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' The Hiftory of AM E RI C A. 

INTRODUCTION. 

AS individuals are prQte£led, in the enjoyment of theit Gemral 
wealth and commerce, by the power of the Commu- refieaiom 
nity \ fo the publick deduces equivalent advantages upon the 
from the extenfive trade^and vaft opulence of private peffons. utility of 
With refpeft to commerce, the grandeur of the ftate, and ^««w»^''» 
the happihefs of its fubjedls, are infeparable ; though fome 
refined fpecuiatifts have endeavoured to refute an axiom that 
is felf- evident. When mankind left their favage ftate, they 
naturally became -hufbandmen and artizans, which were 
the firft fteps towards becoming civilized ; becaufe the im- 
provement of arts required the full exertion of their intelleds« 
That policy^ indeed, is narrow and violent, which aggran* 
dizes the publick by the opprefSon of individuals. £very thing 
is purchafed by labour, which, alone, is more valuable than 
the richeft mines of gold and filver : the pofleffion of the latter 
hath rendered nations poor and contemptible; but never was 
there any inilance, where affluence an4 felicity failed to ac- 
MoD. Hist, Vol. XXXVIII. B company 
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company induftry guided by prudence. A fuperfluity of la-' 
bour is a real treafure to fociety, which may at any time be 
employed, like money, in the publick fervice. Hence arifes 
the great advantage of foreign commerce, which, by augment-^ 
ing the labour, in cffeA increafes the grandeur of the ftate, and 
the wealth and felicity of the fubjefts. By its imports it fur- 
nifhes the materials of induftry, and by its exports it gives 
encouragement for working up divers commodities, not re- 
quired for domeftic confumption. Hence the mind acquires 
additional vigour, it ^enlarges its powers and faculties, and 
the fpirit of improvement is puflied to every art and fcience. 
Philofophy and the art of war are beft underftood in thofe 
countries, -where the mechanic arts have attained the greateft 
perfeftion. 
and parti' If we confider commerce as eflential to induftry, and la- 
cularly of bour neceflary to the opulence and happinefs of fociety, we 
the trade cannot^ but regar^ t^t^\X%h^^y of the vaft continent of Ame- 
nvijh A- nVij,:aiilufteinfiri^*o£4^ifafthy iflands with which it is fur- 
merica. rouA^d; 'ds^on^jof-tljrcnoft important confequences of the 
happy difCox^y §fthdcimpafs,and the improvement in naviga- 
tion. With^irt'ftVppwJf^geSof the^^-i«^i/Vj,the intercourfe 
with th€^^£^<j/?-^i^fi5Vd4y:be of little advantage to Europe ; 
it might dvoh'lJe J)ernicious, by draining it of the gold and 
filver: whereas we, now purchafe the commodities of the 
latter, not only with European manufaSures, but with tlie 
. filver dug in the mines of Poto^. To her pofleffions in 
Chilij Peruy Mexico^ and the Jntilles^ Spain owes all her opu- 
lence. Great Britain hath, by means of her colonies on the 
continent of America^ and her iflands in the Wejl-Indiesy 
raifed herfelf to her prefent aftonifliing and much-envied 
height of grandeur and'importance. jP<7r/«^tf/almoft holds 
\ her exiftence on her pofleffions in Braftl: even the barren 

Canada hath been fruitful of. bleffings to /V^7«f^, by promoting 
her trade and navigation, not to fpeak of the benefits arifing 
from Guadaloupey Mdrtinicoy and Cape-Breton. The inter- 
courfe with Surinam^ and the Spanijh main, has brought 
great wealth into Holland. In a word, every nation in jca- 
rope hath made attempts to obtain fome eftablifhment in a 
, country fraught with all thefe commodities, which the pro- 
grefs of fcience, of luxury, and refinement, has rendered' 
almoft eflential to exiftence j which alone would be fuflkient 
evidence of the utility of the difcovery of the juftly celebrate4 
Columbus^ could not the moft irrefragable arguments be de- 
duced from reafon and philofophy. At this juncture, the 
colonies may be confidered as the vitals of Great- Britain^ 
which difFufe their fpirits through all the members of the 
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Jbt)dy*^politic, by which itexifts; they are, indeed) the living 
fountain whence we dr^w all t>ur nouriihment. The trade 
to thefe colonies is in fa£l a fpreign commerce, carried on 
* and condu<aed under the direftion of tbe mother- cpun try 5 
and accordingly we find, that, in proportion as the'feveral 
crowns of Europe cherifli their plantations, they acquire a 
larger ihare of maritime ftrength, eflablifh a more fruitful 
nuffery of Teamen, gain a more confiderable fund of wealth, ^ 
and promife faireft for the fovereignty of the ocean. How- 
ever, to infift on the importance to Europe of the gold of 
Chili and Brafd^ of the filver of Peru^ the fugar, indigo 
and coffee of the JntifJeSj the furs of Canada^ the fifli qf 
Newfoundlandythc toh^cQOoi Virginia zniMaryland^ the preci- 
ous ltones,balfams,gems, drugs, dying-woods,and other com- 
modities of the iilands and continent of America^ would be 
only to repeat what has been hackneyed by every political 
writer of the laft century. It is our province to inquire into Defignof 
the means of this vaft difcovery, to relate the hiftory oithe au^ 
the nations, to trace the progrefs of the conqueft and co- thors. 
Ionization of America and the Weji- India ^ to lay before our 
readers a minute geographical defcription of the country, 
defcribe its productions, natural and artificial, afcertain the 
ftrid limits of each divifion» and the legal boundaries of 
the feveral European fettlements, explain the connexion of 
the colonies with each other, the peculiar trade carried on 
by each, and the general commerce of the country ; in a 
word, to give the publick what was never before attempted, 
a complete political, commercial, and natural hiftory of 
this fourth divifion of the globe, called the New Worlds or 
tVeJlern Continent^ at leaft as far as is confiftent with the na- 
ture of our defign, and the limits of an Univerfal Modern 
Hijiory. 

Before we enter upon voyages undertaken to this coun- 
try under the patronage of the court of Spain^ it will be ne- 
ceflkry to mention, that Columbus was led to the difcovery not 
only from a confideration of the terraqueous globe, and the 
relation of certain (hip-wrecked modern mariners, but by 
the idea which feveral eminent writers entertained of an un- 
known continent to the weftward. In general it was be- 
lieved, that the land terminated with the Canaries or Fortu^ 
n^ie-IJlands \ yet feveral of the more penetrating were per- 
fuaded, that an immenfe tra£): of land mufl lie beyond the 
Atlantic Ocean. In one of his dialogues ^, Plato fpeaks of the 
ifland of Atlantis j and there is ftill extant, in the colledion 

* In Tim. 
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of Guek Poetical Mjragments ^, a defcription of it in verfe, 
afcribed to Solon^ who borrowed the relation from an Egyptian 
prieft. To confefs the truth, all thefe hints, taken from 
Ptato aad Soloity have fo much the air of poetic allegory, that 
they cannot be confidered 4)f weight fufficient to determine, . 
whether they abfolutely entertained any idea of the weftern 
continent. The ingenious political trad left by Sir Thomas 
More may furnifb an equally good argument to pofierity, 
that his Eutopta alluded to fome undifcovered country, of 
which he had a general conception. It is otherwife with 
refped to theteftimony of ArtftotU^^ becaufehenot only con- 
curs with a future hiftprian, but defcends to particulars. In 
a book afcribed to this philofopher, we are told, that the 
Carthaginians difcovered an ifland far beyond the Pillars of 
Hercules^ large, fertile, and finely watered with navigable 
rivers, but uninhabited. This ifland was diftant a few days 
failing from the continent ; its beauty attraded the difco« 
verers to fettle there ; but the policy of Carthage diflodged the 
colony, arid laid ftrifl: prohibition on all the fubtefis of the 
ftate not to attempt any future eftablifliment. This account 
is confirmed by an hiftorian of no mean credit, who relates, 
that the Tyrians would have planted a colony in the new 
difcovered ifland, which fome takes to be Hifpaniola^ but 
they were oppofed by the Carthaginians for ftate-reafons. 
It was feared leil the natural advantages, which it was re- 
ported this country e^ijoyed, might induce too many of the 
citizens to defert their native foil, whereby the government 
would be weakened, induflry checked, and the vafl; mari- 
time power of the republic diminiflied. Befides it was urged, 
that this ifland ought to be referved as an afylum, to which 
they might retire with fafety, when oppreflfed by any change 
of fortune, or public calamity* A pafTage hath alfo been 
quoted from the third a£l of the Medea of Seneca (A), in 
confirmation of the opinion, that although America was un- 
difcovered, the ancients had a ftrong notion of large coun- 
tries beyondv the reach of their prefent knowledge. In a 
fragment that remains of Theopompus^^ there is an alle- 

^ Poet. Fragm. edit. Lug. ap. Stephan. ^ De Mundo« 

• DiOD. Sic. Hift. 

(A) ■ ■ - . Vcnient annis 

Ssecula feris, quibus oceanus 
Vincala reram laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Typhifque novos 
Detegac orbes ; nee nc terris 
Ultima Thulc. Med, aft. iii. v. 375. 
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gory of a new world, inhabited by two nations of warriors 
and devotees ; and one of the fathers sttHrms % that beyond 
the ocean there is another world i^ however, both LaSlantius 
and Su Auguftine ridicule this notion, and the opinion that 
' the earth was globular : even to the days of Galileo^ the 
Romjh clergy regarded the ro*/4tion.of the earth on its axis 
as contradi^ory to the facred doidrine. Upon the whole, it is 
plain that the ancients dreamed fonsething about a new world,- 
and that they tranfmitted to pofterity an iipperfe£): broken 
account of thofe regions; but it is equally certain, that 
the general opinion was, that all the climates between the 
tropics were uninhabitable \ a judgment built on an axiom of 
their abfurd philofophy, that the health and prefervation of 
the animal depended on a due mixture and juft propor- 
tion of the four elements, which could not happen under the 
.torrid zone, where fire and the emanations of the fun muft 
abforb all the other qualities. To recite the fabulous ftory 
of Madoc^ a Weljh prince, and the tale related by WiUiam of 
Newberyy of two green children who were found in a field, 
in the reign of king Stephen^ vwould aiFord the judicious 
re-^der a^ little amufement as inftruflion ; we fliall therefore 
omit thefe, take it for granted, that the adual difcovery 
of the ifland and continent oi America was made in the 15th 
century, and proceed to a relation of the circumftances of 
that important tranfa£lioa (B). ' 

S E C T. I. 

Containing a general Relation of the V^ages made ij 
the Spaniards infearcb ^ America* 

yl S we have, in the courfe of our labours, already given a 
■^^ fliort hiftory of the life and difcoveries of ColurrSuSj the 
famous Genoefi admiral s, it will be fufficient to fpecify in this 
place fuch circumftances as are neceflary to place in one 
toUedive point of view the complete difcovery of the iflands 

' Greg, in cpift. 8. Clemen. « Mod. Univ. Hift. vol, xi. 
P- 374- 

(B) To fpeeulatifts, and per- form an excellent difpntadon in 

fons of more l^ifure, we leave the academy ; but we appre- 

the ufelefs labour of enqairing hend it would be foreign to oar 

by what means America was purpofe as iufiorianSt 
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and continent of America, It was in the month of Jprit 
1492, lYiTX Chrijlopher Columbusj after experiencing repeated 
mortifications and difappointments at the courts of France^ 
England^ and Spain^ was at length, under the queen's patron-^ 
age, honoured with the commiiHon of admiral to their catho- 
lic majefties, and viceroy of all the iflands and continents 
which be Ihould difcover and acquire in the ocean. Imme* 
diately he repaired to Paks de Moguere^ where a fmall fqua- 
^ron, confiding pf three vefiels, manned with an hundred 
and twenty men, was appointed to attend him, and be en- 
tity direfted by his orders. On the 3d day of Augufl he 
quitted Spain^^ and after a tedious navigation, during which 
Colam- the failors mutinied, he fell in with Gum^^7, one of the 
hus di/l l^tuaya liizndsy on the 12th of O^^^^r. /Finding the ifland 
coders the well inhabited, the admiral went on fhore, and with proper 
Bahamas, folemnity took pofleflion in the name of their catholic ma* 
Caba,Wjefjjgs, The natives were thrown into th^utmoft ^ftonifh- 
rliipani. ^^g^t at fight of the (feips, which they took for fea-monfle|-s, 
^ and their admiration was increafed by the flrange appearance 

of the Spaniards^ ^yho landed. They gazed with wonder 
at their beards, fair complexions, and cloaths ; and joyfully 
received the trifling prefents diflributed by the admiral. 
When the Spaniards returned to their (hips, the Indians fwim- 
med after them, exprefTed their gratitude for the prefents 
by figns and tokens, and feemed extremely defirous to enter 
imp a more familiar intercoufe. 

After calling the ifland St. Salvador ^ and learning from 
the natives, that the gold plates which they wore in their 
nofes came from a large ifland to the fouthward, Columbus 
proceeded on his voyage, touched at feveral other of the 
Lucayo or Bahama iflands, and on the 27th of O^ohfr ar- 
rived at Cuba^ fituated between 20'and 23 degrees of north 
latitude, and 74 and 87 degrees of weft longitude, being 
Dear 800 miles in length, and about 70 in breadth and 
more at the fouthern extremity. Having intelligence from 
the natives, that all the gold came from Bohio^ an ifland to 
the fouth-eaft, he purfued his voyage, after making a few 
general obfervations, and arrived at Bohio^ or the land of 
cottages, on the 6th day of December^ to which he gave the 
name oi Hifpaniola {C). He had carried fome Indians fronfi 
Cuba^ and by means of thefe endeavoured to cultivate a fa- 
miliarity with the inhabitants of this laft difcovered ifland ; 
but they fled with the utmoft velocity at rheir approach, and 

(C) It Is by corruption that we call the ifland Wfpaniola^ the ' 
true original name being la E/panoIa. 

feemed 
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fccmed to regard the Spaniards with equal horror and fur- 
prize : however, as he had the good fortune to take a female 
prifoncr, whom he treated with great humanity, her report 
impreffed a more favourable opinion of the ftrangers, and 
brought about the intercourfe fo much defired. At firft they 
trembled, and ftartedback upon touching thecloaths. of the 
Spaniards 'y then they laid their hands upon their heads, in 
token of refpcd, caft their eyes up to heaven, and regarded 
them as divinities j a notion that was confirmed by the pre- 
fents of glafs-beads, and other {hining gliterring trinkets 
they received. Here Columbus was vihted by the cazique^ 
who cxpreffed great curiofity to fee the Spanijh fhips. His 
retinue confided of two hundred men, befides his prime mi- 
niftcr and counfellors ; he was carried on a bier upon mens 
flioulders, though a robuft young fellow, and diftinguiflied 
with marks of the deepeft refpeft and veneration. On his 
coming on board be behaved with the utmoft dignity and 
folemnity, ordering all his train to keep at a diftance, except 
two of his counfellors, who fat at his feet. He eat and drank 
with the admiral, had his mouth examined by his counfellors, 
ihook his head at what Columbus ordered to be told him, that 
he was only the fervant of the king of Leon an^d Cajiile^ and 
believed, with the Indians of Cuba^ that the Spaniards were 
fupernatural beings. The admiral made fome prefents of 
beads, flippers, and cloaths, to the monarch, who was highly 
delighted with his reception ; and the failors bartered pieces 
of broken glafs, earthen plates, and other trifles, with the 
natives for gold rings, which they wore in their nofes, and 
fmall plates of gold ; however, it was foon known that gold . 
was not the produce of the ifland, but of a country to the 
caftward. This was the chief objeft of the voyage ; but 
though Columbus was dtfappointed in the expefiations enter- 
tained of the value of the ifland, he refolved to eftablifh a 
colony that might prove ufeful to his farther purpofes. To 
eflFe£l this defign, it was neceflfary to confult the inclinations 
of the five fovereigns, among whom the ifland was divided. 
Accordingly the admiral had an interview with king Guacana-^ 

farij exchanged prefents with him, and fettled a colony, 
>uilt a fort, and mounted it with cannon, in order to com- 
mand the more refpeft. The colony was compofed of 
thirty-nine Spaniards^ under the conduft of James de Jvafia ; 
the fort was called Navidadj or Nativity : and Columbus^ 
carrying, with him feveral natives of the ifland, and a fufli- 
cient quantity of gold to evince the importance of his difco- 
very, took his departure for Spain^ after lofing two of his 
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fliips, one of which perifhed by an accident, and the other 
was carried ofF by the treachery of Martin Alonfo Pinfon **. 

We ihall ftbp to relate a few of the general obfervations 
which the admiral m^de.on the illand of Hifpaniola^ and. the 
character of the natives. He found the ifland extremely 
well peopled, and filled with villages, fome of them con* 
taining above a thoufand houies. His civility to his female 
pnfbner, and her report, foon raifed the Spaniards high in the 
cAeem of the Indians ; they flocked to the ihore, and great 
numbers fwam, or paddled in their canoes, to the (hip. He 
remarked they were whiter, handfomer, and more tradlable 
and courteous than the inhabitants of the other iflands, after 
they had been once reconciled to the Spaniards. The men 
were of a middling ftature, large boned, and inclinable to 
corpulence ; their nofirils wide, and their foreheads fmooch, 
and uncommonly high, Tb their noftrils were iufpended 
fmall plates of gold, which created a fufpicion that this 
metal was the produce of the ifland. Several of the caziques, 
whom the admiral vifited, wore crowns of gold ; and pieces 
of the fame metal, weighing four ounces, were exchanged 
with the failprs for bits of tin and glafs. Guacanagari had 
feveral princes tributary to him, and if he did not claim the 
entire fovereignty, he was at leafl: confidered as the moft 
potent monarch on the ifland. The natives (hewed great 
ingenuity, not only ^in their military weapons^ fome of 
which were admirably pointed, and riveted with fifli-bones^ 
but in the form and compofition of their earthen pitchers, 
in which they fupplied the (hipping with frefli water. Nor 
was their humanity lefs extraordinary, as Columbus expe« 
rienced, in the afliftance they afforded when one of his vef«o 
fels was (hipwrecked. King Guacanagari mad^ him a pre* 
fent of a mafque, 'the nofe, tongue, and ears oJF which were 
of beaten gold, and a' girdle elegantly fet with feed-pearl; 
2x\A though he was upon the whole difappointed in his hopes, 
that Hifpahiola contained gold mines, he had great reafon 
to believe the ifland might become valuable to commerce, 
on account of the cotton, fpices, and variety of drugs and 
timber it produced,, though the value of many of thefe par- 
ticulars was not then underftood. In a word, after he had 
fufficiently imprefled this Ample people with .an idea of his 
friendfhip, by the civility of his treatment, and with due 
refped, by the thunder of his cannon, at the report of which 
they all fell flat upon their faces, he took his leave, and 
quitting Port JNtativity on the 4th day of January 1493, ar- 

k HsREBitA's Hift. of America, Dec, i. I. i. 
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rived at Polos on the 15th of Mard}^ fending notice of his 
return to their catholic majefiies. 

The difcovcrics made by Columbus filled Spain with re- The/eeoud 
joicing and admiration. He was carefled by the ^ king, 'voyage 
queen, and court i the pomifFwas made acquainted with the ««<^j^(/^«- 
tranfadion, and he granted a bull, confirming tjbe crown 'X^^^'^ ^ 
0{^pain\ti ah€3cclufive right to the fFeft^InSis. The /«- JjjJJ""^' 
iUans and gold were ihewn as the greateft wonders in nature, 
and inaihort time Columbus was equipped for another voyage, 
with more extenfive powers, and a ftronger armament thaa 
in the preceding. He was now mad6 governor-general and 
admiral over all the territories included in the apoftolical 
coneeffion ; he was author ifed to plant colonies, eftablifh ju- 
dicial courts, and take any other fteps that circumftancea 
might require, and tended to promote the general defign of 
the expedition : a fquadron of feventeen (hips, manned with 
two thoufand two hundred able-bodied feamen and foldiers, 
was appointed ; mares, fheep, cows, corn, wheat, and a 
variety of Eur^ean plants, were put on board ; a chart of hia 
difcoveries and voyage was drawn and kept in the king's ca- 
binet, and every other meafure taken ^hatc^uld poffibly in« 
fure die profperity of the expedition : after which Columbus • 
once more departed on the 2^th of September. . In this voyage 
he ditcovcted Dominiquey A^rignlante J ^nd Guaclaloi^e. H18 
boat put to ihore at the latter, which made all the irihabi-' 
Cants take to the mountains ; however, the Spaniards had the 
good fortune to feize upon two Indians, from whom they 
had £>me ufeful intelligence. Among other particulars they 
were told, that a continent lay to the eafiward^ at an incon-^ 
fiderable. diftance. Here Columbus found feme pieces of 
fpun cotton and looms, of a very peculiar and fimple con* 
ftru£tioa, together with a piece of a flii'p, which he believed 
muft either have been driven from the Canaries, or from Hi/^ 
paniola^ where his fhip periflied in the former voyage ; for he ^ 
could not perfuade himlelf that any Europeans had ever before 
vifited thofe iflands. Coafting along the ifland to the north- 
weft, he difcovered Montferrat^ afterwards Santa-Maria^ 
and Antigua. In ihort, he difcovered, in the courfe of this 
vo^age,all the iflands to the fouth- weft oi Hifpaniolat to which 
he gave the general appellation of Virgins. On his arrival at this 
ifland, he found all the Spaniards dead, and the colony en- 
tirely deftroyed, owing to their own inteftine divifibns," and 
the infolence and cruelty with which they treated the natives, 
which produced a revolt. He vifited his old friend Guacana^ 
gari, and found that prince confined to hit bed by a wound 
he received in defence of the Spaniards^ which encouraged 
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him to Tettle a new colony, and build the town of Ifahella. 
Twelve of the (hips he fent back to Spain^ referving only the - 
five largeft for his own ufe ; and after having quelled a fedi- 
tion, he fet out with a body of men in fearch of the gold 
. mines of Cihao^ the ore of which, at that time, raifed great 
expe£btion8. ^ 

After this he refolvedNto purfue his voyage, touched at 
Cuha^ and came in fight of Jamaica ; but being forced back 
by ftrefs of weather to Hifpanioky he found the colony at 
war with the natives, owing chiefly to their own licentiowf- 
nefs and barbarity. King Caunabo^ one of the fovercign« of 
the ifland, had colleded a prodigious army, which the 
Spaniards defeated with a handful of men, on account of the 
terror with which the horfemen infpired tht Indians \ for they 
took the horfe and the rider for one animal. To conclude^ 
the voyage, in general, proved unfortunate, though Columbus 
exerted every quality of a foldier and politician ; fuch was 
the fa£bious, rapacious, licentious humour of the Spaniards^ 
who endeavoured all in their power to rob the gallant gene* 
ral of the fruits and glory of fo many fignal a6tions and ira« 
portant difcoveries. He left his brother Bartholomew Colum-' 
bus in quality of lieutenant-governor, and fet out for Spainj, 
where he arrived after a voyage of three months. Repairing 
to courts he prefented their majefties with the gold duft and 
ore he had brought with him, and cleared him&lf of all the 
afperfions thrown upon his chara£ber by the malevolence of 
Account of^^^ enemies. The farther account of the natives, which he 
tbenati<vesB^^^ to their majefties, was to the following efFeS. That 
^Hifpa. all the fovereigns, or caziques, lived in palaces at fomedif- 
niola. ' tance from their towns, where there were a number of ex- 
traordinary images made of ftone or wood painted. Thefe 
they called Cemis^ and honoured fometimes with the par- 
ticular names of their anceftors. They were worfhipped by 
the people as titulary beings ; and offerings were made to 
fome of the images for health, to others for affluence, fine 
weather, profperous enterprizes, and other wifhes i yet they 
were confidered as inferior deities to the fun, which was re- 
puted the chief, or cazique, of the divinities. Each of the 
fovereigns of the country was alfo a high prieft, which added 
greatly to their authority, and enabled the monarchs to prac- 
tife many religious impoftures on the underftanding of their 
ignorant Ample fubjeds. Several of the caziques kept three 
ftones, to which they afcribed extraordinary virtues : one, 
they alledged, promoted the fertility of the foil ; another 
affifled women in child-bed ; and the third procured either 
rain or fun-lhine^ a? the o^cafion required. When a ca«- 

3&iquc 
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^ique died, he was embowelled, and dried by the fire, to. 
prefervc his body from corruption, which was then interred 
in a cave, with his military weapons, and ftore of provifion. 
The wife, likewife, who bore him the greateft afFedion, 
was buried With him ; • and there could not be a more dif- 
honourable proof of female ingratitude, than any marks of rc- 
]u<9ance to pay this laft duty to her lord and hu{band. In 
general, indeed, there appeared a ftrong emulation among 
the women for this favour and teftimony of the fuperior regard 
of the deceafed fovereign, A pradice frequent at this day 
among the negroes on the continent of Africa^ alfo prevailed 
among the inhabitants of Hifpaniola. They ftrangled all 
the fick of whofe recovery they defpaired. After death they 
imagined they ihould go to a valley of vaft extent, of which 
the caziques believed they, fhould be fovereigns, and where 
all imagined th^y fhould find their parents, kindred, and 
friends, be blefied with beautiful women, and an eternal 
foufce of uninterrupted felicity. They had phyficians among; 
them, who pretended to efFeft extraordinary cures by the af- 
Mance of daemons. Their idols they believed were immor- 
tal, and they perfuaded themfelves that the dead appeared to 
the living, which rendered them extremely fearful in the dark 
and alone. Almofl all the mep were addicSled to beafliality, 
and fodomy, which were the abhorrence of the women» 
and made them: coy with the natives, but exceedingly libidi* 
nous with the Spaniards $ and with refpe£): to the propagation 
of the fpecies, no regard was paid to any degree of confan* 
guinity, mothers, filters, and daughters excepted (A^. 

While 

(D) The Spanijb hiflorian the patient ; he wrought him- 
Herrera is \ery explicit upon felf up to a pbrenzy, uttered 
this fabjed. He relates, that fome unintelligible ejaciUations, 
the images are made hollow with and ditedted hu difcourfe to an 
great art ; that the caziques get invifible fpirit; whence we may 
into the cavity, and pronounce infer, that priefls and phyficians 
certain words, which the peo« both fupported their credit chief- 
pic arc perfuaded are uttered by ly by impoflure. If they fuf- 
the flone divinity. The place peded the phyiician had not 
allotted for departed fpirits they difcharged his duty, the de- 
called Coayha^ in the ifland of ceafed was quefUoned aboat it, 
^oraya \ thefe fpirits were fhat and the medical gentleman pi;- 
up in the day, but let loofe at nifhed or acquitted, agreeable 
night for their recreation: When to certain anfwers which they 
a phyfidan attended a cazique, fuppofed were uttered by the 
he was obliged to go through departed{fpirit. The ceremony 
all the icgimen he prefcribed to previpus to this extraordinary 
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WHitE Columbus was foliciting the court of Spain for the 
reward of his fervices, and a proper appointment for the 
profecution of his difcoveries, his brother Bartholomew ftrug- 
gled with a variety of misfortunes in Hifpaniola. A great 
number of the Spaniards had mutinied, at the inftigation of 
one Roldan^ the chief Meade or juftice of the ifland, and en- 
gaged the governor in a wacwith the natives. Several bat- 
tles had been fought, in which Bartholomew was generally 
victorious-; though he muft have funk under the fuperioritjr 
of numbers, and the inclemency of the climate) had not 
two (hips arrived feafonably from Spain with a reinforcement. 
The arrival of Columbus a third time reAored peace and tran* 
quillity, ^nd enabled the Spaniards to purfue with vigour the 
plan of a n^w fettlemenf and city, begun during Barthola-^ 
mew^s government, which was called the New Jfabelky or 
St» Domingo^ becaufe the foundation was laid oti Sunday* 

Th£ adnniral had long foltcited the court of Spain for pro- 
per aiSftance to proceed on a third voyage in fearch of the 



inqued was truly ridicaloas. The 
juice of a certain herb, the pair- 
ing of the deceafed's nails, and 
the hair of his forehead, were 
mixed, minced, and reduced 
firft to a powder, and theh by 
adding a larger portion of the 
vegetable jaice, to a draught, 
W^ch was poured into the 
mouth a^ noArilaofthecorpfe. 
Upon tbi» operation he deli- 
vered proper anfwers to the 
qucftions of the by-ftanders« and 
then was carried back to his 
former grave. When the phy- 
iician happened to be accufed« 
he was feized by the kindred of 
the deceaied, his arms were 
broke, his eyes pulled out, and 
the (hocking o{)eration of caf. 
tration performed upon him, 
in the mofl barbarous manner. 
Happy is it for thofe fons of 
JEfculapius^ who now flaughter 
under proteflion of the law in 
civilized countries, that their 
patients are incapable of rifmg 



in juc^ment againft their prac- 
tice. Columbus was told that 
the natives of this ifland had 
an old prophecy, they ihould 
be fubdued by men of a white 
complexion, whofefwords ihould 
beam like the fun, and who& 
thunder (hould be terrible $ to 
oon£rm which,the admiral order- 
ed fome cannon to be fired, the 
balls of which penetrated the 
wrecks of the (hip be had loft, to 
the great aftonilhment and otter 
confufion of the 'Indians^ who 
now perfaaded themfelves that 
the prophecy was fulfill^. 
This prophecy had for ag^i 
been recorded m a fong, whidh 
they fung at feftivals, accom- 
panied with the mufick of an 
inflrument made of a hpllow 
thin piece of wood, that could 
be heard, when beat, at the dif- 
tance of a league. This inftra- 
ment was wholly confecrated to 
the ufe of the caziques (i). 



(i) Utrrerfi,Du» x. /. 3. /. ^, 
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continent ; at length he obtained his requeft, quitted port 
St, Lucas on the 30th of May 1498, and on the 31ft of July 
fell in with an ifland which be called La Trinidad^ fituated 
near the mouth of the great river Oronoque. Here he landed 
to refrefli his men, and received a vifit from the cazique; 
whom he found hofpitable and good-natured ; that prince 
having, with one, hand, t^keh a crimfon velvet cap off the 
admiral's head, which he put upon his own, covered 
the admiral's, in return, with a crown of cotton, encircled 
with a plate of gold. Sailmg fronxhence he difcovered more 
land to the eaftward, which he took for an ifland, and called 
it IJla-Santay though it proved the continent, and part of 
the province oi Paria* Thus the Spaniards date the firft dif- 
covery of the continent from the ift day oi AugUji 1498, 
whereas the Englijh claim a prior date. John Cabot^ ^ Vene^ 
tiany having obtained letters-patent from the feventh Henry^ 
difcovered Newfoundland in the month of June 1496, and 
continued his courfe along the coaft of America as far as the 
gulph of Florida. If, therefore, any title to the poffeiSon be * 
founded on priority of difcovery, as the Spaniards alledge, « 
the right of Great-Britain to the main land of America muft 
be as mdifputable, as that of Spain to the Wejl-Indies. 

Not to wafte time on a controverfy of little confequence, 
at a pcripd when the fword muft determine the feveral pre- 
tenfions of the ^ rival powers, it is fufficient to our purpofe, 
that the continent o{ America was difcovered about this time ; 
that Columbus had fome interco^rfe with the natives ; that he 
found the country well cultivated, populous, and adorned with 
villages ; that he eat feveral European fruits, as grapes, ap- 
ples, figs, and oranges ; tafted a liquor greatly refembling 
green wine, which he imagined was expreiled from the grape, 
and perceived that the inhabitants were not only civil, but in- 
duftrious and ingenious. In their complexion they refembled 
the iflanders;lheir hair was long and flowing, their fiature 
of the middle-fize, well proportioned, and robuft ; and the 
male diftin£lion of the fex tied up and covered, though the 
females went entirely naked. They were armed with bows, 
targets, and poifoned arrows, which they (hot with great 
dexterity : they were not ignorant of the art of fpinning and 
weaving cotton, fome ingenious fpecimens of which they 
produced, and exchanged for bits of tin, upon which they 
placed an exorbitant value, calling it T«r^, or heavenly, ' 
upon account of a certain pleafmgfubtle flavour which afFed* 
ed their acute olfadory nerves. Many were adorned with 
plate gold collars, which they alledged was the produce of 
the country, ihewing the admiral^ by figns, their method 

of 
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of finding this metal. Having received undoubted prooA 
that he had now touched upon the continent^ he carried ofF 
' fix o( the natives, and returned to Hifpaniola ; difcovering 
in his way a great variety of fmall iflands^ on each of which 
he beftowed names. ^ 

t^ayagiof ' While Columbus was employed in reducing the Spanijb 
Alonfo de mutineers in Hifpaniola to -obedience, and eftablifliing the 
pjeda. infant colony upon the beft footing, the merchants of Se- 
ville^ excited to the enterprife by the prefents of gold and 
pearls fent home by Columbus^ foHcited leave to attempt fur- 
ther difcoverieSy as private adventurers. They obtained a 
commiflion from the bifliop, jfohn Rodcriques de Fonfeca^ 
charged by the court with the care of all affairs relative to the 
Indies^ and equipped a fquadron of four veffels, under the 
conduft o^ Albnfo de Ojeda, aiSfted by John de la Cofaj a BiJ^ 
cayariy and Americus fefpucius^ a Florentine^ (killed in cofoio- 
graphy and navigation. On the 30th of May 1499, Alonfa 
fet fail from the coaft of Spain^ and after a voyage of twenty- 
feven days, fell in with the continent oi America \ but the 
particular place at which he iirft touched is not exa(£lly 
afcertained, Herrera fpeaking only in general terms, that it 
was 200 leagues to the eaftward of Paria^ from whence he 
coafted 200 leagues more to Cape Vela, The account given by 
Ojeda and Vefpucius of the inhabitants to the eaftward, differs 
from v/hzt Columbus related of the natives of Paria, Their 
faces were broad, their complexions of a tawny red, and 
the aftivity both of men and women, in all martial exercifes, 
altogether aftonifliing. They appeared to have no form of 
government, caziques, fovereigns, or leaders. In war, every 
man depended upon his own (kill, ftrength, and courage : 
they animated each other ; and when any affront was re- 
ceived, the injured party aflembled his friends, laid his 
grievances before them, and demanded revenge. This was 
, the occafion of all contentions among them ; for they feem- 
cd to have only a very imperfeftidea of property, and none, 
of fubordination. Their food was fifh or flefh. ferved up in 
earthen porringers, or in half-caliba(hes j they were tempe- 
rate in their cliet, but had no ftated hours for meals, that be- 
ing determined folely by the degree of appetite and inclina- 
tion. Their beds confifted of cotton hammock^, flung to the 
' roofs of their houfes ; they were modeft in their converfation 
with the fex, but extremely indelicate in all the evacuations, 
never retiring out of company upon their natural occafions. 
In matrimony, no ftated rule, either as to confanguinity, or 
the number of wives, was obferved ; fancy determined eve- 
ry tiding, and love feldom produced quarrels, becaufe property 

was 
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wa^ unknown, and continence on either fide neither e:(cpcft- 
ed nor required. The women were extremely prolific, and 
made fo little of the pangs of labour, that they bathed and 
waftied immediately after delivery. Their houfes were fpa- 
cious, well built, of a conical form, and common to all, 
above an hundred perfons living in the fame habitation ; 
Botwithftandtng which they frequently migrated fouth or 
^north, eaftorweft, juft as inclination direfted, or the. heat 
of the climate required, leaving their houfes, which had 
coft fo much pains andNlabour. Indeed their efFe<as were not 
burthenfome, all their wealth confiding in feathers of diffe- 
rent colours, beads made of fi(h bones, and a kind of green 
and white pebbles, with which they adorned their neck, lips, 
cars, and nofes. Gold and pearls were defpifed by this Am- 
ple people ; commerce was unknown ; the ufe of their wives 
and daughters was freely given to ftrangers, and the accept- 
ance regarded as a mark of refpedl and frieiidfliip. The 
fick were carried in hammocks to the mountains, flung to a 
tree, and furnifhed with provifion for a certain number of 
days ; in which fituation, if they chanced to eat and recover, 
they were received with great rejoicings by their friends and 
acquaintance. Sometimes they dipped female patients in 
cold water, placed them before a large fire, brought on a ftroi^g 
dlaphorefis, and then covered them warm in bed, by which 
means they recovered. Phlebotomy was frequently praftifed 
in inflammatory diforders, the incifion being made in the 
loins or calves of the legs ; and emetics were ufed in dif- 
orders of the ftomach, by holding a certain herb in their 
mouths, which excited vomiting. Human flefh was eat at 
feflivals when they facrificed their enemies ; and this was 
the only inftance in which they difcovered a cruel, brutal, 
and barbarous difpofition. As Ojeda proceeded weftward on 
his voyage, he obferved the face of the country improve, and 
the inhabitants more acute and lively in their genius. Their 
towns, now exhibited a pleafing profpeft. One village, in 
particular, extremely refembled Fenice in point of fitua- 
tion (E). It reared itfelf up out of the water, the houfes 
being built on pillars, and connected by bridged, which the 
inhabitants drew up on the appearance of danger. Hence it 
is probable, that this people were molefled by fom'e*neigh* 
bouring powerful nation, which forced them upon this con- 
trivance. Steering along the coaft of Paria, the Spaniards 

(E) From this circumftance it took the name of Venezuela, 
which feme alledge was given by Columius, and others>y Ameri- 
cusVe/fudus, ' • 
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• Kot to mention the voyage performed by James de Lejfey the Por- 
^ho purfued the fame courfe with Pinforiy and was unfor- tagacfe 
tunate, we (hall relate the particulars of one more expedi- ^^^^ 
tion previous to the fourth voyage undertaken by Columbus. ^Mfil* 
Emanuelj king of Portugal, had equipped a fquadron of thir^^i^ 
teen fail, carrying 1200 failors and foldiers, deftined for the 
Eafi-Indiesy under the coridaa of Peter Alvarez CahraU 
This , admiral quitting i//3^;< on the 9th oi March 1500^ 
-feuck out to fei to' avoid the coaft of Guinea, and fleered 
iiis courfe fouthi/t^ard, that he might more eafily turn the 
Cape of Good Hope, which projefts a great way into the 
ocean. On the 14th of April he got fight of the continent 
of South America, which he judged to be a large ifland at 
fome diftance from the coaft of Africa. Coafting along for 
&me time, he ventured to fend a boat on (hore, and was 
aftonifhed to obferve the inhabitants entirely different front 
the Africans in featuresi hair, and complexion. It was founds , 
however, imprafticable to feize upon any of the Indians, who 
retired with great celerity to the mountains on the ^proach 
of the Portuguefe ; yet, as the failors had difeovered a good 
harbour, the admiral thought proper to come to an anchor^ 
and .called the bay Puerto Scguro. Next day he fent an* 
either boat aQiore, and had the good fortune to lay hold on 
two of the natives, whom he cloathed, and treated kindly^ 
«nd then difmified, to make a properreport to their country* 
men. The ftratagend produced the defired eStSt. Na 
fooner hafd the Indians heard the relation of the prifoners, 
than they crouded to the fliore, finging, dancing, leaping 
with joy, and founding horns of different kinds, which in* 
duced Cabral to land» and take folemn poflefficn in the namd 
of his Portuguefe mjefty. Hence we may perceive the ab* 
furdtty and contradiclion of Herrera^^ account, who is dc- 
firous of afcribing this difcovery to the Spaniards, by ailed*** 
ging, th^itPinfon took poffefEon of part of the country fouth of 
Sie river of Atrtazons as early ?.s the month of February this 
year; and yet acknowledges in part, that the Portuguefe 
were the firft a<Slaal difcoverers and poffefibi s of Brafd. The 
truth is, Pinfon never produced any authentic vouchers of his 
having coafted further to the fouthward than the driver of 
Amazons, from whence he returned, paffing along Terra^^ 
Firma and Paria, and then fleering dire£Hy for HiJ'panielam > 

It is indeed a matter of trifling confequence to which of theS . i 

kingdoms this difcovery belongs ; but it is of fome impor«« ( 

tance to difcovcr the blunders into which writers of the beft 
reputation have been feduced by prejudice^ and that natural 
Mw. HwT. Vol, XXXVIII, C- partly 
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partiality which ftimulates them to violate truth for the (akf 
of augmenting the glory of their countiy. 

These feveral voyages were performed during the refi- 

dence of Columbus in Hifpaniolaj where he experienced a 

tboufand mottificattons, on account of the mutinous fpirit 

of his people, and the ingratitude of the court of &pain* Htf 

had tranfmitted a faithful account of the diiFerent infurredbns^ 

in the new colonies, to the catholic king ; which wer^n^ 

fwered by recriminations from his officers, who chargedl^k 

with tyranny, cruelty, and avarice ; with ufmg the Spaniant 

as flaves, driving the Indians to defpair, and fecreting great 

part of the gold, pearls, and other valuable commodities, 

which came to his hands. As Cdumbus had enemies fn Spain 

as welhas the Indies ^ thefe complaints reached the royal car, 

and determined the king to recal him from his govern* 

tnent y perhaps, more from motives of policy, than juftice^ 

The vaft wealth which the admiral amaffed was the topic of 

every converfation, and the court hoped, that, by fuperfeding 

him, all thefe riches would flow into the treafury. Ac-* 

cordingly, Francis Bovadilla was appointed to go over to 

Hifpaniohip in quality of examiner into the mutual com« 

plaints, the caufes of the frequent mutinies and difturbances^ 

and judge of the condud, not only of the private men and 

inferior officers, but of the admiral htmfelf, and his brother^ 

the lieutenant-governor. To inforce his authority, Bava^^ 

dilla had the commiffion of governor-general, with a num« 

^er of blank warrants (igned by their majefties, and a letter 

to Columbus^ ordering him and all his people to obey. He 

no fOoner fet foot on the ifland, than he exerted the utmoft 

power of hf$ authority, demanded all the royal ftores, arma, 

and provifions, feized upon the admiral's effeds, ingratiated 

himfelf with the Spaniards^ by the moft liberal conceffions in 

their favour, and an eagernefs to receive complaints againfl 

Columbus J and at length pxtt the admiral and his two brothers 

in irons, without hearing their defence ; in which fifuation 

he fent them prifoners to Spain^ under the care of Alonfi dg 

Valejo ; who treated Columbus with kindnefs, and offered to 

knock off .his irons, which he refufed^ until it fliould be 

dcnehy order of their majefties. 

When the fhip arrived at Cadi%^ and the king and queen 
were made acquainted with the inidignity put on. Columbus^ 
to whofe f6rvices they ow6d fo many obligations, orders were 
immediately drfpatched for his releafe, and k thoufand ducata 
remitted to defray his expcnces to court, where he met withr 
a favourable reception, efpecially from the queen, who had 
never withdrawa her patronage, though flic 'had been per^ 

fvaded 
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ftiaded to confent to his removal, and to. give foni^ credit to 
the malicious zCp^rRons of his enemitrs. H^ kneeled for 
ibme time before their majefties, without beijig able to utter 
a fyllable $ ahd when he was Ordered to rife, he made a pa<^ 
thetic ipeech, recapitulating his f^rvices^ enumerating the 
hardfhips which he had fufFered, and charging Bovadilla with 
ihe moft watiton abufe of his authority, and crud oppreffion : 
upon which their majeiiies refolved to fuperfede him ; and 
accordingly appointed Nicholas dt Obando^ knight of the order 
bi Alcantara^ a perfon of worth and integrity, to hold the 
government of Hijpaniold for the fpace of two years ; to rc- 
yife all the decrees pafled by his predecefTor, and reverfe fucU 
Judgments as iliould either appear to be unjuft to individuals^ 
6r injurious to the general intcreft of the ifland, A promife 
alfo was made to the admiral^ that he fh6uld have a proper 
dppbihtmeint for undertaking a fourth expedition, which he 
carneftly folicited, notwithftanding his old age, infirm ftate . 
<^f health, and the mortifications he had fufiained in a long 
coiirfe of faithful and important ferviCes to the public. How- 
ever, the execution of this promife was artfully deferred^ 
iintil the. report of the new gbvernor fhould Srrivef, when 
their miajerties would be better able to judge of the degree' 
of confidence which they ought to place in Columbus. 

In the mean tiiiie, the daily reports of the immehfe wealth Bafljdasv 
6f Atnericdy arid the Weji-Indiesy that Were propagated, '^^Jf^g^* 
raifed the ambition ahd avarice of other adventurers ; efpe- 
^ially of one Bajllddsi a man conveffant in bufinefs; well 
ikilled in geography, of a bold fpirit, great integrity, and 
Confideraole fortune. Bq/iidas^ having obtained a licence, 
Entered into engagements with one La Cofa^ who had ferved 
under ColumbiiSy and acquired the reputation of the beft ma- 
finer in Spain^ equipped a (hip, and fet fail from the port 
of Cadiz, in the beginnihg of January 1501, fleering the 
^ame diredioriheld by Coltimbus w(hen hediciovered the con- 
tinent. On his arrival, after a profpcrous voyage, on the A- 
fnericancodi,^ he touched at all the good harbours, trafficked 
with the natives, whom he fourid extremely ready to enter 
upon the moft intimate correfpondence. tVhen he reached 
Venezuela, he coafted weft ward, and paflTed i<i fight af that 
jfhore now called Santa Maria, as far as the bay of Uraba ; 
keeping oh his courfe^ until he arrived at port Del Retrete, 
<vhere afterwards was butli the town of Nombre de Dios. 
Thhus Bdjiidas dffcovcred about ah hundred leagues of the 
<!ontinent, and more than any preceding adventurer: after 
which he failed dircflly for Hifpaiiiob, with a coAfiderable 
tatrgo of pca'rls and gold. 

C a Thbt 
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The Hijiory of America. 

The fame mttives which induced Bajiidas to this un<fei*- 
taking, ftimulated Alonfo de Ojeda to a fecpnd attempt to-' 
wards a more perfed difcovery of the continent. He war 
accompanied in this voyage by the fame Americus VefpuciuSy 
who claimed the honour of having difcovered America in his 
former expedition, and ftill perfifted in arrogating to himfelf 
the merit certainly due to Columbus (E). They kept the fame 
coutfe held by Bajkidas^ coaftcd along the fame mores, but 
were lefs fortunate ; as the voyage was iitither productive 
df wealth nor difcoveries ; though it furniflied the artful 
Vefpucius with the means of gaining more Credit to his pre- 
tentions, by confounding the particulars of both his 
voyages **. 

At laft, after various delays, four fhips were provided 
for Columbusy to undertake his fourth expedition ; and he 
fct fail from the coaft of Spain on the 9th oi May 1502, 
arrivirtg at Hifpaniola on the 29th of June ; where he pre- 
df£ted a ftorm that proved fatal to great part of the Spanijb' 
fleet liomeward-bound, and to the admiral's two greateft 
enemies, Bovadilla zni Rotddny before mentioned. Quitting 
this ifland on the 14th of July^ he held his courfe along the 
fouth fide of Jamaicoy uHfil he made the fmall ifland of Gua- 
naja; which he found well ilihabited, as well as fcveral* 
leflTer iflands in its neighbourhood. Thefe ftood in the cn^ 
trance to the Bay of Honduras^ at the diftance of twelve 
leagues from the cape of that name. Here he was vifited by 
a great number of rtie natives of the continent, in a canoe' 
of vaft length, eight feet wide, and conftruSed with great 
art, and more ingenuity than he had ever before difcovered. 
After mutual civilities, and the exchange of a few commo- 
dities^ the admiral difmiflTed the Indians^ detaining only one 



^ Herrb&a, Dec. i. lib. iv. f. ii. 



(By It is obvious^ that all 
the Spanifi? writers exprefs a 
flrODg fpirit of rancour againft 
Amerieus Vefpucius ; not becaufe 
liiiHfifputed the difcovery with 
Columbusf who was himfelf a 
foreigner, but becaufe he de- 
ferted Spain^ and catered into 
the fervice of the king of Por- 
tugal^ on whofe account he 
made two more voyages to the 
Ne^^v ' fVorldy as it was theii 



called. Americus had great ad- 
drefs, his voyages were the firft 
ever publiflicd on, this fubjcdt, 
and the plauiibility of his narra- 
tive flrongly prejudiced man- 
kind in his favour ; notwith- 
ftanding it appears from our re- . 
lation, and the dates of the fe- 
veral voyages, that he can with 
no truth difpute the difcover/ 
with Columiui* 

elderly 
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elderly man, to give him an account of the continent, s^d 
fcrve as an interpreter with the natives. Upon theunforma- 
tion given by the old Indian, he fteercd caftward, trading as 
he went along, and making his obfervations on the people 
and countiy. AH the Indians upon this coaft were civil and 
pacific ; they furniflied the Spaniards with abundance of pro- 
vifions, and exchanged gold, and other commodities, with 
great eagernefs, for the glittering baubles offered by the ad- 
miral. Some went entirely naked, others covered the Ptt- 
denda^ and a few wore fhort cotton jackets without fleeves^ 
manufactured in a manner that evinced they underftood the 
wfe of the loom. The figures of different animals were im- 
preffed on their bodies by the adual cautery ; and perfons of 
the greateft diftin^^ion among them wore pieces of cottoa 
cloth, of various colours, wrapped round the head. Oa 
feftivals, and extraordinary occafions, fomc painted their 
faces black, others red, but the greater number ftreaked, or 
cbecquered, wifh different tints, which they regarded as the 
ftandard of elegance and beauty. Columbus called this coaft 
Qreja^ becaufe many of the natives had ears of an extraordi- 
nary length, pierced with holes above an inch widp. Not 
CO dwell upon minute circumftances, a great refemblance was 
found among the inhabitants of this whole coaft, ^s he ad- 
vanced; though foaietimes they differed in thp manner of 
drefSng their hair, in particular ornaments, and certaia 
cuftoms, which it would fcarce be worth while to defcribe 
and diftinguifli. We fhall only take notice in general, that 
the more he advanced eaftward, the more rich were their 
ornaments ; and as he approached Porto- J^elh^ the inhabitants 
wore necklaces, to which were fufpended eagles of pure gold» 
of confiderable weight, which they bartered without hefita- 
tion for glafles, beads, and hawkVbells (F). By the ijtll 
of September he came to the little ifland ^uiribiriy oppofitc 
to the coaft oi Arcari. On this' fide of the continent he 
landed, and found the people very little different from thofe 
we have defcribed, only morewarlike, being armed with 
bows^ arrows, and fwords, made of har4 wood. From 

(F) Their method of bury- with the figures of beafts, and 

ing the dead was difierent from the izoaee of the deceafed. 

ivhat had hitherto been obfer- Many of thefe tombs were a^ 

yed. In their hoafes they had dorned with pieces of gold, and 

tombs^ in which were laid the the moft valuable t^&A of the 

dead bodies, dried, prcfcrved, country, 7£rrr^r#9 dcc<i.lib,if» 

Und wrapt in cotton cloths, over f. iv. 
fvhich were laid b,Qards covered 

^3 thcnot , 
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whence he proceeded to the bay of Caravaro^ where the in- 
habitants flocked about the ihip$, ofFericig large platen axM| 
eagles of gold, tl^at hung by their neclcs, in exchange for 
European commodities. One of thefe plates, weighing ten 
ducats, v/as purchafed at the fmall price of three hawk's- 
bells. Here the Spaniards procured great quantities of the 
precious nietal, and wer^ given to uiiderftand, they might 
nil their fliips with it by venturing two days land journey. 
Having fihifhed all his commercial bufinefs, Columbus pro* 
fceeded to Abvr^na ; and upon his approaching the ihore^ 
the Indians prefented themfelve^ in a hoflile manner ; but 
giving them to underftand by figns, that his intention was 
friendly, they brought him abundance of gold in plates an4 
eagles, fome of which weighed twenty-two ounces. From 
thence he pjoceeded to Catiba^ where he purchafed feveif 
ounces of gold in plates, for tbrei: dozen hawk's-bells ; fail- 
ing along the coaft, for fifty leagues, to the town called Cabiga^ 
and from thence to a fine harbour, to which he gave the 
name of Porto- Bello^ on account oif its beauty and conve- 
nience. This he quitted on the 9th of November^ and di(^ 
covered to the eaAward feveral fmall illands, to which he 
gave the name of Bajlimmios^ bccaufe they fupplied hioi 
plentifully with provifions. Strong north-eaft winds ohk- 
ftru£ling his couffc, he fleered, on the 5th of Defembery tq 
f he weftward, upon information that there were gold mines 
in the province of Verasua i in his voyage to which he en-r 
f:ountered fuch tempeuuous weather, and fo many difapr 
pointmcnts,' that he calle^ this part of the country La Cojia 
de los contraJlfSy or Thf Coqft of Oppofition. On the 6th of 
January he entered the river lebra^ which the admiral called 
BeUny or B^hkbem ; 2|nd difcovered another river called Vera* 
guay at an inconfiderable diftance* His boats went up the 
former to a towp, whpre the Spaniards were informed, that 
f^eragua abounded with gold mines. A trade was carried on, 
with the natives, and great quantity of this metal purchafe4 
for toys of no value. The admird was vifited by one of th^ 
caziques, who brought him fonrie gold, and condu£i:ed the 
Spaniards to the mines of Urira^ where they gathered feve- 
f al pieces of almoft pure gold round tl^e root$ of trees, with- 
put digging. From Urira the admiral's brother 'advanced 
^ >yith thirty men up the country to Zabraba, an Indian town, 

Surrounded with fields, fix leagues in extent, fown witlj 
Jndian wheat. Thence he propeeded to Catiba, where he 
was hofpitabiy entertained by the native^* who fupplied hin^ 
"\iii:ith fevciral plates of gold, fome weighing ten crowns, ii^ 
^change for thofc baub.lct, u£on yfhy:^^ they put fo high ^ 
' " ' ' y^uc. 
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value* It wai the abundance of the precious metal which 
this country afforded, that fuggefted^to Columbus the. idea of 
fettling a colony on the river Bethlehem^ and of leaving his 
brother, with fome other Spaniards^ in the country, until he 
could return with more numerous forces. Accordingly 
JBar/M^/n^zt;, with eighty meir, confented to remain, and 
immediately fet about building a fmall fort and town in the 
tnoft commodious fituation, which was the fatt, colony ever 
■ cftabliflied on the continent. The utility of this proje<9: 
was manifeft ; but it met with fuch obftru'dion in the exe- 
cution, that after great progrefs had been made, Columbus 
was forced to receive the colonifts on ' board, to fave them 
from the vengeance of the cazique ^ibiaj ^with whom they 
had fome difference. Being thus difappointed in his prin«- 
cipal objeA, that of founding a colony upon the continent, 
and being greatly /educed in (hip-provifion, he determined 
to make the beft of his way to Hifpanioh^ and coafting eaft- 
ward towards Porto-BeUo^ he touched upon the province 
iituated oppofite to three iflands, called Las Barbas^ then at 
^ortuga^ and the Caymams^ and taking his courfe dire£lly for 
Cuba^ landed upon that ifland, and proceeded for Jamaica \ 
which particulars we mention, to evince that ColumbuSy in 
bis different voyages, was the a&ual difcoverer of all the 
great iflands of the Antilles^ and indeed of almoft every ifland 
in the Wieft'Indies. He found Jamaica extremely populous, 
abounding with animal and vegetable provifion, and the in- 
habitants not only very obliging, but extremely defirou^ of 
trafficking. During his refldence here, he combated diffi<* 
culties which would h^ve thrown in defpair any other per* 
fon lefs firm in adverfity than Columbus. After fpending 
twenty years in the fervice of the crown of Spain^ and other 
European powers, and making difcoveries which will eternize 
his memory, he was now reduced to the melancholy profpe6l 
of fpending the reniainj^er of his declining life among fa* 
vages. His (hips were ftranded on the C02& oi Jamaica % 
the hope of procuring vcMd from Hi/paniola was extremely pre- 
carious, upon account of the diftance, the roughnefs of the 
Tea, and the extreme flendernefs of the Indian canoes, which 
were the^only vehicles or means to tranfmit the account of 
his fituation to Obando^ governor of the new colony; be- 
fides, great part of his crew deferted, and not only threaten- 
ed his life, but raffed difturbances among.the natives, which 
expofed him to perpetual danger, over ail which he triumph* 
ed by his prudence, perfeverance, and valour, arriving firft 
at Hifpaniola^ and then in Spain^ where he found his royal 
patronefs was dead, and his fervices coldly received by the 

C 4 court. 
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Totkof* court. Columbus^ c\i2Lgx\nti and difgufted, retired to VaHa^ 
dolidy breathed his laft, and received thufe honours after deati^ 



May, 
1506. which were denied while he was living (G). 



SECT. 



(G) As the reader hath al-, 
ready feen an abHradl of the 
life of this celebrated difcoverer 
In our eleventh volame, weh^ve • 
liere touched only npqn thofp 
circumftances of his voyages 
which are abfolutely rieceffary 
to our prefent fubjed. We have 
feen the progreffive difcoverles 
of the iflaods and continent of 
'America during the life-time of 
Col^fftiuf; and it ipay npc be 
improper to fubjoin a Hiort ac- 
count of the ftate of the iettle*^ 
xnent in Hi/paniola at this pe- 
riQdt and of thofe difficulties 
which the admiral encountered 
while he refided in Jamaica, 
When the adniiral wks fcnt back 
in irons, after his third voyage^ 
|ie prefented fo fpirited a charge 
^gM&Bo'vadilla fi\it new gover- 
nor, who had not only fuperfeded 
)iim in his authority, loaded him 
|vith chains, and robbed him of. 
fdl his .effe^Sy but pardoned, 
promoted, and. countenanced 
iill the feditious who had bcca- , 
iioned ib many didurbances in 
tii/paniol^, that ^heir majedies 
^folved to reqal him, aQIgn; 
!ng the government to Ohandp. 
tThis gentleman aded with more 
integrity; he foon perceived 
that Columbus had been injuri- 
ouily treated, and the colony 
greatly prejudiced by the arbi- 
irary proceedings of J^ovadilfaf 
^hom he now fent on board the 
feet i;K)UDd for Spain^ there to 
anfwer for his condudt. Ail hi§ 
endeavpurs, however, could not 
ciirb the mutinous fpirit and li- 
|entio^s humour wbici| had fo 



Iqng been indulged in the coIq- 
nifts. They not only difobeyed 
their governor, and threw oS alt 
reftraint, but madacred, inilaved^ 
and plundered the natives witJi 
the utmoft barbariQr. Amacaona^ 
a lady of great anthority, was 
cruelly murdered ; feveral of the 
caziques were burnt in one of the 
chief Indian towns, as they were 
preparing an entertainment for 
the Spaniards ; Caluhanamo, the 
principal cazique in the iilandp 
was taken prifoner, and hanged* 
by order of the governor ; and 
other violences, and a£ls of the 
mod ruii^ous confequences, were 
daily committed, which obliged 
the natives to deiert the ifland, 
fly to their canoes, and take flieU 
ter in the ifland of GuanaSo, at 
thediilance of eight leagues from 
Hi/paniola* 

Such was the flate of a^airs 
while Columbia was detained iq 
Jamaica^ for want of vefiels tQ 
tranfport his people and eife^s 
to the new colony. Hereth^ 
admiral Uruggled with fuch 
mahifold difficulties, as muft 
have weighed down i^ foul lefs 
elevated and inured to hardfhip 
and adveriity. It was no eafy 
matter to find perfons, daring 
and intrepid enough, tb under* 
take a voyage to Hi/pamol^ in 
canoes ; however, Columbus had 
the good fortune to jprevail on 
Mendex de Secura, and Bartbo^ 
iomirw FiepOf to rifque their lives 
for the recovery of liberty. They 
fet out, attended by fix Spani^rd^ 
and ten Indians to row, and ar* 
rived ' in ten days at Hifpaniold^ 
' ■' after 
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SECT. II. 

fpntaintng a further Recount of the Difcoveries made 
en the Continent^ and of the Settlements in Caftella 
del Oro and the Ifthmus of Darien, which led the 
Way to thf Dijfcovery and Conqueft of Mexico an4 
Peru. 

T> £ S I D £ S the voyage performed by Sebaflian Cahot to 
-^ the northward, other mariners had made fome difeoveries 
under the fame parallels ; particularly Gafpar de CortereaU a 
Vortugwfey and Jacjues Carteir^ a Frenchman^ in the life- 
time 



after fu(fauniog incredible 6* 
tigus. They delivered their 
difpatcbes, and reprefented the 
. admirars fitaation to 06aMo ; 
who promifed them affiftance, 
bat was extremely dilatory in 
tkeexecQtion. Tbc Sf^ni^r^is, 
ander Columbus, grew impatient 
of delay^ difcontented and mu- 
tinous. Francis dt Porras, onis 
of his chief oiHcers, pot him- 
felf at the head of the mutineers* 
threw off all obedience to the 
admiral* feized upon all the 
canoes, with intention of tranf* 
porting themfeves to Hi/paniola, 
and leaving him behind ; but 
were frufoatcd in their defign 
through cowardice, ignorance, 
and tempeftuous weather. A 
few remained faithful to Column 
bus ; but the Indians perceiving 
the Spaniards divided among 
themfelves* thought to profit by 
this happy opportunity, of rid- 
ding themfelvey of the fbrangers* 
whom the/ greatly dreaded. 
They refuftd to fupply him with 
proviiion iq exchange for his- 
fommodiuesi , bqt O/h^ms 



toon gained their veneration and 
cfieem by a fbatagem. Hepre^ 
dided an eclipfe of the moon^* 
which he told the Indians, de- 
noted the anger of the gods at 
their inhofpitali'ty ; which, 
rai&d fuch terrible apprehen* 
fions in them of the puniihmeat 
which /honld follow, that the^ 
returned loaded with prefenta 
to the admiral, befeeching hini 
to pardon them, anddeprecato 
the wrath of heaven. He pre«^ 
tended to comply with theil* 
requeft; and as a proof of hla 
interceffion, he bade tht Indians 
obferve how the moon would 
gradually return to her former 
colour, an appearance whicH 
inijpired them with great vene* 
ration for the God of the ChrifV 
tians, and determined them t9 
fide with the admiral againfl 
Che mutineers* They fupplied 
him plentifully with every tte<« 
ce^ary which the ifland afford-- 
^d, and were inftrumental in 
the vidory gained over the mo*^ 
tineers, their reduction, and 
thp imprifoiineiit of forras^ 
takfiA 
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time of Columbus^ We fliall, however, defer the recital of 
thefc, untU we come to defcribc the northern provinces of 



taken in the field of battle by 
tbe admhal's brother. ^ It was 
fooD afcer that Columbus fet oat 
for Hi/paniola, on the return of 
Mindesi, with a fhip and cara- 
vel/ which he had parchafed 
at S/. Domingo, withont any 
afliftance from the governor* 

To prevent interrapdng the 
cnfiiing narrative, it may be 
proper to meBtion, that feveral 
laws were now ifTued for the 
fpiritaal and temporal govern- 
ment of Hi/paniolat the only 
colony y eteiiabliihed in ^tWeft 
Indies. The profits arifing from 
th« gold and other commodities 
of* the iiland, proved ibconfi- 
derable, that the Sfanifo mini- 
ftry were feiifible the colony 
could not be too mo6h indulged 
and cheriihedy though the orO* 
Mr means were often miftaken. 
The produ6i in gold only a- 
jtouHted at this time to 460,000 
pefos, which was fufficient to 
Excite hopes of greater profits, 
when the method of purifying 
and refining was better under- 
Aoody and the colony better re- 
gulated. Ac^rdiogly, a vari^ 
cty of civil ordonnances pafifed, 
an India hoofe was efiablilhed 
at S^ille^ and a bull obtained 
^om the pontifTy for erecting an 
arcbbifhoprick, biihoprick, dea- 
conries, and other fpiritual 
dignities, in Hi/pamolu^ and 
. whatever other parts of the In* 
dies the Spaniards ihonld think 
fit to colonize. For the fap- 
port of the clergy, all the tithes 
and'firft fruits, were eftabliihed, 
excepting thole of gold, filver, 
copper, precious flones, and 
pearls, ^ach of which were the 



produce of Hifpamela^ or the 
adjseent iflande. A fchpol was 
alib eftablifhed for the inftruc- 
tion of the natives, and *the 
clergy defired to exert their ut- 
moft endeavours in propagating 
chriftianity. Several per&ni, 
(killed in navigation, were em« 
ployed in drawing charts ai the' 
iflands and continent hitherto 
known, and for laying dowu 
fchemes for further difcoveries, 
efpedally to the foudiward. 
Great numbers of people were 
brought from the hucayot to 
Hi/paniolot to fupply the room 
of thofe who had defcrted ^e 
ifland, upon account of the fei 
verity of the Spanifi governs 
ment : and don Jatms, ion of 
Columbus, folidted the king 
be reftored to all his rights and 
privileges, in confequence o( 
the grants made to that admi-*^ 
ral, or to fue for them by a legal 

STOceft. This was granted; 
on Jamif entered his plea, 
claimed to be admiral of the 
Indies, with the fame privileges 
as the admiral ofCaftiU enjoyed 
within his jurifdiiftion ; to enjoy 
the tenths of all the gold, filver, 
pearls, and other valuable pro- 
du^ons of that country, and 
an eighth of all the profits a- 
rifing to the crown, together 
with a variety of other immu- 
nities, fpedfied in the grant to 
his fiiiher. This affair was de** 
bated, and -a verdid given for 
don Jamts and his heirs, witK 
this reftridion, jthat all bufinefs 
fhould be tranfaded in the 
king's name. Fid, Herrera^ 
D. i. /. vii. / Vii. £sf /. viii, 
/ !• ii, ill. ^ iv. 

Amerk4t% 
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Jtmiricaj ^to prevent interrupting the narrative of the Spantjb 
difcoveries, conqueft, and fettlements, fraught with themoft 
important and interefting events^ which the hiftoiy of this 
new world affords. The firft colony eftabliflied after the ^^z//^;,,^, 
death of Columbus^ was in the iiland of St, John dt Puerto in PuertQ 
l^of^ called Borrigueh by the Indians^ diftant about fourteen Rico* 
leagues from HifpanioU. Ponce de Leon had learned from the 
JmUam^i that it abounded in gold ; he defired leave from 0- 
pando to vifit the ifland, obtained his r^equeft, was hofpitably 
received by the inhabitants, and (hewn two mines Extremely 
rich in the precious metal. Obando being fuperieded in th^ 
government of Hifpanioh^ and don James Columbus put in 
pofTeflion of the grants made to his father, the colonization 
pf Puerto Rico wias deferred, until the return of the former 
^o Spain ; at which time. Ponce de Lean was appointed go* 
yernor of this iiland, independent of the new admiral's au- 
^ority, with full powers to build towns and plant colonies, 
in the- manner be 0iould think moft convenient and advan- 
(ageou$ tp bis own and the general intereft. Accompanied by 
two hundred Spaniards^ and a great number of Indians j Ponce 
4e Leon fet fail for his government ^ built a town called Ca^ 
parra^ and afterwards Soto Mayor ^ and diftributed all the na- 
tives ii| tribes among the S^^/ii^r^^, to dig and fearch for 
gold» plant cotton, ^nd cultivate the earth. This fubjefiioii 
proved irkfome to the Indians^ and laid the foundation of a 

feneral revolt ^ which, after much blobdfhed, was fupprefled 
y the valour of Leon apd the Spaniards^ and the fidelity of 
a number of large do^s, with which they were attended,^ 
Of tbefe dogs, fever^I, almoft incredible, flories are related. 
fierrera affirms, that they weje more formidable to the /»-» 
dians than the braveft Spaniard; and of one particular dog he 
aflerts, that he could diftinguifh whether an Indian was well 
pr ill difpofed towards his msifter, and that in regard to his 
fignal fervices, he had a cc^t^n proportion of all the plunder 
^hich his mafter received. 

A^ouT the clofe of the ye?|r 1507, Jlonji de Ojeda^ and P'&yages of 
James de NicueJJa^ entered upon articles with, the court, to Ojeda/ra^ 
plant and colonize a part of the continent of Am^ica^ To NicuefTa 
the former was affigned all the territories extending from Cape '^ ^^/ ^off* 
ffe la f^ehy to the middle of the Bay of VraJ^Of^ beyond Car* '^*«^^» 
l,hagena ; and to the latter, from the middle of the fi^me inlet 
^o Cape Gracias a Dios. The firft of thcfe grants being made 
by the name of New Andalujia \ the other, by that of CafteUa 
del Oro ; though this name be now transferred to the interior 
parts oiTerraFirma^zni the l?irge province cdWcANewGranada.s ' 
f 1\9 iiland oi Jamaica was alfq annexed to tl^efe governments, 
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.which AQTi.yames could not but regard as a violation of bb. 
right, an ihcroachment on the grants made to Cfl/««^«j, and 
an aggravation of the affront he already fuftained in rendering' 
Puerto Rico independent of his jurifdi£lion. Young Colum-' 
bus had formed powerful connexions by marrying a niece of 
the duke (fAlva : he had obtained a verdift in the regular 
courfe of law, but the king delayed the execution ; and it ^was 
entirely through the intcreft of the Jlva family, that he was 
now appointed admiral and governor, with the fame limited 
powers as the two laft governors ; an employment, however, , 
which he accepted, even under thefe unjuft reftriitions. He 
was impbwered by the king, to furnifii all poffible affiftance 
'» to the intended eftablifhment of colonies on the continent, 

X and to encourage every plaufible fcheme that ihould be pro- 
jcftied, for the colonization either of the mai^-land qr the 
iflands. The eftablifhment of a colony on the little ifland of 
Cubaqua, called The tjland of pearls^ was efpecially recom- 
mended, as the miniftry entertained the moft fanguine hopes 
pf a profitable fifhery in pearls upon this coaft, as foon as 
proper reftri£tions were laid, and the frauds, now committed 
by the Indians^ prevented : nor were the hopes of the court 
difappointed, for the king's fifth of this fifhery (bpn exceeded 
fifteen thoufand ducats yearly. 

Don James no fooner reached his new government, than^ 
forgetting the king's inftruftions, he confulted only the 
diiftates of refentment, and gave all poffible obftruftion to 
the expeditions preparing by Ojeda and Nicuejfa ; who liker 
wife differed about the limits of their governments and fc- 
vcral jurifdi£):ions. This difpute was accommodated, all the 
difficulties thrown in the way by young Columbus were re- 
moved, and the two adventurers fet fail from Hifpaniola for the 
continent ; Francis Pizarro^ afterwards fo celebrated, fervine 
under Ojeda^ When Ojeda arrived at Carthagena^ the na- 
tives were in arms, refolving to difpute his landing ; be- 
caufe they had been inful ted by Chrijlopher Guerrd^ and*fbme 
other Spaniards^ who had lately touched upon their coafts, 
under pretence of trafficking. ' Every method was pra&ifed 
to foothe their refentment, and to convince them, that 
the intention of the Spaniards was for their mutual advan- 
tage ; but all endeavours proving fruitlefs, the governor de- 
termined to try the efFcQs of arms, fell upon the Indians^ and 
defeated them with confiderable flaughter, and booty in 
gold and prifoners. This advantage had almoft proved fatal 
to the Spaniards ; they marched up to a little town four 
leagues from the fea, and finding the Indians had retreated 
tp the mountains, they difperfed thcmfclves carelefsly in 
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faall parties, in queft of gold and plunder ; in which fitu-. 
ation they were attacked by the enemy, who wounded 
and killed theih with vaft flights of poifoned arrows. The, 
inhabitants of Tarbaco fell upon Ojeda and the fmall party 
with him 5 he maintained the fight for a long time againft a 
multitude of Indians, kneeling upon the ground, covering; 
himfelf with his target, and making dreadful havock with 
his fword ; but at length perceiving that almoft all his men 
were killed, he made a furious effort, puflied through the 
thickefl of the enemy, and direfted his courfe to the fea, la 
hopes of reaching the fliippirig. Stveiity Spaniards were 
(Iain upon this occafion, and among the refl John de la Cofa^, 
who fupported the cxpence of the expedition, fitted out the 
Heet, and now died fighting valiantly, after his body had 
been covered with arrows, and fwoln to a monflrous fize 
with the malignity of the poifon. The long ftay made by 
this party created uneafinefs on board the (hips, and feveral 
boats were fent out to gain intelligence, and fearch along 
the coaft, where they found Ojeda hiding himfelf in a tree,^ 
faint, exhaufted, and emaciated, with fatigue and hunger. 

In this fituation were the Spanijh affairs when Nicueja 
arrived, ahd not only forgave the injuries he had received 
from Oj6da^ upon the recital of his^ misfortunes, but gene« 
^oufly offered him all the affiftance in his power, put him- 
felf under his dire3ion, until he had revenged the death of 
his companions, and embraced hini with great cordiality^ 
faying, that it would be unmanly tfi add to the afflictions o£ 
Che unfortunate, and unworthy of a good citizen, to gratify 
private refentmeiit at the expence of the public fervice. 
The two governors accordingly put themfelves at the head 
of a party of four hundred men, mai^ched by night to Tar^ 
hacoy attacked the Indians unprepsfred, fet fire to the town, 
burnt and mafTacred the inhabitants, without diiiin£lion of 
age or fex ; and after having cruelly fatiated their revenge, 
teturned to their fhips, with an immenfe booty in gold ; the 
Ihare of NicueJ/a's party alone amounting to feven thoufand 
caftellanos. 

After this tranfa£tion the two commanders feparated9St.Sebt* 
Ojeda fteering for Uraba and the river of Darieuj which he (Han buiU 
had been informed by the Indians produced great quantities i« the hay 
of the precious metal. Not being able to find the river, o/* Urabt» 
he built a fort, which he called £/• 5^&<7/?i^»,' upon a hilly 
ground, to defend his people againft the attacks of the na- 
tives ; feveral houfes were erected in the neighbourhood, and 
thus was laid the foundation of the fecond town ere6ted 
^ the Spaniards on the continent, Columbus having before 
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tXiitivoMXtA to eftablifh. a eolony in Veragua, Ob(mi^ 
that the InJlians were warlike, an^ little difpofed to adm§ 
foreigners among them, he difpatched a veflel to Hifpaniola^ 
with the prifoners and gold he had taken, to procure in ex* 
change a reinforcement of men, arms, and provifions. This 
fupply was abfolutely necef&ry ; but Ojeda expofed himfeif to 
great dangers by parting with fuch a number of theov as were 
neceflary to work the veflfel, and fecure the prifoners. 
The Indians of this diftri£i: were the moft fagacious and 
alert at their weapons of any they had feen hitherto. They 
fliot- their poifoned arrows with fuch force as pierced the 
thickeft armour, unleCs it was well lined witi} cotton $ be-» 
fides they ufed their wooden fwords with great addrefs ; hii 
fo exa£lly, and threw their darts with fuch violence as real- 
ly rendered them very formidable enemies. They had no 
temples for public worftiip ; but we are told they prayed to 
the devil, becai^fe to him they afcribed the power of doing 
mifchi^f. The credulous Spaniards even alledgcd, that be 
frequently appeared to them in different hideous forms ; a 
relation which they probably believed upon the credit of the 
Indians. From this being they pretended to receive infor- 
mation, that the dead fhould be tranfported into another 
country ; for which reafon the moment a corpfe was depofited 
in the grave, large ftore of provifion was likewife buried to 
fupply the dead in the voyage ; and if the deceafed happened 
to be a male, his arms and military weapons were laid by 
him' for his defence. Thus we fee that the Indians ifl 
general entertained a crude wild idea of immortality and i 
future ftate. The Indians of Uraba^ befides their fkill in 
war, had alfo made the greateft progrefs in the aSs of civil 
life of any favage nation which the Spaniards had as yet 
beheld. Th^ir houfes were neat, and commodioufly divided 
into different apartments; their beds were cotton hammocks 
flung to the roof; and though they went naked upon ac- 
count of the heat of the climate, they were no ftran^ers x6 
weaving and fpinning, a$ appeared by feveral ifigenious 
fpecimens of piece goods« The fmall organs of generatfonf 
were containecLin cafes of pure gold, or of ivory^ while the 
Ivomen covered thofe parts which modefty requires fhould 
be concealed, with fine cotton cloths, wrapped round the 
loinsj and flowing down to the feet. They alfo wort? 
bracelets, beatds, and other ornaments round their arms and 
necks;, and all the women valued themfelves upon their 
beauty, cleanlinefs, and the fmoothnefs of their hair. Th^ 
poifon ufed apon their arrows was an animal and vegetabld 
mixture formed into a paifte, of dt£Ferent degrees 6f malig- 
nity^ 
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»i(y, iccorduig to the number of ingredients jifcd ; (6 that 
the Indians alledgcd they could kill with their poifon withia 
any limited time, two, three, five to fourteen day$. . Their 
antidotes were, the adua) cautery, fca- water, and the excre- 
ments of the wounded perfon, applied fre(h »to the fore ; ta 
v^hich they afcribed textraordinary virtues ; and it appears ' 
that Ahnfide Ojedo cured himfelf by fire, and by the ufe of 
li<5lual cautery, in the moft refolute manner, plates of ig/4 
Dited iroa being applied not only to the w^und, but to ill 
the adjacent p^rts.. It is likewife reported that many of the 
Spaniards wounded by thefe poifoned arrows grew fuddenly 
delirious^ and died raving, without atiy feverifh fymptoms. 
TilE new colony had not been long eftablifhed before 
Oje^ and his people were reduced to great extremities. At 
firft they made fome fortunate incurfion» into the neigh- 
bouring territories ; but the Indians daily increafing in num« 
bers, and in courage^ cooped them at length within the fort^ 
where they almoft periCbed with famine. Happily for them 
ft veflcl arrived from Hijpaniolaj with fcventy men, who 
had efcaped the rage of their creditors, and determined to 
fettle on the continent. Ojeda welcomed them as his guar- 
dian angels, brought them proVifions, and .having ftrengtb- 
ened the colony, he refolved to fail for further fupplies 
to Martinico^ pfomifing to return in. fifty days, and allowing ^ 
his people, in cafe he failed, to difpofe of themfeives as 
they (hould think proper. This voyage proved exceedingly 
unfortunate. Ojedot after fufiering the utmoft difirefs for 
Want of provifions, was thrown ^pon the coaft of Cuba^ 
where he was forced to fight his way through the natives to 
gain the ^aft fide of the ifland, that he might be nearer HifpO'^ 
niala* His men dropt every day through fatigue and hunger $ 
they traverfed vaft moraflfes and forefls, living upon fuch 
herbs and roots as they met with i half his companions pe- 
tifhed ^' znd Vjedaf with a few more, arrived at zn Indian 
town called Cuyba^ where they fell down through faintneft 
as if they had been dead, which fo much excited the huma- 
nity of the Indians^ that they treated them with the utmoft 
civility and kindnefs, bringing them abundance of the beft 
provifion the country afforded, and furnifhing them with a 
canoe and'rowers to fend intelligence by one of their num- 
ber, to the Spaniards in Jamaica^ in which ifland a colony 
had been fettled under the conduft of John di Efquiheh 
Young Columbuf made this eftablifhment to preferve his 
right to the ifland againii the encroachments of Ojeda and 
Nicuejpi^ who had the jurifdi£lion of Jamaica included in 
dieir late grant from the crown ^ and the difpute hski come 
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to fuch a height before thefe adventurers began their laH 
expedition, that Ojeda threatened to put Efquibel to death, if 
he prefumed fettling in the ifland ; notwitfafianding which 
the generous Efquibd was no fooner made acquainted with 
his-misfortunei, than he exerted himfelf for his fafety, and 
by the hamisinity of his condufl: fecured the perpetual friend- 
Ihip of Ojeda, He fent a vefiel to Cubay brought him and 
his companions fafe to yamaicay and tranfported them to 
lEfpaniilay where Ojeda died before the meafnai of relieving 
the colony of Uraba were put in execution. 

tficoefla'/ Such were the diftrefles of Ojeda and his little colony ) . 

ixpedition* nor were thofe of Nictuffa inferior. When the two com* 
1509, «ianders parted compainy, James Ukueffa^ in a caravel, at- 
tended by a brigantine, under the condti^ of Loped 'Olano^ 
held his courfe along the fliore, in queft of Veraguay order- 
ing the larger {hips to keep Out to fea for the greater feco^ 
rity. This opportunity the treacherous Olano feized of gra- 
tifying his ambition, and gaining the fupreme command. 
Inftead of keeping dofe in company with the caravel, he 
loft fight entirely, and then holding out to fea for the other 
ihips, gave them to underftand that NicueJJa was (hip^ 
"Wrecked, and that the chief dire£Hon of the expedition be- 
longed now to himfelf, as lieutenant. As no fulpicion was 
entertained of the truth of this relation, the failors and ofH«^ 
cers willingly yielded obedience, aind by Okno*^ order fteered 
for the river Betblehemy where he propofed fettling a colony^ 
though the fpot had formerly been unfortunate to a fimilar 
attempt. The (hips being left upon the coaft, the lieutenant 
with the whole crew entered the river in boats^ Ohm con* 
triving this ftratagem, as was imagined, to fecure the river 
to himfelf, and prevent meeting again with NicueJJa, Hii 
intention was to fettle in the country, but he found it might 
be difficult to prevail upon his people, while the fliips re- 
mained ; they were therefore left in a carelefs manner, in 
cxpe^ation of their perifhing in Tome hard gale, flood, ot 
other accident. Scarce had. the boats advanced a few leagues 
in the river, when one was overturned, and fourteen men 
were drowned, which made the failors fo clamorous in the 
other boats, that Olano was compelled to return to the (hips, 
but without abandoning his defign. He had left fome m&n 
up the river, promifing to give them fpeedy fupply of necefj 
faries, and with the brigantines he entered the nv^v Veragua^ 
where he ordered ftri£t fearcfa to be made for gold ; hut the 
men concealifig the gold, left their officer, ihould think of 
fettling here, obliged him to return to Bethlehem^ where he 
found the little coTpny greatly reduced in number^ ready w 
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|)trf lib with hunger> peftercd with gDats and mpfquetoes, diiia 
In the mod fickly condition from the moift lieat of the at* 

.mofphere, and the bn^vholefonienefs of the climate. It wj)9 

. obferved that the fick always yielded their ,laft breath at the 
tide of ebb, and that the bodies of thofe ^ho wci c buric<^ 

Jn the faiid, were as perfb£lly tonfamed in the fpace of eight 
days, as if. they had been fifty years depiofited in any Euro'^ 

^pian foil i from whence the Spaniards dr>ew dreadful proga6f- 

^tics. As the (&ip provifion was, entirely exhaufted, the ar- 
i^jval of Nicuejftt turhiihed no relief to the colony^ unlef^ 
tonfolation was drawn from feeing the number of ihe 
wretched multiplied. We may judge of the diftrefs of th<j 
whole from a fingle inftahce. A mare bappeiied to foal 
ibon -after Olano^^ arrivali and all the Spaniards flew lihd 
hungry wolves, and devoured the yaung animal, and tvw 
the placenta, which they regarded as the higheft luxury, 
having fbr feveral weeks taficd nothing befides xoots siid 
6thcr vegetables. 

Nor was the fituatron of Isticuiffa lefs depIoraUe. . Hi 

.lailed up the river with the caravel, and wa^ihipwrecked^ 
pot a morfel of the provifion being faved. As thifl^. acddent 
hap'peiied in the ^ight, many of the ^re.w were.tbfowif 

. fiCbore barefooted and naked, in whiah conditu>n-they travel- 
led oVer bdg^, m^rfhes, mountains, rocks^ arid through forefts^ 
feeding upon, vegetables^ without knowing upon which fidef 
Veragua lay j for which they w^re fearchirig. They like- 
wife foiind they were befet by IndianSy Nicue^s favouritrf 
fcrvant being killed by an arrow. At laft, in courfe of their 
wandering, they ^ere fiiut uf> by the floods in adefart ifland/ 
which afforded nothing befildes a few roo'ts and (bell fiih« 
There they fpem near Siree months in the moft piteous fitu-« 
iition ; their repeated attempts to crofs ^pon floats tQ the 
Oppbfite (bore, being all fruftrated. Many were reduced 
to fuch a flate of debility, that tbey crawled abotrt upon 
their hands and fe^t, in q44efl of chofe unvi^holefome vege- 
tables with which they were fofced (o gratify the cravrngsjf 
of appetite. Happily. ho>*evef for thofe who furvilTcd their 
ha.rdftiips, they ow^d their prefervation to tbe treachery of 
four faiiors, to whom they afcrthed all their calamities^ 
They had ru^i awa^ with the boat^ when the caravel was 
lofl, and by tnere accident lighted upon the place ^here 
Olam, With his unfortunate aSbciates, had eflablrfbed a kind; 
of cqlOny. Whether adverfity had foftcRcd Olano's heart, 
or. that he vvas afraid of the rebcllioil of the coldfiy, if he 
refufed fending relief to Nicueffa, who .was known to be liv- 
ingy by the relation of the failors, .certain it is that be.fe'ifC 
Mob. HwT. Vot. XXXVIII. P a bin 
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a brrgantine /or bim, with palmetos, and fuch other provl-' ^ 
fions as his wretched fituation would afford, which arrived 
as that commander, and the remains of his crew, were re- 
duced to the laft extremity. Their joy on fight of the veffel 

* was inexpreflible ; but Nicuejfa prudently rcftrained it, and 
moderated their appetite for devouring the palmetos, ^which 

' might have proved fatal in their faint exhaufted condition. 

•When JV/Vtt^ Joined the wretched fettJen^ent zt Sethl^htm, 

. -he demonftrated that his fpirit was not broke with adverfity, 

and that he now owed the prefervation of his life to the 

'feafonable affiilance furniflied by his lieutenant OA2»0 ; yet 

' juftice and difcipline required he fliould be punifiied for his 
rafli ambition, which not only deftroyed the intention of the 

' expedition, but proved fatal to the lives of many, and ha- 
zarded the fafety of all the adventurers. Without form of 
trial, ; he ordered him to be loaded with irons ; nor would he 
hear of his releafe, until he was forced to yield to the inter- 
ceilion of the whole colony. 

N'ICUESSA perceiving that no hope remained of ren» 

•dering the colony ufeful in the fpot which Olam had chofen^ 
he re-embarked, withdefign to return to Hi/paniolai but 
want of proviiion obliged him to put afhore a few leagues 
above Porto Bello^ where he refolved to make a fettlement, 

-faying, Let us ftay herjj en nombre de Dios^ in the name of 
God. Immediately he fell to work in ereding a fort, which 
took the name of Notrdfre de Dios^ to proteft them agarndr 
the natives, in which he failed, his people being in a fhort 
time reduced from 780 to 100 men, through fatigue, fa- 
mine, and the unwholefonicnefs of the climate. 
1510; It will be now neceffary we fliould retiarn to the fettle- 
ment at I7r^^^,: which OJ£da left behind, in order that we 
may clearly undcrftand the fate Of the colony at Nombre 
rf(? i>m.-— When the fifty days, which O/V^i? had fixed for 
his return, were expired, all hopes of relief vaniflied, and 
the wretched Spaniards gave themfelves lip to defpair. 'Two 
fmall veifels only remained, and thefe were infufficient 
to tranfport their whole number, amounting to fixty men, 
to any other country, though they were reduced to the moft 
deplorable fituation that imagination c^n figure. After ma- 
ture deliberation, it was refolved in a general council not 
to feparate, but patiently to wait the decrees of heaven, or 
until their number ibould be fo much diminiKhed, by fick- 
ijcfs, want, and the arrows of (he Indians, that the veflels 
could tranfport all the furvivors ; a period which was not 
very remote. The Spaniards died fo faft, that only hands 
enough remained to work the two veflels. Accordingly 
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fhey embarked, laying in all the (lock of proviiion they 
.could, which confifted of four mares they killed and faltedy 
and feme palmctos. Francis PizarrOy afterwards fo cele- 
'brUted, who was appointed his fubftilute by Ojedny conl- 
manded the largeft, and had the good fdrtune to join 
tht Batchilor Encifoj juft arrived in the bay oi Carthegena^ 
with a flnp and briganttne, an hundred and fifty men, good 
•flore of live ftock, and other provifion, deftined for the re- 
Jief of Oj0da^% colony at Uraba» in confequence of a contract 
l¥ith that gentleman, a little before his death. The other 
vt£el was tommanded by FaUnzueUii and periflied at fea. 
Fizatro ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevail on Eruifo to 
fleer for Veragua^ and join NicueJJa ; but the Batchekr wae 
obftinate in executing his engagements literally; however^ 
as. he entered the bay, his (hip foundered, and faimfelf with, 
the crew were faved with great diificulty.by the brrgantines, 

* all the provifions on board being entirely loft. Encifo ne- Settiemtnf 
vertheleis infifted upoA landing; but he was fo" roughly or Dari€tt< 
handled by the Indians^ and the country ofFercd fo little en* 
couragement, that he was perfuaded by ^ATt/n/z /2f A^/ft^^ to 
iaii for -the river Darieriy which he remembered fince the 
voyage he performed with Bajiidas. tialboa deferibed a 
pleaCanC town upon the banks of this river, aboiindihg ^ith 
provifion, which proved ' a ftrong inducement to the half- 
fiimiQicd Spaniards 'y his advice was followed ; and upon their 
arrival every thing correfponded with his account^ it how-^ 
ever required the force of arms to gain poffeflion of this land 
ofpromife, the cazique, with five hundred men, being ia 
readinefs to oppofe the Spaniards. A battle accordbgly cn- 
fued ; the Indians were routed, and the town Was the re- 
ward of the conquerors, who, befides a quantity of provifion, 
and feveral pieces of ipanufadured cotton, got a booty of 
ten thoufand pefos of fine gold plates. Balboa gzin^A io 
much reputation by the fuccefs of this enterprize, that his 
ambition was fired^ and he afpired at the government of the 
colony, which all agreed (hould be eftablifbed on the river 
Darien^ by the name of Santa Marja el Antigua delDariert. 
To eiFe<Si his purpofe, he enlarged his friendfliips, and con- 

» cfcrted a fcheme for depofing Encifr^ under colour, that as 
they were not within the limits otOjeda^s government, they 
owed no obedience to his reprefentative. Several circum« 
ftances contributed to facilitate his fcheme, which was foon 
put in execution. Encifo wzs depofed, and the chief dircftion B^ftAj. 
of affairs entruAed to Nunez Balboa. In this (ituation the co* haoffifj 
loity might have flouriflied, had not fre(h fubjefts of difpute ^y^^w- ^ 
arofe, and-fucb a vaficty^of feparate eprnrons and intcrefts^ /y^r fettU^ 
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9L% threatened anarchy and deftruSion. At length it .^^ 
agreied9 that Niauffa Ihould be fent for to govern th^ (lolooy) 
a veflel was difpatcbed to tranfport hiin, wf th all bis p^ople^ jLO 
Darien ; they found him naked, emaciated^ eT^hauflqd, and 
.feeble^ feeding like a* favage uppn roots and hei1>s. The 
ihocking fpe^acl^ drew tears from the beholders ; but Ni- 
iueffa was fo much elated with his change of circum* 
ilances, that he foon forfeited the good opinion of the colony 
at Dariinf and was d^pofed before he had fir^ree fdt the 
leins of aethprity* .sind.fent to fea in a rotten. caravel, with 
ievenceen men^ all Qf .wbpm perjfhed with the v^i&l ;/ though 
fome writers atled^e, .that Nimsffa reached Cuka^.T^f^A .wa3 
Biailacred, with, all his people, \}y the Indians. Thi$ refo" 
lution of ,the colony, and Balboa's artful condu^^ fecured 
him in the adn>iniftratiQn9 by whi^h he was enabled to re- 
venge hknfelf upon the Batibelor JEnMy for the 0iare ha 
bad in prompting the late difienfions. He therefore charged 
him with abrogating to htmfelf .aa illegal autbortty, and 
committing treafen, by exerting a power .upder virtue .of 
Ojeiia^s cpmmiflion^ w^ich could only be befto.wed by the 
.king, llpon this pretext he fecurcd his perfQn,.aod confiT*- 
^cated bis efFe^s ; but at length releafed the BaUbekr^ on 
condition th;&t he ihould take the firft paflage that offered 
S9t Spain QT Hifpanlola^ Further to fecure hiinf<?lf in the 
goviecnnient, .guard againft the acctffations ofJS^ndJ^^^nd (o* 
iicit aids and fupplies for the rrfing colonyr he.difpatched 
.two of his moft intimate friends to Spain and Hi/panidia^ 
fending the Baicbekr under their cuftody, and a proceft 
j^gainft him, couched. in the moft artful and bif&r terms. * 
Th£ new colony at Darien began now to flourtih extreme-' 
,}y, and fpread the terror of therr arms among the Indian 
nations, with fonie of which.they contrad^ed alliances, ta 
which ihe accident2|I diicovery of two Spaniards^ who bad 
deferted from Hicuejja^ on his firft arrival in Veragna^ and 
had lived with the Indians^ and acquired their language, 
with a knowledge of the country, greatly contributed. They 
gave the firft account of the extraordinary wealth of this- 
part q{ Jmnica^ eipecialiy to the fouthward, which was af- 
terwards confirmed hy .a young prince, who offered to ac*^ 
company Bdboa to a country where the precious metal way 
in as gr^at abundance as the Spaniards alledged iron^ was in 
JSurope \ but he faid it wou)d be neceiTary to be attended 
with a.thoufand foldiers, as he ihould be oppofed by mighty 
monarchs. Balboa had cpntraded a particular intimacy witb 
a neighbouring cazique, named Careta^ whom he had firftr 
taken pri(bAer> and then releafed, on the promife of hi» 
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friendflifp, an<] that he would fupply the colony with provi- 
fions ; an engagement which the Indian pundriialiy executed. 
Careta was then at war with another cad^ique, wjiofe name 
was Ponca \ and this prince, learning that the Spaniards took 
part with his enemy, fled to the mountains, leaving his country 
. to be wafted, and his treafures pillaged by the allies.. By this 
means the Spanijh influence became daily more confiderable ; 
princes folicited their friendfliip, and, among others, the ca- 
zjque Cemagrey lord of the adjacent country, who adiranced 
with his feven fons, and grandees, to invite Balboa to his 
city, where he lodged his troops, fuppiied them with entry 
necefikry^ and compelled them to accept the beft fervices of 
the women of the country ; the greateft mark of confidence 
that can be ihewn by an Indian^ and an indiflbluble tie of 
friendftip. The Spaniards were ftruck with the magnificence 
of CemagrtU palace far beyond any thing the * had beheld 
in America, It was 150 paces in length, 80 in breadth, 
raifedon wooden pillars, inclofed by a (lone wall, with 
rails at the top, fo beautifully carved, that the Eunfpeans were 
utterly aftonifted at the workmanfhip. Several of the apartt- 
ments diftin^iOied a rude genius for archi|e^lire and the fine 
ans ; but what was peculiarly pleafing to the foldiers, was 
the great abundance of bread, venifon, and pork, which 
they found in the ftorehoufe, together with a variety of red 
and white pleafant liquors, draWn from Indian wheat, roots, 
and the palm. The wealth and generofity'of this prince 
greatly increafed their fatisfa£lion. His eldeft fon, defirous 
of obliging the ftrangers by every means in his power, 
ordered feveral pieces of gold, valuable for their workman- 
fliip and purity, and Weighing about 40CO pieces of eight, 
together with feventy flaves, to be prefented to Nunez and 
Cmmenares^ who,*he perceived, were the leading men among 
the Spaniards ; and it was upon the divifion of thefe prefents 
that they quarrelled, and obliged the young prince to exprefs 
himfelf in the following terms. — *' The chriftians have no 
^< occafion to fall out about an aflFair fo trifling as gold ; for 
^< if they ptiise it at fo high a rat« as to forfake their native 
*< country, and difturb peaceable nations, in fearch of 
*« this metal, I will (hew thein a province where they may 
** enjoy it to fatitty, at the diftance of fix funs, or fix 
•* days journey from hence, pointing towards the fouthern 
. •* ocean ; where the natives have veflels little inferior to 
^ the Spanijh (hip$, with mafl's and fails, and where they 
^ eat and drink out of this fame gold fo much valued." 
The young prince's report was confirmed by the teftiniony 
^tbemore grave and experienced /ivi/^/fii which fo inflam* 

P 3 cd 



i^ The Hijiory df America: * 

ti the arliour of j^une% Balbpay that , he refolved immcdU 
ately to folicit the king for the ncccflary reinforcement, and 
to lay before the miniftry the inexhauftiblc fource of weahh 
he haddifcovered. Valdihia was chofen to tranfadt this im- 
portant aiFair, and he was alfo charged with the king's fifth- 
. of the gold found by the new colony, which amounted to 
15,000 pieces of eight. 
Sitttimnt While this aflPair was negotiating, and Balboa preparing 
ofi ib$ to penetrate further into the country, in order to fupply the 
yiandof colony with provtfions, which now began to fail, don james 
Cuba. Columbusy in quality of admiral and governor*general, was 
taking meafures for eftablifliing a colony on the ifland of 
Cuba. The advantages of this fettlement were obvious, 
becaufc the foil was excellent, the country populous, 
abounding with provifions, and the mod valuable articles* 
of commerce^ james Velaque%^ a perfon of underftanding, 
temper, and integrity, was chofen to condudi this enter* 
prize, and great numbers of perfbns involved in debts re- 
folved to ihare his fortune. No lefs than three hundred 
men rendezvoufed at Sahatierra de la Zavanoy and embarked 
an board forae veflels deftined forCuba, together with divers 
Indians in their canoes, headed by the cazique /£?/»iry, of 
the province of Guahaba, It was imagined this prince was 
difpofed to countenance the Spani^ expedition ; but his con- 
duS foon evinced that he had quitted Hifpaniola^ where he 
could make little refiftance, only to affift the inhabitants of 
Cuba in preferring their liberty, and thereby acquiring more 
V^eight and authority than fell to his (hare, in a' country 
Novemb. wholly fubdued, and governed by the Spaniards. According* 
}y, on the arrival of Velaque% at the port called Palmasy the 
cao^ique ftood upon his defence, and encamped, Vi^ith a con- 
iiderabie body of Indians^ in the woody grounds, which were, 
inaccei^ble to the Spanijh cavalry. Here he maintained his 
fltuation for the fpace of two months, but was ^t laft dif- 
lodged by the fuperior (kill and courage of the Europeans^ 
who drove him to the heart of the ifland, and foon after 
took him prtfoner, and burnt him alive ; which produced 
fuch an tR^Sk upon the innabitants, that the whole province 
of Maya immediately fubmitted. Civil divifions afterwards- 
arofe, which bad almqH deftroyed three parts of the fettle- 
ment. Psrdinand CorteZy fo celebrated in hiftory, took part 
again (I Velaquez^ was feized, imprifoned, and on the poinc 
of lofmg his life as a traitor and mutineer. Happily, how- 
ever, dilTenfion ceafed, and the Spaniards made daily pro- 
^refs in th^ redu£l|On of the ifland, building towns, and 

laying 
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laying the foundation of that valuable colony which hath 
ever fince been maintained (A). 

In this naanper were the Spaniards making new fettle- 1512* 
mcnts in the Wejl-Indiei^ while Balboa was ufing every ex- 



(A) The great extent and 
feriiiity of the ifland of Cuba 
v/tre at firft the chief induce- 
iBeot5 for colonizing it ; for as 
yet the Spaniards had no idea of 
the fejvice it might be of to 
xktiT American traffic in gold 
aad (liver. It exceeds two hun- 
dred and thirty leagues from 
eafi to weft, thoogh its breadth 
is unequal . From Cape de Cruse 
to Port Monati is reputed forty • 
five leagues; but this is the 
greateft breadth of the ifland, 
which in fome places doth not 
eitceed tweke leagues over. It 
is finely watered, and agreeably 
diverfified with woods, lawns, 
and valleys, the whole Handing 
within the tropic of Cancer » and 
the cHmale rather hot than un- 
ialutary. The cedars produced 
here are of fo extraordinary a 
fise, that the Spaniards had feen 
the Indians make canoes of a 
fingle trunk able to carry fifty 
men. The fruits were delici- 
ous, the quadrupeds numerous, 
and the fea and rivers well 
fiocked with iifh. A few cop- 
per mines were difcovered, and 
fome gold; but the precious 
metal was not found in fuffici- 
ent abundance to give birth to 
a fettlement, had not the other 
commodities of the ifland coih- 
penfated this deficiency. In a 
word^ it was thought that Cuba 
snight foon be rendered the gra- 
nary of the Sp^nijh fettlement on 
the continent and iflands, which 
was the principal motive with 
the admiral for profecuting his 
d€fi|n of fi^ttling ^olonie$ iQ a 



country which furnilhed but a 
fmall quantity of the commo- 
'dity upon which alone the Spa* 
niardsf at that time, put ai^y 
value. With refpeft to the in- 
habitants, they greatly refem- 
bled the natives of Hifpaniolap 
in temper, ftature, and particu- 
lar cuftoms. They profefTed no 
religion, performed noworfhip» 
and built no temples; though 
their phyfitians might be re* 
garded as a kind of priefls, who 
pretended to communicate with 
an invifible fpirit, called the de-. 
vil by the Spaniards. They 
were called Behiques ; and the 
people were deluded by them 
into the moft monftrous fuper- 
flition and abfurdity ; it was 
believed, forinflance, that zBe* 
biqui could cure certain dan-* 
gerous difeafes, by blowing up- 
on the patient. A general no^ 
tion of the deluge prevailed, 
and the Indians of Cuba affirm- 
ed they were the defcendants 
of an old man who built a vef- 
fel, in which he put the male 
and female of all animals, and 
thereby faved all animated be- 
ings from the univerfal dera- 
flation by wafer. As to the 
form of government eflablifh- 
ed among the natives of the 
]iland» it was monarchical, but 
not defpotic; for the cazique 
had not power to enflave any 
of his fubjeds* Obiedo accufes 
them .of a certaio unnatural 
paffion ; but this is denied by 
Acofta, Herrera, and other wrir 
ters of credit. Obied. p. 57^ 
Herrer. dec. u h ix. feft. 2. 
D 4 * pedicpt* 
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pHient to procure gold and provifions, zpd extend his tnffii* 
pncc on the continent. Towards the beginning of this year 
he had intelligence that a cazique of the province of Dabayht 
y^s poflefled of immenfe tieafufes^ the oiferings made in 

f;old, at a certaiiT temple in his dominions, Exceeding be* 
ief. This excited his avarice, and produced the refolution 
of attacking the C9zique. Accordingly he embarked with 
160 able-bodied men« in two brigantines, and a great num- 
furthtr ber of canoes, ordering Calmenaresy with a third qf this force, 
proceedings to pnter a great river, aImo(l pine leagues to the e^ward 
e/the colo-: of the gulph of Darien. On the firft notice of this expedition, 
^ «/ Da- Ceneacoj the granf] cazique of Darien^ witlidrcw to Dabayba^ 
l^cii, and leaving the intermediate country entirely depopulated, an(j 
^\l'^^ ^a prey to the Spaniards^ by which means they obtained a 
paiDoa. ^oQ^y in gold amounting to feven thoufsind pieced of eight \ 
all which was loft in a ftorm pn their return. Upon this 
Jofs Nunez again entered the river, joined Calrmnares^ f\At 
dued feveral caciques, and thep returned to Darien^ 
without procuring any other advantage to the fcttlcment, 
than that of imprefling the (n^ians with dreadful notions of 
^e power and invincibility of the 5/tf«/V<3fr> and gainUig • 
fpme further information refpe6ting the country (B). 

The report of the young cazicjue of Cemagre^ conqern- 
jiig the fouthern oc^an, and the prodigious wealth of certajt) 
countries lyin^ along that co2l&» fuggefted to Balboa the ne« 
teffity of repeating his inftances to the court for farther fuc^ 
pours of men, artns, and ammiinitioni He eagerly defire^ 
to enter upon freQi difcoveries and conquefis, but he was 
fenfible that his force was unequal. For this reafon it wa^ 
determined in a general cquncil of the members of the co • 
lony, to fend Calmenares and Cayzedoy two gentlemen oif ab|« 
jity and c|iara£l:cr^ to Spaing to make the ftrongejft rempn- 
iftrances to the king, of the great ej^pe^atjons entertained ; 
and to givp weight to their negptiation, a fifth of all thci 
gpld belonging to the colony was fent as a prefent ; but 
juft as the ambaiTadors had departed, and Nun^ was pleafing 
" ' ' :. ^ . tiimfe^f 

(B) It wi|s s^bout this time lie eave this appeUatioo^ be« 

i^k^x Pence deLeon^hev^gh^X' canic it was difcoyered on 

iVdcd in the • goveri)indnt of Eaftefy called Pa/qua cie Flores^^ 

Tuerio Ricof i^folyed upofi a by the ^4/y2>ri/. Here be land- , 

Toyage in qtieft of- dtfcoyerics ; ed.^t an inconfiderable diilance 

in coarfe of which he fell in from Cspe Ccrrientes^ tppk pof* 

wjil^ ^ great number pf fn^ail feffion in th^ n^me of his cat ho - 

^flandv fonie of them before licmajefty, and ere Aed a done 

unknown to the Europeans, ^d * with an infcrlptiofly Hcrret^ 

^'i(hthetoa«i of F/9r/y^4 to which dec.i. 1. i^:. fed. y. 
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hlfflfelf with the hopes of their fuccefs, a confpiraqr to fehse' 
his perfon v^as difcovered. The colony was divided, and 
every thing confprred to the deftrudion of all the fanguine 

' notions entertained by Nuntx Balhoa. One JhnfdJ^ereZy in- 
cenfed at the diftribution of the gold made by Balboa^ ha4 
contrived a fch^'b for feizing ten thoufand caftellanoes 
kept in bank as the common property ; this he executed, and 
divided in fuch a manner as fecured him an equal, if not a 
fuperior party. The Spaniards had twice formed in order of 
battle, to dcftroy each other, when fome more coniiderate 
perfons interpofed, and reprefented the terrible confequencea 
of fuch a Qieafure, which muft leaye the conquerors an eafy 
pey to the* Indians. This produced a cefTation of hoftili- 
ties, and prevented the* immediate {bedding of blood, but 
did not cfFeft a reconciliation ; it is probable therefore the 
parties might have.proceeded to the mod fatal extremitiest - 
bad not Chfijicpher leafonably arrived from Hifpaniola^ with ' 
two (hips, 150 men, great fibre of provifion, and a cbmmif- 
fion figncd by the treafurer PaJfammU^^ imjiowered by the 
king, conflituting J5^/^0tf captain -general of all the coun- 
try poiTefled by the Spaniards roupd the ifthmus of Darien, 
Nunez was overjoyed with this profperous circumfiance, IS'3^ 

.which, by re-eftablifhing his authority, and placing it upon ' 
a more folid foundation than the capricibUs Will of his com* 
panions, enabled him to break the Confpiracy, and reduce' 
the mutineers to reafon, without ftriking a blow, or Ihcd-f 
ding a drop of blood. However, his fatisfaftion was confi-. 
derably diminifced by the accounts he received, t\i2xEncifi 
arrived fafe in Spain^ prefcnted bitter remondrances againft 
his tyrannical conduct, and fo far gained credit with the. 
court, that his majefty direfled a procefs to be made againft*^ 
NuneZi who was ordered to make good all the damages fuf? 
tm^d hy the Bauhflor^ and to anfwer the charge int)erfoii' 
before the miniftry. J?^/^^ not doubting, upon thisinte!*' 
iigence, but he (hould be fuperfeded upon the arrival of the 
firft Ihip from Spain^ refolved to go irt purfuit of the treafurea 
mentioned by the young cazique, and the difcovery'^of the 
SdiithSsa^ hopiDg that he might give the court a better imr 
pfti&on of his condu£^, if he could fucceed in performing 
fd'elftrtthl a piece of fervice. To carry this dcfign inta 
execution^ he began -with aniinating his people, and exerting 
their ainb^tion by the profpeft of immenfc wealth and im«- 
mortal honour; When he had roufed a fpiritof enterprize . 
and enfiulation, he felefled 190 men, of whofe ftrength, ' 

valour, and attachment to his perfon, he entertained the beft Nor, a^. 
ppifiion, 1000 Indians^ an^ fevcral fierce dogs, with all which 
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he embarked rn two brigantines, and a great number of ca» 
does, and failed to the territories of the cazique tareta^ by 
tvhich he ihortened the march conflderably. He then pro* 
ceeded by land to the dominions of the cazique Ponca^ who 
hid himfelf in the mountains, on the news that the Spaniards 
were approaching. Nunez fent fome Indians belonging tt> 
his ally Careta^ to aflure Ponca of his friend(hip, which had 
the effect, and drew that chief out of his retreat, with a, 
prefent for the Spanijh commander of no pefos in gold, 
tvhich was all he poifeiTed. As it was of the iitmoft con- 
fequence to leave no enemies behind, Nunez entertained 
him civilly, and difmifled him with preferits of hawks-bells ' 
and beads, upon which the Indian placed a greater value than 
all the trcafures of Peru and Mexico. Ponca granting the 
Spaniards a free paflage, loading them with provifions, and 
furnifliing them with Indians to carry their baggage, they 
proceeded to the territories of the next prince, whofe name 
was ^uaregua. This cazique was powerful, and hearing 
of the approach of the Spaniards^ he had collected a fmall 
army to oppofe them ; but the found and fire of the muf-/ 
quetry fo terrified the Indians^ that they fcampered about thc^ 
, hills, fully perfuaded, that as the white men could com^ 

mand both thunder and lightning, they muft be fomething 
fupernaturaL The a£iion was but of (hort duration, 
though the carnage was confiderable, the dogs making ter- 
rible havock among the fugitive Indians, Here the cazique 
was killed, his brother taken prifoner, rich booty obtained 
in plates of gold, and a dreadful idea of the Spaniards im-. 
preifed on the minds of the inland natives, who hitherto 
knew nothing of them except by diftant report. Leaving, 
behind, in ^aregua^s town, which had now entirely fub-^ 
mitted, fevcral Spaniards^ who were either fickly, or too 
much fatigued, to purfue the journey, Nunez proceeded to 
the fummit of thofe mountains, whence he was told he.might 
behold the fouthern ocean. The diftance from thence to 
Ponca^s territories was.no more than fix days march ; but it 
coft the Spaniards five-and-twenty days, on account of the 
roughnefs of the country, the fcarcity of provifipn, and the 
>veaknefs and fatigue of the foldiers. At length they reach- 
ed the top; and Nunez no fooner caft his eyes upon the' 
fea, than he fell down upon his knees, and in a kind of 
prophetic extafy returned thanks to heaven, as if he had 
forefeen all the happy confequences refuUing to Spain from 
South -fea the difcovery. Having finifhed this aft of devotion, he 
Jirjt/een, turned towards the fea, and bid his men behold it as the^. 
e|id of all tbcir toils, repeating hi$ promifes of immenfei '^ 

wealth, ^ 
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^itolth, ahd unbounded reputation, to all who (hould follow • 
him to that fcene of riches and glory. He then drew up a 
certificate of h« taking poflcfEon of the South-Sea^ all the 
wealth it contained, and the coafts by which it was hemmed 
in, for his catholic majefty and the crown of Caftile \ the 
better to confirm which he cut ^owo trees, ereded croffcs, 
raifed heaps of ftones, and cut the king's name on the baric 
of ieveral trees of difierent kinds, to the great aftonUhment 
<^ the Indians, who could neither conceive the caufe of joy 
ifl the Spaniards, nor the meaning of all thefe ceremonies. 

Next he began todefcend the mountains, ftill advancing 
towards the ocean, and proceeded with great caution tO" 
wards the frontiers of a potent cazique called Chiapes, who 
marched out to meet him at the head of a formidable army* 
When the cazique came within .a proper diftance, the< 
Spaniards Bred 2L voWty of tm^il arms, the found of which 
being reverberated by the neighbouring mountains, made (o ' 
dreadful a notfe, that the affrighted Indians deferting their ' 
chief, fled to the mountains for (helter, againft thofe drejidful 
enemies, who they imagined had power over the elements^ 
and could produce ftorms, lightning and thunder, at plea-* 
fure» As to the cazique, he fought refuge in his town,. 
and Nune% fent fome prifoners he had taken, to aflure him that 
nothing more than provifions, and a free paflage through his 
dominions, was wanted j upon which he thought it better 
to put himfelf into the hands of the Spaniards, and /ely on 
their generofity, than run the hazard of renewing thofe 
belches of fire and fmokc. "Accordingly he came with a 
prefent in gold, amounting to 400 pieces of eight, apolo- 
gizing for the fmallnefs of the offering, *^ becaufe, faid he, 
*' we Indians fet no value upon the drofs, and take no pains > 
" in colleding it." Chiapes was gracioufly received, and 
his prefents were returned by what he deemed more than 
an equivalent, a prefent of beads, looking-glaffes, fciffars, 
and hawks-bells, together with fome hatchets, the ufe of 
which, in cutting down trees, the Spaniards fhewed him. 
Nunez, and his people, were fo well entertained in this ca- 
zique's metropolis, that he fent for the fick and wearied 
whom he left behind in S^aragua ; but before their arrival 
He detached Francis Pizarro to furvey the coaft and adjacent 
country. John Efcoray and Alonfo Martin were fent by dif- 
ferent routs upon the fame bufinefs, each being attended 
with twelve men well armed 5 and Martin was fo fortunate 
as to hit upon the iborteft road to the fea, where he no 
^ner arrived than he went, into a. canoe which he foufi4 
-^pon thcibore, and dcGred his ctopanions to bctr^itnefs, 

that 
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tfrat'lie was the firR European who entered Ait Smt/f SiS* 
On the return of thefc parties, Nunez made ready to quit 
the territories of Chiafus^ who offered to attend him to the 
riext province, together with a great nrumber'of his people, 

• loaded with provifion and the baggage of the Spaniards, 
When he reached the fea, he took pofleffion in the name of 
the catholic Icin^, with all the ufaal formalitiet, and made < 
pUbKc declaration that he would defend the rights of the 
Crown^ of Cajii/e againft atl oppofers. Then he feized upon 
nine canoes that he met with on the eoafi ; he paffed over a 
river to the dominions of a chief named Cocura^ who rcfolv- 
ing taoppofe him drew out his troops, and was going to at- 
tack the Spaniardsj when a fingle difcharge of the mufquetrjr 
filled his whole army with terror and difmay, which was fuc- 
ceeded by a general rout, and foon after by fubmiffion, and 
aprefent from the caajiqueof 650 pieces of eight in gold. 

NUNEZ Balboa had now difcovered the Sdtfif A S/^, but 
the wealth ^ich he expe£ted to find among the nations 
bordering on the coafl, fell greatly fliort of expedatton. It 
was therefore highly neceifary to fupport his credit with the 
Spaniards under his command, by making further attempts. 
Accordingly hie embarked much againft the inclination of the 
c^ziqae Chiapes^ in canoes, with intention of croffing a bay 
that run far into the land, and featching the furrounding 
country for the precious metal. This enterprize had almoft 
proved fatal ; for a ftorm came on, the canoes were in the 
utmtift danger of being oveirfet j and they at laft made a dc-i 
fert ifland, in' the middle of the bay, often flruggling with 
great dangers and difficulties. In the night a flood came on, 
that not only ftaved the canoes, but covered the whole 
i^^nA\ii\\tSparAard5 remaining for feveral hours up to the 

' waift in the fca, expefting every minute to be fwallowed 
up. Provifion failed them, their fpirits were exhaufted with 
the fatigue of flandingfo long, and all muft have perifhed 
with famine had not a calm enfued, and the Indians, with 
great addrefs, repaired fome of the canoes, which wafted 
them to the lands of a chief whofe name was Tumaco. With 
itiuch perfuaficJn this chief was prevailed on to regard the 
Spaniards zs friends, and to aflift them with provifion. At laft 
hevifitcd Nune% in perfon, with 614 pieces of eight in gold, 
and 24oiarge pearls of ineftimable value, had not their co- 
Jbur been injured by the fire; by which method i\i\e Indians 
always ieparatedthd &e\% until they had been taught by the 
Spaniards* Obferving that the Spaniards fet a great price 
i^on the' pearls, and pleafed with the returns they made df 
foofangi^^^affes, bcads^ and hatchets, be difpatched fomc of 

bi§ 
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iib people to fi(h for more ; who returned wtth 96 ouitc^ri 

Df beautiful pearls, quite undamaged \>y the fire ; all which 
the cazique gave to Numz^ telling hitD) that there was an 
iflaod, at the diftaoce of 00 more thajl five leagues, where 
he might find aouodafKe of peails of imoienfe fize. This 
infoffipaticn was fuffieient to roufe the avarice and curiofity 
of the Spam4irdf who l^gan immediately to prepare for the 
fxpeJition, but was prevailed on by the cacique Cbiapes to 
de/br it til^ the fummer». whien he might crofs the fea with 
leb danger, and fifli with siore fucceft. .As -he had laid afide 
the notion of penetrating, further, until. the feafon became 
more favourable, be thought of returning Co DarUn^ and 
making the neceflary preparations for afre<b attempt, hav* 
jjq; r^^eived information that the coaft extended without 
bpunds to the fouthward, meaning Peru ; that there was n ^ 
prodigious quantity of gold ;.and that the aatives ufed cer* 
tain beafts, which the Indians defcrtbed, to carry burthens. 
Thefe were no other than the Perttvian iheep^ Which the 
Spaniards took to be camels or deer, from the figures of them 
made with earth by the Indians of Tuma^o j and this we may 
t^ard as the fecond intimation ofPtru given to the Spaniards^ Intttti* 
Who. were iK>tyet fufitcieiktly acquainted with the iituation ^r^rr^ if 
of the country, with refped either to latitude or longitude, Peru< 
or the extenfion pf the land, to annex other ideas to thofe im- 
perfed hinu and obfcure defcriptions. In general Nm$% 
colleded information fuffieient to raife the moft fanguine 
expedations.of the immcnfe weahh that muft accrue from 
the fummer expedition he meditated. It was agreed on all 
hands,. that the nations both to the fouth and north of the 
ifthmus overflowed with gold, upon which the inhabitants 
put no value ; fo that it was the lefs likely to become an 
ob).ed of contention. However, the jealoufy which the //f- 
mm in general exprefled with regard to foreigners, and the 
difficulty with whi^fa they were prevailed on to fufFer the 
Spaniards to enter their country, evinced Balboa of the neeef* 
fity of making all the preparations he could to penetrate, by 
force, fliould the cazic|ues offer to oppofe his defigns. 

WiTM this view he began his march back to Darien, 
tricing leave of the cazique Chiapesy who wept at his depart 
fure* and leaving upder his prote6tion all the fick that could 
not trjavel, until they fliould be perfe^ly recovered. He now 
took a different rout, on his return to the north, than what 
had' brought him to the ibuth, in^rderto examine the coun- 
try more accurately, and to extend the fame of the Spaniards 
more widely among the /W/^n nations. Hefoon reached ij^e 
teriitories of a. prince called T^ocl^an^ who coiKcivrni^ ar 

hi^b 
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high opinion of the generofity of the Spaniards from t\it t€^ 
port of the Indians who attended them, came out of his towA 
to meet Nunez^ with the greateft marks of refpedl and aiFec^ 
tion, Jbringing ^ith him a prefent of a thoufand pieces of 
eight in gold, curioufly wrought, and two hundred beauti- 
ful pearls, thoifgh fomewhat difcoloured by fire. • He defired 
,the Chiapefs Indians might be returned, and he would fupply 
' the Spaniards with a fufficienc number of his peojjfe to carry 
their baggage and provifion, which he liberally provided^ 
In a word; after refreOiing th^mfeiVes for three days in the 
dominions of this cazique^ Nunez and his companions began 
their march over lleep and barren mountains, in afcending 
which they encountered manifold difficulties. At laft, they 
reached the dominions of a great lord, named Poncray whp 
was no friend to the obliging Teao€han'\ for the fubjedsMsf 
this latter were perpetually foliciting Nunez to make war 
upon Ptmcra^ and lay wafte his city. Upon entering the 
xnetropolis, they found it abandoned by the inhabitants, 
though the Spaniards obtained a booty in gold» amounting to 
three thoufand pieces of eight. Nunezsi^XiX. out feveral In* 
dians to fearch for Poncra in the woods, to afitire him that he 
might return with fafetyto his to\frn ; but if he refufed, that 
the Spaniards would hunt him with their dogs, and exter- 
minate the whole nation : menaces which produced their 
cfFed ; for Poncra^ terrified with the thoughts of being ex- 
pofed to the dogs, waited on Nunez with a prefent of gold 
to the value of three thoufand pieces of eight. It is not 
mach to the honour of the Spanijh commander that he vio' 
lated his faith on this occafion, and fufFered Poncra to be 
torn in pieces by the dogs, under pretence that he was fofced 
to comply with the importunity of ail the neighbouting ca«r 
ziques, who demanded his death as a teftimony of his friend-^ 
ihip for them ; altho* in fad Nunez was aduated to this mea-» 
fure by the obftinate filence of the cazique, who refufed to 
give him any information concerning the country where he 
found bis gold. 

Here it was that Nunez was joined by the Spainidrds^ 
whom he had left under the protedion of Chiapes. ^ When 
they found' tbemfelves tolerably recovered, they began their 
march through the dominions of the cazique Boneniamaf 
who received them with teftimonies of the flrongeft -friend- 
fliip ; entertaining them with the beft things his country 
afforded, loading them with provifions, making them apre- 
fent of 2000 pieces of eight in gold, and efcorting them in 
pcribn, with a large retinue, to Poncra ; where, taking ^«- 
nez by the hand, he harangueid him in the folio wir>g worda: 

«« Brave 
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*^' firave and bold man, here are your companions, whom 
** I bring to you fafe and well as when they arrived in 
*' my territories. He that makes thunder and lightning, 
** and beflows on us the fruits of the earth, preferve and 
*' keep you and them." When he fpoke, he fixed his eyes 
upon the fun, whence the Spaniards concluded, that he 
wor/hipped that luminary as the fountain of all temporal 
bieffings. It was from Boneniama that Nunez had the beft 
intcJiigence of the ftate of PerUy which he could- hitherto 
obtain ; though the want of good interpreters rendered his 
information ftill imperfed and dcfeflive. After acknowledg- 
ing the civilities of this friendly cazique, by the prefent of 
feme trinkets, and other tcftimonies of regard, the Spaniards 
quitted Poncra^ after having refreflicd themfelves in thslt 
town for the fpace of '2 month, afcending dreadfuf mountains, 
and travelling from one hill to another, without a tra£l or 
vcftige of human foot, and guided only by their compafs and 
(he Indians^ to whom all roads were indifferent. Whea 
they were almoft fpent with fatigue, they reached a town be- 
longing to the cazique Buchebuca:^ which they found abandon-* 
ed by the inhabitants. The Indians were fent in queft of the 
cazique, who was taken, concealing himfelf in the thick- 
eft woods,, out of ihame and concern that he had no provi- 
iions, or any other means of demonftrating his efteem for the 
' Spaniards ; defiring, however, that they would accept of cer- 
tain pieces of gold, in token of his regard and friend(hip : pro- 
vifions would at this time have been more welcome than gold 
•to the Spaniards ; but the extreme poverty of the furrounding 
country convincing them of Bucheluca's fincerity, they pro- 
ceeded on their march, pining underthe united preflure of hun- 
gerand fatigue. As they were attended with no beafts of bur- 
thef», all the ftock, which the Indians carried on their fioul- 
ders, was confumed in three days, and they were thus left de- 
ftitute in a country that furniflied fcarce any neceflaries of life. 
In this fituation, Nunez was addrefled by ambaffadors and pre- 
fcnts from the cazique Chiovofo ; who, after many profefiions 
of efteem and friendihip, fought his affiftance againft a po- 
tent neighbour, with whom he was at war. The prefents 
confifted of thirty pieces of gold, which weighed above 
14,000 pieces of eight; but they were not fufficient to en- ^ 
gage the Spaniards in an unnecefiary quarrel in their prefent 
unhappy circumftances, though they acknowledged them 
tvith civility, and fent in return fome pieces of looking-glafs, 
glafs-beads, and hatchets, to the cazique, direfting their 
narch to Pacorofa^ the cazique of which country fled at their 
approach, but returned on the civil meffage fent him by iVa- 
»^ and n^ade that commander a prefent in gold to the value 

of 



4>flifte«n hundred pieces of eight. The Spmiards rttttii 

mpmh in the dominions of this pripce, and then fet forward 

for the territories of "Tubonama^ a lord much drcadpd for his 

j>ower and valour. In their prefent iltuation it was not thought 

;advirable to enter upon open war with thjs cazique, no^ 

.]^ithftanding NuHez was fflured, that he would obftrud tl^ 

paflage of the Spamardsi rccourfe, therefore^ was hid to 

jfiratagem, and a refolution purfued oi 2itMck\ngTubamm hy 

iurprife, in which they fucceeded ; the c^zique, bis whole 

family, and eighty of his, women, being made priibners. A^ 

.this prince had governed with great fe verity, and oppreflcd 

.all his neighbours, the report of his captivity wasoo foooer 

.ipread, than the people flocked fro/n the a^jac^nt towns tof 

.complain <>f his coik]u£t, and (o^icit tl^t h.e might fuffer 

^Gpodiign puni/h|nent. The caa^ique denied the accufattons^ 

{l^bich he alledged y^ere founded gpon envy and malice; b^ 

JVff pt bitterly, direw . himfelf at the feet of the Sf^mjk cooh 

.m^t^er, 9nd promt fed eternal fr.iendCbip .apd Tubmfflion. 

.r^rceiving that Nunez entertained no refentipent, and that 

^e. intended fetting him at liberty, he prefented him widii 

.£old» bracelets ^nd: female, ornamepts, to the value of three! 

.tfiou/and pieces pf eight ; and next day a prefent c^me froirf 

the. lords his vaiTals, to the aq[iount of fix tboufapd pieces of 

eight: but l^ubangmfl obflinately refufed to acquaint tbtf 

.£^tf;^f(7r^i.wbence,he4ref(v the gold, fearipgthey,w6uld never 

«quit bis domioions (bould he divulge this imporiant feCtet. 

Yet, in.defpite pf the cazique's filence, Nunez foubd, upon 

'fearchiiig,, that the country yielded gold, ^nd therefore ft- 

.folyed to eflablj(h a colony in Patfifq/a's d^minioAs and Tu^ 

^kfnama's ; oot poly for working the mioes, but for the con^ 

•ifenieope of c^r^ying on a trade over iht iflhipusy betiyeenf 

.tbeSoMth;apd I^orth feas. The only puoifliment inflidel 

.9n the.^ziqucfor hrs.o]l>ftinacy,.Was, the.cs^rrying away his 

^oipen land fon ; though it was thought he freely parted with 

.(be Utter, ito ferve him as a ^fpy 6vef the actions of the 

Spaniards. At parting, Nu^ez charged Tuhnama to colled' 

as much gold .as he could, and, fend .h tp Darien ; in itwn 

.fprwhich^ he iriight always depend on his friendflijp and 

prote^ion: the cazique promifed.e^ety thing, but nev^ 

.ihougbt of the performance of bis engagements. 

Just as ^wtez had quitted the territories pf Tubanamf 
he .W48 feized with a fever, in confe^ueiKe of the diligence 
and aflivity he exerted through the. whole courfe of this fa- 
tiguing expedition ; but he would ryot fuffer bis owA illtfefs 
to prove any obftruiStiom to the publick affairs. The men 
purfued their march^ while Nunez was carried in a kind of 

littery 
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litter, ofi the (houlders of the Indians^ in which fituation he 
arrived in the dominions of the cazique Canagre^ his ally, 
who was now dead, and the chief power veiled in his fon, 
|he young prince who had given the firft information con- 
cerning the Scuth Seoj and the riches of Peru. The Spaniards 
were joyfully welcomed by the young chief, who made 
Jfumz a prefent in gold exceeding two tboiifand pieces of 
, eight; in retar^i for which, the Spaniard gave him a linen 
Aire, and fome other trifles, which he deemed of ineilimable ^ 

value. . After refrelhing himfelf in Cemagre^ and re<;overing 
bis health, Nunez fet out for Darien^ where he arrived on 
the 19th .of January^ having received intelligence upon his 
march, that two floops, loaded with provifions, were lately 
arrived from Hifpqniola^ which infufed great fpirijts into the 
whole company. In this manner ended Nunez Balboa^s ex- 
pedition in queft of the South Sea i during which he dilplay- /5I4-* 
ed every quality of a great commander, gaining the elleem 
of bis own people, the refpe(Sl of the Indians^ forming al- 
liances with all the naitions through which he paiTed, mark- 
ing every circqmftance that could facilitate further difcove- ' 
ries, and promote the dedgn he formed of repeating the ex- 
pedition, and eftablifhing a commerce between the South 
and North fqas 3 and returning with immenfe wealth, with^ 
out any diminution in the number of his companions, and 
with great increafe of glory and reputation. He now divided 
the fpoils, referving a fifth for the crown, with fo much 
juftice and impartiality, that all were fatisfied, and Nunez 
equally admired by the companions of his toil, and the 
Spaniards who remained at Darien for the defence of the 
colony. 

Immediately an account of the fuccefs of the expedi- 
tion, with the king's fifth of the riches brought back, was 
difpatched to court, which Nunez was in hop^^s would efface 
ail the bad impreffions of his conduft made by the fuggeftions 
of his enemies. ' The efFcS did not, however, correfpond 
with his reafonable hopes ;, for the news no fooncr arrived 
in Spain of the difcovcry of the South Sea^ than his Majefty 
appointed Peter Arias iAvila to fucceed Nunez Balboa in the ^..j^^ 
government of Darien^ allowing him twelve hundred men to d'AviU 
reinforce the colony, and pufh the difcovery; a number ^j^^^^^^^ 
which Arias increased to fifteen hundred able-bodied foldiers. pernor of 
A bilhop, and feveral clergy, were aHb fent for the religious Darien. 
government of the new colony, by this fleet, which entered 
the bay of Uraba towards the clofe of the moniii of July ^ 
proceeding from thence to the fettlement at Darien^ where 
Arias and. the bifhop were received by !Nufuz with all poffi- ^ 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. E .ble 
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ble refpefl. It was Balhoa^s intention to give all the affiif'* 
, ance in his power to the new governor, and not to abftruft 
the publickfervice out df private refcntment ; but the colJnefs 
with vfh\c\i' Arias met his civility, and the bitter profecutioH 
he commenced againft the old governor, foon broke all his 
jefolutions, and rendered the two commanders implacable 
enemies* To increafe the misfortunes of the iettlement^ 
fickncfs broke out among the troops lately arrived from Spain ; 
and provifion beginning to fail, it was found neccffary to 
fend back great numbers by the return'of the fleet. Nor was 
this all ; the mifconJ.U(Sl of Arias^ and of the perfons he em- 
ployed, raifed fuch a cloud of enemies, as threatcnetJ the en- 
tire deftrudtion of the colony. One Ayom. had been fertt 
with a party of 400 men to'' erect fettlementsin different parts 
of the IJihmus towards tbe Soitth Sea, and collefl as much 
gold as circumftances would admit. Ayora was mindful only 
of the laft pah of his inftrudions. He fell upon the Indians 
without dillindtion, robbed, pillaged, mafTacred, and perfi- 
dioufly violated all the alliances formed by Nunez, returning 
indeed with fome booty purchafed at the expence of national 
honour, and the friendftiip of the caziques, fo eifential to 
the welfare df the fettlement, and the fuccefsof the defigns 
formed by the Spanijh miniftry. Several other excurfions to 
the fame purpofe were made, all of them tending to weaken 
the fettlement, and irritate the natives, for the fake of an 

VfjfcriU' inconfiderable quantity of the precious metal. In fome of 

nateexpe- thefe expeditions, all the Spaniards periflied, and the particu- . 

ditions. lars of the misfortune were afterwards colleded from the 
Indians, Ayora had erefted a kind of little fort in the cazique 
Tubanama\ dominions, in which he le!t a garrifon, under 
the conduct o^ Menetces. T.^hQ Indians kept this handful of 
men perpetually Ihut up, and Arias found it neceffary to 
withdraw the garrifon, and employ the foldiers in fome more 
profitable expedition. 7V//^ ^^ G2/z;n^/{ was accordingly order- 
ed with a party to make difcoveries as far as he could to the 
weftward along the South Sea, and to take along with him 
the little garrifon in Tubanamd's territories. On his arrival 
. he found the little garrifon clofely blocked up, and reduced 
to extreme neceflity ; but the fight of his troops obliged the 
Indians to retire ; upon which the fort was deferted, the 
Spaniards marching in a body to the countries poffeffed by the 
caziques Chepo and Chepauri, with whom Guzman contradl- 
ed an alliance. The laft mentioned chief, in particular^ 
treated the Spaniards with the utmoft hofpitality ; but while 
they were entertaining themfeWes in the moft friendly man:* 
ner, an Indian boy entered, and informed Guzman^ that the 

town 
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{ti^ti ahd dominions in which he was fcalling were Wy rights 
of which he .was deprived by the virjairty of his hoft, whor 
had been appointed guardian to him by his father. He beJ 
fought his affiftance againft the ufurper, an'd promifed hini 
abundance of gold, if he would refto're him to hi^ dominions^ 
This prooiife was fufficJcnt to induce Guzman to break ail 
the molt facred ties of ftiendfliip, holpitalitv,* and folemnr 
treaties. Immediately he ordered his h9ft to be hanged uport 
the neireft tree, delivered up feven of the principal perlbns 
«f thfe court to be tortured and put .to death by the boy's? 
friends. Without ever inquiring into the truth of the allegay 
tions ; and then received fix thoufand jiieces of eight in gold^ 
as the rew^erd of his trcacheroiis cruelty. With this booty hc^ 
proceeded to the place where Pbnama now ftands,- at that: 
time the refidcince of a few fifhermen, whence it took the 
name of. Panama^ which in the Indian lafnguagc fi^nifics a 
place where filh is catched. From this place he dffpatched 
Alhitex^ with eighty men, towards the province of Chagre^ 
eighteen leagues diftant from Panama, Albite% arrived at 
fhe capital, while the inhabitarfts were wrapped in perfe6k 
fectrrity, and farft afleep ; but he Had too much generofity td 
feize the opportunity of enriching himfelf by an afi of onpro-< 
roked inhumanity : he forbore all violence, waiteti with pa- 
tience until morn,- artd by this noble adion fo charmed the/ 
^azique, that he.prefeftted him with twelve thoufana pieced 
of eight in pure gold. So large a fum ferved only t6 roufef 
tfhe avarice of Albite^. Upon feeing the money, he afked 
whether the cacique c6uld nrot fpare more,- and fili him s 
large -bag, that he prefcnted^ wrth the precious metal ? To^ 
which the cazfque rephed with allohifhment, ** That hd 
** might fili his Bag with^ flones otat of the brook, for hc^ 
^* neither had any more, not could make gold." Withf 
this anfwer Jlhite% departed ^ but though he was difappoint-? 
ed, he woufd not fuffer any violence to be ofFered to the in-* 
habitants. Soon after he joined Guzman^ and both' march^(^ 
to Tubanama^ ^Vhere the whole cpmxry was in arms to op-? 
pofe themf. The Sfmiards were under the neceffity of fighv 
iftg their way throoghr clouds of poifoned arrows y they he^i 
haved with admirable intrepidity, but fuitarned fuch lofiesy 
that,' before they reached Dariefi, they were reduced to one- 
fkird the nam*bet with which they fet out, and the remaintfcjf 
were almoft dead with farigne and' hunger, 

AN<n*HBR party ferit under the conduft of Franeisrle Va-' i^i^ 
/i^d' proved ffill" more unfortan'atc. This oflicer ha^d been 
feht againft the Indians oi Vraba; who were cominxially mo- 
Jcflkig tnc icttlcmcnt at Darien. Being. now within thiee 
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leagues of the principal In£an town, he fell upoti the enemy, 

* and no fooner obtained a vi£lory, than his men feparattd in 
queft of gold, thereby leaving the Indians an opportunity oi 
leaflembling. Nor was the occafion loft ; the Indians united, 
and poured in their poifoned arrows with fuch fury, (hat fe- 
deral Spaniards were killed on the fpot, and many more 
wounded, all of whom died raving with the moft excruciating 
torture. In a word, the Spaniards were forced to' retreat on 
floats of timber and bundles of reeds, fuftained incredible 
hard&ips, and all petilhed, except a few who providentially 
found their way to Darien. 

The unfortunate iiTue of thefe two ^peditions could not 
oblige Jrias to alter meafures, the folly of which was demon* 
ftrated by fatal experience. On the contrary, he hoped by per- 
^ fieverance to wipe o^all former difgraces ; and for this purpofe 
detached Francis Bezerra with one hundred and eighty men» 
well armed, to penetrate into the province of Ztner. Bezerra 
landed on the coaft of Urabay his inftrudlions being to put 
all to the fword whom he met in that province. Here he 
underwent numberlefs hardfhtps, and fuftained great loflfes 
from the flights of poifoned arrows which the Indians fliot 
from thickets and buflies. When he arrived on the banks 
of the xivtfZenery the inhabitants appeared difpofed to cul- 
tivate peace, which encouraged Bezerra to begin his pafiage 
over the river in canoes \ but no fooner had the Indians obr- 
ferved that half the party was landed on the other fide, than 
they rufhed out of the thickets on both fides, fell upon the 
Spaniards with the utmoft fury, and flaughtered them, with- 
out fufFering a fmgle man to efcape to carry the news of the 
misfortune to Darien. The circumftances of this affair Were 
afterwards related by an Indian boy, in theferviceof Bezerra^ 
who hid himfelf in the woods, and travelled by night thro* 

• bye-paths, until he arrived at Darien^ half-famiflied. 

All this while ^fi;i^z continued unemployed at the fi^ttle- 

^ mdSrit, to the great prejudice of the public fervice, and diflike 

^ of the Spaniards^ who knew the a&ivity of his difpofition, 

the generofitv of his mind, and the prudence ivith which he 

' '^ tonduded all the enterprizes in which he was engaged* It 

was even expected that he wx»uld be recalled, in confequence ' 

of the bitter accufation fent by jfrias to court ; and inftead 

of being rewarded for noble difcoveries and eminent fervices, 

have a ftmilar teftimony with the great Columbus of the gratis 

Balboa ^"^^ ^ ^^ adminiftn^tion, by ftanding trial like a criminal. 

made Hew ^^^ agreeable was the difappointment tohimfelf and frien^$^ 

tenant of when they found, upon the arrival of the firft (hip front 

the South Spain^ that he was inftituted AdeUntadoy or lieutenant of the 

Sea. South 
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South Sea^ and tiiat Arias was ftriAly charged to aflift and 
fupport Nunex in his office. The truth is, the court was 
difpofed to liften to the calumnies, of Arias^ had they not 
been refuted by the undeniable teftimony of other colonics, 
who were ey e-witneffe$ of the jn^ny gallant anions perform- 
ed by Nunez Balboa^ and whom they recommended in all ^_ 
their letters, as the only perfon capable of raifing the fettle- . , 
jnent to the moft flourifliing condition. Arias was inraged' 
at this honour conferred upon the tnan whom he conildered 
as his implacable enemy, and, infiead of paying any regard to 
his inftrudions, ufed every poffible means to thwart the 
fchemes, blaft the reputation, and endanger the life of the 
Adelentado. Inftead of leaving the care of farther difcoveries 
to Nune%^ he fent Gafpar de Met'ates with fixty men towards 
the South Sea, apparently with no other intention than to 
plunder the Indians^ and incenie them fo much againft the 
Spantardsj that all the AUkntado's endeavours to reunite them« 
and form alliances, (hould be fruitlefs, and confequently his 
utmoft diligence'to eftabliih colonies, and make conquefta 
across the ifthmus, exerted to no purpofe ; for it was im- 
poffible to affign any other motives for a condu£): to the laft 
degree abfurd and imprudent. But Nunez had no remedy, 
the power of the governor was uncohtroulable, and he was 
forced to vent his grief in letters to thecouh, charging Arias 
with the moft fatal errors, and having made all the Indian 
princes the inveterate enemies of Spmn^ by plundering and 
maiTacring the caziques with whom he had formed alii- ' 
ances ancT firkfl friendfhips before the arrival of the new go- 
vernor. 

The misfortunes cfVaUjo^ Guzman^ and Bezerra'^ ferved Xinforttt- 
only to aggravate Arias, and render him defperate ; while note ex- 
all thofe under liis, government expefted every moment to h^pedition of 
dcftroyed by the/«4«w. The panic was fo great at JD^^^dajoz.' 
nV», that buihes and thickets had frequently been miftaken' 
for hojfltle armies ; the foundery was now fhut up, which 
never happened but on occafions of the moft imminent dan- 
ger, and it was thought neceflary to implore the protedion 
of heaven by public prayers and &ftings. Arias^ alone, was 
undejeded. Ha detached Badajiz in a fliip, with one hundred 
and, thirty men, to Nombre de Dios^ with orders to crofs the 
ifthmus to the South Seay reduce the country to obedience, 
and make war upon all the p/inces who ihould refufe obe- 
dience to the court of Spain^ as if the colony at Darien had 
been in the moft flouriihing fituation, ailid able to fupport 
the lofs of fo many pcrfpns, in cafe he fhould happen to 
prove unfortuoatet^ On their arrival at Che fort built^by 
E 3 Kmejfaj^ 
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Nhu'ejfay the folijiers, terrified with the horrid fpeftaclc of thfl 
tones of their countrymen ftarved to death, raifed many 

J difficulties about advancinp; ; but Badajoz^ with undaunted 
jmrepidity, difmifl'ed the ihip, and by cutting oflFall poffibi- 
lity of retreating, reduced them to the necellity of paying 
jmpHcit obedience to his orders 5 telling them, that the only 
fdanger or (hame to a foldier was that of not difcharging his 
fJuty. He then ^limbed up the fteep mountains of Capira, 
, and fell, by furprize, upon the cazique Tanonagua^ wnom 
he took prifoner, gaining a booty in gold to the amount of fix 
thoufand pieces of* eight. Another neighbouring cazique, 
whofe mme wsisTataracherabi^ he like>«^ife attacketf ; but air 
though he had not the good fortune to feize his perfon, he obr 
fained a booty of eight thoufand caftcllanos. To this was ^d^ 
f d the ranfom paid by Tzinanagua for his liberty, which amount- 
ed to fix thoufand pieces of eight, and a prefent brought by 
.^ataracherahi in gold, with a defign to impofe on the Spantardi^ 
and engage them in a war with the powerful cazique Nata^ 
|vnom he reprefented as extreme wealthy, hut the fovercign 
^nly of a few fubjedts. The cazique's ftratagem fuct^eded, 
and the vail flow of profperity which had hitherto attended 
Badajoxs arms, was converted into an irrefiftible tide of 
pisfortane. He was fo fortunate, indeed, as to enter the 
town of this cazique in the night, and gain poiTeilion of his 
perfon', women, and treafures 5 but h« found himfelf next 
. / porning furrounded by fevcral thoufand Indians^ who poure^ 
fn ihowers of darts and arrows, wounding a great number 
of ihc Spaniards. According to Hernra^ this exploit was 
performed by Perez de la Rua^ detached ^t jhe head of a 
party, whvo had' the prefenc'e of mind, in this extremity, to. 
- , threaten the cazique's life, unlefs he immediately ordered his 
^ubjeds to lay down their arms, with which he complied, 
and they implicitly obeyed his commands. .Several of 'the 
adjacent caziques fubmitted in confequence of NaJa^s mifr 
forturjQ, and Badajaz hsid colle&ed to the amount of eighty 
^houfand cafteilanos in gold ; but fuch a fpirit of refentment 
y/2LS now raifed among all the Indians, thzt the Spaniards muft 
. ^eiy entirely upon the force of arms, and their valour, in a 
pirtantcountry, and furroiindeU upon every fide by enemiesu 
They had paffsd through the dominions of thecazique Cheru^ 
jind were entering thofe of Parrizao Pariba^ whom the 
Spaniards called Paris, when a prefent in gold, amounting 
to fifty thodfand cafiellanos, was fent by the cazique ; which, 
inftea[d of' gratifying, only excited the avarice of the Spamardsi. 
Madajox imagined, that the prince who could make a pre*- 
. ^nt of fo-muoh value, m\)ft poiTcfs vaA tri^afares ; he tberei- 
**' ' ', ■ for« 
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fore laid'a fcheme for feizing his wcalch, which terminated 
in bis own deftrudlion^ Pretending that he would regard , 
the cazique as his friend, he fell upon his town in the night, 
and colle<fl^d in gold to the amount of forty thoufand cattel- ' 
lanes J but the cazique made his efcape, Jald a fnare for the 
Spaniard^ furrounded him, and reduced Badajoz to the ne- 
ceffity of cutting his way through crouds of Indians^ with 
the lofs of feventy men flain upon the field, befides great 
numbers of wounded, few of whom ever recovered. Here 
commenced the misfortunes of this little party. In the tre- 
pidation of flight, Badajoz put the wounded into fome canoes 
which he met with, marching along the fhore with the reft , 
of the troops ; but the tide rifing to a great height, th^ 
Spaniards were furrounded by the waters : fome favcd their 
lives by climbing up trees, and great numbers per fhcd. In 
this iituation tb?y wxre attacked by the cazique Nnta^ who 
determined to revenge his late difgrace ; and his refrntmrnt 
mufthave been fatal to the Spaniard^^ had not the night fc- 
parated the combatants, and furnilhed Badajoz with the ' 

means of retreat, the found carrying ofFthe woun(?ed upon, 
their flioulders to a place of fecuiity. What the Spaniarrh 
deemed their greateft misfortune, even in this extremity^ 
was the lofs of all the gold they had taken ; but a new per- 
plexity now arofe. When they arrived upon the frontiers 
of the cazique Cberu^ they found him in arms, fupportcd by 
a numerous body of forces. He had drawn a line upon the 
ground, beyond which he prohibited the Spaniards from ad- 
vancing on pain of his ref^ntment ; but he promifed to fup- 
ply them wit|i . provifion if they retired, which Badajoz 
thought was moft advifablc j after which he was accommo- 
dated with the beil of every thing that the country produced. 
Having gathered llrength by the provifion fent by the cazique, 
Badajoz^ with a party of Spaniards^ pafled over to an iiland 
at fome diftance, which was celebrated for producing large 
pearls, and, fui prizing the cazique, obtained fome gold for 
his ranfom, and then returned to their former quarters ; after 
which he forced his way through the dominions ofSabor^ an 
Indian chiefs whooppofed him, and Pireguetta^ another cn- 
!&ique, who had threatened his deftruftion ; arriving at length 
in a wretched plight in the territories o^Tubanama and Poco* 
rofa^ where he met with the licentiate Efpinofazn^ his party, 
after Ibfing near half his men, and all the wealth he had 
coUeSed by flaughter, treachery, and the moft infamous 
meafures (C). That 

(C) It may be proper to ob- river La Plata was accidentally 
fcrvc, tha^ this yev the great tlifcovered. JohnDio^ deSalis^ 

£ \ celebrated 



^6 The Hifiory of America* 

That the reader may not be^t a lofs to know iii what 
manner the licentiate Efpinofa c^me into the territoricfs of 
the above caiique, we muft obferve, that uport the iittclU- 
gence brought by the Indian boy, of Bezerrd's misfortune, 
refer Arias determined to revenge his people, and endearour 
to recover thofe who might have cfcapcd the fury of the In* 
dian{ ; tut fenfible of the famine that prevailed in the colony^ 
and the horror which the Spaniards entertained all thoughts 
of entering Urdba^ a country Xo fatal to many of their ccnin-* 
. . trymen, he fell upon a ftratagem to roufc their courage, and 
suiimate them to another expedition. He pretended to de- 
clare war. againft the cazique Pocorofa^ for which the colony 
i*eadily declared, imagining it would produce great wealth 
with little danger J and three hundred able- bodied men of- 
fered the governor their fervices to attend him oft this cft- 
^ terprize. Thefe he put on board fome veflels, and failing 

weflward to deceive his people until night, he then ordered 
the pilots to tack about, and hold their courfe for JJraha^ 
Before day he ordered Hurtttdd to land with 200 men at Ctf- 
rihana^ after having in a ftern manner declared, that no man 
fhould inquire Whether he was going, but implicitly obey 
the orders of his fiiperior officer. The town was attacked^ 
and fet on fire, and the Indians^ who run out fcorched, and 
half burnt, fell into the hands of the Spaniards^ and werd 
put to the fword. Thofe however who efcaped aflembled; in 
a body,, and being joined by a great many men from the ad* 
m jacent country, handled their bows with fo much dexterity, 
and let fly fuch fliowers of poifoned arrows, that the Spa^ 
niards were forced to retreat precipitately to their (hips, car-* 
rying with them fome prifoners, who confirmed the boy's 
relation of the melancholy ht^ oi Bezerra, Arias perceiving 
that his men were quite di(heartened, ftood out to feas and 
after a voyage of fixty leagues, landed with all his men at 
Acla^ from whence he detached the licentiate Efpinofa to fall 
upon Pocorofa, In the mean time he employed hirhfelf irt 
ereding a fort at Acla^ in order that the Spaniards might 

have 

celebrated as one of the bed he took to be a fea of frelh wa- 

navigators in the world, was ter, on account of the vaft 

appointed by the king to go breadth of the. mouth of the 

with two fliips in fearch of a river. He went on ihore to 

commodious paflag^ to the 6^ /V^ obferve the inhabitants, fell in- 

JJlands, He failed on the 8th to an ambufcade, and was flain ; 

oiOclohery and foon made ^/o upon which the (hip returned 

de Janeiro, on the coaft of Bra-,^ to Spain ^ with a cargo oF Bra^ 

J?/, fleering along the (hore un- yf/ wood. H^rr^. dec. ii. 1. //. 
til he arrived at la Plata, which 
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have a place of retreat, which he had fcarce finl&^d whea 
the bad fiate of his health obliged him to return to Darien^ 
leaving captain Gabriel de Rojm. ^ 

About this time he received a letter from the licentiate, 1516. 
foUciting a reinforcement of men, to enable him to revenge EfpinofaV 
the cauie oi Badaj^oz^ punUh the Indians who had ibewn their expedition^ 
enmity to the Spaniards^ and recover the vaft treafnres loft 
ill Ais unhappy expedition, jfrias approved of the refolu- 
tion, and detached Vaknzuela with 130 men, to fupport the 
' Jicentiate, who was ambitious to demonftrate that learning 
and education only iharpen the edge of val6ur, and unite 
conduct with courage. With this reinforcement he began ^ 

his march againft the Indians of Cemagre and ^Pocorofa^ who , 
"were aflembled to the number of three thoufand men, to 
oppofe hfs progrefs ; but they no fooner beheld the Spanijb 
horfes, than they fled in a panic, were purfued by the large 
dogs, and fliockingly gored and mangled. Upon this ad- 
vantage the licentiate marched tO' Cheru ; and the better to 
h^fiiTJt Natay he fell upon his town in the night ; however^ 
the caaique efcaping» colle6ted a body of Indians^ and at- 
tacked the Spaniards with great i^irit, and infinite refolu- 
troD, until the appearance of the few horfe under Efpimh 
broke their courage, and made them take to their heel«, 
fearing they fliouid be torn in pieces by thofe dreadftil ant*- 
itiais ; for they believed the horfe and rider to be the fam^ 
creature. In confequenee, l^ata perceiving that refiftance 
would be fi-uitlefs, came and made his fubmiffion, while the 
licentiate fent Hurtado to fetze the cazique Efceliay whick 
he perforn»ed. Having now fecured a retreat, he advanced 
to the territories of Paris^ who attacked him at the head 
of five thoufand men, with fo much ob(linsK:y, that the 
Spaniards muft have funk under the weight of numbers, had 
not the fight of the horfes and dogs fpread terror among the 
Indians^ and ofoKged thein to feek ref^e in flight from thofe 
animals, which they beheld with confternation. Advancing 
to the couinrry of the cazique ^uenca^ where he vtras told the 
goid taken from Badajo% was depofited, he found the Indians 
in arms ; but foothing them with afluranceis of frien^ip^ 
he not only recovered eighty thou&nd caftellanos, but efl»- 
hli&ed peace with the cazique; after which he went in 
purfuit of the remainder of the trea&re to the province of 
the cazrque Cbicacetia^ where he refided during the rainjr 
feafon, though he was not fo fortunate as to find the gold, 
the chief obje<9 of the expedition. 

During the whole winter the Indian nations had been 
^king meafures for revenging tbemfelvea on the Spaniards^ 

and 
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'and entirely extirpating this detefied race of mercenary fo- 
reigners. Juft before Efpinofa was preparing to begin, bis 
march, they aflerpbled to the number of twenty thoufand 
men, attacked his quarters, and fought with more than ufual 
valour and conduct ; but the Spaniards^ who were now ac- 
cuflomed ta the Indian manner of fighting, relieved each 
other fo feafonably, difcharged their fire-arms and crofs- 
bows with fo much regularity, plyed their fwords fo vigo- 
roufly, and covered themfelves from the arrows of the ene- 
my, with fuch addrefs, by their targets, that after an obfti- 
natc battle the Indians were defeated with great flaughtcr, 
and purfued in their flight by. 200 confederate Indians^ who 
fought rcfolutely under the protc£tion of. the Spaniards ; a 
proof of the manifold advantages which muft have refulted 
from Balboa s meafures, had they been duly profecuted by 
the new governor. Having thus defeated all the fchcmcs i 
of the Indians^ the licentiate fet out for Nata. on the 9th of J 
yuiy^ and proceeding to the territories of the caziqueJSyZtfritf, 
detached Falmzuela in fearch of proper t^aterials for build- 
ing canoes* to the province of Guerari, In this country 
his ^ men fuiFered greatly by famine, which obliged him. to 
Jiaften his return to Acla^ where he arrived after a tedious 
.march, attd fighting feveral battles, proceeding from thence 
to Darien, Here a divifion was made of the booty brought 
back, which fo enriched the colonifts, that diflipation fucceed- 
ed, and gaming arofe to fo great a pitch as to render » law 
neceflfary, that no man ihould hazard above ten pieces of 
«ight within the fpace of twenty-four hours ; for befides 
gold, Efpinofa brought back two thoufand prifoners, who 
were reftored. 

In the courfe of this expedition Bartholomew Hurtado and 
'' Htrnandez Ponce^ who were detached from the main body, 
with a number of men^ proceeded to the northward, and 
.difcovered feveral iflands, and a long range of the fouthern 
coaft, as far as the bay of O/i,' ninety leagues from Naia. 
Here a nation, called CWi«rWr£'j,oppofed their landing, which 
obliged them to run fifty leagues down the coaft, quite to 
.the bay of 5/. Lucar^ now the port of Nicaya^ in the province 
ixf Nicaragiia. The country was pleafant and fruitful ; but 
finding that the Indians were little difpofed to cultivate an 
intercourfe, they returned to join Efpinofa^ who detached 
Hernandez Ponce to fettle a kind of colony at Panama^ on the 
Balboa'/ oppofite fide of the ifthmus of Darien to Porto Bello. . 
fckeme for While Efpinofa was employed in the manner we have 
building -jufr related, Nunez de Balboa^ to whom the coiony owed the 
Jhifs in tha grcatcft obligations, continued not only unemployed, but de- 
South Sea, . . tained 
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talaed as a kind of prifoner by the grtvcrnor Arias cP Avila^ 
notwithftanding the inftrudlions of the court, and the com- 
miflion of Adelentadi or lieutenant, with which he had beeii 
lately honoured. At laft a reconciliation was happily cffcd- 
pd, through the medi^ition of the biOiop John de ^evedo^ 
who conceived the higheft opiirion of Balboa's merit ; and to 
infure their- friendfliip, by tjKe ftri£left ties, the AdeUntad9 
inarned the governor's dai/ghter by proxy ; for the young . 
lady was at that time in Sfain, He now rofc in the gover- 
nor's favour, and ^was fooh appointed to fettle a colony at 
the port of -A/tf, where Arias had built a fort, which he left 
with a garrifon uncler the care of Gabriel di Rojas, Balboa 
accordingly fet out with eightymen, who voluntarily offirred 
their fervice, and arrived fafe at Achy where he immediately 
made feveral neceflary civil regulations, appointing Regidores , 
and other magiftrates ; built a town, and took all the necef- 
fary meafures for executing his inftrufiions to build brigan** 
tines on the South Ssa^ to purfue the difcoyeries which he 
had fo happily began. The defign was to prepare the tim- 
bers at Acla^ which were to be carried over by land tb the 
river de la Balfos^ where the brigantines were to be built. 
To forward the projeft, Nunez, pi'ocured a reinforcement of 
two hundred men from his father-in-law ; the timber was 
cut down, and carried with great labour to the place ap- 
pointed, to the aftonifliment of all men, who believed the 
fcheme was impradicable, becaufe there were at that tim.e 
time no beafts of burden in the country. Balboa then divided 
his men into three pairties, each of which had its department, 
the one to bring provifions, the other to build the veflels, and 
the third totranfport the iron work, rigging, and other ma« 
terials from Ada, Every thing went on with alacrity, but 
fortone was not propitious. All the pains hitherto beftow- 
cd were loft, worms having deftroyed all the timber, which 
obliged Nunez to begin his labour afrefli. He fet about it 
without defponding, arid had almoft compleated b>s work, 
when a flood of the river carried the vefiels off the ftocks, 
and buried them, together with the timber and other ma- 
terials, in heaps of mud and fand, the people faving them- 
felves with the utmoft difficulty. AH his conftancy now for- 
fook NuneXy and he began to fink under difappointment^ 
and the preffure of famine, when one Francifco Compagnon 
oflFered to croft the river upon floats in 'queft of provilion, 
the party allotted for this purpofe having failed in their en- 
deavours. Compagnon did all that induftry, perfeverance and 
courage, would execute, but he was unfuccefsful ; which re- 
duced N^mz to ^he neceiEt; of returning to A^cla, after he 
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\\xA for fome weeks fubfifted entirely upon t few. n>oi» and ' 
herbs picked up at random, and eat without any knowledge 
of their qualities. Here he was joined by the diligent Com^ 
pagnon^ who at length furmounted all obflrudions, and came 
attended by a great number of InMani lo^aded with provifion, 
^ which encouraged Nunez ihe more to refume his projeft , 
€>f building fhips. The timber was prepared at Acla^ and 
tianiported as before to the river de la Balfosy where, at 
laft, the vcffcls were <iniflied, and launched, with incredible 
labour, after the workmen had combated all the difficulties 
which fatigue, famine, and the inconvenient fituation couH 
throw in their way. He immediately embarked with at 
many men as the two brigantines could cairy, and failing 
to the largeft pearl ifland, employed himfelf in forming ma- 
gazines, while the vcflels were employed in tranfporting the 
remainder of his party. While he ftaid here he is reported 
to have received a letter from the archbifhop of Seville^ con- 
gratulating him on his difcovery of the South Sea^ and af- 
fiiring him, that, if he followed the land to the Weft ward, he 
would meeit with warlike nations, who fought in armour, 
and ufed fpears ; but that if he fte^red eaftward, the coun- 
try would be found to produce much gold and cattle. This 
intimation is faid to have induced Nunez to fail to the con* 
tinent eaftward, with vabove an hundred men; he touched 
upon the coaft, and took fome prif<^ners, who told him that 
if he advanced he might find great abundance of the precious 
Inetal. Beyond Cape St, Michael the failors obferved a great 
number of whales, which prevented their putting to more 
at Port Pinas^ as was intended, and to proceed to the ter* 
/ ritorics of the cazique Chtcama^ where Nunex debarked his 

men to revenge the party undec Gafper Morales^ flaughtercd 
in that country. The natives advanced to oppofe the land'' 
inp; \ but they were (bon obliged to give way\ before the Spa* 
nijh fwprds and mufquetry \ upon which Nunez proceeded to 
the ifland vi^hich he had lately quitted, and ordered timber 
to be cut doVn for building two other vefTels, fending for 
more pitch and cordage to Aclor, and charging the meflcnger^ 
to get certain information whether Lopez de Sofa had been 
adually appointed governor of Darien^ as was reported. 

The refolution to build two more brigantines, and the 
new expedition intended, occasioned fome fufpicion that Nunez 
deiigned to render himfelf independent on his father-in« 
law Arias d*Avila ; the fufpicion was propagated, until it at 
length reached the ears of that gentleman, who gave eafy 
credit to the report, becaufe he was fenfible of having in- 
jured Nunez* He is likewife (aid to have received a letter 

from 
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bom one Garahnoy a foldier, who overheard feme ei^re(^ 
fions dropped by Nunez^ which he mifinterpreted, or defign- 
edly mifunderftood, with a view of gaining the governor's 
confidence. However this may be, it is certain that the ani- 
mofity betweenthe father and (on-in-law broke out with more 
violence than, ever, thoagh Jrias artfully concealed his fen- 
timents until he got Nunez in his power^ which he e£Ee£led 
by writing him a friendly letter, as if he was defirous of con- 
fuliing him upon fomething of importance. He was thea 
deeply engaged in fitting out his little fquadron ; but he im- 
mediately laid afide his employment to obey the orders of 
his fuperior, fet out for Lfarien, without fufpicion, was im« 
. prifoned, tried, condemned, and beheaded, all inf the fpace 
of a few days ; for which zA of inhuman injuftice Jrias 
was never brought to any account : on the contrary, he was 
continued in the government, notwithftanding the proofs 15^7* 
of his mifcondufl, and the fignal Xervices of the peribn whofe 
blood he had wantonly fpilled. 

^ It was previous to this melancholy event, that the kzX' Expedition 
city which prevailed at Darien^ occafioned an edi£l from the of Cordo- 
governor, declaring all perfons who were defirous of pufii- ^* '^ Yu-i» 
ing their fortune in other parts of the world, afliberty to*^*'*?^«' 
depart. In confequence of which an hundred perfons, above ^*^™^ 
the vulgar rank, embarked hx Cuba^ where the new colony 
was reported to live extremely happily under the govern- 
ment of Velaquez, They were well received, and promifes 
given them by the governor^ that he would embrace the 
firfl opportunity of promoting their interefl:. Soon after the 
propofal was made to them of going upon difcoveries towards 
new cquntries, lying upon each fide of the entrance to the^ 
gulph of Mexico^ of which the Spaniards at that time had 
fcarce any knowledge. The propofal was embraced, /fer- 
mndez de Cordova^ celebrated for his wealth, valour, and 
public fpirit, oflered to command the expedition ; fitted out 
two veflels, with all the neceflfary flores, at his own ex- 
pence, and fct fail from the Havannahy with no able bo* " , 
died Volunteers, on the 8th day of February, On the firft 
^ March they faw land, and could defcry a large town» 
about two leagjues from the ocean. When they approached 
nearer the fliore, two canoes full of men came on boards 
and were civilly received. The Indians were dreflfed in fliort 
cotton jackets without flceves, and pieces of cloth wrapped 
round their extremities, fufficient to convince the Spaniards^ 
that they had made fome little progrefs in the arts ; though 
it was apparent that the drefs, arms^ ffaips, and beards, of the 
^wopeans vwrc gwat npvdtieSf -Next ^ay the cazique, with 
•• ' twelve 
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' ^ twelve canoes filled with men, approached the fhips, crying 
out Conez Cotocbe^ come to my houfe ; whence the Spaniards 
gave the name Coiocht to this cape, which lies oppofite, and 
at no great diftance from the weftern extremity of the ifland 
of Cuba, So prelling was the cazique in his inftances, and 
fuch was the ftiew of friendfhip made by the Indians^ that 
Cordova yielded, to their in treaties, went on ihore, and was 
furrounded by an army oi Indians that poured out of a neigh- 
bouring wood. They were caled in armour of quilted cot- 
ton, armed with- targets, wooden fwords having flint edgesy 
wooden cutUfTes, fpears, flings and bows, and adornedwlth 
plumes of feathers and a kind of paint, with which they 
difcoloured their faces, and rendered themfelves very hideous;. 
They began the attack with terrible ihrieks and howling, to 
which they joined the noife of fever al unmufical inftruments/ 
poufing in upon the Spaniards full, fhowers of arrows and 
fpears. Cordovans men did not exceed twenty-five ; but they 
made fo brave a defence, and plied their fire-arms with for 
/ much dexterity, that the Indians^ affrighted with the dread- 
ful thunder, were defeated, leaving fcyenteen dead, and fe^' 
veral wounded, on the field of battle. Two of the prifon- 
crs afterwards became proftlytes to the Chriflian faith, and 
were' baptized by the names ot Julian and Melchior, Near- 
the field the Spaniards difcovered three houfes, built with 
ftbne and mortar, which they found to be temples filled witfr 
earthen idols with hideous faces, and other terrible ugly 
images, which they contained. There were the hnages of 
women, of men in unnatural lafcivious pofture^^ and fniall 
idols made of wood^ with plates^ ornaments, and diadcmv 
of gold. ' 

From this country Cordova proceeded to the bay of Cam^ 
peche^ called ^ampech by the natives, whei-e he Watered/ 
Whpmhc Spaniards were returning to thcrr ihips, fifty /»- 
dians clothed iA jackets, over which they wore long cottonf 
mantles, interrogated them by figns. Whether they. came. 
, ^ , from the eaftward, and what they wanted, mvitrng them to 
their town, at a little diftance. The Spaniards were dif-' 
pofed to comply with this invitation; and after putting them'' 
felves in a pofture of defence, entered foitic temfiles,- whicfr 
they found decorated with idols of fuch deformity as al^moft 
terrified them, ftained with blood.frefli (bed, as was fup^ 
pofed, from human vi<3ims, and filled with croffes and other • 
emWems of the Roman catholic faith, which occafioned grca^ 
aftonifliment. The people flocked round, beheld the ftran- 
gcrs with figns of wonder, and often fmiled, as if in admi- 
lation of the fimplicity and uncouth appearance of the £]>^' 

^tardst 
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niards. From the temples^ iffjed ten priefis, covered with 
long white mantles,, refembltng furplices, with lang black 
hair plaited up, and in their hands little earthen fire-pans, 
upon which they burnt a certain gum ihcy called Copal^ and 
perfumed the Spaniards^ bidding them leave that country, if 
they valued their lives. They had no fooner given this 
warnwig, than they founded their warlike inftruments, which 
the Spaniards taking for a lignil for the Indians to affemble, 
retreated to iKeir ihips, being purfued only by a few detached 
pa/ties. 

Having failed fix days along the coaft, the great fcarcity. 
of water on board obliged Cordova to put afhore in a bay 
about a league diftant from a' town called Potomhau^ where 
tbt Spaniards obfervcd temples built with (tone and lime, ' 
in the fame manner as the former. Then they were ac- 
cofted by feveral armed men, who, after afking divers que- 
fliqns, went back to their houfes, and foon returned with 
greater numbers, who began to attack the Spaniards with 
great fury. To attempt a retreat was dangerous, and no- 
thing remained But the utmofl exertion of their courage to 
oppofe fuch a multitude of Indians: The whole night was^ 
fpcnt in frelh (kirmifhing; and in the morning Cordova per- 
ceived that he wa$ hedged by enemies, who were continu- 
ally increafing, and pouring in (howers of ftones, darts and 
arrows. Near eighty of his men were already wounded ;. 
and though they plied their fire-arms and' fwords with the 
grcateft vigour and addrefs, it was apparent they mud foon 
be overwhelmed in the torrent of Indians that rulhed upon 
them from all quarters. The general cry was Colachini, or 
leader i meaning that they fliould take aim at Cordova^ 
which they did fo effedually as to wound hirti in twelve dif- 
ferent, Gomara fays'*, in thirty-three different places; upon 
which he determined at all events to regain the ftiipping ; 
and accordingly broke through the enemy with defperate 
rcfolution, got on board the boats, which were ready to fink 
with their numbers ; the Indians purfuing with loud cries, 
and running into the water to wound the Spaniards with 
their fpears. In this aftion Cordova had forty-jeven men 
lilled on the fpot, five more dying of their wounds on board; 
which occafioned his giving tlits bay the name of de Mala 
Peka^ on account of the unfortunate iflue of the engagement 
with the Indians. Hence he fleered for the coafl of Floriday 
the crew almoft perifhing with third, and upon his landing 
to water, was attacked by Indians greatly r^fembiing thofe oif 
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Yucatan^ froin whom he extricated bimfelf with an InconS«i 
derable lofs, and failed to the Havannqh^ then called Port 
Carenasy without having made any acquificion of gold, ot 
indleed any difcoveries with refpe<Sbto the native commodities 
^f Yucatan and Florida^ though the voyage was greatly ce- 
lebrated on account of the earthen and wooden idols, the 

, golden platen, the diadems, the manners^ and the arms of 
thie inhabitants, all which convinced the Spaniards that im* 
pprtant confequences might refuU from this unfortunate en- 
terprize. The Indian prifoners they had taken confirmed' 
this opinion, by declaring that the country produced gold, 
though further experience has &ewn that neither Yucatan 
nor Florida produce any mines of the precious metal (D). 

CORDOVA died of the wounds he received from the 
Indians a few days after his return to Cuba ; but the account 
of the expedition, which he drew up on his death-bed, and 
tranfmitted to Felaquez^ determined that .gentleman to prp- 
iecute the difcovery ; for which purpofe. he equipped three 
{hips and a brigantine, manned with 250 volunteers, and ap- 

* pointed John de Grijaha to command in chief, affifted by 
Alaminos^ principal pilot in Cordovans expedition. Grijahd% 
inftru(5);ions were to barter for goId> co|itra£i: alliances, .g^in 
the beft account poffible of the country, and fome writers •; 
add, to fettle a colony, if he could with convenience, though 
las Cafas denies this Jaft circumfiance. The fquadron failed 
151?. from St, Jago on the 8th oi April 1518, and in a few days \ 
fell in with the ifland of Cozumeiy then firft difcovered, where , 
the Spaniards faw a town, feveral temples built of flone, and'^ 
one in particular in form of a fquare tower, with windows, 
galleries, idols, and a large crofs erected in the middle; < 
concerning which Herrera relates a prophecy that has all the 
appearance of being fabulous ; by which however he woui4 
account in what manner crofTes came to be ereSed in divers 
parts oi America and ih^JVeft-lndieSy before the arrival of th* 
Spaniards^ or the Indians had any idea of Chriftianity. A^ 

(D) A Spanijh writer, wbo when the Spaniards inquired af* 

was upon this expedition, ac- ter the root. Hence he dedu^ 

quaints us, that the name 11yr/3- the compound 2^»r9/ra ; and bf 

/tf» comes from l^acfl, of the root corruption 2lKf«/^i» (i). Othcf 

of which the /W/^«j make C«- etymologifts (2) derive' the 

^saH bread, and llutly^ iignify- name from an Indian towa 

ing the land where the Ynca called tala^mtan^ wTiich the 

grows; which was the conftant Spaniards ptonoanced Lucatan ; 

anfwer made by the natives, whence comes Yucatan, 

(1} Deux, deCfiftello, ^f 4I« («) Hemr, d(c, it, I, r, e, 3* 
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The Hiflary of America; * 

the natives had fled to the mountains, and all endeavours 
to cftablifli an intcrcourfe with them proved fruitlefs, Gri^ 
jaha reimbark^d, and kept on his courfe along the coaft^ 
being; greatly aftontfiied at the great number of white towers, 
handfotnely built of 0one, which he faw upon the ifland and 
continent. It was this circumftance that occafioned his be- 
ftowing the appellation of Ntiv Spain upon the province of 
Yucatan^ which was afterwards extended to all Mexico^ and 
indeed the greater part of the Spanljb dominions upon that 
£de the equator. After failing for the fpace of eight days» 
Grljaha entered the gulph of Mexico further, and ^landed at 
fome diftance from the capital of P^nf^mi^d/z's domn ions ; a 
cazique fubjedl to the emperor of Mexico. The Indians op- 
pofcd the debarkation, and an engagement Commenced, in 
which Grijaha^ with (ixty Spaniardsj were wounded, and 
three killed, though the Indians were in the iiTue defeated^ 
with the lofs of 200 men ; after which he took pofieffion of 
. the town, deferted by all the inhabitants. 

He then proceeded to the river Tabafco^ to which he gave 
(be name of Rio di Grijalva^ and landed with fome men. 
The Indiam, d\d not oppofe the debarkation ; but they foon 
furrounded the boats with fifty canoes filled with armed men,- 
adorned with plumes of feathers. Grijalva^ unwilling to 
come to blows, fent the two Indians taken by Cordovay and 
baptized by the names of Melchior and Julian j to acquaint 
AeTabaJians^ that his defire was to eftabliih a friendly in*, 
tercourfe, chat might prove mutually beneficial. This pro* 
duced a parley, which was foon improved into a folid peace, 
by means of the beads, glalTes, and other toys, prefented by 
the Spaniards^ and conveyed by the Indians to their cazique, 
who ordered all manner of provifion to be fent to the ((ran- 
gers. Next day he vifited Grijalva in perfon, and without 
befitation went oii board his fhip, giving him as a prefent a 
complete fuit of gold armour, a wooden helmet plated with 

Sid, ftudded with flones refembling emeralds, and beauti* 
Uy wrought, feveral breaft-plates, fome of folid gold, and 
others of wood, p aited thinly with gold, coverings for 
targets of folid gold, fix collars of beaten gold, brace- 
lets, ear-rings, and pendants of thefame,/all of great value; 
which prefent Grijalva acknowledged by dreffing the cazique 
in a fort of fine linen, a coat of crimfon velvet, a cap of 
the fame materials, beads, and glafies oif difierent colours, 
fciflfars, knives, and other trinkets, which the cazique prized 
above all the gold in Aiotizma^s empire (£} 1 for he was si 

fub. 

(£) Antonio de Soils cenfares account of Gomara, an author 

Bmera for giving credit to this whom hc rcje^s npOB Other 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. 9 occa- 
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f^jed of that great monarch, as will ap{>eat Hi thefequeL 
Wnat moft aftoni(hed the Spaniards was the.ingcni^s work- 
maufiiip of the gold ornaments, and particularly of r a Ateld, 
covered with feathers of beautiful colours, and elegantly dif- 
pofed i which diftinguiihed both tafte and a progre(ii in the 
Ane arts. Many were greatly difpofed to remain in a cooq- 
try that. exhibited fuch .proofs of wealth and liberality in the 
2|4>abitant5 3 but it was apparent, notwithftanding the ca- 
zjque^s civility, that he was not at a^ll inclined to favour a 
cpk>ny> which determined Grijatva to embarJc, as he found 
the peoj^le were too powerful to admit of any attempts to 
^ablifii himfelf by violence. As he failed along the ihore, 
the Indiam W^t'e feen on the coaft in a warlike poflure, with 
Oiields of tortoife-fhell, which by the refledion of the fun^ 
beams made a brilliant and martial appearance. T«he coun« 
try fejeined to be cktremely populous, quite to the river Gva- 
saacoaka, and in many places the natives held up flags of cot- 
ton, upon long poles, as fignals to the Spaniards to land ; 
which ^t laft tempted Grijalva to fend Francifco 4e MtiMtj§ 
ajQiore with twenty foldiers, all the cro(ti-bow meri and muf* 
queteers, with orders that if he found the Indians in a hofiiie 
di(f)ofition, he fhould give immediate notice to the ihipping. 
It was afterwards found that an account had been ifent t^ 
Mifntemuma^ and the court of Mexico^ of the dNcent madft 
l>y C<trdava^ of the adions at Cotocbe and Pot9uthany and of 
Grijaha's touching upon the coaft, by means of painted icot<** 
ton cloths ; and &at the emperor perceiving tht; SpanrarA 
only wahted gold, had ifllied orders to his fubjeds to ^ter 
upon an incercourfe with them, and- penetrate into their ul* 
timate defigns. When Menteja approached the Indians^ they 
offered him fowls, fifii, bread, and fruits, of different kind^, 
' ,asid perfumed him with the fmoke of burnt Cspal. Thefe 
civilities induced Grijaha to draw up clofer with the fliips, 
^ aitd debark, attended by feveral Spaniards^ \Vho Were cu- 
rious to inquire into the manners c^ the people^ and full of 
eicpe<5Ution of ifaaring in tbe pnefents of thofe ikvages, who 
appeared to be equally wealthy and generous, if they might 
judge from the behaviour of the caz>ique of Tabafio. Accord- 
ingly Grijaha was no fooner landed,^ than he was fact by 

ot<:aiiob« ; y^t ^e 'nuift CtonMt roborated by the opitaion, that 

we fee nochnig improbable in all the gold had been (eist fVom 

the iefa^ioD,-if we Jappoie (hat the city Mfxicd^ fMcantx pro- 

Mcntmum^ hltd giyea orders to ducing none of the preciodi 



the governors to receive the metal. L. i. c; vi. 
Staniardi,w'^\y i whiili it cor- 
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' 4fae governors, and received mth the moft profound refpe^. 
An exchange and traffic began, which, in the fpace of fix 
days, brought the Spaniards fifteen thoufand pieces of eight i 
profits that by no means correfponded with the extravagant 
hopes of the failors, 

CoNTiKUiNG bis voy^e, Grijalvn met with fevcral iflands, 
to which he gave names from th. ir feveral appearances. One 
he called IfiaBIanca ; another la Verde \ and another he called 
The IJland of Sacrifices^ becaufe hc^ found jthat human vif^jms 
had been immolated at the (hrines of certain idols, juft before 
his arrival. Touching at St. Juan d^Uha, he marched qp 
with thirty men, to a temple filled with idols, and inhabited 
by four prieAs clad in long black ftoles with hoods, who had 
juft done faqrifictng two boys, agreeable to their impious and 
iahuman fuperftition. The Spaniards were moved with hor- 
ror and compaQion upon fight of the children, whofe bodies 
were ript open, ^hearts taken out, and offered at the altars of 
their falfe divinities. It was from this place that Grijaha dif* 
patched intelligence of his difcoveries to the governor of 
Cubaj who now was exceedingly incenfed that he had not 
founded a colony, notwithftanding his inflru£^ions were ex- 
prefs, that he (hould only trade, and make difcoveries, if we 
may credit Herrera, This indeed had been propofed by 
Grijaha^ and debated in council, but over* ruled by Montej§ 
znd jflonzo JC Avihy :iffho were of opinion that the conle* 
quences of a mifcarriage might prove fatal to them, as all 
attempts to buiid houfes and make fettlements were contrary 
to^heir exprefs ordets j which determined Grijaha to return 
to Cuba^ after he had vifited the coafls of divers Mexican 
provinces, before undifcovered,'and traded to a confiderable 
value with the natives. 

PEDRO de Alvarado was the perfon fentby Grijaha with 
an account of the fuccefs of the expedition to VelaqueZy who 
was tranfported at the fight of the gold, and elated with dif- 
coveries upon which he hoped to build his fortune, and raife 
himfelf to independance on the admiral Dieg9 de Colon^ hit 
fuper!or in ommand. A rivalfhip had long fubfifled be- 
tween thefe two gentlemen, which was the means of in- 
fpiring Velaque% with the firfl notion of Gr/7^/i/<?'5 enterprize, 
and now conBrmed him in the refolution of profecuting dif- 

^ Ct»veries that in all probability would raife his fortune and 
reputation above all competition. Perceiving thatGrya/- 
vah obedience to his inflruflions proved an obflrud^ion to 
theprogrefii of his vaft defigns, he was extremely offended 

• that he; had not eft^hliflied a Colony in a^country where he 
«te i» iwdl.cecetv:^4» without reflecting that Grijaha^ in 

Fa * ^ thiH 
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this, obeyed his orders, contrary to his own opinion. Bcfofc 
» the return of the commander, he begun to make preparations 
for an other expedition, and had already communicated his 
intention to the clergy of Hifpaniola^ in brdjer to fandify it 
by their approbation, refolving the diredion fhould be com- 
mitted CO a perfon of courage, diftin£(ion, and ability ; but 
withal fo obedient and pliable, as to entertaiti no other am- 
bition than that of prombting the glory and iptereft of his 
benefador and fuperior ; which, fays a good writer of thofe 
limes, was to feekfor a commander of great courage, and a 
mean fpirit. When Grijaha returned, the voice of the people 
recomrnended him to this truft ; but Felaquez was ftrongly 
prejudiced, though he could not be inienfible to his merit, 
when he perufed the written account ddivered by that officer 
of his expedition, and heard his modeft defence : however, 
' though he determined not to beftow the command on Gri' 

jalvuy it was difficult to fix his choice amidft the number of 
deferving cfompetitors. Antonio and Bernardino Velaquex^ both 
nearly allied to the governor, Balthazar Bermudez and Vafco 
Porcalloy with other gentlemen of unexceptionable charaderi 
were all ambitious of leading an enterprize which opened 
the profpeft of a fruitful harveft in glory and riches; when 
at length Velaque% was influenced by the infinuations of his 
favourite Amador de Larts^ the king's treafurer, and tl^e inti- 
mate friend of Hernand Cortez. Cortez was popular, gene- 
rous, liberal, and intrepid : at this time he aftid in the capa- 
city of alcade, had acquired a confiderable fortune, and given 
proofs of his merit i but as he had formerly been at variance 
with the governor, nothing lefs than the powerful arguments 
of de Lorisy and Ve!aquez\ extreme, anxiety about the iffue 
of the enterprize, could triumph over the ftrong oppofition 
made by the other candidates. In the end every difficulty gave 
way, Cortez was nominated to the command ; and he pufh- 
ed his preparations with fo much vigour, that, in a few days 
after he received the command^ he was ready to it% fail j as 
the reader may fee in the enfuing feflion. 

SECT. HI. 

Cortez fails from Cuba, touches at Cozumel, arrives. 
in Mexico, and performs a Variety of Exploits. 

A S the conqueft o^ Mexico is one of the moft extraordinar7 

•^ and entertaining eventi recorded in hiftory, we flhall 

^well iBpre minutely upon the expedkidn pf-Ci^ri^ than 

•• • was 
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was deemed -neceffary in the relation of voyages, which led 
the way to this vaft acquifition, to the power of the Spanijh 
monarchy. This hero atchieved, by a handful of men, 
the overthrow of a vaft empire. He furmounted difHculties, 
he encountered dangers, fought battles^ add gained vidoriea 
not inferior to thofe recorded of the moft renowned warriors 
of antiquity ; and happily for his memory, his anions are 
defcribed by the elegant pen of Antonio de Soils, a writer, in ^ 
our opinion, no way inferior to Thucydides or Livy, except 
hmt few ftrokes of the marvellous admitted into his rela- 
tion, which we fball endeavour to remove, by comparing 
him diligently with other hiftorians who have wrote upon 
the fame fubjeft. To our account of the conqueft we (hall ^ceewu of 
fubjoin an explicit defcription of the VmgAom oi Mexico i^^^^^* 
of the manners, religion, government, wealth, arts, and 
other particulars relating to the inhabitants, many hints of 
which (hail however be difleminated through the courfe of 
the hiftorical narration. 

That our readers may not be entirely unacquainted 
with the birth of this famous conqueror, it will be neceflary 
to mention, that he was a native of MediUin^ a town of 
Eftrtmadura in Spain, and the fon of Martin Cortez of Mon^ 
roy, and donna Cetalina Pizarro Altamarino ; names which 
fufficiently befpeak the nobility of his parentage, at leaft by 
the mother. He was bred a fcholar, and had fpent two years 
at Salamanca \ but a ftudious life not f^iting his lively and 
adive genius, he obtained his father's permiflion to engage \ 

in the fervice of his country, and learn the rudiments of the 
military art, under the celebrated. Gonzalvo de Cordova^ then 
at the head of a' Spanijh army in Italy ; but a dangerous ill- 
nefs with which he was feized, juft on the point of embar- 
kation, fruftrated this defign, and turned his views towards 
the IVefl-Indits, where the Spaniards were reaping a plen- 
tiful harveft of wealth and glory. In the year 1504 he 
went to HijpaniolaH being then in the 19th year of his age^ 
and was particularly diftinguiihed by Obando the governor, 
to whom he had been ftrongly recommended. After gain- 
ing the general cfteem of the colony, he attended Velaquex 
in quality of fecretary to the ifland of Cuba, ' where he foort 
eftabliChed the reputation of an able ftatefman and com- • 
mander, a brave foldier, a generous friend, and an agree- 
able companion, i)^ 5(?/rV acquaints us, that his perfon was 
pleaGng, his countenance engaging, his temper amiable, and 
bis converfation difcreet; qualities which firft attrafted the 
notice, and eirgaged |he afFe<ftions of donna Catharina Suare% 
Pacbico. His engagemeots with this noble lady involved Cortez 

F 3 in/ 
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ifi many difficulties, and prcduced an altercation with Veli* 
que%^ which had almoft proved fatal to his life ; though hti 
afterwards recovered the governor's favour. OW'hcn a J dif- 
ferences were accommodated, Velaquez not only gave away 
the bride, but beftowed lands upon Corttz^ and diftinguifiied 
1518. him by raifmg him to the office of alcade of St. Jagv^ an em* 
ployment uAially conferred updn fuch as had exhfbited incon* 
\ tellable proofs of merit. In thefe circumftances were our 
hero, when he was appointed to condud tHtf expHttiori to 
Yucatan and the coaft of Mexico j by the title of captain -gene- 
ral of the fleet, and of the countries already difcovered, or that 
Ihould henceforward be conquered undfer his aufpices. Sert- 
fibly affeded with this mark of the governor's confidence, 
he received the charge with great cxpreffions of refpcft and 
acknowledgement ; though Herrera dlites his ambition and 
ingratitude to his benefadlor from this period (^A). The 
preference fhewn Corte% difgufted- all his competitors, and 
made them feize every opportunity of raifmg fcruplcs and 
exciting jeaioufies in the mind of the governor. They rc- 
. minded Velaquez of the early proofs of ambition and ingra* 
titude which Cortez had exhibited ; they ripped up all the 
fofes occafioned by their ancient animofity, and put the moft 
invidious glofs on all the anions of this objedl of their ma- 
lignity; they accu fed Coriez of the meaneft hypocrify, the 
moft daring and prpfumptuous ambition j even in hts cour* 
tefy and liberality they difcovered an artifice, which they 
alledged was but too obvious to all who were not deceived 
by the femblance of real virtue. In a word, they infifted 
that Cortex had not effaced the chagrin of his former ftiffer- 
ings and impriionmcnt, and they wilhed Velaquez to confider 
this circumftance maturely before it was too late to repair 
an error that might prove fatal to his honour and to his life, 

(A) The relations of Herrera Velaquei entertained iny fhfpi- 

and de Solh are extremely con- cion of his fidelity ,« or the leaft 

tradi^ory in this, and a variety notion of fuperfeding bim in the 

of other particulars, notwich- command (1} ; wbeceas debits, 

flanding they appear to have con- the admivfr of CorteKt and in-, 

fulled the fame authorities. The deed his panegyrifl, vindicates 

former, under the appearance of the reputation of hi$ hero, and 

the ftri^leil impaitiality, taxes throws the whole blam^ on ^^7^- 

Cortez/ with the bafeil ingrati- quezt in the manner recited in 

tude, by making him the firil the text: atthis diftanceoftime 

aggrefTor, and averting that he we c? ■,' t pretend to afcertain 

threw oW his obedience before the ex .d tiuth of a^everations. 

• (i) Jferrera, dec* h, I'th, iu Cisu 
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8s wellasta the public fervke, and the intcrcAs- of peU^on 
attd his country; At firft Vehquez received tfaeie remofH 
ftraaces as the effiifions of malice and difappointed ambw 
tioD, affifting Ccrti%, in hiS' preparations, and- taking leav# 
of him in the moft friendly manner w4ien he was ready XA 
depart fron¥ St. JagOk This, at leaft,. is the relation given 
hfJutmode Sdiis} although //«rr/rA,andi other Spanijh 
HTiters, affirm, thztGorttz &>le i^way privately in the nighty 
upon {omt inttmatidn that the governor intended to recall his 
eoBimiffion ; and that upon Felaquez*s purfuing him in the 
Borning, he manned a boat, met the governor in a pofture 
eF defiance, and acquainted him in the moft difrefpedlful 
manner, that he would . pay ' no ferther regard to hie 
orders **, 

Ow thv i9th daf of Jthvnnkr the fleet ftiled from the Cortez 
port of St, JagOf atid arrived in a^fev days at the port of La fails from 
^rimdiul'*, where Coriez no fooner publiflied the deiign ofSt.Jago. 
Che eirpedidon, ttnnhe was reinforced by a great number of 
volunteers, nfianyof them perfons of ^ebeft fa(bion on the 
iftaiid, >whvch"furniibed his enemies with frefh arguments to 
inpeadi his fideltty<^ and poifon the governor's mind with 
diftruft and jealoufy. Cortez had engaged fo many adven- 
turers' to (hare in his fortune by his obliging behaviour, that 
his difappointed rivals found it no difficult matter to fucceed - 
in their deftgn of ruining him with Velaquio^. The oppor-' 
tunity was favourable, and they preilfed tht ir inftances with 
fe fpecious an appearance of difmtereftednefi, that the go- 
vernor at length yielded to their perfuafion, and fcnt two ^j^^^^tf,^^ 
couriers, with letters to aU>; his confidante, and exprefi ^^^ J^^, 
orders to Francifco Virdngo^ chief akade of LifTrinidad^ to pro- ^/^ /^ ^g 
fecute Ofrtez m a }udi<i^ way, and c^prive him of the com* difpoffiffU 
mand. Cortex had notice- of what was tr^nfading ; upon ofth* cvm-^ 
which he inkiiediately aifemUed'his friends and (bldiers^ in- mani* 
formed them of Che machinations of his enemies, defire4 
their advice in whaft martiH^r! h6-ihould pr6ceed,'and to kiiow 
how far he might depeftd^opo^fi thie juftice of his c^iife by the 
judgment they ihould paft on his condu£i/ There needed 
nothing more to engage thefoldiers to make profanations of 
eternal aitachment'to his pepfon and fortune. He found them ' 
united in his intlertft, and determined to defend him againft 
fo grofs an injury, even'^t the hazard of taking arms, and 
coming to art open rupture wkh the governor ; upon which 
he vifited the alcade, informed him of the dange^ to which 
he fhould expofe himlelf by obeying orders fo iniquitous, 

^ Ds SoLM, lib^i*. e;.x« HBaREKA, dec* tk fib.H. c. ii\ . 
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difgttfltng fo many perfons of difiindion as had engaged in 
the expedition out offriendibip to him, and drawing upon him* 
felf the indignation of the foldiers,whofeafFe£tions he fiudied 
, to gain, the better to promote the public (ervice. He already 
found it difficult, he faid, to reftrain their fury within the 
bounds of obedience ; and he could not be anCwerable for the 
confequence, fhould the alcade proceed to the execution of 
The gO' his inftrufiions. Verdugo was a perfon of fenfe and candor ; 
ntetnof^s he was fenfible of the injufiice of the governor's orders, of 
erders the merit of Cortex^ of the danger which would attend any 
a/obeytd. attempts to fuperfede him, and of the detriment which the 
public would fuftain from the divifiohs which muft infallibly 
cnfue. He told CorteZy that he would not onJy fufpend the 
execution of his orders, but ufe his utmofl: endeavours to 
difluade Felaquiz from his refolution, in which he was joined 
by all the other gentlemen in the town and fleet, who had 
* any influence with jthe governor. All of them Wrote to Vela* 
queZy and Cortez accompanied their remonftrances with a 
letter from himfelf, complaining, in the geotleft terms, of 
the governor's diftruft, of the confidence he reppfed in his 
enemies, and the facility with which he liAei^ed to calum* 
iiies raifed by difappointed ambition. 
Cortez Having taken all the meafures which he thought neccf- 

arrives at fary to his own ftcurity, and fufficient to quiet all the fcruples 
the Ha- entertained by Velaqui^y \x<^ fet fail for: the H^avannah,^ and 
vannah. i^^^ feparated from the fleet in a ftorm, and in great danger, 
of being,fliipwrecked. All the other fliips arriving fafe at the 
place o^ rendezvous, and no account coming of Cortez, fot 
the fpace of a week, the adventurers, were divided in. opinion, 
feme regarding him as loft, others advifipg that vefiels might 
be fent in fearch of him, and, a. few propofing that a com- 
mander (hpuld be appointed in his abfence. Of this lail opi- 
. nion was Difgo de OrdaZy wh&, as the friend and confident 
of Valaquezy thought he ihould bid fair to be confirmed in 
tthis poft if he were once nominated by the foldier^.. In this 
'projedl: he was, however, difappointed' by the. -arrival of 
Cortez^ who was received by the joyful acclamations of the 
foldiers, and the warm^ft^eftimonies of efteem from Pedr9 dt 
Bar ha ^ governor of the city. He fet up his, ftandard, and 
ivas immediately joined^ by feveral gentlemen who had alrea* 
dy approved their valour, which gave grieat reputation to 
the expedition, and facilitated the equipment of the fleet. 
He fent the artillery on (bore to be cleaned and proved, 
gave orders for a great number of cotton quilts,^ in the form 
of great coats, which were called Efcaupiltes^ as a defence 
againft the arrows of the Indians^ eji^ercifed his foldiers in the 

ufc 
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tk of file-arms and crofs^bows, taught them the feveral evo- 
lutions neceflary in adion, the method of advancing, re^ 
treating, forming into large and fmall divifions, charging ; 
in a word, all the elements of the military art in the moft 
cbncife method. Every thing was at laft in great forward- 
ncfs; and the day fixed for the departure of the fleet, when ^fecond 
orders arrived to the governor of the Havannah to fuperfede^f^^^^ 
Qfrtez^ and fend him prifoner to St, Jago^ with threats znAfiJ^^i^^ 
menaces to enforce the pundual execution of thefe inftruc- '.^/7v** 
t\OTa\ but FelaquftwzB no better obeyed in this than on '*^*'*' 
the former occafion. Even the very courier, who had 
brought the order, gave C^rf^ notice, and he had informa- 
tions from feveral quarters, that a defign was on foot extreme- 
ly injurious to his honour, and dangerous to his liberty. 
Cartiz was extremely incenfed at this new attempt, becaufe 
he thought he had given all reafonable fecurity of his fi<)eKtyy 
and furniflied noVoom for fufpicion. Convinced of the im^ 
placable refentmfent of his enemies, he now began with lefs 
temper .to think of providing for himfelf, and throwing off 
that obedience, the obfervance of which might prove the 
ruin of himfelf and fcheme, fo promifing to the public emo- 
lument. When he refle£led upon the indignities he had 
fuftained, he blamed hh own patience, and believed that the 
virtue of obedience might be carried to a criminal excefs, as 
if arifing from pufillanimity. This determined him to come fff tbr^wi 
to an open rupture with Felaquez, from whom he had no- of his al- 
thing to fear, as he was certain of the afFedions of his fol- iegioMce f 
diers und r his command. His firft ftep was to remove /£r ^«a;«r- 
from the Havtmnah Dtegode Orda%^ whdfe fidelity and zX-nor. 
tachment^he had reafon to fufpe£l ever fince he had propofed 
bimfelf as commander of the expedition. He then (hewed 
himfelf to the foldiers, arid acquainted them with the new 
perfecution to which be was expofed by the virulence of his 
coemtea ; upon which they made the fame declarations as 
before, and became fo tumultuous, that it was with dtffi- 
coky he could reftrainv their flying to arms; nor could all 
his endeavours filence their clamorous zeal, until Pedro Barba 
protefted puUickly, that he would not execute his orders, 
or have any (hare in fo flagrant an tSt of injuflice and op- 
prcffion, with which the foldiers were immediately appeafed, 
andtheir oieaaces converted. into joyful acclamations. Barba 
(hewed the (incerity of his intentions by excufing himfelf to 
Ydaqupt for not interpofing in an affair of fuch delicate con- 
fequence, remonftrating upon the impropriety of any attempts 
againft an officer fo beloved by his people ; and reprefenting, , 

in the ftrongeft terms, the commotions excited among the 

foldiers * 
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ipldier» bf the report of the injqry iiHeiyied to theiir c^jgi^i 
mander ; concluding with pathetic adnionittotis^ thai Vih^ 
fueT^ would endeavour to reg^n Corten by ai^s of friendjibip 
aDd generofity, and rely upon his gratitudQ Cor wJfiat cQuli 
be accomplished neither by. threa^^^foico^ nor periiiafion. 

This difficulty. beii)g,fiira)ouo(Qd> Cort€% divided bis ^en 
into, eleven companiesii ^a^barking one in each ve&l% ap^ 
. , fKoiiited captains to each^ referved to him&lf the cboHnaod 

of the largeft (hip, the Gapitanoy befiowed the civief dire£li(m 
of the artillery on Framifio de Or^fco^ a 6>ldiei: who hatd ^ 
linguilbed himfelf in Italy %. and a{^oin^ed for bis cbi^f pilot 
jfzUomo de Alamims^ the fame per fon who, had accoQ9f>ao£Q4 
Qprdovd and Grijlap^ to the coafr of Mextta^ in . the^ expdi-i 
tions recited in the! aft fefliom He next dnew up ioftrudion^ 
&r all his officers,, in which heprovidod againft contiageociei 
witji admirable fagacity, ftamp^d an tmpreifioB of hi9 prun 
dence on the wXx)A& of his foldiers, aod aiibrded. a hapfij^priSi 
Gige of the fuocefs of the expedttioni, from the wifd^ad(i 
ICIQ ^^^n with whif:h it wais concerted. On the lothtky ol 
^ "' Fehufiry he quitted; the port %i the Havamab^ put oat to 
fea» ind w^as fooo. overtaken in a ftoiimv during which hft 
^iiplayed every quality of a vigilant able, oemniandarirand 
w^as the chief infirument in faving om of the ftipb which 
l^ad loft her rudder in the teoipoffi. The ifiand of Cmaful 
was the place appoin^e<} for («he x^endozvous of the .fieet. iii 
cafe of feparati/Qnj and here P.edra ffMvw'ada&xA^ixkitii 
This, officer had been difpatehed with"hJs*(bH>, ia fear^ of 
Diego d'Oj^daXj.K^fv^xd^ the north coaft^ but miffing .his 
CQurfe, he fteered^for GozumeK and lacfd^d^n^brafinaUtownj 
whi^h he remenib^fj^d iinc^ the voyage: bei'^erformcd vriiib 
Grljalva.. Finding it deiferted:^ .anc^ithoi^ the in&rttt had isd 
UUber ifi^tQi the c^ufitry^ ^/i;/^^4 imaginihg that ioaiSmiTiii 
^:(bkUer.W>a$ want. of virtue,; riiarched wtitha party ^t£ hif 
men^to furvey theccr^intty, andcanye tdaiiochentfown^ whioli 
was Ukewife defeated by the inhabitants. .Thi« hejpiUagbti 
feizimg upon all th^pr^iftoDS betpidd find, d^iiro^ijng^^bo 
^dbU in a temple, ,^d defpbiltng-JtbenitQf all* tbaircgoWfcariiafi 
n^ents^ and whatevff -came in his w^y that| appearet) 
to be^ valuable, without otice recoileSing ihat he. W3» iojo* 
ri^ig, the fervice^ by ^t^nifying the Indi$nky ^fviiig -theni w 
ifXipMffionsof the Spaniards^, and fruAvajii]9:.the> dcA^of 
(iQrU%9, never to ufe vioJencei wheiietgoo4 u&ge and peiAuh 
fion could eSe£k the iame purpofes. With this boaty^ and. i 
few prif9ners, he returned to the place of dt}faaErlatii»i^:whrce 
Cortez ^^ ^^s joined the next day by Cortez and the fieet. ^Vfon 
arri'yesen relating hxs cof^duift^ ho Wft9 publickly ccniiircdby the gene- 
CozumeL . J^% 
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ret, tnd the prUbners were damified, after they bad hoeii' 
informed bj the In£an inteq>reter Mdcbkr^ of whom we- 
have before made meiuion, how difagreeable the injuries^ 
' done them were to CorttXj and how contrary to the general 
intention of the expeditron, which ^as to ctdtivate friend*** 
Ihip, and foroi alliances, with all the Indian nations. All-* 
the booty taken by Ahtirado's foldiers was likewife reAof ed, 
and fomeprefcnts were made to the captiirea^ in hopes that their 
account to their countrymen, of the behaviour of the SpaniarJs^ 
might produce an intercoi^fe. 

CORTEZ naw encamped for three days on the coaft^ lelf 
his advancing further into tbe country might give freCh dif- 
torbance to the natives, before the relation of the captives 
could work the expeSed cSc&, This time he employed in 
muftering his armj/v vi^hich he found amounted to five bun* 
dred and' eight foldiers, fixteen horfemen, and an hundred 
and nine mechanics, pilots, and mariners, including thecrew^ 
of Diego €PQrdaZj who had now^ joined him in confequence 
of another meflage. When the mufter was itaiflied, he 
harangued the army in a lively animating fpeech, in which 
he enumerated the difficulties thrown in their way by tbe 
nalice of his enemies, the happy prefage which his triumph 
aSorded, tbe importance of the expedition, the perils aad 
toib which they muft expeft to encounter in the purfuit of 
riches and glory. ^' I have no defrgn, fays he, to dinflnifh 
*^ the danger of our undertaking. We are to expefl bloodjr 
^' engagements, incredible frtigues, aind fuch multitudes of. 
^' enemies, as will require the full exertion of all your va« 
" lour 5 but the glory of conqueft will be the greater. Yott 
'* have been accuAomed to fight, and to endure hardfhips in* 
*^ tboie iflatids which you have already fubdued : our prefent 
^* undertaking is of greater importance ; we muft purfue it 
'^ with proportionable vigour, and tquare our dourage and. 
'^ refolntion to the difficulty of our eoterpiiize. We are 'but ' 
^^ few in number ; but union multiplies armies, and in our 
"agreement confifts oi!kr flrength. We mitft, mycompa-' 
*' nions, be all of one mind to refolve, and as one hand toi 
•* execute: our interefts are the. fame, and the glory .ojf; 
*' conquef): fha}! be equally diftributed among the defervtog. 
^^ The valour of each individual muft eftaUiibthe fecuritfr 6i* 
^^ all in general. Ikm your commander,' and will be the' 
'* firftto hazard thy life for the meaneftofmy foldiers. Lett 
** it be your care to merirmy regard, and rather to foUo^. 
^ my example than my orders. I find in myfelf a courage 
^^ able to execute the mod difficult enterprize, and fufficient' 
** to undertake the-oonqucft of the whole world: my heart; 

** even 
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** eftn flatters me with this hope, from I know not what 
•* extraordinary impulfe, the moft agreeable of all prefages* 
*^ In a word, let our profeffions be fucceeded by adiions ; and 
^* let not this confidence of mine be reckoned temerity^ 
*^ iince it is fo well fupported by you, from whom I exped 
•* that all deiiciences in myfelf {hall be fupplied." 

While he was thus exhorting and animating his fol<* 
diers with all the eloquence of a JuHms Cafar^ notice was 
brought that the Indians began to appear at a di fiance, in fniall 
parties, unarmed 5 which, however, did not prevent Cortez 
from putting himfelf in a pofture of defence, and guarding 
againft being furprifcd : however, the men were ranged be-, 
hind the lines, that they might not prefent a hoftile appear- 
ance, or difcourage the natives from advancing. Xhis gra- 
dually drew them on, until fome of the jnore refolute ven- 
tured to enter the camp, where they were fo kindly received, 
that they called to their companions to follow their exam- 
jde. The Indians flocked now in great numbers, mingled 
without fear with the Spaniards^ and beheld every thing with . 
figns of wonder and amazement ; though, upon the whole, 
they appeared to be converfant with ftrangers, as was highly 
probable, from an idol kept in this tlland, extremely reve- 
, reneed by the Indians of the continent. Next day. Cortez 

was honoured with a vifit from the cazique, and a prefent^ 
whicR he received with profound acknowledgments and tefti- 
moniesbf his great inclination to cultivate a perpetual friend- 
ihrp with fo refpe£iable a prince : to which the Indian re- 
plied, that he accepted the friendtbip offered, and would * 
prcfcrve it as a man who underfiood the value of the gift. It 
was during this vifit, that C^rfez accidentally got intelligence- 
of certain Spaniards who were detained prifoners in TucaUtn^ 
iince the former exppditioi^s to that country. He had over- 
heard one of the Indians^ in the cazique's retinue, repeat the 
word Cafiilia ; and ordering the interpretcf to inquire into ' 
the Indians meanings was told, that his men very much re* 
fembled certain prtfoners kept mTucatany who faid they were 
natives of a country called Ci^i//^. Upon farther inquiry^' 
Csrtez, found, that the captive Spaniards were in the hands of" 
certain /^i/Z^ffx of the £rft quality, refiding two days journey- 
withfh the province. He exprefled his rerolatii>n to?the cazique 
of fetting them atliberty, and was advifed to attempt it by ran- 
Ibm^ left, if violence were ufed, their neighbours might be com- 
pelled to maiTacre them outof fear or refentment : a caution^ 
which gave Cflr/«c a. high opinion of the good fenfe and po* 
licy of the Indian prince. Accordingly, Diego de Ordaz was 
ordered with his vefTel to the coafi of Tucatan^ with a letter 

from 
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'from CorffZto ti^prifoners, and prefents for their ranrom, to 
which fome Irfdians undertook to bring back an anfwer in 
eight days ; but the time being expired, Orda% returned with- 
out his bufinefs, imagining that he had been deluded and 
cheated of the prefents, and that either no Spaniard W2is de- 
tamed at Yucatan^ or that no attempt was made to procure 
his reJeafe. This was the fouice df real concern to Coriez ; 
^who, befides the pleafure' of fetting countrymen and chrif- 
' tians at liberty, entertained great hopes from tlie fcrvices of 
the captives as interpreters, as it was probable they muft have 
acquired the language of the country ; but before he had 
quitted Cozumely he was joined by the Indian meflengcrs, 
who very honourably difcharged their commiffion, though 
they were retarded by accidents, and brought back with 
them the prifoner, whofe name was yerom de Aguilar, As 
this perfon was greatly inftrumental in the conqueft of Mex^ 
ic(^ we (hall give an abftraft of his adventures, ' 

According to ^^z/i&r's account, he had lived near eight j;^^^^^, 
years among the Indians^ having been fhipwrecked as hev^Spaniard 
was pailing from Darien to Hifpaniola^ and efcaping vfxth detained 
twenty more in a long-boat, driven on the coaft of Yucatan^ prifoner in 
where they were carried to a country of CarUbee Indians. YvtcsLtMnm 
The plumped of his countrjwien were facrificed to their 
idols, and afterwards feafted upon by the favages, while 
his own leannefs proved the means of his fafety. H^ was 
cooped up_in a cage to fatten againft the next folemn feftival, 
before which he fortunately made his efcapej and after wan- 
dering feveral days, remote from all fettlemepts, without 
any other nourifhment than herbs artd roots, fell into the 
hands of certain Indians^ who prefented him to the rcaziquej 
by whom, after fome fevere ufage, and trials of his patience 
and ability, he was raifed to the higheft offices, and the 
command of armies. He had obtained feveral victories over 
the enemies of the cazique, and acquired fuch power and po- 
pularity, that at the time the Indian meffengers arrived with 
his ranfom, he was in a condition to demand his liberty as 
the reward of his extraordinary fervices. 

While the Indian meflengers were employed at the court 
©f the cazique, and treating for the releafe of Aguilar^ Cortez 
was not idle. He marched with his whole army to take a 
view of the ifland ; rather with defign to preferve difcipline, 
and keep the foldiers in a(B:ion, than froth any apprehenfiotx 
of an attack from the natives, who feemed extremely delight- 
ed with the behaviour of the Spaniards. He difiuaded his 
men from offering violence, by reprefcnting the poverty of . 
the people, which could afford no temptation to break 
« / through 
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tkrough the regulations of dffciprme, and ^ laws of hofpi- 
(tality. He told them, that here they were to ftamp that io- 
<prei£on of their chara&ers, which mud ftrongly influence 
the fyccefs of all their future undertakings, as the reputation 
jth^y^ acquired in Cozumel would foon be difFufed over the 
continent ; and he concluded with obferving, that the fame 
of their integrity, humanity, and generoflty, would pro- 
jnote their intereft, and extend their conquefts,, more power- 
fully than the fword. He fufFered them, however, to barter 
'trinkets with the' Indians in exchange for gold and proviiions, 
%y which means the army was abundantly fupplied with all 
^ the neceflfaries which the country aiForded. Cortex likewife^ 

irifited the temple of the fupreme idol \ and was aftoniflied 
to find the archite<9:ure not defpicable. The idol was a ha- 
inan figure of a terrible afpeft ; and,* indeed, this circum* 
jflance of deformity was religioufly obferved among the divi- 
nities of all degrees worfhipped by this ignorant people. The 
ifland is faid to have taken the name ol-Cozumil from thii 
great idol, fo much revered by all the adjacent nations, and 
particularly in Mexico^ from which the ifland is fituated onlyat ' 
, the diflance of a few leagues^ The temple was crowded with 

Indians^ in the midft of whom flood a priefl, diflinguifhrd by a 
part of a covering juft fuflicient to hide his nakednefs, ^ho 
feomed to beexhorting the audience,and preaching with an em- 
phatic tone and a<£lion, extremely ridiculous to the Spaniards, 
Cortez took this opportunity of intruding the cazique in fuch 
points of the do^rines of chflftianity, as he imagined were 
beft fuited to his capacity. He demonflrated to him the ab- 
furdity of his own religion, and made fo deep an impreffion 
ph the mind of this prince, that, inflead of returning an anfwei^ 
he defired to confult with the prieft and people. But it was 
4iot,fo cafy to fatisfy the mind of the priefV, who perceiving 
that his intereft was deeply concerned in fupporting the im- 
pofture, made loud outcries- againfl all innovation, * and 
threatened the reformers with the vengeance of the |od5, 
'Peftroys \{ they did not immediately defift from fo impious a defign : 
t^^'dols e/'however,' the foldiers overturning the altar, and defacing tlie 
the '/««^- idol, the Indians began to wonder that the gods did not in- 
^^* terpofe ; they beheld the heavens were ftill ferene, that the 

jpromifed vengeance was delayed, and foon changed their 
adoratidn into contempt for thofe gods, who, not beiftg 
able to vindicate theWifelves, could afford but little protcc- 
Jtion to their votaries. Upon this the Spaniards ere£led an 
, jSltar, on which they placed the image of the virgin M^^^ 
qand fixedra^crofs At the entrance of the temple, and, thinking 
ihey .had by this 4£t CijAibited full proofs of the firitths of rt- 
'. . ^velatioflj 
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mlatidn, Jepait^d, leaving the natives in CUtHl aflMiUh** 
tntsit at the wonders -they faw wrought. 

fiY^he 4th pf March the troops being embarked, CsrtiZ Arrivam 
iailed with 'his whole ileet ^\xftd\f for the coaft of Yucatan^ Tabiicou 
and doubliilg Cixpe Catoche^ arrived fafe in the river of Gti^ 
jaiha^ where he exjiedled t6 meet with the fame kind rc- 
/ception from th^ Indians d^TahafcOi which the Spaniards rtcft 
widi \n the laleVxpedition. The gold Hkewife brought front 
that country, made the foldiers extremely earneft in theit 
foiicitations for leave to go on (hore ; and Cvrtex determined 
to comply, as this he hoped would be the means of eftablifh** 
ing a firm alliance with the natives. His intention, how- 
ever, was only to make a (hort ftay in Tahafco^ his thoughts 
being wholly bent in proceeding to the capital of Mexico i 
the account' of which given by Aguthr and the Indians ex- 
cited 'both his curiofity and ambition. Skirmifbing in the 
prcwinc^s, could only ferve to weaken his army, and dimtnifh 
^namfberof his troops, which fhould be refeived whole 
and entire for the njoft difficalr enterprize : bcftdes, the re- 
dwSionof Ttf^^^j and other remote provinces^ would con- 
tribute little towards the conqueft of Mexico \ the greatt 
ftrength of which was in the capital, and towards the heart of 
the empire : yet he refolved to gratify the foldiers, and ac- 
cordingly proceeded to make the beft of his way againft the 
current, when a multitude of canoes was obferved to line 
both fides of the river, filled with men completely 'armed^ 
and giving tokens of hoftifle intentions. Gortez advanced in 
dofe order in his boats, ordering that none ffiould fire until 
he was commanded ; and as foon as be anchored within a 
proper diftance, Aguilar found that he underftood their lan- 
guage, and acquainted the general, that tjhe cries of the /«- 
£ans were menaces and declarations of war, unlc;rs he return- 
ed to the IhipSi AguHair was direded to advance in one of the 
boats, with proper propofals ; but he foon returned with an 
account, that the Indians were obftinate in their refolution 
to defimd the mouth of the river, and had even infolently re- 
fufcd to hearken to his propofals. Herrera^ indeed, gives atn 
invidious turn to Cortez\ bjehaviour on this occafion, by afi^ 
firming, that the Indians only oppofed his landing in a hoftile 
manner, and that they fupp'ied him plent fully with provi- 
fions ; which is denied by JDe Solis^ whoft relation Is corro- 
borated by the teftimony of Diaz del Caftillo^ who was pfe-^ 
fcnt in the ttpedhion. According to DeSolis^ Cortex wais 
averfcto^ war, becaufe it could bring him no advantage, 
and muft ncceflarily retard his voyacre j but perceiving that 
heiras ao#«ngage4 in aherGation, he thought it iDig^t hurt 

him 
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bim in the opinion of the foIdier^» if be fuiFered the inloTehte 
of the barbarians t6 pafs unpuniflied. However, after making 
all the necefliry preparations for forcing the enemy, he fent 
-Jguilar a feccnd time, with propofals and aiTurances, that hd 
bad nothing in view but friendly intentions and the mutual 
advantage of both parties, which were anfwered by a fignal 
to attack. Cortex had drawn up his fleet of boats in the form 
of acrefcent, towards which the Indians advanced with the 
power of the current i and when they were within a proper 
jdiftance, poured fuch a flight of arrows, as greatly «mbar- 
raffed the Spaniards to ward off, even with the heft of their 
lliields and cotton cloths ; but having fufiained the firft 
charge, they returned it with a vigour which afionilhed and 
broke the Indians ^ the canoes retiring with great precipita- 
tion, and leaving a fiee paflage for the boats to- advance* 
Many were fo terrified with the fmoke, fire, and noife of the 
mufquetry, and with the death of their companions, that, 
imagining the heavens were falling, they plunged into the 
water. In confequence of this advantage, the boats put to 
fhore, and the troops began to debark in a fituation fo ift« 
convenient, that the /w^tftfwj recovered their fpirits, and re- 
newed the attack, while the Spaniards were almoft entirely 
engaged in difentangling themfclves from bufhes,' briars, 
and marfhes, in which they funk to the knees/ The flights oi 
arrows (hot by the Indians increafed the difliculty, and ren- « 
dered the circumflances of Cortex extremely critical ^ how- 
ever, his valour and Condu£): at laft triumphed. By his 
voice and example he animated his men, and without ceafing 
to maintain his £re, drew up one line> which fupported the 
' attack until th^ reft were formed in battalia, and in a condi- 

\ tion to cover the debarkation of the remainder of an hundred 
men, under Ahnxo dCAvila^ to attack the town of Tabafco j 
and as foon as the landing was compleated, he fell upon the 
incredible multitud^e of hi^ enemies with fuch impetuoiity and 
addrefs, that they yielded to the (hock, allowed him to pafs the 
marfhes unmolefted, and concealed themfelves in bu(hes and 
thickets. The party under D'Jvila had likewife given them 
the alarm, and contributed to their defeat, as appeared by 
the fwarms who purfued him, and flew to the defence of the 
city, upon which they imagined he had defigns. This fiir* 
niflied Cortex with an opportunity of advancing, without fear^ 
to the afliftance of the detachment, which he perfornied with 
fuch celerity, that he arrived at Tahafco before D*AviIa, and 
having, joined that oflUcer, gave immediate orders for an aP 
fault, before the Indians (hould have time to recover from 
their panic^ or to reafl'emble their feathered trocjps, <' Let 
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*« uis folloW the viaory, cried he, before thefe barbarian* 
" forget their cuftom of flying' before us, or our delay give 
** them time to recoiled thdmTe?ves, and recall their fcattcr- 
** ed fpirits/' Saying this he drew his Avordi and led ^the 
attack. The town was fdrtilted with lorig ftakes^ fixed deep 
in the ground, in the manner of pallifadoes^ and {o joined,' 
that the Indians had room to difcharge their arrows at certaia 
inttrnrals. It had no outworks j but at the joining of theeircle^ 
the extremity of oflc line covered the opening irt the other, 
and compo&d a narro^^ ferpentide flreet, refembltng a fpiral 
line, defended by little wooden towers, at the entrance^.* 
This was an extreme commodious defence againft fuch arms - 
as were ufed by the Indians \ and It greatly embdrrafled the 
Spaniards too, though it was no proof againft artillery, and ^ ^ 
the refinements in the military art made by European nations. 
Vet no difficulties could refift the ^xdior oi the Spaniards i 
they gained the foot of the rampart^ under a cloud of arrows 
that darkened the fky, and kept up fo perpetual a fire through 
the intervals, that the Indians deferting their pofts, gave the 
foldiers an opportunity of cutting optn a paflage in the wall^ 
tnd purfuing to the very heart of the town, where the ^J^duca 
Indians iifed their 1 aft efforts ; but ^after a fhort refiffancc '^^ ^^-^'" 
Were defeated and difperfed, Tabafcd being yielded as the re- ^jf^^.tg 
walrd of the conquerors. Nor would Cortex purfue ^^^"^ J^jans iig 
into the woods, that he might give his army time to reco- jicygrsew 
vet from their fatigue, and the enemy an opportunity of -^^^j^^;,/^^ 
fuing for peace. In this adioit fourteen Spaniard's were 
Wounded, but nohe flain ; whereas the (laughter of the 
tnemy was confiderable, and their Wounded fuppofed to be 
ftill more numerous, though they carried them oft"; it beiiig 
a point of honour with the IndiaHs^ riot to fuflFer thofe who 
have been maimed id a£tion to fall into the, hands of the 
enemy. However, the redudlion of Tabdfco was of no other 
Value than that it furnifhed the troops with abundance of 
provilion^ the Indians having removed their families, and " 
dioft valuable elFedts, before the afTault commenced (B). 

This night the Spaniards took up their quarters in three 
temples, fituated near that part of the town where they laft 

(B) In the recital of this af- while he was treating of peace 

fair, Herrera differs, as ufual, with the Indiatu : but he feems , 

from De "SoliSf not only in the either to be prejudiced againfl 

particulars of the adiion, but Cortezy or at lead to have bor- 

With refpedt to the condadl of rowed his relation from the ene- 

Cortex, If we may credit him, mies of that extraofdipary per-^ 

the Sfanijb hero behaved fonage« Dee* ii. lib. ii. r. iv« 
treacherou/ly/furprifing r^2^4/rd .... 
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engaged % and C^r/^2 kept as ftri£{ watch, as if b« had exp^** 
rienced veterans to deal with, and a gefieral who knew bo^ , 
to. profit by every opportunity. Next day the country ap- 
peared deferted, and round the whole circle of the horizon 
not a Angle human Rgure appeared. Th6 adjacent woods 
were fearched, and found to be equally folitary and aban- 
doned \ yet Cortex^ apprehenfive of fonie ftratagem^ did not 
think it advifable to difcontiniie his ufual caution. The very 
^xtiaordinary filence that reigned over the whole country 
raifed his fufpicions, which were, farther confirmed by the 
defertion of Melchior^ the Indian^ whom he carried with him 
to ferve for an interpreter. In this uncertainty he detached 
Alvarado and Francifio de Lugo^ each with an hundred men, 
to examine the country more fiarrdwly, wich directions, if 
they found an army in the field, to return ^ith all expeditibn 
to their quarters, in order to avoid engaging with unequal 
numbers. After little more than an hour's march, di tugo 
was furrounded by a multitude of Indians^ who attacked hint 
on all fides with (b much fury, that be was forced to draw 
up his mtn in a fquare^ prefenting a point every way ; but 
as the enemy w.ere Continually increafing, he nruft, in tlie 
end, have funk under the weight of numbers, had not A!* 
varadc, upon hearing the noiie of fire-arms, come feafonably 
to his relief. Aharado fell upon the rear of the Indians with 

Jrreat impetuofity ; and they, furprifed at this fudden aflaulr, 
oon opened him a pafTage to de Lugo^ and retreated. Still, 
however, there was a numerous body that oppofed the re- 
treat of the Spaniards to their quarters, as they had been or- ' 
dered* Taking breath, therefore^ they then attacked the 
enemy with fo much refolution, that they broke their way. 
through, although continually expofed to their arrows, and 
fometimes almoft borne down with numbers. Whenever 
the Spaniards faced about, the Indians retreated; and the 
moment they faw the foldiers again begin their march, re* 
newed their attack with the fame aftoniibing celerity. At 
laft Cortez^ who had been advertised of Lugo^s diftrefs by a 
Cuba Indian difpatched by Alvaradjy came up with the re-' 
mainder of the forces ; and he was no fooner difcovered by 
the enemy, than they baited, giving the two captains leifu re 
to join the main body. They divided into fmall parties, 
yet ftill maintained a hoftile appearance ; though Cortezy not 
caring to wafte his ftrength in fkirmiflies, retreated to his 
quarters, to take care of the wounded, of whom there were 
ejeven; a number of great imporunce, confidering the 
{lender ftrength of the whole army. Upon examining the 
' prifoAers wh9 were taken upon this occafion, it was found, 

that 
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\hM the IfuSans grounJcd their obfttnacjr upon tKe aflTurarices 
of the dderter Mekhiori that the Spaniards were but a band^ 
All, that they were not immortaJ, and that their fire-arms^ 
^hich they miftook for thunder, were lefs dreadful than the^f 
imagined. It wa!l upon the ftrength of bis afieverattons the)^ 
had ventured to attack de Lugd ; and CartiZ afterwards learn-* 
cd that the barbarians, whorn Mekhior bad pf^rfuaded to take ^ 

arh)5, having a fecond time failed iii their attcrnpt$ revenged 
themfelves on ,the adyifer o( the war,' by fazrificing him to 
ibeir idoU. The prifanefi alfo related^ that all the traziquea 
Qf the adjacent provinces were fummohed toihe afiiftance of 
the lord of Tabafco^ and that riext day a very powerful army 
ivas to bb aflem.bM, of which the body which- ftW upoa 
Lug9 was of)ly afnoall detachment. . 

Upof^ this intelligence C6ri^ called a cduncH bf his prin^ 
cipal officersi He laid isefote, them the^^diffijculties iii * 
which they. were engaged^ the preparations of the Iwlians 
to deftroy them, aftd the Inequality of their awn number ; 
concealing nothing from them of what the prifohers ha^ 
(declared. He then expatiated hpon the glory of ot^ercoming 
fuch multitudes^ their 6wn experience and valour, the 
liakedncfs and fimplicity of their enemies ; but above all, he 
infifled upon the iil-confequenicres that might flow from dif- 
covering any fymptoms of fear at the menaces of thofe barba<£ 
tjansi the report of whofe triumph might fpread as far zs 
Me^Uoy to the great prejudice of their reputation ; a matter ot 
the l.aft importance^' as they muft expe£t to conquer that vaft 
empire mor^ by reputation, of invincible valour than by dint 
of armi. In his opinion, therefore, they ought either to 
abandon all thoughts of the enterprfze againfl New Spairii 
^r proceed no farther till they had eftabiiihed peace with the 
Tabafcam upon the ntoft honourable cprndittons^ of wholly 
fubdued the province; This, however, he urged was only 
his own bpinion, which he would willingly fuhmit to the 
fentiihents of the council. There appeared fo much tnodefiy^ 
difcretion, and good fenfe in the generaPs fpeech, that alt 
vnanimoufly agreed, it was then impofifble to quit theit* 
preient fituarion until they had chailifed or conquered the in^ 
l^abitants, without giving the natives uhfavourable impre^ 
fions, which might blaft all their future projefts. This rc(b-< 
lution juftified CMi% in his mcafures ; and he accordingly 
proceeded to make the neceflary preparations for giving the 
eneniy a warm reception next morning. The wounded 
Were carried on l>oard, the horfcs lahded, the artillery got 
in restdinefs, and fuch fplrits were infufed into the troops^ 
as prefaged a happy iflue to the expected. engageniem. Qom^ 
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niftttng the infacitry to the care of Diego it Or'Aa%^ CirteH 
marched with the few horfe in his army in the frjnt, keep- 
ing pace witb his artillery, whicli moved heavily and with 
freac difficulty^ becaufe the ground Was boggy and uneved. 
n the mornings mas was performed with great devotion i 
a relieious ceremony which 6^//2 never omitted, from a 
convidion that piety, inftead of inervating, infpired refolk* 
ti n and valour, by rendering the foldiers lefft afraid of the 
terrors of death. He advanced to the place where^ accord- 
ing to the information of the prifoners, the enemies forces 
were to aiTemble* This .was at the diftance of two miles 
from his. quarters; but perceiving "not the veftigc of a hft- 
snan creature, he proceeded a mile further, to a place called 
Cinthlaj and there difcovered at a drflance the moti num^* 
reus arniy he had ever beheld^ ftretching fo far fVoni right 
to lefty that the eye could not taki in both extremities. 
Irdian Their weapons were bows and arr6wsi» the bow-ftrings being 
nvaffons, ^^^^ ^f ^^^ tendons of bcafts, or twifted thongs of decr- 
^^ /Vf ^ '^'"' ^^ ^^^^ arrows armed with bones grotmd (liarp, or 
i^ * pointed fifli-bones ; for the ItUSans were all Qf.acquainted 

^' with the ufe of iron. They ^fed alfo long darts, which they 

managed according to occafions^ either as a pike or javelin. 
Theirfwords were fo long and heavy, that they were wielded 
by both hands, made of wood, and edged with flints, as 
we have elfewhere mentioned of the natives of Yucatan* 
Some had large clubs, pointed with flints, and great num- 
bers ufed ^flings, with which they threw flones with amazing 
^ ftrength and dexterity; but the flingers formed a feparate 
corps, detached from the main army. As to defenfive arms, 
which were only wore by commanders and perfons of difiinc- 
tion, they confifttd of quilted cotton armour, breaft*p)ates 
and (bields of wood or tdrtoife fliell, adorned with plates of 
gold or copper. All painted their faces in the day of ad^ion 
in the moft frightful manner, with defign to render rhem- 
ielves terrible, as Tacitus remarks of a certain people in 
Germany's obferving, that an impreffion in the eye is the 
firft ftep XfO victory ; or, in his concife manner. Nam primi in 
' amnibus praltis oculi vincuntur. Their heads were adorned 
with high plumes of feathers, which m^de them took taller, 
and gave them a very martial appearance. To animate the 
mtn^ they had different kinds of unufual warlike inflru- 
ments, with which they likewife made fignals for attacking, 
and founded retreats; fuch as flutes made of cane, large 
fliells, and a kind of drums made out of the trunks of trees^ 
and fo hollowed, as to yield a very harfli difagreeable found 
upon being beat with a ftick. The InJians had fcarce any 
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order rf tattle^ except that 2I corpi for the relief of the main 
army was always rcfervcd. > This was the only pr caution- 
taken, there bein^ neither lines formed, divifioiis made, nor 
pofts affi<.ned. ]*«very man fought wheie he thought proper, 
and the whole engaged in fuch a tumultuous manner, that, 
tbeyrun down each other, and frequently fuhfc urtder their 
own weight and diforder. Their firft onsets wtrc fur'rous,' 
and accompanied with cries, intended for the double purpofe 
of animating themfelves and difpiriting the enemy. The' 
tro/»ps of every province were led by their proper cazique 5 
and akhotigh theie was a kind of fubordinationeft^btifhed, it 
utas g^neraHy laid afide in battle, every man relying chiefly^ 

- upon the ftrengthof his own arm, his valour, and'addrefs. 
Sucn was'the army that now ruihed like an inundation 
upon the Spaniard$t and feemed to cover the whole fate of 
the cobntry. Their attack began upon the foot, while, 
CorteXYiSL^ been uking poft on an eminence, #here his fifteen 
hoile and- the artillery could do moft execution, by playing 
upon the enemy's ftank, and fweeping off crouds at a fingle 
difcharge. The Indians firft (hot their ar^ow«, and then 
clofed in with fo much impetiiofity, thztiht' Spaniards not 
being abte to attack them withtheirfirearmsf and crofs-bows,' 
had recoutfe to their fworJs, ^hife the cannon made drea3- 
ftil flaugWtpr from the envinemce, deftroying whole compa-' 
nics at theypuflied on in crouds.' ' Yet wcrtjthe Indians fo ob-' 
ftinate, that, inftead of retreating, they 'threw handfuh of 
duft ift the air to Conceal their flain, and-a<lvanced with re- 
doubled- fury, inf<fmuch that Diego de OrdazyVfho com- 
manded the infantry, and^behaved with the' utmoft gallantry,' 
muft hBve yielded totheinfinitefupehbrity of numbers, had 
iiiotCorts% feafonably fallen upon the rear of the enemy with 
his horie^ breakir^ • Chroagh the thickeft crouds, flafhing. 
with hh fword, attd"trinH)ling under the feet of his horfes 
thofe Waked ^^retches, 'whtt^verc fdzed -with i panic upon' 
the firft appearance of fo esttraordinary an ariimal; taking the! 
horfe and rider for the f^me creature, agreeable to the poe-: 
tical idea the anctentS'entertained of the Centaur. Diego ob- 
ferying the diibrder and panic of the enemy, called forth all 
his ftrength, and prcfled in with fo much vigour, that this 
vaft mulMtude fluduated like the rolling of the fea from the 
van to the rear, and at iaft broke and diiperfed, leaving eight 
hundred flain upon the field, a multitude of wounded, whom* 
tkey were not able to cafl-y off, and more prifon^rs than the 
Spaniards thought |)roper to (tixc^ ccmtenting themfclvts only 
wiih a few to fet a nc gociation of peace on foot, and de- 
monftrate to their CQuntrymen, from the ufage they received,* 
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fl^at the Spaniards harboured np qtifriefidly defigni agaiAA 
tthe Tabafcans. Of the Spaniards^ two foldiers were kiH^d, 
find feventy wounded, but not dangeroufly. Upon the whole^ 
this was the gFcateft victory ever obtained by the SpaviarJs 
in America \ ^qd the more extraord.nary, as it was gained 
\>y a handful of men over an arofiy of Forty thoufatid barba- 
fidns, ignorant, indeed, pf the s^rt of war, but extremely obr 
fiiaate ^nd brave. It juftly railed the reputation of Coriez^ 
whq during the a£(ion di (played cpurage, fagacity, addrefs, 
activity, and e^^ery otner quality of a great commander* In 
a word, the defeat of fuch a multitude of Indians appieared 
Jfo extraordinary, that the writers of thofe days ttifoMght they 
inuft have recoprfe to a miracle to g^in belief, and' therefore 
relate, that S,t, jf^fnes the Apodle appeared mounted upoM 4 
^vhitchorfe, and:fGUght dcfperately i.)X t\it Spaniards, 

Next day after the battle, Corte-j^ ordered the pri (oners t<» 
\\t brought before hini* among whom were fome perfom of 
diftin£tion. They difcovcred in their faces fynipnom^ of the 
ilrpngeft fear, imsigining they were to be fact i (iced to the 
gods, agj-eeahle to the inhunnan practice of their own counr 
try. How great; then was their furprife to find ih^mfelvea 
treated with the utmoft refpeit, and fet at liberty, with pre- 
sents, as if they had actually done fome extraordinary fervice 
%oCortiz^ who told them^ *^ that he knew how to forgive as 
V well as to cqn^uef ." The humanity (hewn upon this ocr 
Cafion foon apppe^red to betrue policy ; for a few houra after 
fhe prifoners had been r^ieafed, crouds of Indians came ta 
the Spanijh, quaner$, laden with wheat, fowls, and other pro- 
yifions, defigning thereby tq facUits^te that negocfation wnich 
the cazique of Jabafio wa^trying tq eftablifli. ^fext day an 
^mbaiTy came with prppofais of pea<:e i but C^tiz refufed 
giving audience^ be$f^aufe he was informed by Aguihr^ that 
The perfons employed in this commi^on were of the meaner 
fort ; whereas it was cuilomary with the Indians to fend men 
pf Ugure and diilindlion upon embaOies. He bid the interr 
preter acqv^aint the Indians,, '* That if their cai^tque w^isde* 
*^ firoy^ of his friendfliip^ he muft folicit it with n(»ore re* 
*' fpedl and decency;" believing that pundilio was necef-. 
fary, ^tid ^ (crupulous regard to his own d^ignity efienttal tp 
keep up that exalted idea of his perfon and chara£lc^, with 
which he h^d endeavoured to infpire the India/u. It appear- 
ed in the fequei that Corte% was right in his judgment. 
§trangers cftimat^ men in proportion to the value they put 
pn themfelves. The cacique apologized for his error, and 
repaired it by fending thirty perfons of better quality, adorn- 
ed wjih piuaies of teachers and jcweU^ and. 1 olio wed by a 
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numerous train, with prefents of all manner of proviiiofl, wha 
iblicited anv audience with great formality: Corte% granted 
their reqiieft, and, attended by all his principal officers, re- 
ceived them with great ftate and gravity. The ambafladors 
advanced with profound ful>miflion ; and having perfumed 
Cortiz with burnt ^«»i anime^ a refin cxfuding from the tree 
called yetaiba^. and other ' fragrant fcents, they delivered 
their inftrudions, apologized for the laft attack, expreffcd 
the cazique's great regard for C<?r/^z, and intreated that a * * 

peace might be granted upon fuch terms as the Spanijh gene- 
ral (hould. think proper. Cdrtez^ after reprefeiuing to them 
the imprudence of the cazique's conduct, the vanity of all at- 
tempts to oppofe the Spaniards by ferce of arms, the mutual 
benefit which would refult from a friendly intercourfe, and 
his (incere defire to cultivate the efteem of the Tabafcam^ ' 
granted their requeft, and, aftjr making fome prefents of bits 
of g^;ifs, beads, and other trifles, difmiffed the ambafly, highly 
delighted with the fuccefs of their commiifion, and mlecl 
with fentiments of the deepeft veneration for CorteZy whom 
they deemed little inferior to a divinity. On the day fol- 
lowing the caziquc in perfon, attended by a numerous traiq, 
^lonoured the Spaniard with a vifit, and made him feveral 
prefents of pieces of fine cotton, beautiful plumes of fea.- 
thers, and fome plates of low gold, more valuable for the 
wor)cman{b!p than for the metal. He was mucK carefTed 
by CorteTii and the vifit paflTed in ceremonies, compliments, 
and proteftations of reciprocal friendfliip, all tranfadled by 
means of the interpreter Jerom de Aguilar. All the perfons 
of quality in the cazique's retinue were treated with fimilar 
xtfytSt by the Spanijh captains, and nothing appeared but 
figns of peace and joy, which they exprefled by their counte- 
nances and embraces, to fupply the want of language. 
When the cazique took his leave, he gave Cortez a proqf of 
his fiiicerity, by ordering all his fubjedls to return with their 
families to Tabafio^ and ufe their utmoft endeavours to prove 
ferviceable to the ftrangers, and accommodate them vvith 
•whatever they required. Some other teftimonies of mutual 
regard paiTed, and the cazique made CorU% a prefent of 
twenty women (killed in drefling meat and baking bread of 
Indian wheat, among whom was one of fuperior quality and 
beauty ; who wa$ afterwards baptized by the name of Mdr ^ 
r;Vu7, and proved highly ferviceable tQ t\xt Spaniards in the 
courfe of the conqueft (C)* 

After. 

(C) As wp may fin4 freqaent .the courfe of our r«Ution, it 

QCQ^fion to cneationthis lady" in will not be improper to make 
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Cdrre» Ayter this Cortez embarked his tropps, the pilots pref- 

leavesTA' fing his departure, and fet fail on the Monday fuccecding 
h^fco, iittd PalmSundaXy following the cpaft to the weft ward, and ar- 
arrives at fiying iq a few days at St. Juan d* XJlva^ where two canoes, 
^(- J***", called in that country Pirdguqs^ filled with men, came out 
dnjlya/jf jQ ^jg'j ^Yit fleet. The Indians fpoke a language which 
ftl^ACO. Jguilar did not upderftand j but fortunately Donna Maritut 
was no ftranger to their tongue, and (he told the interpreter 
that^hofc Indians fpoke Mtxicauy and defired audience of the 
general in the name of the governor pfthat province. Cor* 
tez ordered them to be brought on board, and admitted to 
hisprefence; when they acquainted him, that Pjlpatoe anq 
** Teutilf^ the one goverjior, and the other captain general of 
^* their province for the great emperor Motezuma,^ had fent 
♦^ them to enquire with what defign the commander of that 
' f' fleet came upon the co2^ft, and to offer him wh^t fuccour 
^* and afliftance might be requifite to enable him to continire 
_ ^* his voyage.*' They were refpe£|:fully received by Cortei^ 
who prefented them with fomc baubles, and then replica, 
f* That he came in a friendly nianner to treat of fonie afr 
^* fairs of t-he laft importance to their prince arid all his etii- 
f* ptrc} for vvhich purpofe he defired an interview with ^he 
^* two governors, and hoped he fhould meet with the fame 
<* hofpitablc treatment (hewn to fome pf his countrymen the 
1* yiear before.'* Corte% then inquired minutely concernirig 
the grandeur and wealth of ]i4ote%umaj t\\t extent^ of- his 
dominions and form of "his government; and having obtain- 
ed all the fatisfa6)ibn it was in the pow^r of the Indic^n am- 
bafladprs to give hini, he difa^ijTed them, extremely plea fe^ 

the reader acquainted >yith heir Tahafco^ who prefented her tp 
parentage and adventures. Ac- Cortez. Of couffe (he undef- 
^Ording to Antonio de Soiis, (he flood not only the Mexican^ but 
was daughter to the cazrquc of Tucatan language, and thereby 
Ouazaiuialcaj a province of the prpved highly afe^l as acheci; 
kingdom of Mexico^ bor<iering upon Agkilar, Bedded, (he foot^ 
ppon that of Tabafccf, By an acquired the ^^zn^ tongue, and 
accident which is varioufly rela- indeed diflinguiihed an admirs- 
ted, (he was carried away in her ble quicknefs in attaining Ian- 
youth to Xi^aiongot a flrong ^Q^ges. The accQant of thic 
pl^ce on the fronners of Tuca- lady given by Herrera is fcm^* 
^an^ kept by a Mexican garrifon . what cpatradiftory to the abo ve^^ 
There (he was bred in a poor but we chufe to follow de SoIis» 
inethod, II futed to her birth, who has copied Diaz Caftilh^ 
^ntilby a fre.li accident, either an eyc-witnefs of all' that had 
\y fa!e or captivity, fhe became been tranfa^led in Mexico, Dt 
^ ^l^c pjfopcrly'of the caziquebf BiMi^ L.i.C.xxi. 
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with their reception. Next day he landed with ftycral com ; Hh tranf^ 
panics of foldiers, and ordered the horfcs and artitlet^ to be aaUm 
forthwith brought afliore, intending to'fonJfjr* a catiip Jn?]?'^/ 
cafe of a fuddeij attack. Fafcines were ciit'/or making en-, Mexican 
trenchmcnts, and barracks built to (hade the foldier's froqi^ ^^''''■*''* 
the intenfenefs of the fun's beams;' while rtie c^lnnon w;e^(q 
(0 difpofed as to command all the furrOunding.counti*yl '. ' ^ 
TiutiU received Corte%'% meffage with great mdrks of re- 
{ftSty and raimediatcly lent a detachment of Indians to a-ffift 
the ftrangers ir\ their work, and fbpply them with all nian* 
ner of provifion, by which means the Spanijh foldi^rs wct^ 
foon under cover in commodious habitations, very ingeni- 
bufly wove with the boughs of trees, and covered with palrtli 
leaves, by the Mexicans. It was reported by the Mexican 
Workmen, that general Teutile was at the he^d of a confide-^ 
rahlcbody of forces, with which he had been employed ifi 
cftabliihing the emperor's authority iti fome parts of thi$ pro- 
vince lately conquered, and that Ptlpatoev/zi fupreme civil 
magifirate : however it was perceived, not with ftanding al\ 
the external appearances of hofpitality, thit the great car^ 
taken to fupply the Spaniards with heceflaries, and to dbtige 
by every poffihle method, was not unmixed with felfifli con- 
pderations, artifice and fear, fuppofed to arife from the re- 
port of their fuccefs 2itTabafco. The' forces of this provincj^ 
were inferior in number to thofe lately defeated ; it W4^ 
iherefore the polic)r of the governors to have recourfe to ci- 
vilities, in order to' oblige where they were fenfible they 
could not refift. Ih a few days the two governors came with 
^ magnificent attendance to vifit Corte%\ and he received , 
them with equal Rate in the midift of his officers and foU 
diers. The firft Compliments being over, Cortez defired the . * - 
interpreters to acquaint the governors, that, before he iri- ,] 

formed them of the motives of his voyage, he muft comply . 
with the duties of his retigibri, and recommend to the God 
''ofaH other gods the fuccefs of his propofition 5 upon whiclji , a 

tlie Indian chiefs' wfere c6ndu<&ed injto a part of the barriscks 
where an altar arid crofs had been erecfted, and which ha^ 
been refer ved for' the purpofes of a chapel. Here mafs was 
celebrated) the Indians gazing and irftening with an air oi* 
aftonilhmcnt and devotion. When divine fervice was coni 
eluded, the governors were conduced to the general's quar-i, 
ters, where they were entertained with all the abundance an^ 
pomp whicH circumftances would admit. The repalt being 
over, he told them in a firm tone of voice, by his interpre-^ 
ters, « That he came hither t© treat with the great empe-. 
^^ for Ii4otm4may on the part oipon Carlos of Aujirla^ mo«» 
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" narch of the*caft, concerning aiFairs of great imporfancf, 
. ^* not only to his own perfon and condition, but i ike wife td 
** the welfare of all his fubjeaa ; for executing which it 
** was abfolutely neceftary for him to appear before bis royal 
•« prefence; to which he hoped he might be admitted with 
** all the civility and refpedl due to the grcatnefs of the king 
•* his mafler." This requeit produced an extraordinary ef- 
ft& upon the governors ; they changed colour, and feemeJ 
extremely concerned ; but before they returned an anfwer, 
Teutile ordered a prefent whicli he had provided to be 
brdught in, and immediately twenty or thirty Indians appear- 
ed laden with provifions, fine cloaths, beautiful feathers, and 
a great boXj in which were feveral pieces of gold plate curi- 
bufly wrought. This prefent he ..delivered with a good 
grace } and perceiving it was well received, he ventured upon 
making the following reply. ** That the fmall prefent now 
f* offered was made by two flaves of the great Moiezuma^ 
•• who had given orders to entertain fuch Grangers as might 
** appear upon his coafts with the utmoft civility ;" adding, 
'* that Cortez muft immediately think of purfuing his voyage, 
** it being no eafy matter to (peak with the emperor ; and 
<< that they hoped he would regard as an obligation their 
** having thus undeceived him, before he had loft time, and 
•* been taugTit by experience of the difficulty of his preicn- 
*' fions.** This anfwer was fuch as Cortez expefled from 
the hefitation of the governors j to Whoni he ordered the in- 
ferpreters to declare, *' That fovereigns never refufed au; 
«' dience to the ambafladors of other princes ; neither could 
** their minifters, without very pofitive orders, take upon 
** themfelves to oppofe fo reafonable a demand : That it 
JnfiJIsupGn^^, was their bufinefs in this cafe to a^cquaint Motezuma with 
an inter- ^^ his arrft/al, for which he was willing to allow. the time 
wemj'mthu neceflary for the going and return of a courier; but he 
motezu* « infifiej upon their informing the emperor, that he came 
«ftt. <j ^^jiy refolved to gain admittance into his royal prefcncc, 

«* and pofitively determined not to leave his country with 
*« difhonour to the monarch who had entrufted him wiih 
♦• his commands." The governors feemed to be confound- 
ed with fo bold a determination; but inftead of oppofing it» 
they contented themfelves with intreating the general not to 
move from his prefent quarters until the return of a courier 
from the emperor, offering to fupply him with whatever 
might be neceflary for the maintenance and convenience of 
\C\s army. 

All this while it was obferved, that fome painters, who 
)»ad cooje in the train of the Mepckan chiefs, were deeply cn- 

ga§c* 
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pged iH painting the (hips, fotdjers, arms, iriStleTyf ind Imgnutitj^ 
every other peculiarity of the Spans^czmp^ upon cotton •/^^^ 
doths prepared for the occafion, Diaz Je Caftilh aflirrti8,Mcxicaa 
that all the different objeds were diftinguiOied in ]and(kip$i^^^^* 
ingenioufly difpcfed, and that all the portraits of the princw 
pal officers firikingly refembled the originals. To render the 
pieces more imeliigibie, and point out particulars, certain 
charaders were placed over certain figures, to explain their'^ 
%oific«tion; whence it may be inferred, that although the* 
fUtxicam could not convey all their ideas without the aid of 
^mting, and having riecourfe to the images of materiahhings, 
yet they were not wholly unacquainted with the ufe of let* 
tcrs, and the fignt and elements, invented by other nations 
^ types of their ideas. The characters fet over the images 
prove that fomething was meant to be explained ; whence ifi 
our opinion it neceflarily follows, that the Mexicans were 
in fome meafure pofiefiedof the art of carrying on an inter^ 
ODurfe by arbitrary*^ figns, which had no immediate relation 
tp their femiments/^ TtutlU had given orders to have thefe 
pi^res drawn for the emperor's better information ; iior 
did CorZ/ss oppofe it : on the contrary, he went to fee the ar- 
tifts at work, greatly aimired their ingenuity, and exercifed 
his men, to impart, aft he faid, greater life and vigour to the 
painting. He ordered "his fold iers to their arms^ mountecf * 
kis horfe with his captains, and began a (bam battle, which 
was matter of equal aikniratioQ and' pleafure to the Indians, ' 
The regular evolutions of the foldiers, and docile fpirit and 
ferocity of the horfes| the fire, fmoke, and thunder of th^ 
aiufi}uetry, and the tremendous roarirrgof the cannon, pro- 
liuced fuch an eflFe^ upon the barbarians, that fome fell 
down upon the ground ^with fear and aftonifhment, others 
Bed with, great velocity,' and thofe of niore courage and pre- 
fence of nOind feemed wrapped up in filent wonder, not de- 
void of terror and trepidation. However, they were ehcou* 
raged by the alTurances of the general, that thefe were only 
miiitafy diverfions, defigned to make arms appear the more 
terrible where they produced fuch effefts even when ufed 
for entertainment ; and the painters again fell to work, in«* 
venting new figures and charaders to fupply what was want- 
. ingin their former defcHptions. Some delineated the 5^tfA/V</r 
in arms, drawn up in form, and performing the fever al evo«- 
hitions; others painted the horfes in their exercife and mo- 
tion with aftonifliing exadnefs and ftrength of colouring. 
The artillery was reprefented by fire anJ fmoke, and evea 
feme idea of the thunder conveyed by the ftmilltude of 
li^htaiog, and a I^ind of undulating (rcmulous ap rarance 



■■' 'of 'the furr^unding ol^jeds, th^ difcQvered ^rtsd extcutim 

. . aj^, invefitiqd in thefe barbarous artifts. Cajiillo is exoreineljr 

•/injnutf; in his dcrcriptien pf tbefe hiftoiical paintings^ but 

'tic is:chargjp^ by de Sofis wiib running into hyperbole ; iot 

vbich reafon wfi ihall ayoic} tranfcribing all the curious ob^ 

fiprvations he inakes upon tbh fubjefb ; and only relate, tbat, 

iftrhqn the paincing wa^ com pleated, Certez prefented the go* 

vernors with fo^ic Imail £^^7m]^ jewelsy and fevcral other cu** 

fiofities, which he delired might be feiit as a tcftimoiiy of hit 

f $eem and revereoce for Mtezu?na, 

When the couriers fet out with thefe dtfpatches, the go*' 
YQrnors took thei^ leave, and hahed with' their rettniies atar 
^nail diAance from .^h^^ Spfi^ijfj quarters, to confult upon tbe 
neceflary meafures un^il the reiuro of the emperorV com-^ 
^and^. In conlequence Pi7j^^/0# pitched his camp io a -con- 
venient fpot of ground fur obfervi^g the motions of tke 
$pani^f4s9 under pretence that bef wa^ . defirous of fiiper* 
iocending the ferviv.es of his people, and pcovtdifig aH the 
r^quifite;} for the dt e i^Qtertainrnefi^ oi C(?rl<2 and his army;: 
:^ pjece of dtffimulation skX which CcrtfX fo^nd it neceSxry to; 
connive, that his trc^>p& ^mig^t no) h^ difappointed of pro- 
MotcM- yi'^^P- J" f^ven. days jkf(?fi?s;^i^fl';jianf^er came, and was 
m2L/gndsa^^^^*^^ to G?r/^2{ hy XeutM i lUo^^i^fi^ilky ahd.ait3cr.him 
frefentto ^t^^ra^. 2tlle<Jg«, (ha|;a- f^lendidj^ntbaiTyr confifting.pf an 
Cortcz. hundred noblemen;., yi^^s di{p^i^)^^(i-^hyir^Moi0Zurttai a* thing 
imt Mines ij^poffib'le ;in fo Q^or; a tipiei as is 4gried upon by djX wri«' 
the inter- ^^, las pertain that. the. empecOTifent a rich prefefit^ 
view* which loaded^; (he (hc>u|4e/^ 9f ap hijii\dred Iniiins\ and was 
Compofed o( vjirious- kinds : of fi9e<<;otto#] robes of elegant 
manufa^bures.; pl^ities^ 'featber«> ifiJxHl a«d difpofed-witii^ 
U) mi^^h tafte,T,tHAt, without the. ,«ffiAance of artificial co- 
Lours or the p^eppjly ihey formed ingenious pidlures in im&a*' 
tio^i of nature; a great nMipt>erof bows, arrbws^ and tar- 
gets^of £u ious materials and workpianihip ; two, lacge 
plates of a circular form, the one of .gold, finely eroboflcd, 
^prefenting the fun, and the other of fiiver, reprefentttig 
^e.pioon ; a confiderable quantity of jewels, pieces of gold, 
precious /lones, gold collars, and pendants adorned, with 
^^^ralds and rich pearls; bits or gold, imitating the appear*^ 
ap^e of[ ftogs and infers ; grains of virgin gold as they came 
(icoj9 the minc5> of extraordinaiy fizes» and other ornatnentt 
of greater value, which excited aftoniihment in the S^* 
»i<2r^f.atttie jmmenfe wealth of this empire, and the genius 
of a .people whocn they regarded as barbarous* Having ^^^ 
;^edthe eyes of the Spaniards with the fplendpurof this in- 
.valuable prefcnt^ TeutiU delired the interpreters to acquaint 
• ' CorU%f 
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Ctrtetj " that the great emperor Motexuma fent him thefe 
" trifle* io- return for his prefent, and as a proof of the 
«* friendfliip ho entertained for the king his mafter j but 
•« that he drd not think it a.nvenicnti nor was ir indecj 
" poffible at that timfe, to grant his requeft of paffiiig to th!c? 
«* court of Mexico** And Teiitili endeavoured to palliald 
this refufal, by urging the badnefs of the roads, the variety ot 
favage nations who would take arms and obftrud! hi^ j6\Vr- 
nkjy Jifed the prefent ^ofturc of the empire, with a multitude 
ofothcr difficulties, which were evidently feigned only tod>n'-i 
ccal ibme deeper motives of the emperor'sf conduS.^ But CoK 
to!, who was not to- ht diverted from his defigns by Ipccious* 
pretexts, anfWered TeittiU^ after rctortiing his acknowltdg- 
Bients for the ciiapcror'i magnificent piefent,* ** That it was 
" not his intention to be, wanting in refpcift or obedience. ^« /v,rt»i# ^ 
•* M^tezuma y but that he would not return with difliohour ^Ja^^' 
^* to his prince, or fc^bear perfifting in his requeft with all ^^^ ^^^ 
** the earnetlneis due to the reputatfon of a crown honoured'/^j^^^^ 
"and refpe<fted by the greateft ibverer|;ns in the World.'* '.. .. 
Upon this point he (Expatiated with fo much zeal, heat, ana 
eloquence, that the /;;^/^», afraid tod ifoblige if he perfideidf 
h the eriiperor's commands, only rep' led, that he would' 
im(k>rtune Moiezuma a fecond time, and exert his utm^oK 
raftuence to gain a point in which the general iniagined his 
honour was concerned. Accordingly couriers were again 
dffpatched, With a prefent to the emperor more valuable than 
(be former, Coriess, acquainting the Indian chief, that he* woulcf 
teped the emperor's anfwer, withoirt ftirring from he pre-* 
fent ftation i though he (hould be vei-y much Cortcerned if 
his imperial majefty's delay (h^uld oblige him to go niBarer* 
the courts for the greater conveniency of foliciting his re«*- 
^ueft* ' ~ 

As foon as the Spaniards difcharged this bufmefs^ they 
found leifure to examine Moiezuma's prefent with more 
iccuracy, and their reafonings and inferences upon it were^ 
tery different. Some eftimatcd the emperor's power by this] 
froof of his wealth, and thence drew unfavourable prefiges 
concerning the event of the expedition ; while others pro^' , 
mifcd themfdves the greateft advantages, and antJcipaied in 
imagination the prodigious riches they muft acquire frpm'the 
tonqucft of Aich a counjry, and the pillaging of a capital fo* 
replete with treafure. A few fcrupled not to tax Cort'ez with. 
ra(hne(s, for attempting with a handful of mfen't6 fubducTq 
powerful a monarch ; but the majorrtjr idrnired his valour 
and conftancy, regarding the downfall o{ Mexico as certain, 
wd their owii fortunes and glory as^ ^ ready ^eidaH idled/ 
• * . Cortex 
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C^tez was.too Tagacious to lay any reftraixit up6n t^ofe dir* .^ 
putea, by interpofmg his authority; but he thought it necef- • 
fary to divert the attention of his foldiers from inquiring mi«^ 
nutely into his condud, by keeping them in conftant em^ 
ployment and exercife ; for which purpofe he difpatcheo 
Montejo with two veflels to run along the coaft for a more 
commodious harbour for the (hipping, and (tation for the 
camp, under pretence that the fhips were greatly expofcd 
to the north winds, and the foldiers tortured with cmifi)ui- 
tos, and fcorched With the fun beams, whofe heat was dou- 
bled by refledton in a fandy gravelly foil. The reft of the 
ipen he kept in conftant employment, either by militaty excr- 
r cifes, cleaning their arms, and preparing fuch materials as( 

he imagined might* prove ufeful in the progrefs of his 
deiigns. 
TBictmrt Mean time the whole court of Motezuma was throwft 
^Mexico into confufion and perplexity by the repeated, in ft ances ol 
ingf^at CoriiX^ and the firmnefs with which he infifted upon an in- 
eonftirmm* tcrview with the emperor. In the firft tranfports of his 
^'*** fury, Motexuma declared he would facriBce all the ftrangersr 

to his vengeance, for prefuming to difpute his will \ butoit 
cooler reflection his courage funk, and his anger yielded to 
fear, grief, and defpair. The account which the paintiOgff 
«• gave of the fire, thunder, and horfes of the Spaniards^ in« 
^ired him equally with aftonifhment and terror. AH hif 
minifters and relations were fummoned to attend the coun* 
cil, and. public facrifices were made in the temples, whicb 
immediately difFufed a tremor over the whole empire. The 
fuperftition of the people greatly contributed to extend the 
confternatlon more- rapidly and univerfally. Several prodi- 
£ies, or rather natural phenomena,which their ignorance conr 
firued into dreadful omens, were faid to have appeared 
about this time, and occafioned a general defpondence. One 
Wdsacomet of extraordinary luftre,that refembled a pyramid,' 
tnd vaniihed at fun rife. Another was a kind lyf meteor,* 
or exhalation, which was converted into the figure of a 
fiery ferpent with three heads, that rofe in the weft about 
* mid-day, lind run fwiftly until it was loft in the clouds.- 
One of the Mexican* temples catched fire, by what means 
Could never be heard, and was entirely confumed in defpitc' 
of all the afiiftance which could be furnifned. The very, 
ftones were fuppofed to burn, and liquify in a manftcfr deemed 
Altogether fupcrnatural. The great Mexican lake over^'. 
Aowed its baAks without any vifible caufcy with a kind of 
bubbling, refeilibling boiling water; but ifo uncommon 
heat was perceived^ Many affirmed that they heard 

' lamemabl^ 
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Wentabtg yokes in the clouds,' which prcdifted the cvcf-* 

throw of the irionarchj' ; and the pricfts cherifhed the iupef- 

rtiiioiis fear of the people, by making the idols utter fuch. 

oracles as beft fuited their purppfes (I)}. Portentous fign's 

like thefe, occurring juft at the period when a foreign invanoa 

happened, had fuch an c{fc& on the fpirit of Mot^zumd and 

his council, that, on the arrival of the fecond meflfage from * *' 

CTrtez, they gave all up for loft, and regarded the empire as 

already doomed to deftrudiony though the moft powerful ia 

the new world. They deliberated, debated^ and confulted, 

bucalfvays broke up with divided fentiments. Some were 

for oppoilng the ftrangers by force of arms^ interpreting 

the omens as warnings to refift the impending danger i while 

others out of fear extolled the valour of the Spaniards^ the 

force of their arms, the irrefiftible ftrength of their horfes, 

and the terror of their lightning, of which the Tabafcartf 

had fatal experience. . Between thefe opinions Motezuma at 

length deterihined to fteter a middle courfe, chuling not to 

offeod Cortex either by a dire£t attack, or to acknowledge 

his own perturbation, by admitting him to bis prefenCe. 

He therefore fent him another prefent, and at the fame time Jnoihtr 

commanded him immediately to quit his dominions, hoping ^^x/ 

by this means either to engage. Or to terrify him into obe-y^;i/ /«- 

diencf» determining, if neither fucceeded, to yaife a powerful Cortex* 

army, that there ihould b eno caufe to apprehend the fame ill 

fortune that attended the fpirited endeavours of the Tabaf- 

ms: nor were thefe hopes prefumptuous, confidering the 

Wealth and povi^er of this great monarch. 

At this period the empire of Mexico was in the sRenith of 
its glory, having tmder its dominion almoft all the province^ 
which hiid been difcovered in North America^ governed er- 
iher immediately hy Motezuma^ or by caziques, govern<jr$, 
viceroys, or tributary princes, all of whom acknowledged 
iis fovereignty. In length it extended five hundred leagues 
from eaft to weft, and near two hundred in breadth front / 

(£>} Antonio dMSoIii/m defpite lated by lall the SparAjh writers^ 

of his natural good fenfe> ap-» fome of which may be explain- 

pears not only to give credit to ed from ph>fical princi|Xles> aod 

Tome prodigies that have all the others charged upon the igno- 

appearancc of fable, but attri- ranee 6f the people, the policy 

butes them to the cunning and of certun ambitious individuals^, 

^drefi of the Devil. It woulfd pr to the frauds of the priefts, 

fflrniih bat little entertainment or the credulity of the Spa^- • 

tsafenfibie reader to tranfcribe rjardt, ^ 
*ke l^reat variety of oaieas re- 

tiofl 
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fouth to norths containing within this compars feme df tli^ 
moft fruitful, populous, and wealthy provinces in the worlds 
It grew from fmall beginnings to this height of power in 
little more than the fpace of 130 years, though the founda- 
tion and progrefs of the monarchy are not well known, and 
^^^1^/ ^depend chi.fly on the fabulous traditi6n of the inhabi* 
Motczu- t^nts (E). In general, it is fuppofed, that the Mexicans^ who 
taA*spa- 4rc naturally a warlike people, were gradually extending 
rentage their Sovereignty by force of arms over the adjacent nations* 
«W cha- At firft they were governed by a prince of a warlike difpo- 
ra^er^ fition, who inured them to arms, implanted in their breafts 
$ fenie of military honour, and infpired them with the de- 
fire of making conqiiefts: afterwards they formed them- 
felves into a more regular monarchy, vefting one of ihcif 
numbef with the legiflative and executive power, and be- 
ftowing upon him the title of king. The perfon upon whoni 
their choice fell was the moft celebrated in the country fof 
hia valour and ftrength ; for fortitude and^ bodily powers 
were the only qualities at that time in efteem among a fierce, 
inartial people. Wh^re merit was equal, they bellowed the 
crown on the blood-royal ; but more regard was paid to 
couraee than hereditary right, which had occaiionally been ! 
fetafide. Bloody wars had been waged for the rejgal title i \ 
• * but thefe, inftead of ruining the people, ferved only to extend ' 

the boundaries of the empire. At firft juftice fupported ihi 
Mexican arms, and the efforts made to vindicate their liberty 
againft the oppreffion of the neighbouring nations proving 
fuccefsful, whetted their ambition, and made them equally 
defirous of trade and of conqueft. Their power gradually ' 
encreafing, juftice was laid afide, tyranny took plate, and the 
fovereign held in bondage not only the provinces which htf 
had reduced, but all his fubjefis in general. 

Such was the fituation of Mexico at the prefent jtjfi£hifc* 
Motezuma^ a prince of the blood, had diftinguifhed himfeif by 
extraordinary a<fts of valour during the reign of his prede- 
ceflbr. At his return to court from the wars, he fot^rid his 
reputation fo confiderable, that he ventured to afpire at the 
fceptre, and regarded himfelf as in a6lual pofleffion of the 
crown from the moment he firft conceived that ambition. 
This, however, he reftrained within the limits of prudencef^ 

(E) At the elofe of the con« and t>rogrefs of the capital, to* 

q^eft ef Mexico by Cortex, we gether with the manners, caf<^ 

propofe to treat of the eftabliih- tomsj religion, ^c. of the peo-< 

ment of the monarchy, theaii- pie, touching only at' prefent 

fijient inhabitants of the country, upon fuch poinrs as are ncctSi-' 

tlu &ries of princes, th« rife ty to elucidate our utrrative. 

and 



fttld indead of attempting to dethrone the reigning moiiarehi 
fixed his whole attention upon fecuting a proper intereft 
Bgaioft the next eledion. Poliey and cunning were ad- 
xnirably blended with affability, the reputation of yalouri 
and great modeAy. He always (hewed the greateft obe- 
dience and veneration towards the fovereign, as if he was 
defirous pf teaching his fellow fubje£ls the duty and refpe£i 
due to fo exalted a charader, yet with a view of gain- 
ing aiJ the influence of the monarch towards rendering his 
otvn fucceifion the 1 e fs difiicu 1 1^ lie afFeded fuch compo^ 
fure in his difcourfe and adiions^ and fd much gravity in his 
countenance, that, before he afcendecT the throne, the name of* 
MoU%unta was faid to have been extremely chara£teri(llcal| 
and expreffive of his difpofition, as in the Mexican language 
it implies a folid, grave temper, which * foihe writers have ' 

tranflated furly, fevere, and crueL Motezuma alfo ob- 
tained the reputation of being extremely religious, an ex*^ 
cellent bait for the vulgar, who judge by appearances* To 
render bis piety the more public, he built an apartment in 
the raoft frequented temple, to which he retired in fight of 
the people, to offer up his pretended devotions. In a word, 
he became fo popular, that, on the death of the king his pre- 
deceffor, he met with fcarce any oppodtion in afcending the 
throne, to which he was called by almoft the univerfal ac- 
clamations of the peopie ; though he made a (hew of re- 
fufingthe offered dignity, only that he might be courted to 
comply with his own defires. No fooner was be poffciredof 
the imperial diadem, than his natural pride broke forth with 
a violence proportioned to the Iqnp: reftraint impofed on it. 
The firft adtian by which hp manifefted the violence offered 
to bis natural difpofition while he continued in a private Na- 
tion, was the difmifSon all the fervancs of the court, who 
Were ufually compofed of the m'.ddjing clafs of people and 
the vulgar; inflead of whom Motezuma ordered that he 
Ihould henceforward be ferved only by the nobility and theif 
children ; believing it an indignity to imperial majefly to bff 
approached by plebeians. The rneaneft employments in thef 
kitchen were now filled by the quality of the country j while 
Motezuma (hut himfelf up in his palace from his people 
and even his mjnifters, except on extraordinary occafions, 
imagining, that like a divinity he (bould be revered in pro- 
portion as he became lefs familiar to the eyes of mortals. He re- 
garded melancholy and retirement, fays de Sollsy as a part of 
majefty *, and thofe who were fo fortunate as to be admitted in-' 
10 his prefence, were forced to pafs through fuch an infinity of 

Iceftm:>nie8 and proftrations as greatly exceeded the adoration 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIIL H due 
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due froYft one man to another. Fully pcrfuaded that thj 
lives and hapipfini^rs of his futjecSs were entirely in his difpo* 
fal, he txttcKtd horrid barbarities merely to evince his- 
power, and became the terror as well as the idol of his p^o* 
pte. Tastes were levied on the heads of all the Mexicans-^ 
without J-egard to the public neceffity, and with no other 
view thdrt to demonftrate that all belonged to the prince; 
and thefe were exadied ^ith fo much feverity, that the pooreft 
beggar was not e)cei!npted from bringing fomething to the 
treafury, though it perhaps was thrown by the infolcnt officers 
in their ficfes. In fuch a fituation it cannot be expeftcd that 
loyalty and iattachment to the prince Were the familiar t}ua^ 
lities of the Mexicans -y on the cbntrary, they deteited Mi^e- 
'^uma\ but in general their difaffieflion tranfpired only in 
tow murmurs, which did not reach the cars of the monarch-. 
A few more remote provirrces indeed ventured to rebel, and 
thoife of Mechoacan^ Tlafcaia^ and TSeaca had never been 
conquered ; but the vaft power of the emperor foon reduced 
to obedience all tbofe who had eVer acknowledged his fovc* 
rcignty; and as to the threfe provinces we" have fpecifiedf 
Moiexuma faid it was nbt politic to cbrictuer them, as 
be (bould then be ih want of prifoners to facrjfice to the 
gods. 

When the Spaniards arrived on his coafts, this prince 
was in the 14th year of his reign, and everything as wc 
mfay fee ripe for a revoldtion, the more eafily to te executed 
as the prince who was the beft general in his dominions had 
declined, from a jealoufy of the royal authority, to command 
his own armies. Some other circunyftahces I ike wife contri- 
buted to accelerate the ruin of Motezumoj as we ihall 
, have occafion to riiention ; it is here fuiEcient to obferve, that 

^ Cortex was no foorter acquainted with the charafler of the 

prinice, the difpofitioh of the people, and the (ituatidn of 
the emph*e, than he penetrated with a glance of his eyefritd 
tail the cbnfcqiiences, and now already deefmed himfelf the 
conqueror of Mexico^ though we fhall fee that there were 
ftill manifefi: difficulties to encounter. He was refolving 
the whole fcheme of the revolution, when Montejo retutdeo 
• with the Oiips difpatched to find a better harbour for the 
Shipping, and cncampmeht for the forces, after having 
coafted a confiderable way to the northward, and difcovered 
the town of ^dahijlan^ fituated in a fertile foil, with a fine 
harbour, and all other conveniencies wanted for the fleet or 
army. Cortez was preparing to remove' thither, when Mo- 
tezuma*s zn(wcr arrived, or rather command to quit Af/?»v/Vj, 
the^ harlhnefs of which was foftened by fomc valuable pre- 

fcnts. 
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ftnts. Gooecal Teutile wetted upon him with the ufuj^ ce- 
remonies^ delivered the orders of the court, and retired be- 
fore G?r/«: could reply ; but ^as called back, and told, ** that 
*' one of the prindpal points of the Spanifi embalR w^s to 
" enforce a tenet of the chriftian dofirine, to oppow the er^ 
, *' rqrs of idolatry, and propagate the true -fanth and only 
*** means of eternal falyation ; knd that coming over to fo rc- 
"*< mote a country upoa a bufiflefs in which religion and coh'* 
*«fcien(je were imerefted, he could not refrain from cojtitinu- 
*« ing his effdfts, and perfeverfng in his applications, until iie 
*«ihould befkvoured with ^ audience, fince lie camie witli 
**^ pacific motiyes, as was apparent from his (lender retinue, 
^ from whicji Jio,fuipiciQns.'cquld arife.'* Upon thefe wprc^ 
Tfutik!iM^A uphaftily, and told him with aii pir of confu- 
fion and xefentment, ** that hitherto ,he had been treatetl 
*<with the utmoft kindnefs by the gxt?! Mffte%uma^\iA 
"fliewriall (h^ci^fliti^s required by the facred laws of hof- 
" pitaiity 5 but he mutt lay the' fault upon his own iihpru- 
" dent ,obftin<ipy,. if he (hoiild henceforward meet with ^ 1 

*^ different jbehiviour/** Having Utteied which, he haftily de- 
parted, without the ceremony of taking leave, or hearing any 
reply from Ciorte% ; upon which that general, with admirable • 
prefence of miiid, turned roUnd with a fmile to hi^ people, 
faying, ** W^ (hall fee the eflfeiSls'of this challenge; already 
** we have had experience of the prowefs of the Mexicami 
"and for the moft part it is obferved that tht:eats are the ef- 
" fe6ls of fear ; and thefe prefents from Motezumti may there- 
"forc be regarded as proofs rather of his wcaknefs, thah of 
**'his generbfily.'* 

Immbdia'Tj^y Cortez gave an order to double the^«^'»j^'« 
guards in cafe of an attack, keeping himfelf the whole night ^^f ^P*' 
in a pofture of defence. In the morning it appeared that "^^^/^/f 
all the Mexicans had withdrawn themfelves, cveti thofcjper- Y ^ /" 
fons employed in ftipplying the camp with provifions, which t^^'^' 
occafioned foipe murmurings among^the foldiers, that were^ ^ 
artfully improved and cherifhed by the enemies to Corte%^ 
and the friends of Veldque%, They dropt hints, refledUng 
,jipon Corte% as rafhly ambitious, the abfurdity of pretend- 
ing to maintain himfelf with a handful of men againft the 
whole force of a potent empire^ and the. probability that 
they muft all fall facr\fices to his wUd projects ; infinuating 
the neceffity of returning to Cuba to refit the fleet, augment 
the army,, and lay a proper foundation for the greatnefs of 
l^e enterprize ; remonftrances to which purpofe ought to be 
in^de to* the general. Intimations of this feditious humour 
(pod came to the ears of Cortez-, and nothing could be more 
Ha "maftcrfy 
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mafterly than the manner in which he flopped all the JefignS 
of his enemies, and converted them to his own advan- 
tage. He employed his friends to inquire privately into the 
fentiments of the army in general ; and when he learnt 
that a majority were for feconding bis projeds and purfuing 
the enterprize, he fuffered himfelf to be addrefled by the 
malcontents, and even heard with the utmoft patience a 
warm remonftrance from Diego OrdaZy infixing upon the 
iieceffity of returning to Cuba* Cortez even carried his dilfi* 
mulation fo far as to feem convinced with the arguments of- 
fered by OrdaZy and in confequence publiflied bis declara- 
tions for preparing every neceflary for the voyage 5 and went 
fo far as to reimbark great part of the troops : but no fooner 
was this refolution fpread through the army, than a clamour 
arofe among the foldiers^ gained by the generaHs intereft| 
who loudly complained that he had deceived the'm by pro^ 
mifes of wealth and glory, which he was now going to 
abandon juft as the path was made certain. They declared 
againft returning to Cuba ; adding, that if CorUz had not 
courage to profecute the fchemes he had proje£led, he might 
/ xeturn with all thofe that were of the fame pufillanimous 

opinion ; for they could eafily find a general. The clamour 
Increafed, and was fo dexteroufly managed, that i.t brought 
over many who had been perfuaded or forced to engage in 
the contrary fa£tion ; and the more readily, as there was 
fomething noble in the refolution of attempting the conqueft 
of an empire, and that fuccefs would moft affuredly pro- 
duce immenfe wealth and eternal glory to the adventurers. 
At length thofe who had formerly declared for returning to 
Cuboj were now the moft earneft to remain in Mexico^ info- 
much that the general's friends undertook to fpeak to CorteZf 
to fufpend the execution of his order for failing. Accord- 
ingly^ before this ardor cooled, they went attended with a 
great number of foldiers to the head quarters, and acquain- 
ted the general that his refolution to return had almofl: oc- 
cafioned a mutiny among the troops j they complained of his 
having reluiquilned his projects without confulting his offi- 
cers ; they reprefented the diOionour of abandoning a great 
undertaking on the firft appearahce of difficulty j they re- 
minded him 6f the cenfures incurred by Grijalva in a former 
expedition, for neglefting to make a fettlement in the country 
he had difcovered : in a word, they repeated as their own, 
with the greateft heat and ze^l, the very words which CoT' 
tez had privately di6tat^d ; while he liftened with attention, 
and feemed to be drawn involuntarily into the very meafures 
' yiFhich be had pr6pofed i making his apology as if he had 

beca 
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been wrongly informed that the army in general exprefled 
a defire of returning to Cuba. He now acquainted them 
that he would flay with the utmoft fatisfaflion, as he found 
there was a fpirit of honour that prevailed in the camp ; but 
they muft know he would not take fold iers ^gainft their 
inclinations, and therefore he would give all thofe leave to 
return who had not courage to encounter difficulties in the 
purfuit of fame and fortune. 

No fooner had Cortex uttered this refolutipn, than the air 
refounded with acclamations ; fome were really rejoiced, 
others put on the appearance of gladnefs to prevent the in- 
famy of being thought cowards, and nor^c was fo hardy as 
toprefume oppodng the making a fettlcment in Mexico ; by 
which means Cortex once more reconciled the troops to their 
duty, and effe£lualJy cruflied for that time the endeavours of 
his enemies to ruin his"* reputation and fortune. 

Just as this affair was happily terminated, ambafladors / ^^^ ^ 
arrived at the camp from the cazique of Zempoala^ defiring ^^^^ ^^ 
the alliance of Cortez and the Spaniards as brave men, the Cortez ^ 
fame of whofe magnanimous aflions in Tabafco had reached z}.^^ 
his dominions. This was a further inducement to the fol- Zempo- 
diers to continue firm in their refolution of purfuing the en- aia. 
terprize, and Cortez did not fail to improve the circumftance 
to his, own advantage. The Zempoalan embafly was receiv- 
ed with the utmoft civility and refpeft, and Cortez gave the 
ambafiadors to underftand^ that he accepted. with pleafure 
the proffers of friendfhip and alliance made by their mafter ; 
confidering it z^ a providential event, that thefe propofals 
fh^ould arrive juft as the Mexicavs had withdrawn themfelves, 
and while his people were onthe point of mutinying, as it 
would eftablilh his authority with the latter, and render him 
more able to refift the attacks of the former. It aup;mented 
his fatisfadlion when he found that the cazique of Zempoala 
was the declared enemy of Motezuma^ whofe fovereignty he 
rcfufed to acknowledge, and that his dominions lay in his 
way to ^uiabiflan^ the town difcovei'ed by Moniejo^ to whicK 
Cortez propofcd removing his camp. He alfo learnt from the 
ambafladors, that Motezuma was a cruel tyrant, equally 
feared and detefted by his own fubjefts; that feveral provin* 
ces in the neighbourhood "of Zempoala >vere ripe to throw 
off the yoke; and that the cazique their mafter, in particu- 
lar, delired nothing morj; than an opportunity of cementing 
a powerful league againft the emperor. 

Having difmifled the Indian minifters with prefents, and 
aflurances that he would foon pay the cazique a vifit, he be- 
gan forming his people into a regular corporation, and ap- 
H 3 pointing 
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pointing riiagiftrates, as a ncccffary previous itcp to fi\i fef* 
tlin^ a colony, though the trbops were to be quartered fntfhi 
province of ^lahiflan, Accdrrfingfy he fumthoned a cdmrcil 
of his principal officers, arid made the following civi! promo- 
tions, which we fpecify, that the reader m^y be informed of 
the particular departments eiecotcd by the chief perfons em- 
ployed in this expedition. Almfo Hernandez Portocarrtrb 
and Francifco Montejo were appointed alcades ; ^ Aionjhi^A^ 
vilay Pedro and Alonjo ^Alvatado^ together with Gonzalo de 
SandovaU were conftituted r^gidores ; and Juan SEJcalanit 
and Francifco Alvenez Chico^ were raifed tp the dignities of 
chief alguazils and procurators-general. Several other infe- 
rior officers were likewife made, and all enjoined by a fo- 
lemn oath to the ftrid diftribution of juflice and difchairgeof 
their duty. What reafons induced Cortex tofcttlie a colony 
on his prefent quarters, which Were extremely inconvenient 
Non account of the fituation, we know not ; the Spanijh hif- 
torians only relate, that here he began building houfes with 
great diligence, and laying the foundation of the ncwfcttlc- 
ment, to which he gave the name of Villa Rica de la Vird 
Otony of Cru^^ taking the firft appellation of ViSa Rica iri retftem- 
Villa Ri- ijrance of the gold feen in that country, arid the latter of * 
c^fouftd' y^jra Cruz from the Spaniards having landed there on Good 
Friday^ or the Friday o( the crofs (F). Upon the firft meet- 
ing of the newly-formed council, the general, 'who appear- 
ed 'in the chara(^er of a private perfdn, in civil affairs, defired 
admittance to make, a propofal which concerned the public 
good, and was of the lafl confequencc to the colony. Hd 
then informed them of the rieceffity there was to conftitutc i 
general, in order to preferve the obedience of the tj^oops, on 
whom depended the fecurity of the t^olony. He toM 
them that he was not unacquainted with the defed in hi$ 
own authority, as his commiffion had been revoked by Feh- 
quez ; he faid that to them it belonged to apply the proper 
remedies, and as they reprefented the king's perfon, to en- 
large and confirm his powers, if they judged him worthy of 
that honour, or elfe to beftow the command on fome other 
perfon bettjer qualified, to whom he Would chearfully fub- 
mit for the common fervice* ** I from this moment, added 
** he, refign all right that may accrue to me from pofliffiori, 
^' and furrender into your hands the title by which I hav^ 

(F) This name may literally on the river Zemfbala, the oM 
be tranflated the rich toiAjn of fettlement has been calbd only 



the true crofs. Since the build- Villa Rica^ 
ing of the towto of Vera Cruz 
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f« hfel4 In that you m^y deliberate with all poifiblc freedon^ 
" lippji thq eledion, hi my whole ftudy is to promote the 
" fiie^refs of thi? ej^pcdition, 1 can aflurf? ypu lean chear- 
*^ fully, and without oiFeri|ig myfclf the leaft violence, take; 
" VP a pil^e wjth the fame hand which lays dovvn the trun^ 
" chepn, and ^di yi^itj) the f^roc ^lac^ity in the mean capa- 
^« city of a foldicfif as in tb<9 important poft pf a general \ 
"for if in war men learn tq copiinand hy obeying, there; 
f< ar^ alfo certain cafes in which the having commanded 
" evinces the neceflity and propriety of obeying." 

Having faid thi$, be threw upgn the table bia commif- 
fion. kiiled the trm^cheon, and 4^ivering \\ jnto the hands 
of th^ alcades, retired to his barrack. Cortez well knew up- 
on whom the choice would fall, becaufe he had taken his 
meafures before he put matters to the hazard ; he therefore 
gave himfelf no concern about the deliberations of the coun- 
cil, well knowing they ipuft l^e favourable to him, and ^^ ^^^^^ 
confequence give him 'much greater authority with foldiers^ '^' 
who wpre fcnfible that at prefcnt he held his employment 'f/"** ^" 
entirely by their courtefy. The event was juft what hej]^j^^^^^* 
expe&ed ; the council unanimoufly voted his r^-eledlion, * 

and gave him his commiffion in the king's name, until fuch 
time as his majefty's pleafure fhould be known ; and tjiey 
immediately communicated the new ele£lion to the foldiers^ 
either to inake trials how fd^x \t ^as agreeabje^ pr elfe t^ 
fiamp their own z£k with thie genpral approbatipn* The 
rejoicings were e^ct^aordinary, and the cour^cil was thanked 
by the w}iple Ipody of thie army for thjeir judicious proceed- 
ipg39 although in fa£l (he whp)|e fvas concefted by Cortiz. 
f^ittT which a deput^^jion waited upon the geijeral, to ac* 
quaint him with the appointmepjt of the ii^agiiir^te^. Froixi 
all tbefe circumftappes yi^e may cplle^ that CctrU% was not 
only a great folcjief an4 ^ble general, but a fo^nd politician^ 
perfectly acquaint^ed ^ith the h|iinain heart, aod the means 
of rendering hiflifelf refpe<^ed an^ hoppured. 

However there were not wanting fo.me perfons, depen- 
dants on Velaquf%^ who endeayovre^ to give an invidious 
turn to this trap^f£tion, taxipg Qorte:(, with cunning and 
ambition, i/Byalidatipg the authpfity of the council, and 
fleering at the folly of thpfe who fufered themfelyes to be 
deceived fey fo poor ?.n artifice 5 bujt they fqon had caufe to 
repent their temerity. Cartex^ inyefted with bis new authp- 
ri^, detiermin^d ^o apply lemfcdies in time to the feditious 
humour^ which if i>ot fp«ej3diiy checked might poifon the 
yhQle mafs p( t}xe 6)idier$. Jnftead thesefgre of having re- 
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courfe to remonfirances as en former occafions, he rcfblved 
to avail bimfelf of his power, and to ufe rigour where patience 
might prove ruinous. Accordingly he ordered Diego de Or^ 
dax^ Pedro EJcvtdero^ and *Juan Velaque% de Leotij to be feized, 
carried on board the fleet, and clapt in irons, which ftruck 
their adherents with fuch terror, that all immediately re- 
turned to their obedience. The prifoners he likewife for-* 
» gave at the interceffion of his friends, upon their fubmifEon ; 

and, by this one well timed aft of feverity, not only nipped 
fedition in the bud, but by his clemency and affability io ef* 
fi^ftually gained the friendifaip of the mutineers, that they 
ftuck afterwards to his fortune in the worft extremities, and 
ihewed themfelves the br^vipjl fo)diers an4 fi^ithfuleft friends 
in his army. 

S E C T. IV- 

Containing thePregrefs af the Spaniards in the Ccnqueffi 
of Mexico, their Wars with the Inhabitants of 1 laf- 
dala, atid afterv)ar4s their firm Alliance with that 
Republick^ 

/^ORTEZ having laid the feeds of that colony 
^ which was afterwards to fpring up with fo much vigour, 
and eftablifhed his own authority upon the moft folid bafi^ 
that circumftances would permit, now entered upon mea- 
fares for removing the fleet and army to ^iabijlan ; for which 
purppfe it was neceflary to fend a party in fearch of pro- 
vifion, which grew extremely fcarcc in the fettlement. Al" 
varado was detached with a party for this purpofe, and he 
foon returned with great quantities of Indian wheat, fowls, 
and fuch other provifion as the country aflPorded, after 
having penetrated as far as Cotafta^ without having 
pillaged a fingle town or cabin. On his return every thing 
was difpofed for the march of the troops. The fleet fct fail, 
and Cortex with the army proceeded by land, taking the mad 
of Zempoala^ and fending out fcouts to examine the country. 
On his' arrival on the frontiers of the province, he found all 
the houfes and villages deferted» which created fufpicion 
that the cazique^s overtures of friendlhip were infincere. 
* Only the temples were left iri their former fituation, with 
iheir idols, inftruments for facrificing, a few mangled limbs 
pf human vi^ims, and certain i^ligious bopks, made of 

long 
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long (kin, or varniflicd cloths, folded in fiich a manner that 
CFcry doubling formed a leaf, and written with that kind of 
imagery, cyphers, or hieroglyphics, ufed by the painters of 
Teutik, For the fpace of two days Cortex marched through 
this fiifpicious foliiude, expefling' every moment to be at- 
tacked, when he was at laft accofted by twelve /w^/^w ladea 
with provifions fent as a prefent by the ca^iqiic of Zempoah^ ^ 

with a fecond invitation. This gave him f'ome encourage- 
ment to proceed, though it did not entirely efface the doubts 
which he entertained about the cazicjue's fidelity : however 
in the prefent circumftances a retreat might be attended with 
bad confequences, by giving the foldiers dreadful ideas of the 
power of the enemy, or at leaft a contemptible opinion of 
their general's courage. On the third day they approached 
Zmpoala^ and were met by twenty noble Indians^ who com- 
plimented Cortex in the cazique's name, and apologized for 
their mafter not doing himfelf the honour of paying his re- 
fpcds. Thefc condu6fed the Spaniards to the town which'^^;./^^^^ 
was the capital of the province, bearing the fame name : the Zempoa- 
azique came to the gate to meet Cortex^ fupported on ac- la, and 
count of his moaftrous groflhefs, by feveral noblemen^ controls m 
made them a fhort and polite compliment; and foon g^wed/riend/fip 
the efteem of the Spanijh foldiers, who at firft gave way to '^'"^ *^ 
their mirth, occafioned by his overgrown fize, and ridicu-^'^!?*'* 
lous appearance. After receiving the thanks of the general, 
he ordered the o£kers to be fhewn their quarters ip a large 
commodious fquare, in which were many handfome apart- 
ments. Thofe of CyrteZy in particular, greatly furpafl/ed 
any thing the Spaniards had ever beheld in America, But they 
could engage him to ftay only one night, as he was in hafte 
toeftabiifhhis head-quarters \n^iabijlan\ however, before 
his departure, the cazique made him another vifit, and fo 
render it the more acceptable, brought a rich prefent, and had 
a private conference with Cortex^ in which he complained of 
the tyranny of Motexuma^ and the defire which many pro- 
vinces had to throw off their bondage ; but that they were 
hiaffed by the vaft power of the emperor, and not very una- 
nimous among themfelves. He intimated his wiflies that 
Cortex would affift in recovering the liberties of the Mexi- 
onu\ but faid it was not his defign to engage him in fo diffi- 
^Itan enterprize, by the trifling civilities which it was in 
his power to beftow ; nor would it be confiftent with the laws 
offriendfhip to fell at fo great a price his infignificant ferviccs. 
Coriez difcovered a mixture of art and £rencrofity in this ha- 
rangue, which he anfwered by giving the cazique the bigheft 
<f'oign of the Spanijh nation and juftice^ telling h m, that 

he 
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he was under an indifpenfible necsffity of proceeding tp J^aa- 
Mjkau where the oppreffed and injured might appJy for bU 
jprote£lion« This be defircd the cazique would communi* 
catc toliis friends, affuring them that Motezuma would ccafc 
to tyrannize, while be undertook their ^cfencc j a (pcech fa- 
vouring ftrougly of the romantic ipirit of chivalry, unlefs we 
confider that Cortez aftually performed all that he prdmifedi 
CORTEX took his leave, extremely fatisfied with hii 
reception at Zampoalaj and the difpofition in which he found 
the cazique; whence he drew prefages favourable to his 
^reat defign. On his arrival at ^iabijlan he found the 
town deferted, though naturally ftrong ; uppn which the 6^^- 
niards took immediate pofTeffion. In the temples they found 
a few priefts, whom they gsiined by prefents and civilities, 
and from thefe they had notice that cowardice had occaiipned 
the cazique to abandon his town ; and that the nobility, tho' 
more courageous, had been influenced by his example : 
however, that as foon as they were informed of the friendijr 
intentions of the ftrangers, th^y doubted not but they wouM 
return to their habitations ; which accordingly happened, for 
on the fame night fome families ventured to come back, and 
next day the town was fully inhabited. Not long after 
the cazique waited upon C$rte%^ and with him the chief of 
Zampoahf who undertook to apologize for his conduit* and 
the. diffidence he had exprefied of the Spaniards. They 
voluntarily introduced their complaints of jMoUzumaj and 
teftiiied their fincerity by the tears they flied in relating 
his cruelties, and the bitternefs of their refentment. They 
pathetically reprefented the mifery of the people, and dtf? 
honour of the nobility ; and the caeique of Zempoala added, 
by way of climax, that, befides raifing his wealth out of the 
calamities of his fubjedls, M9te%uma even invaded their 
houfes, and tore from them their wives and children, ftain* 
/ ing with their blood the altars of his gods, after having fa-? 

crificed them firft to purpofes mpre cruel and abominable. 
Scarce had the cas^ique finiftied the recital of his grievances, 
when three Indians came in, with all the marks of horror 
and furprize in their countenances, and whifpered fome? 
thing to the caztques, which made them quit the apartment 
in great confufion,* without the ceremony of taking leave. 
It was prefentiy known that fix of JHotezuma^s commiffarics 
for coUeding his tributes, had entered the town with great 
retinues, and were then paffing before the Spani/b quarters. 
It was this which bad thrown the caziques into fo much di& 
order, for they trembled at the feverity of tholle oflScers, 
dreaded the indignation of Mattzuma^ and were grown fp 
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MillsiiHmodS) by the babit of fuffenng, that they even re^ 
^)e^d the rod 6f tyranny, and proftrated themfeWes-before 
thofe fcourgers of their )ibertiei. CorUz went ottt with bis 
Captains to fee thoproceffioA, which was a fpedacle ahoge* 
thtr new to the Spaniards. The eommiffaries were carried 
in Inters on the fiieulders of Indtans^ attended by a great 
hnmber of fervahts, and inferior officers, who cooled Ibeit 
filacers with fans made of beautiful £satber$. Their dreft 
Was magnificedf , being cotnpofed of fine plumes^ penciaaitB 
of gold and jewels in their ears, noies and lips, with cotton 
iniintles adorned wkh gold arid precious ftones. They pafTed 
Cortez withdut paying hiox any marks df refped ; which (o it* 
Htated the Sfanijh fdldiers, that they would have chafUfed the 
haughty officers had they not been reilrained by the general^ 
^nd p^ocee^ed to the town -houfe, where they fumfmmed the car 
2i^ues,and fev^rety reprimanded them forprefumiivg tocoodu^ 
ftrangers into tKeir towns, who were enemies to the great il/(^- 
}rtumd, and by way of atonement demanded, befides the ufuat 
tribute and fervic^j twenty Indians to facriiice to the emperor's 
|ods^ 

Wh^n notice of this inhuman fcntcnce was brought to^^ yj/^z 
Csriezy he ftqt for the caa^iques in the moft priirate manner, j,fff„ tbt 
and telling them that he could penetrate into their moft fe- Mexican 
ciet thoughts, and found they were difpofed to yield obedi* commiffa^ 
ttizi to the cruel feotence pafied by the ofitcers. He there* n>/, and 
ibre charged them not to foffer fach abominations, or any gains great 
longer comply with the (hocking demands of tributes in hu- refufation* ' 
man blood ; but, on the contrary, to afiemble their people^ 
&ize upon their commiiTaries, and leave the Spaniards to 
inamtain what was done by the advice of their generah The 
boJdnefs of the Order terrified the caeiques j at firft they pofi- 
^vely refufed to execute it; but on Cortex^ repeating his or«- 
ders, in a refolute tone, they aflembled their townf-men, 
itnd fei^ed upon the commifiaries, to the great^joy of the 
Ipeople, #ho were de)%hted at this fpirited exertion, and 
fte punifliment which they expefled to fee infli£Ud on thofe 
Mmments of tyranny and barbarity. It was the intention 
of the caciques- to execute them m the moft ignominious 
banner ; bat finding that Cortez was averfe to this, they 
defired at kaft to Orifice them to their gods, as if this was 
trealibg tke prifoners with very particular lenity. However, 
^0 prevent bloodfted, Cffrtefn ordered a Spanijh gnzxA upon 
^e miniftei^ ; and as he did not approve entirely of com- 
mencing hoftilities againft M^fPe%uma^ nor thought it advtfe- 
'^h on the ot,her hand to defert that party of malecontents. 

Which wiis forming, he refolved to keep a middle courfe, 
fofpend the ciFc£l$ of the refcntmcnt fliewn by the ca- [ 
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KiqueS) and, without deferting his friends, make a merit with 
the emperor of having faved his officers from the intended 
punifhment. With this view he ordered two of the prifon- 
ers to be brought to him with the utmoft privacy at mid- 
night ; and after receiving them with affability, he told them, 
that he was ftudious to (ave their lives, and reflore them to 
liberty; and as they received this favour folely from his 
hands, they might afTure Motezuma^ that he would endea- 
vour to procure the releafe of the other prifoners, and to 
' convince the caziques of their fault, in ref udng obedience 
' to the facred orders of thtir prince. As for himfelf, he was 
defirous of peace, and of fhewing his reverence for fo great 
a prince, by paying the due refpeS to his miniflers and offi- 
cers. The Indians were highly fenfibleiof the obligation; 
and after returning their thanks, fet out under a Spanifi 
guard, which faw them fafe beyond the frontiers o{ ^a* 
bijlan^ where they thought themfelves out of danger of be- 
ing retaken by the caziques. But Cor/^z carried his artifice 
ftill further. Next morning, \vhen the caziques acquainted 
him, in the utmoft horror and confufion, that two of the 
prifoners had efcaped, he pretended to be extremely incen- 
fed, and feverely reprimanded them for their want of vigi- 
lance and circumfpe£lion, ordering that the remaining pri- 
foners might be fent aboard the fleet, as if he would charge 
himfelf with their imprifonment ; by which he not onljr 
gained the confidence of the two chiefs, but likewife opened 
the way to favour with Motezuma^ by charging his officers 
to treat the.prifoners with all poffible kindnefs. 

In this manner did Corte%,^uvi\xt his fchemes with the 
moft refined policy, the good efFedls of which became im- 
mediately apparent. Thejuftice, valour, and affability of 
the Spaniards^ wete reported through all the neighbouring 
p.rovinces. The caziques of Ztmpoala and ^iabijlan ac« 
quainted all their friends and allies of the happinefs they en- 
joyed under the protedion of the ftrangers, being freed from 
impofition, and fecured in their liberties, by ^ people equally 
valiant, iufl, and generous. It was fpr^ead abroad that the 
gods had come down to ^iabijlan^ darting lightning at 
MoUzuma for <his impiety ; and this report gained fo much 
credit that it greatly facilitated the proje<3s formed by CorUz* 
•Above thirty caziques from the mountains, the lords of a 
ruflic people called Totonaquesj paid their refpe&s to the 
general, offered their troops to affift him in any enterprize, 
and furrendered themfelves wholly to his obedience^ fwear- 
ing fidelity and vafTalage to the king of Spain. This was an 
important acquifuion, as thefe caziques ruled over rough 
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Warlike nations, the inveterate enemies of Moietuma^ irid 
capable, according to Herrera^ of bringing an hundred thoa- 
fand men into the field. • - 

It was now probably that C^r/^z laid the foundation of y^^^ 
Villa Rjca de la VeraCru%y though we have dated it earlier, Villa Rica 
upon the authority of the Spantjh writers, who are by TiOfotrnded^ 
means confiftent in their relation, jtntonio de Solis alledges, 
that he founded the colony before he let out for ^lahijlan^ 
HQt only appointing magiftrates, but building houfes, ^^^ and the '' 
fixing the name of the fettlement ; whereas in another place blunders of 
he alledges, that hitherto the new corporation travelled with authors 
the army ; and that Corte% now pitched upon the .plain be- corre^ed. 
tween ^iabijlan and the fea, for the reddencc of the co- 
lony J becaufe the land was fertile, abounding in wood and 
water, and very contiguous to a good harbour, none of which 
conveniences were to be met with in the former fituation. 
The workmen were diftributed according to their feveral 
profeffions, and the Indians affifting with equal diligence 
and dexterity, the houfes began to rife, and the compafs of 
the town was marked by a ftrong mud wall, which formed 
a fufficient' defence againft the weapons of the country. 
This was the Villa Rica which fome writers place more to 
the eaftward, and among others de Solisy though he after- 
wards contradifls himfelf ; or elfe we muft conclude what is 
not at all improbable, that the former fettlement was relin- 
iJuiQied upon difcovering a place more commodious for a 
colony. The principal officers of the army laboured whh 
the diligence of the meaneft foldi^rs; 2Lr\d Cortez even ap- 
plied his hands and fliouldersto the moftfcrvile occupations, 
byway of encouraging the people by his example, and fhew- 
ing them, that whatever promoted the public good was ho- 
nourable and praife-worthy. 

While he was thus bufied in the arts of peace, an em- 
haffy, compofed of Motezuma^s two nephews, affifted by 
five ancient caziqiies, as counfellors, and attended by a mag- 
nificent retirlue, arrived with prefenti from Mexico. The 
cinperor, upon hearing of the reception given to the Spa * 
niards by the chiefs of Zempoata and ^nahijlan^ was fo. high- 
ly enraged, that he gave orders to raile a numerous army, to 
take fignal vengeance on the perfidious caziques, and facri-\ 
ficethe Spaniards to his gods ; for while his anger continued, 
he doubted not but he fhould without difiiculty be able to 
fcize upon Cortez and his whole army. However, upon the 
arrival of the commiflaries releafed by. Carter^ the fcene in- 
ftamly changed, and thofe orders were revoked. The pri- 
foners expatiated upon the valour, courtefy, and- generofity 
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^ of xhtSpantJh general., whofe yiews were wholly pacific, an^ 
rcfpe(Sl for the great Motezuma as profound as that of the 
moft faithful of his fubjeSs. This appeafed the indignation 
of the haughty fovjcreigri,. and .made him refolve pnce more 
to try the cffe£ls of a n^goidatioo recommended ^y ppefents; 
and to give more weight to the etnbaffy, he appointed the 
1 • . young princes, his nephews, to wait upon Corttx. The 
haffi%om P^^^^*^^ ^as delivered to .the general, together with the era- 
Moicau- P^^^^'s thanks for the rivilitics (hewn tp bis officers. Cgm- 
^Jna. < plaints were made of the leheUious fpjrit and prefurnption of 
the cazkjues ; and Jji^atezuTna^s wiflies expreUed th^t Corte% 
would interpofe iox the releafc of the other infer iqr.QSicers^ 
the fpeecb concluding. with ,MoUzu?rja\ e^rneft reqtte^, thaf 
th? Spaniards would withdraw their prote(Si:ion fropn' their 
rebellious chiefs, relinquifh .the fruitlefe hppc of bein^^d; 
mitted to the royal prefence, and make the nece:(rary ^pre- 
parations for evacuating the iWrn^r^^ d^minigns* This'Jajl 
point was the main.objefl: of the emb^fly,^nd the princes 
laboured it with great sjeal and addrefs, but to Httle efFcS; 
9is Cpftez had already fixed his refolution. ,He received the 
ambafl'adors with great .refpefl ; but hehxc .he gave , his . .9",: 
fwer, had the four priConeijs brought Wo his prefence, an4 
returned them to MQteZHma,^ telling the .ap^baflfadors, th,aj 
he hoped the. error of the caziqueg was, fully repaired by,tfo 
r^ftitucion which he now made.; that he fouad himfelf un- 
der the .neceifity of protefting them, in return for the mapy 
civilities bellowed on him. He exhorted the ambafiadors to 
adm,oni(h their prince to reftrain:his officers iropi demanding 
more from the fubjefis than was required, by the fovereign 
himfelf, and adding to the oppreffion of heavy taxes the bar- 
barity .of human facrifices ; he aflured jhem, that neither the 
caziques of Zempoala and ^iabijlan^ nor t-hdfe of the mo.unr 
tains,., who were entirely at his devotion, fhould afl: in«ny 
thing prejudicial to the royal authority ; and that for the 
reft he would explain himfelf when he had the honour of 
being admitted into MoUzuma^s prefence, affuring th.e am- 
baffadorsKthat no dangers or Jffficulties could terrify Spa- 
iwar^/j who were accuftomed to feek glory amidft the great- 
eft hazards. This he delivered in fo firm a tone of voice, 
that the ambafladors did not choofe to reply, though they 
appeared to be difTatisfied. He gave them fome prefcots, 
. aad difmifled them, in full confidence, that, nojwithftanding 
their difappointment with refpedl to the' principal ohjeS.of 
their journey, they could not but make their report favour- 
able to the charafter of the Spaniards. Befides, the equ^itjf 
Mpon which he treated with MoUzumOy gvitMta §^^2X f^i^'^ 
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ill wiA tte fneSans^ who wePeTf*«rfiiaded that only a <teicy, ' 
with fo flender a force, dor ft prcfomc to oppofe fo mighty a 
prince, who was even glad/to purchafe his friendihrp with 
•prefeiits, although he difdafitied to bend his knee to bis idols ( 
and thefc fentimcnts wdfe •cofifirftitd by the pr6digics and , 

omens which had made fo deep an imprefiion on this cre- 
dulous fimple people. > 

Prud£nc£ and penetration were indeed no lefs neceflafry 
io Cortez tTian valour; he was obliged to guard agatnft the 
fniree laid by his friends, as well as to oppofe the open , 
attacks of his enemies. Of this there noW appeared an in* 
ilance. The caziqiie of Zempoala wis the inveterate enemy " ' 
of the <:hief of the neighbouring province of Zempa%ingo^ 
Slid he thought this a proper opportunity of taking ven^ 
geafecc, attd enriching himfelf with plunder. He told Gofte%^ 
that a body of Mexicans were quartered in Zempazingb^ and 
that they defolated his fields, and ruined his courury, on ac- 
count of his attachment. Cottez believed the feigned reki- 
^ lion, and accordingly marched with a corps of Spanutrdi and 
Indkms to attack Zempa:dngo ; but finding the town deferted, 
and meeting with fomepriefts, the deceit was difcovercd: he 
reproved the eazique oi Zempoala for feducing him by falfities, 
to be the mean inftrument of his private revenge^ and the 
tool to gratify his avarice : he contraded a friendfliip with 
the cmzique of Zenipazingay reconciled the two chiefs, and 
gaineki the efteem of both parses, by the equity and fteadineft 
of hiis condud. On his return to Zempoala, the cazique ^ 

endeavoured to efface his fault, by a prefent of eight 
of the moft beautiful virgins in his province. One of 
them Was his niece, and her he prefeiited to Cortez, defirtng \ 
he Would take her for his wife, and diftribute the reft among 
his officers ; an honour which Cortez declined, on account of 
his religion, taking this opportunity to perfuade the cazique 
to abjure idolatry^ and embrace the Chriftian religioh : a 
point which he laboured to little purpofe, although he pro- 
ceeded fo far as to pull down the images in the temple, eneft- 
ing croffcs in their ftcad, and the ^her emblems of the Ro* , 
own catholic religion. Upon this circumftance all the Spa^ 
^i/?' writers expatiate with great zeal, praifing the piety of 
(^9rtezi though, for our own parts, we cannot reconcile 
thrtftianity with the ambitious fchemes he had projefted, ' 
^(ithe unjufl attack made upon the dominions of a prince 
^ith whom he had no quarrel. Indeed whatever the piety 
of Gor/fz might have befen, it is certain that the propagation 
of the gofpel was by no means the motive of the Spanijh 
^art for extending her conquefts in Afnerica j and, the vaft' 
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< treafttres brought from thence into Spain evince, thsft tb 
pious fubjeiSrs of the moll catholic king laboured more affi- 
duoufly in the gold and filver mines of Mexico and Peru^ 
than in the vineyard of falvation* Our intention »s,rc^ 
however, to^ deqionftrate the injuftice of thefc conquefts, 
lybich point we leave to divines and political cafuiftsy but 
to fhew the abfurJity of the Spanijh writers in general, who 
run out into the moft extravagant encomiums upon the piety 
and true catholic zeal of the Spanijh leaders of thofe expe- 
ditions, made purely from motives of national intereft, iinl 
private avarice of ambition. 
Cortez Upon the return of the Spaniards to their new fettlc- 

recei'ves a ment at Vera CruZy they were joined by Francifco de Sauced^ j 
Jlender who left Cuba with one officer and ten men, to join Coriez^ I 
tiiftforee- and attach themfelves to bis fortune. This fupply gave I 
ment of gje^it pleafure to the general 5 but it was confiderably abated | 
^^"^r y ^^^ inteiligence which Sancedo brought, that V^laquez^ go- ] 
*" ,^* vernor of Cuba, was fiill the enemy oiCorieZy and had pur- | 
./ ^^ '"^^ ^'^^ refentment with fuch application and diligence, ' 
U Sofia! '^^^^ ^^ lemooftrated to the court upon the defertion of Cor- 
Uz, and obtained a commiffion from the king, appointing hiia 
lieutenant not only of the ifland of Cuba^ but fole direflor 
of all the difcoveiies and qpnquefls which (hould be made 
on the continent, with power tc> beftow employments, and 
equip expeditions, in whatever manner he fliould think pro- 
per. , It was. neceiTary for Cortez to vindicate his own con- 
du6l to the court, and efface sny bad irnpreffions whicJt 
might probably remain from the niifccprefeiitations of Vt'l(h 
quez. He like wife ^thought it incumbent upon him to hav€ 
his commiffion immediately from the king, and >yholly in- 
dependent on Velaqtiez j for which purpofe hedetermined to 
difpatch Portocarrea and Martiejo to Spain^ wicb an account of 
his proceedings. He laid his intention before the town of 
VeraCruz^ and obtained a letter, figned by all the ma- 
giftratcs, giving a (hort relation of the fuccefs of the expedi- 
tion, the provinces already brought under the obedience of 
his catholic majefty, the fettlement made at Vera Cruz, the 
riches, fertility, and great plenty of this new world, the 
progrefs made by the gofpel, and the qifpofuions that were 
making for bi^inging the powerful cmpiie of the tyrant Mo^ 
tezuma under fubjedion, by means of his own difaffefled 
fubjefls. In this letjter were mentioned the violences, offered 
by VelaqueZy with a full vindication of the mcafures taken 
hy Cortez, the ft.rongeft encomiums upon his condud, his 
valour, prudence, clemency, juftice, and every quality that 
cunftitutes the genecal and ftatefman. Great praife liicewife 
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Was beftowed t>n the courage and conftancy of all the other 
captains and foldiers engaged in the expedition ; and his, 
majefty was intreated, in the name of the town and magi* 
giftrates of La Vera CruZy to confirm the authority of Cor-* 
Uz^ and cherifh, by his countenance, an infant colony, that 
promifed to produce the greateft wealth and honour to his 
royal diadem. To this letter Cortex added another from 
himfeir, in which he entered more minutely upon his jufti- 
ficadoo, and gave ftrong aflurances of his well-grounded 
expe&ation of bringing the empire of Metezuma under his 
loajefty's obedience. With thefe difpatches were fent all 
the gold, jewels, and other prefents and efFe£b, which the 
colony had acquired fince their arrival in Mexico^ either by 
gift, conqueft, or traffic, the foldiers chearfuUy giving up 
their (hares, that the offering made by their general might 
appear with the more fplendor. The beft fliip in the fleet 
was got jeady for this voyage, and the two envoys fet fail 
for Spain on the 16th oijuly^ with &xi&. injundions tp pafs 
through the channel of Bahama^ if poffible, in order to avoid 
being intercepted by FelaqueZy and at no event to touch upoa 
any part of the ifland of Cuba. 

Scarce had Cortez fini(hed this important bufinefs, when r5io«' 
he was alarmed by the difcovery of a confpiracy to- deftroy jj^ ^^ 
the whole fcheme, by giving intelligence to Velaquez of the covers a 
courfe of the fhip, and the contents of the difpatches. De conj^irney* 
Solis alledges, that the project was laid, to feize upon the 
ihip, and carry her off, with all the difpaiches, to Cuba. Be 
this as it may,- Cortez had no fooner made difcovery of the 
contrivance, than he feize,d upon the confpirators, two of 
whom were, after a regular trial, condemned to death, and 
two others to be whipped. All the reft were pardoned, ex- 
cept the chief mariner, who was fentenced to lofe one foot^ 
asajuft puni/hment, which however would not difable him 
from the fervice. Herrera alledges, that the licentiate ^w^a 
T>laz was engaged in this confpiracy ; but that Cortez^ out 
of refpe£l to his function, did not proceed againft him ; tho* 
de Solis vindicates the charafter of this gentleman : a point 
indeed of little cpnfequencc to the EngUJh reader. 

CORTEZ having now difcharged himfelf of all that ap- 
peared neccilary towards confirming his own power, pro«» 
curing the good of the colony, and promoting^ the fuccefs 
of the expedition, turned his thoughts towards employing 
his foldiers upon fome greater enter prize than had hitherto 
been undertaken ; but he firfl refolved to deftroy-the flee^^ 
to cut off all poffibility of retreating, and to convince the 
fpldiers that their only fecurity confiiled in their valour and 
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lu friends, hr rJjTfcS their approbation ; and the mea- 
f:.?::rfo"';:!crconS^ '"- -Sn the manners and pi- 
iarc W4D^ ^gjisfigd VJ^ffh the prudence of the refointion, upon 
fZ^fumptioD that the fhips muft ncceffarily fink* for want 
of repairing. Accordingly all the fhips were burnt, Corta 
only rcferving the rigging, and a few boats for filhing ; a 
bold a<5^ion, the merit of which Caflillo claims to himfelf^ 
hy a Hedging that he had firft fuggeftcd it to Cortex, Im- 
mediately meafures were concerted for advancing farther 
into the country ; preparations were made for the march, 
^tid a generad mufter was taken of the army, which was 
found to confift of five hundred foot, fifteen horfe, and 
fix pieces of cannon j a very inconfiderable force, with 
» which to enter upon the reduAion of a vaft empire. Of this 
ilender corps an hundred and fifty men and two horfes were 
left for the defence of the fettlement, under the conduft of 
yuan de Efcalanie^ an officer in whofe valour and abilities 
Cortez placed the greateft confidence. The cazique of Z«w- 
foala had provided 2C0 Tamems^ or Indians^ accuftomed ttf 
burdens, to carry the baggage ; and had bcfides augmented 
the army with a body of troops, out of which Cortez picked 
4QO men that appeared the moft ftrong and defperafe, 
among whom were near fifty of the principal nobility of 
the province. To the cazique he recommended, in the 
ftrongeft terms, obedience to Efcalante^ governor of Vera 
CruZy who would not fail to proteft him from all infults 
and injurie3 during his abfence, provided that his behaviour 
merited favour and regard. 
He Begins J^ST* as the troops were beginning their march, Efcalante 
his march ^^^^ advice to the general, that a fquadrpn had been feen off* 
for Tlaf- Vera Cruz^ without caring to come to, though he made them 
caia. fignals of peace. Such intelligence was not to be difregard- 

cd ; accordingly Cortez fet out from the army for the fettle-^ 
merst, and found, upon his arrival, that one of the veflels 
had come to an anchor, and fome men were landing, who 
approached without any fymptoms of fear. It foon appeared 
that one was a notary, and the reft witneflcs of his notifica* 
tion to Cortez f that Francifco de Gdray^ governor of Jamaica j 
had, by virtue of the kinsj's commiflion, equipped a fqua- 
dfon, confiding of three fliips and two hundred and fevcyity 
men, under the command oi Jlonfo de Pinada, to make dif- 
coveries, and that they had already taken, poflefSon of the 
lands near the river Panuco^ where it was intended to'efta- 
blifh a colony, about twelve or fourteen leagues to the weft- 
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Wardi. Garay therefore required that he ihould not attempt 
to make any fettlements that way. To which Cortez an- 
fwered, that he was a ftranger to forms o£ law ; but if thtf 
captain would favour him with an interview, every thing • 
ihould be adjuAed in the manner moft beneficial to the pub- 
lic, as they were both fubjeds of the fame prince, and mutu^ 
ally obliged to promote his fervice* On the notary's refuting ^ 

to go back with this mefiage, and infilling, in a difrefpedful 
inanner, jupon a direct anfwer, Cortez ordeied him and his 
Companions to be feized, and had afterwards the good for- 
tune to take prifoners three more of the fhip's crew, who 
enlifled without fcruple,.in his fervice, as did the notary and 
his companions } ^ reinforcement of fome confequence at a 
time when feven Spaniards were become fo valuable. Upon 
this he returned to Zempoala, giving himfelf no uneafinefs 
about G^r^'s attempts, and cpngratulating himfeif that it was 
iio armament fent by Felaquez to obftruft his projieSs. He be- Enconn* 
gan his nriarch with a body of Spaniards, in the van, atld an- ten di^i^ . 
other oi Indians in the rear ; the charge of the artillery being cuhiest 
committed to the ftrongcft of the TameneSj and the baggage 
diiiributed among the reft, paffing through fcveral towns be- 
longing to the mountaineers, in all which he Was kindly re- 
ceived, and combated every obftruflion, which fcarcicy of 
provifion, inclemency of weather, bad roads, mountains and 
precipides, could throw \h his way* The cold was exccXive^ 
and the fliowcrs of rain hard and frequent, infomuch that 
the foldiers, deprived of the means of (helter, kept on 
marching to avoid being chilled to death. Cortex at lait 
gained the top of the mountains^ jufl: as a ftruggle began to 
appear between the ftrength and refplution of his foldiers ; 
from whcned he could difcover fome villages at a little dif- 
tance, to which the army proceeded with, alacrity, and met 
With refrelhn(jent, that foon effaced the memory of all thei^ 
paft labours. They were now on the borders of ZocGthlum 
a large and popaldus province, the cazique of which xt.{AQ,6. 
in the capital of the fame name with the province, fituated 
in the valley, at the foot of the moui|tain. CortefL gave hirri 
tiodce of his arrival by two ZempoalanSy and received an in- 
vitation from the paaSique'^to lodge in his city, vvhere, ho\y- 
ever, upon his arrival^ the foldiers met with fuch indifi'erent 
tntert^inment, as fatisfied the general that he was invitee^ 
rather from motives of fear than afFeftidn. When the ca- 
cique vifited him, it was apparent that he was the mere tool 
^^ Motezuma^ employed to infpire his enemies with dread^ 
by exaggerating his power^ Cortez penetrated into hisde*. 
fijns, and fraftratcd them, by acquainting the chief, that 
. I 2 h^ 
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he was fufficiently informed of the emperor's' power ; but 
though his intentions were pacific, he did not fear the 
whole ftrength of Mexico^ as one of his men was able to 
cope with whole ai;mies of fuch troops as Motezuma's. " I 
*• fhall never, fays he, draw my fword without juft provo- 
** cation; but once drawn, everything (hall be put to fire 
** and fword, and nature will affift me with her prodigies, 
** and heaven with its lightning. I come to abolifh human 
** facrificcs, and to vindicate the caufe of a tremendous Being, 
( *' who is fhocked at the barbarous fu perdition and ignorant 

*< idolatry bf Motezumay which you reverence as part of his 
*' grandeur." The impreflion which this bold fpeech made 
on the cazique was perceivable ; he not only accommodated 
the foldiers with better lodging and provifion, but (hewed 
an awful refpeft towards the meaneft Spaniard^ as if he be- 
lieved him his fuperior ; for what could he imagine of a 
handful of men, who fct at defiance what he believed to be 
< the greateft power on earth, but that they were fomcthing 
fupernatural ? As a difficulty arofe about the rout which 
Cortex fliould take, the cazique recommended Chotula^ be- 
caufe the country was fertile, and the inhabitants, who were 
more difpofed to commerce than war, would grant him an 
indifputcd pafl!age ; whereas he with great , earneftnefs dif- 
fuaded him from the road of Tlafcala^ as the people were of 
a bloody warlike difpofition. This advice, however, was op- 
pofed by the Indians that attended Corie%, ■ They affirmed 
that Chotula was a very populous city, the people of which 
were infidious and treacherous ; befidiES that, it was gene- 
rally filled with Mote^umd's troops. As to the Tlafcalans^ they 
affirmed, he had nothing to fear, fince they were bound by 
the fl:ri(£ie{l ties of amity and alliance with the Zempoalans 
and Totomques^ and waged continual war with Motezuma, 
What they faid was agreeable to the general's own fenti- 
ments ; atid chufing rather to confide in approved friends than 
in ihe cazique, who appeared fo much attached to Mote- 
» zuma^ he gave orders for the army to march f^rait for T/r?/- 

cabs on the frontiers erf" vvhich j^e foon arrived. Then he 
halted at a town called Xacozango^ upon hearing that the 
province was in arms ; but the defign 'was kept fecret, in or-^ 
der to gain a more intimate knowledge of the ftrength and 
difpofition of the people. 

At this time Cortez learned, that the province of Tlafcah 
was populous and extenfive, its frontier being about fifty 
leagues. The country was rough and mountainous, the 
towns were built on eminences difficult of accefs, and the in- 
habitants brave, hardy, and accuftomed to arms. At firft the 

government 
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government was monarchical; but the independent fpirit of 
theTJafcalans not brooking fubjedlon to an individual, threw 
ofF the yoke, and after living for fome time in aftateof anar- 
chy, formed them feives into a regular common-wealth, un- 
der the direction of a fenate and certain magiftrates, whole ju- 
rifdidions were limited to certain towns. The republic was j^^ i^^ 
now la the zenith of her power and glory, having for a feries an imbaj^ 
of years foiled all the power of Motezuma^ and eftabliflied li- to Tlaf- 
herty on the moft folid bafis, in confequence of alliances form- caltt^ 
ed with feveral provinces for their mutual defence. In particu- 
lar the Tlafcalans were ftriftly confederated with the Otomtes^z 
people deemed favage even in this barbarous country^ fierce in 
waf, and cruel in conqueft. This information determined 
Cortez to addrefs the Tlafcalans with an embaily, to requeft a 
free palTage through the territories of the republic ; and he 
chofe for this employment the Zempoalan nobles, who had 
advifed the road of Tlafcaky that their cred'it might be inte- 
refted in the iflue of the negotiation. Four Zempoalansy per- 
feftly inftruded by Cortez^ fet out to execute their commif- 
fion, drefTed with all the badges of embaffy ufuaKamong the 
Indians^ and entering the city of Tlafcala^ were lodged in the 
Calpifcay the apartments deflined fqr-the reception of fo- 
reign minifters, and next day admitted to an audience of the 
fenate. The members of this aflcmbly were ranged on low. 
chairs, made of one piece of wood, called Topales* At the 
entrance of the ambaiTadors, they ^rofe up and welcomed 
them with a kind of referved civility, and important gravity. 
After paying their refpeds to the fenate, the Zempoalans 
walked leifurely up to the middle of the hall, where they 
kneeled down, and waited for leave to fpeak ; which being 
granted, the orator of the embkfly delivered himfelf to the 
following efFed, as reported by Antonio de Solis. '* Noble 
<< republic, potent and valiant Tlafcalans^ the cazique of 
^< Zempoahy and the lords of the mountains your friends 
*' and confederates, fend you health ; and wifh you abun- 
^< dant crops, and the death of your enemies : they give you 
" to underftand, that certain invincible men are arrived among 
" them from the eaft, who feem to be divinities ; for they 
<< fail upon great palaces, and command thunder and light* 
** ning, the peculiar arms of heaven. They ferve another 
" God, fuperior to our gods, who detefts tyranny and fa- 
*^ crifices of human blood. Their captain is ambaflador 
** from a very potent monarch, who, from motives of piety, 
'* is impelled to reform the abufes of our country, te^ch us 
*^ the knowledge of the true God, and refcue us froni the 
/* oppreffion, tyranny, and cruelty of the bloody Motezumm. 

I 3 . ** Having 
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' ** Having already delivered our provinces out of bondage, 

** and placed us in a ftate of liberty, he defires to paft 
" through your republic in his way to Mexico^ and to be iii-» 
** formed in what the tJ^rant has offended yc^u, that he may 
** add your cayfe to the others which juftify his undertaking, 
** We know his valour, juftice, generofity, and pacific in- 
^* tentions, and therefore come in the name of the caeiques 
^* your allies, to requeft and exhort thatjou will admit thefe 
♦* ftrangers as the friends and benefactors of your confcdc- 
♦* rates 5 and on the part of their captain, we can affure you 
*< that his difpofitipns to the republic are friendly, and that 
** he only demands a free paffage through your country, af- 
•* ter you (hall be perfuadcd of thcsfincerity of his good will, 
<« and that his arms are the inflruments of juftice, reafon^ 
** and religion, which vindicate the caufe of heaven ; mild 
*« and good in their own nature, and terrible only to the 
** wicked." Having finiflied (heir harangue, the four re-» 
tired to their feafs^ and were anfwered by the eldefl fcna- 
tor in the name of the reft, '* that the propofition of the 
^* Zempoalam and Totono^Ues vr2i%gr^tttu\ to the republici^but 
^ ** th^t the anfwer to the captain of the ftrangers required 
^« mature dfeliberation :" with which anfwer the ambaffador^ 
retired to the Calpifca^ while the fenators fliut themfelvcs up 
to difcufe the propriety of granting the demand made by 
portez, 
J>M/ons Qn^ this point they were foon divided in opinion, whence 
in thefe- enfucd Vety '\<rafm difputes. Some were for attacking the 
t^aff! of ^ ftrangers, and deft roving them as enemies to the country in 
.Ti^icala. general; others were for granting their demand, and attach-? 
iftg them by civilities to the republic ; while a third party 
fteered a middle Gourfcfand advifed giving them no moleftar 
tion, provided they continued their march without entering 
upon tfie dominions of Tiafiak* After abundance of alter- 
cation, Magifcatzin^ one of the oldeft fenators, and a perfon 
of great authority, <tefircd to be heard. He mentioned the 
tradition of , their anccftors, aftd the revelations of their 
priefbs, that a race of Invincible men, of divine origin, who 
had power over the elements, (hould come from the eaft, 
to fubdue theif country. He compared the refcmblance • 
which the ftrangers bore to the perfons figured in the tradition 
of Mexico^ their dominion over the elements of fire, air and 
- water; he reminded the fehateof their prodigies, omens and 
fignals, whi^h had lately terrified the Mexicans^ and indicated 
fome very impK>rtant event ; and then declared his opinion, 
that it would be raftinefs to oppofe a force apparently affiftc(} 
hy b^^v^n, and m^ti who had already proved, to the fad ex- 

• perience 
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pertence of the Tabafcansy that they were invmcible. In a 
word, be ballanced the danger of a refufal againft the advan- 
tages which might refult from granting the reqtieft of the 
ftrangers;and declared his opinion, that they ought not oi)1y 
to be allowed a free paflage, but diftinguiflied by all the re- 
fpeft and honour which the republic had power to beftow. 

The fe*rttimcnts/)f this fage met with great applaufe, and all 
the fenate were inclined to follow his advice, when Xicoiefical^ 
a young fenator of great fpirit, valour, and reputation in arms, 
/ofe up, and anfwered him in the following words, which 
we quote on the authority of de Solisy as a fpecimen of the Xicoten* 
national charaSer, becaufe it feemed to convince the audi'-caJV 
tors. ^«« Gray hairs, faid the youthful orator, are not always->?^^^^* 
"infallible in their decifions, as being more inclined to 
" cautious reflexions, than to hardy entcrprizes. I pay all 
" due refpefl: to the authority and opinion of Magifcatxin-y 
" but you wiU not think it ftrange, confidering my age and 
" profefHon, if I have notions lefs refined, and politicks more 
" daring. When we talk of war, we are often deceived by 
" that which we call prudence; for whatever refembles fear 
" is not virtue, but a paffion. It is true, there is an 
" expectation among us of thofe ori.entaT reformers, which is 
*^ kept up by a prophecy that is flow in its completion. It 
*' is not my inclination to difcredit a tradition that-has be- 
" come venerable by the confent of ages ; but tell me, I 
" pray you, what fecurity have we that thefe are the pro- 
" raifed ftrangers ? Is it the fame thing to come from the 
" eaft^s to come from the celeftial regions, which weconfi- 
" der as the birth-place of the fun ? The fire-arms and great 
" ctnbarkations which you call fea -palaces, may be the ef- 
*' fe£ls of humah induftry, which are admired for their no- 
**velty; and perhaps they may be the delufion of fome in- 
z*"^ chantment, like the deception of the fight, which we call 
** cunning and juggling in our diviners. Was what they 
*' did in talafco any more than their defeating an army fu- 
" perior to themfelves in number; and fliall this be thought 
" w()nderful in Tlafcala^ where greater anions are daily per- 
** formed by natural means ? May not the great benignity 
" they have ufed towards the Zempoalans be an artifice to gain 
** the people? at leaft.1 fliall deem it a fufpicious fweetnefs 
** to pleafe the palate, and cover the internal poifon, as it^s 
** perfeQly -confident with what we already know of their 
** pride, avarice, and ambition, Thefe men, if they be 
** not in fa£l fome monfters thrown up by the fea on our 
"coafts, rob our people, live at difcreiion, guided by no 
!* Other law than their own will, and given up to the de* 
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I to The Hijiory of Amctica, 

" lights of this country, defpife our conftitutions, and en- 
** deavour to introduce innovations equally dangerous to rc- 
** ligion and governftient.' They deftroy our temples, as 
, ** appears from their conduft at Zempoala^ pull in pieces our 
*' altars, and blafphcme our gods \ and is this the race you 
•* call ccleftial ? If the Zempoalans and Totofioques have re- 
•• ceived them into their frjendftilp, it was without confult- 
** ing our republic ; confequently we are under no ties by 
** the laws of nations. They advance under no proteSion 
^' than the Want of reflexion, which defervesto be punifhed 
** as prefumptuous. Thefe prodigies and fignals, to magni- 
^* fied by Magijcatztn^ rather perfuade us to treat them likp 
*' enemies, as being conflant harbingers of calamities and 
** mifcries. Heaven, with its prodigies, does not give us nor 
*« tice of what we wiCb, but what we are to fear ; for thofe 
** felicities never come accompanied by terrors; nor docs 
*' heaven light condets to lull us to fleep, but to awake us to 
^* a fenfc of our danger. My opinion therefore is, that we 
*• aflemble our forces, and crufli them at one blow, for 
** they come into our power, marked by fignals in the heavens, 
*' purp©fely that we may look on them as oppreHbrs of our 
^^ country, and revilers of our gods ; and that eftablifliiug 
^* the reputation of our arms upon their punifliment, thp 
** world may perceive that it is not the fame thing to be ini'- 
** mortal in Tabafco^ and invincible in 7lafcala (A).'* 
Jtefolfition ' The fpcech of JG^<?/^w<7/ was ccchoed with loud acclama.- 
cf the fe- tions ; it foon effaced every trace left in the minds of the audi- 
nate to op- ence by the more cautious advice oi Magifcatzin ; it was con- 
fofe Cor- genial to the warlike humour of the people, full of fire, fpirit 
tcz^ and refolution, and therefore received as more honourable. 

It was from this confideration refolved, that Xkotencal fhould 
affemble a body of forces, to meafure his ftrength with thp 
ftrangers, without engaging or hazarding the whole power 
of the republic. If he overcame the enemy, the reputation 
of the republic in arms was preferved j and if he fliould be 
defeated, there was room to treat of peace, by laying the 
blame upon the Otonies^ and declaring it was a diforder oc- 
^afioned by their ferocity. In confequence of this determi- 
nation, the Zempoalan ambafTadors were detained, which 
raifed fufpicipns in the mind of CAortez that the embajQ^ was ill 

(A) The authors have infert- Spanijh hiflorian. * At ai^y cvcr^t 

ted this rpeech as a maderly it may ferve to convey an idea of 

piece of elocution, which the the difpoiition of the warlike- 

j-eader may, if he thinks proper, fpiritcd Tlafcalanu 
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received, and obliged him, after ftaying cigKt days in his 
encampment, to draw nearer to the city of Tlajcala, With 
. his army drawn up in good order, he paffed a ftrong wall 
which joined two mountains, and had been raifed at a vail 
expcnccof labour by the ancient inhabitants againft the in- 
Yafions of their enemies. It was happy for Ccrtez that the 
Tlafcalans had not thought of defending this ppft, either be- 
caufethey chofe to give battle in the open plain, or had not 
fofoon cxpefted his approach. He had not marched far be- 
yond the wall, when a party of the Tlafcalans was difcover- 
ed with plumes, which denoted that an army was in the field, 
Thefe he drove before him by a detatcbment of fix horfe, 
obliged them to join another party, and then reinforcing the 
advanced detachment, charged the enemy with fuch vigour, 
that they began to retire, when five thoufand Tlafcalans ruflied 
with loud flioutsfrom the buflies in which they had concealed 
thcmfelyes, juft as the infantry feafonably came up to fijp- 
port their flender body of cavalry. The enemy attacked,*, 
with the otmoft fury J but they were fo much difconcerted . J^jj™^ 
with the firftdifcharge of the fire-arms, thattfeey retreated in^calans/" 
confufion, and furnilhed the Spaniards with an opportunity a^^^^ 
of purfuing them with great daughter. CorteZj however, gngazi'* 
fufpeftirtg that this could not be their whole force, and that mum.. 
it was rather a ftratagem to draw him in than a flight, re- 
united his corps, and advanced' with the utmoft ciaution, in 
order of battle, to an eminence, from whence he difcovere4 
the whole Tlafcalan army, compofed of near forty thoufand 
men of difFerent nations, under the command of Xicotencal^ 
general of the republic. The experience which the Spa^ 
ntards gained at Tabafco prevented their being difcouraged 
with the vaft fiiperiority of the enemy ; they marched down 
the hill with pcrfeft compofure, formed on the plain, brought 
down their artillery without hurry or confufion, and difpofed 
every thing for attacking the Tlafcalans^ with the ftrongeft aflii- 
rance of vidory. Xtcotencal had indeed (hewed his dexteri- 
ty) by difpofing his troops into fuch a manner as to furround 
the Spaniardiy which be had no fooner cffcfted, than he con- 
traSed the circle with incredible diligence, and rained 
fliowcrs of darts, ftones, and arrows, which almoft co- 
ated the little army of Cortez, Being fenfiblc, however, 
by the terrible flaughter of his troops, of the inferiority of 
the Indian miffile weapons to the fire-arms of (he enemy, 
he clofed, in order to try the efFefts of his pikes and fwords. 
In thb particular the Indians were not more upon an equa« 
litys they fought with great courage and impetuofity, but 
Aejf fell in heaps, either by the fword, or the volleys dif- 
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charged among them from the artillery. It was their poliq' 
to conceal their flain and wounded ; yet it was apparent 
their numbers were diminilhed, and their fury abated, for they 
fell back to a greater diftance, though they ftill continued 
the engagement. CorteZj who had all this while fought in 
the form of a fquare, prefenting a front to every fide, now 
- confulted his officers, whether he ought not to force his way 
, through the enemy, to a place where he might extend his 
line, and fight to more advantage ? which they approving, 
Be formed his men into- a column^ puflied on with irrefiftible 
fury, and after an obftinate engagement, ^entirely broke 
^nd routed the enemy, chiefly by means of the horfes, ani^ 
mals fo wonderful and dreadful to the Tlajcalans. In the 
purfuit, one Nicron^ a Spanijh horfeman, engaged himfclf too 
far, was furrounded, and taken prifoner by the ///^/Ww, after 
they had killed his horfe, and cut off the head of the monfter, 
"which was^ placed as a trophy on the point of a fpear, and' 
carried in triumph to the fenate, though Ntcron had the good 

i' fortune to be refcued by his companions. By thi§ accident 

* the Tlafcalans were encouragf:d to rally, and renew the 

\ charge, which they begun with redoubled vigour, that 

might have proved fatal to the lives of many Spaniards^ had. 
it continued ; but fortunately Xij:otencaI had ordered a re- 
treat to be founded^ op difcovcring that moft of his officers 
were flain, apprehending that he fhould not be able to go? 
vern fuch a multitude of foldiers by his own authority. TBms 
- the Spaniards remained matters of the field, tho' the Tlajca*- 
lans lilcewife claimed a vidory, only becaute they were n6t 
Completely defeased, and they had taken what they deemed 
an ineftimable prize, the head of a Spanijh horfe, which was 
greatly admired, and facrificed with theutmoftfolemnity in one 
of the temples. On their fide the flaughter Was very great, 
but not certain as to the number, the killed and wounded 
having been carried off the field with the utmoft diligence; 
while CorUz fuftained" no other lofs than that of one horfe, 
and nine foldiers who were wounded, and prevented for a 
few days from doing duty. 

The field being now open,. Cortex marched to a village 
in the way to Tlajcala^ of which he took poffeffion without 
oppofition, and then refrefhed his foldiers with abundance 
ofprovifion, which the enemy had left behind ; but it] was 
obvious that the road to Tlafcata would ftill be difputed, and 
that the republic, by no means, acknowledged her felfcon- 
queied. The death of fo many great officers and caziqucs 
Qccafioncd various opinions in the fenate 5 but ftill Xicetemal 
piaintained a majority, who were for trying the fortune <rf 

- ^ ^ Xlajicik 
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flafatla in another engagement, notwithftanding tht lou4 
clamours raifed by Magifcai%ifCs party againft the gencral|B 
vanity and ralhnels. Xuotencaly on the .other hand, ani* 

' mated his drooping countrymen by the trophy of the horfe's 
head \ he defired a reinforceme;it, and pron^ifed to give x 
good account of the enemy with fo much confidence, that 
the fenate was ready to enter into the meafures didated bjr ' 

his revenge, when an auxiliary cazique arrived with tea 
thoufand men, and infufed frefh fpirits into the republicy 
becaufe it was regarded as fuccours from the godis, being un* 
cxpeAed. Cortez would have made propofals of peace 5 but 
he tould find no Zempoalans who would undertake the com* 
miffion, being terrified with the ufage their countrymeil 
met with, who had now efcaped from confinement, upon 
notice that they were to be facrificed In a few days to the 

., gods of Tlafcala. He advanced at the head of t party^ 
fcized upon ieveral villages in the way to the capita], and 
returned to the camp with great quantities of provifions, an<( 
I number of prifoncrs, from whom he had intelligence, that 
^Gtstencdl was encamped at the diftance of two leagues, and 

i diligent in recruiting his forces, ^hich would in a day or 
two be much more numerous than in the former engage- 
ment. He was fenfible, that if vidlory depended upon num- 
bers, the Spaniards would have no chance with the Tltifca* 
km; Cortez^ therefore, relcafed all the prifoners, faying, 
he would augment JTtcoiencal's army, to (hew the republic 
how little he feared her utvnoft ftrength ; an aft which gave 
tk enemy the.moft extravagant ideas of his valour and gene- 
rofity, and contributed greatly to his future fuccefs ; befides, 
that by this means he increafed his own ftrength, having 
no occafion to employ troops to guard the prifoners, Chufing 
out the moft intrepid and ingenious among the perfons whom 
hefct at liberty, he charged them with a n^eflage to Xic9^ 
tmnlto the following efFcft : That he was concerned for the 
loft which the reptjWic fuftained in the battle ; but the fe- 
nate was to blame for treating them in a hoftile manner, who 
had only pacific defigns. Notwith (landing this caufe of dif- 
pleaftire, he would ftill, he faid, enter upon a negotiation 
W if nothing had pafled ; but infifted upon XicotencaFs dif- 
irming, un^fs he wanted to draw down his vengeance, to 
te utterly deftroyed, and the name and misfortunes oiTlaf- 
(ok be made a terror to all the nei^rhbouring nations. 

It was imagined this bold meflage wouW intimidate the 
Man general 5 but it produced the very contrary efFedt, and 
& fbufcd his refentment, that he fent the prifoners back, 
H^^Pjlt^ for their pcfumption, with an anfwer, that Cort^fz 

froul4 
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Ihould fee him in the field at the iirft rifing of the fun; for. 
,his intention was to carry him, and all his people, alive, to; 
offer them up as facrifices to the gods of the republic. Thii 
notice he gave him, that he might prepare himfelf ; faying^ 
that he was not accuftomed to lefTen the glory of his vidoriei 
by taking the enemy at a difadvantage. . With thefe menaces 
Cortez and Xicotencal irritated each other, while both made 
the moft vigorous preparations for executing their promifes, 
and deciding their fortune by one battle. The Spanijh gene- 
ral kept f^rifl: guard during the night, and next morning ad- 
vanced half a league to an advantageous poft, where he de- 
termined to wait for the Tlafcalans^ in fuch a difpofition as 
the experience of the preceding engagement diSated to be 
necefTary. His flanks were fecured by the artillery, orders 
were ifTued with refpe<5t to the times and diflances when the 
cannon could bQ difcharged to moil advantage, every con* 
tingency was forefeen, and Cortez took his own poll at the 
head of the cavalry, that he might fuperintend the whole,, 
fuccour thofe whoWere hard prefTed, and move with more 
facility and velocity to the different parts of his army, as oc- 
cafion might require. In a (hort time the enemy's van ap- 
peared, and the fcouts returned with advice, that an army 
was ill motion which covered the whole country. It confift- 
cd of fifty thoufand men, the whole flrength of the repub- 
lic united to that of her allies. The golden eagle of Tkfc^la^ 
which is only brought forth upon the mofl extraordinary oc- 
cafions, was difplayed aloft in the middle, and every circum- 
ftance declared that the engagement would be bloody and 
dccifive ; the republic rifking her fate on the ifTue. When 
the Indian army approached within a proper diflance, the artil- 
lery poured fuch deflrudiion upon their ranks, that they reel- 
ed back, and feemed divided between the different pafCons of 
ibame^ fear, and refentment ; but the latter prevailing, they 
advanced in a tumultuous manner, and^were faluted with 
fuch vollies from the mufquetry and crofs-bows, as put them ' 
a fecond time in fufpence whether they ought not to leave' 
the field to the enemy. JScotencal^ however, raifed their 
paflions by his eloquence, and animated them by his exam- 
ple, to fuch a pitch of f;]efpair, that they pufbed each other 
pn to deflru&ion, the rear ranks trampling upon thofe in 
the front, and rufiiing like a torrent with fuch violence, that* 
they broke the Spaniards ^nd ZsmpoalanSy and required the 
utn)ofb abilities of Cortez to rally his forces, and withfland 
fo furious a charge. He flew to every part, exhorted, in- 
treated, and animated with fuch fuccefs, that, recovering^ 
th^mfeives^ the Spaniards dealt deflrui^ion on every fide^ 
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and Cortez^ with the cavalry, bore down all before htm, and 
clofed his ranks juft as an accident deprived him of the ho- 
nour pf gaining a complete viftory by his own valour. The 
enemy were of a fudden obferved to be in the utmoft confu- ^ 
fion, their troops moving to different parts, and dividing and , - 
bearing upon each other, until the rear guard retired in a 
tumultuous manner, and thofe who were engaged in the 
front were left to find fafety in flight. Corte% fufpefted* fome 
ftratagem, and therefore purfued with caution ; but he foon • 

learned from the prifoners, that the proud and paffionate 
Xcotencal had affronted one of the moft po v/erful of his allies, 
who, refenting the injury, drew off his troops, and with them 
the bulk of the confederate army, which obliged Xicotencal 
to leave the field*, and an indifputable viSory to the Spaniards : 
yet fuch was the flaughter which preceded this accident, 
that it is highly probable it was upon the. whole favourable 
to the republic, by preferving the lives of her fubjeiEls, and 
yielding more eafily a viftory, which muft in the event have 
been the reward of fuch discipline, and well-regulated cou- 
rage as the Spaniards exerted on this occafion. Their lofs 
was iriconfiderable, only one foldier being killed, and twenty 
flightly wounded j their triumph was complete ; yet were 
^t Spanijb foldiers difcontented, taking (hame that they 
ihould have been broken, and put in diforder by barbarians ; 
a circumftance which touched them fo nearly, that they 
returned to their quarters, melancholy and difheartened, as j^ 
if they had been defeated. This laid the feeds of diffenfionT^^^^" 
and mutiny, the foldiers blaming each other, and fo^ie^^^^ ^y» 
charging the whole fault on Cort^y declaring that they^/^ treops^ 
would not facrifice themfelves to gratify his humour, and 
Would repair to Fera Cruz^ leaving him alone to perfeS the 
diftates of rafli ambition. Notice of the feditious difpofition 
of the foldiers was no fooner brought to Coriez^ than he af- i 

femblcd the whole army, placing the mofl difcontented near 
his pcrfon, and laid before them his prefent circumflances, 
as if he had defired their council and advice. He reprefented 
all they had to hope frdm advancing, and to feai" if they re- 
treated ; he painted in fuch lively colours the (harne of aban- 
<loning the fruits of fo many glorious vidlories, and he 
placed every thing in fo favourable a point of view, that all 
oiurmuring ceafed, and one of the moft mutinous told his 
companions aloud, " That the general inftruiied them in 
" what they ought to do, while he was only afking their 
" advice: it is not poflible for us, faid he, to retreat, with- 
** out facrificing our hopes, our glory, and our lives/' All 
were convinc^ed of the rectitude 6f the gencrars opinion ; and 
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k was refolved, by univerfal acclamations, to profecutc tlil 
enterprife. 

Matters went othcrwifc on at Tlafcahy where nothing 
but confufion, diforder, and difoiay, appeared. The fecond 
defeat of the army fpread a general confternarion. The 
common people cried out for peace ; and the nobility, had 
they been unanimous, were unable to carry on the war 
without their affiilance. It was the opinion of the more 
timid, that they ought ta retire with their families to the 
mountains } of the more, fuperftitious, that the Spaniards 
were deities, and ought as fuch to be worfhipped \ of the 
more refolute, that another engagement (hould be hazarded \ 
and of the more prudent and moderate, that peace (hould be 
(blicited, and the Spaniards gained by kindne^, iince they 
could neither be conquered by numbers nor valour. Con« 
fultations were held in the fenate, the refult of which werei 
that the Spaniards indeed were not gods, but that thpir ac- 
tions were fo extraordinary and fupernatura), as to require the 
influence of magical powers ; for which reafon it Would b^ 
<rA TT r P^^P^' ^^ confult the magicians of the republic. Accord- 
/ * 'ingly thefe fages were called, and pretending that they had 
^^^^°!^^"* already difcovered by their art the point in which they were 
maziciansy ^^ ^ confulted, declared without fcruple, that* in confequencc 
and are ^jl of "P^^found ftudy>^ and deep obfervation of their circles^ they 
gainde- had fully difcovered the fource pf thofe fupernatural afis of 
feaied. valoqr performed by the ftrangers. The whole they alledged 
confifted in this, that the Spaniards were the children of the 
iun, produced by his own active quality in the mother earth 
of the oriental regions, impregnated by his fpirit \ and their 
greateft inchantment being the prefence of their fatheri 
whofe warm influence communicated to them a force fupe- 
rior to human nature, and rendered them immortal vvhile his * 
beams fhone upon them^ but that upon his returning to the 
welt, the influence' ceafed, and his children remained dif- 
heartened, weak, and withered, like the herbs of the field, 
and reduced to the mortal condition of other men : for which 
reafon they advifed they might be attacked in the nighty < 
and deftroyed before the rifing fun again rendered them in- 
vincible. - 

As the wifdom of thefe magicians was beyond all difpute# 
it is no wonder the fenate of Tlafcala fhould accede to their 
fage admonitioRi, efpecially as the opinions of thofe myfieri- 
ous interprete>s of futurity was nearly confonaiit to their own 
fentiments. They did fo, and orders were immediately dif- 
patched to XkoUncal^ to begin his attack on the SpaniQr^ 
after fun-fet, with the utmoft privacy, and cut them all off 
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^doit morning. This genera], whether he enterfainfed any 
opinion or not of the advice of the forcercrs, chearfully fol- 
lowed his inftrudtions, l)ecaure he defired nothing more thaa ^ 
ano}>portunity of fighting, until he wiped off his former dif- 
grace. Accordingly he feledled a body of ten thoufand of 
the moft defperate foldiers in his army, and advanced under 
cover of the night, with profound fitence, towards the Spanifi 
intrenchments. CorteZy however, was upon his guard ; the 
centinels on the out-po(ts^rought advice that the enemy 
tverein motion, and every thing was difpofed for their re- 
cepfion without noife or confuiion. The Indians M^crc fuffer»- 
ed toafcend the wail drawn round the camp before any inti* 
macion was given that their deAgn was difcovered, and then 
fuch a fliower of bullets was poured from the cannon, fmaH 
arms, and crd(s-bows, as rnade dreadful havock, and con^ 
vinced Xicotencal of the delufions of the forcerers 5 but this 
ferved only to animate his courage, and drive him on to 
defperate efforts. The aflault was rtiade in three diiJFerent 
quarters, the whole body of Tlafcalans rufhing upon the 
&fmijh defences. Their exertions of vafour were indeed ex- 
traordinary, confidering how unacquainted they were with ^ 
forcing intre'nch|nents ; they climbed upon each others 
ftoulders, afcended the walls, and paid no regard to the 
death of thofe who went before, until themfclves met with 
the fame fate. For feveral hours the battle raged with un* 
paralleled fury ; when at length Xicotencal^ convinced by the 
carnage. of his troops, that perfeverance could ferve no other 
purpofe than procuring the deftrudion of his army, ordered 
the fignal to be made for retreating ; which was no fooner 
obfcrved by Cortez, than he detached a party to harrafs his 
fear, equipped with little bells, that, by the novelty of the 
noife, fpread the utmoft terror among ihe enemy. In the 
purfuit great numbers were flain ; and this complete victory 
was obtained at t(jie inconfiderable «xpence of one Zempoalan 
whowaskiilcd ; an event deemed miraculous, confidering the 
piultitude of darts and arrows that were found within the 
intrenchments. 

It was now obvious to the Tlafcalans that their forcerers ^Ijepecpk 
were miftaken, and defpondc-ncy cnfuod. The Spaniards ^i^^^^ 
were found to be proof againft ftrength and ftratagem, equal- Pl?^^^ ^^^ 
' jy invincible in the middle of the night, as when the fun was f^^^^l; 
to its meridian. The common people grew more clamo- " " -^ 
rousforpeace, the nobility were diffitisfied and divided, and ^^^^' 
roe fenators afliamed and lilent. The magicians were im- 
Oiediately punifljcd, as if this lafi difgrace had been wholly 
•wiDg to their impoftures. Two or three of the priiic' pad 
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were facrificed at the altars, to appeafe the fuppofed indlgna* 
tion of the gods, who afflifted the republick with fuch heavy 
calamities, atid the reft were fevcrcly reprimanded, anddcli* 
Vered over to contpmpt. The majority inclined to peace, and 
applauded the prudence and forefight of MagifcatTun^ whd 
had predicted all that happened ; even the moft incredulous 
believed the Spaniards were afiually thecelcftial beings men- 
tioned in their prophecies. Orders were immediately dif< 
patched to Xicotencal to fufpend hoftilities, and keep on the 
defenfive, until he was made acquainted with the farther re- 
' folution of tjie fenate, and the fuccefs of the pacific nego* 
tiations they propofed eftablifhing. To t)\i^ oiAtr Xtcciencol 
refufed obedience, anfwering with arrogance, " That he 
^^ and his foldiers were the fenate, and would fupport the 
*' honour of the republic, which was now deferted by thofc 
** who were called fathers of their country/* Difappoint- 
inent rendered him quite frantic j he refolved upon another 
aftault in the night, but took his meafures with unufual cau- 
tion. Obferving that the neighbouring peafants carried pro- 
vifions to the Spanijh csLUipy which they exchanged for beads, 
» bells, and other trinkets, he detached forty foldiers in the 
habjt of thofe ruftics, and fent them loaded with pearls, 
fowls, and other provifion, to Cortez, ordering them to mark 
exa£l]y the nature knd firength of the fortiHcatioiis, and 
where they might be forced with the leaft difficulty ; a ftrata- 
gem which fuiHciently demonft rates that this barbarian was 
poileffed of fagacity and a truly military genius, although 
the fchenje proved abortive. The curiofity of thofe fpies 
giving fufpicion, they were feized, and put to the torture, 
until they confefled the whole projedl, and that an aflault 
was that very night to be made by twenty thoufand T/afca* 
lans^ at different quarters of the camp, agreeable, to the 
' direflions they were to bring after infpefling the wbrks. 
Ccrtez^ who was at this time indifpofed, gave the neceffary 
inftru<aions for refiftingthe enemy, and then deliberated on 
the puniftiment of the delinquents, ordering that fourteen 
of the moft obftinate fliould be punilhed with the lofs of 
their ^hands or fingers, and difmifled in that manner, with a 
meiTage to Xicotencal^ that he fent his emifiaries back agai||» 
to acquaint him with the iituation of his fortifications, and 
that he was waiting impatiently for the aiTault. The In£an 
^rmy, that was in ftill march, was firuck with the bloody 
ipe£tacle, and Xicotencal was particularly concerned at the 
difcovery of a ftratagem, in which he refted his laft hopes. 
He perfuaded himfelf, that the fecret thoughts of his people^ 
of whofe iidelity he was confident, muft have been obtained 
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ty^theaffiftance of fome divinity j and juft as he was re<^ol- 
ving this thought in his own mind, ambalTadors arrived froiti 
the fenate, with orders for him to rerign his command, on 
account of hi& infolence and difobedience. All, his officers 
were, befides, prohibited, on pain of death, any longer to 
obey his difedt ions j arid this accident, fo immediately fucceed- 
ing the difcovery of fo deep laid a fcheme, not only broke 
all Xicotencal*^ refolution,. but rendered the ariiiy extremely 
averfc to the profecution of d war attended only with dlfgrace 
and misfortune. The foldiers difperfed with extraordinary 
teadinefs, and took the road of Tlafcaloy leaving theif gene- 
^ ralto return, attended only by his friends and relations, and 
to a[5pear liefore the fenate, to anfwer for his laft afl of 
difobedience. 

Mean time the Spaniards Qox\Km\xtA in tht Mtmoik (ui- The /enaii 
pencei whether they were to cxpcft the enemy. The whole fuesyor 
night they remained in arms, without venturing to take ^ny peace* 
reft, until their fcouts brought word next day that the T/aJ- 
calan carap was removed to a greater diflance. It was on the 
third day that the joyful tiews arfived, that the hoftile enemy 
was broke up ; news that was foon confirmed by the ap- 
pearance of ambaffadors from the fcnate, with terms of paci- 
fication. They apologized for the cohducSl of the republic, 
laying the blame of the war upon the OtomieSy and other 
fierce allied nations, whom the fenate had not been able to 
teftrain. Ahho' Cortez was fenfible of the falfity of this ex- 
€ufe» he fupprefled liis refentment, and only defired the am- 
baffadors to acquaint the fenate, that their propofals of peace 
were extremely agreeable to him; though the fenate muft 
confider, as no flight pjjoof of his goodnefs, that he did not , 
purfue the dilates of revenge, and impofe laws upon them as 
a conqueror. Yet, before he laid himfelf under any 
obligations, he would fee how they pcrfevcred in their refo- 
lution to'merit his friendfliip, and employ the intermediate 
time in appealing his captains, and endeavouring to prevail 
upon them to drop their juft indlgnatiofi. Ih a word, he 
would fufpend the punifhment with an uplifted arm, and 
leave it to the difcretion of theferiate, either to procure pardon, 
orfuftain the. blow which muft put an end to the exiftencc 
of the republic of 77^tWi:7. 

By this anfwer Cortez intended to check the pride of the 
fcnate, and particularly of the friends of Xicotencal^ who 
Jnight poftibly grow jnfolent, on the prefumption that the 
poniards were greatly Weakened, before they would grarit 
peace fo readily. He likewife wanted, that the fame of hi» 
viSories might have time to fpread over iVIexko^ in order to 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. K be 



1 JO ^e Hlfiory of America. 

be afTured what effeft it might produce at the court of MqU^ 
zuma^ whence he fhould be enabled toiquare his condud tQ 
the republic with more advantage to himielf. This meafur.e 
demonftrated the great foreflght of the S^nijh hero ; ^or ever/ 
thing fell out jufl as he expe6)ed. Motexumay who had re« 
gular accoujits from his emiflaries of what was tranfading 
at Tldfcaldy was fo much ftruck with the wonders reported of 
CorteZf that he was re^ol^^ed to (end him an embaiTy) to com- 
pliment him on his conquefis over the republic, and engage 
him by frefli prefents and civilities not to approach nearer to 
his capital, at the fame time that the ambaifadors were in- 
llru£ted to throw all poflible obftrucStion in the way of the 
expe£led pacification between him and the Tlafcalans. Five 
Mexicans^ of theiirft quality, were appointed to execute the 
purpofes of this embafly, and they arrived in the can>p foon 
after the departure of the republican ambafladors. Tliey 
' were received with great ceremony andrefpeS, heard atten- 
tively, and thanked for MoteTjima^s prefent^ valued at a 
' thoufand pieces of eight; but Cortez deferred giving his ao- 
fwer until they fhould have an <ppportunity of feeing the 
Tlafcahn n\ini(ters : a precaution which anfwered more im- 
portant purpofes than ■ the general expected ; for the 
Mexicans were not long kn the Spanijh quarters, before they 
betrayed their whole inftrufiions, by the indifcreet manner 
in which they alked queftions about the negotiation with the 
republic. 
Xicoten- All this while the fenate was exhibiting proofs of their 
ctl comes , defire to regairi the friendfhip and eileem of the Spaniards^ 
amhajfa" who were plentifully fupplied with all manner of provifion by 
dor to thepeafants, at the expence of the republic; ftrid orders 
Cortez. being iflued, not to receive the fmalleft return or reward for 
the provifions. Soon after XicoUncal in perfon, attended by 
fifty gentleYnen of his family, arrived at the quarters, in the 
name of the fenate and republic of Tlafcala ; this nobleman 
having requefted the commiEion out of public fpirit, and, an 
earneft defire to fave his country. He had tried the efforts 
of arms, as long as prudence dictated to him that the Tlaf- 
calans ought to rely upon their own valour ; and now he 
was ambitious of promoting a peace^ becaufe he believed it 
not only falutary to the republic, but the only means by 
which he could merit the good opinion of CorteT^ whom he 
efleemed, and even adored, as a hero, infpired and drifted 
by the gods. He appeared with the open bold air of a fid- 
dler ; and having paid his refpefts to the general, took his 
feat, told his name, and confeffed himfclf the fole author 
of the war, andnhe general of lh<>fc forces who had endea- 
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toured to deftroy the Spaniards ; but, ftruct with their valour 
aud magnanimity, came now, wiih the merit of fubmiflion, 
to put himrdf in the hands of the conqueror, hoping by thrs 
acknowledgnoent to obtain pardon for the republic, whbfe 
name, power, and authority he had to fue for peace, with all 
po£l]^e deference, and to accept tt upon the terms which the 
Spanifi gtncrzi fliould think fit to impofe. *< I aflc this, 
*' bid he, once, twice, thrice, in the name of the fenate^ 
** nobles, and commons of Tlafcala^ intreating you, with all , 
^* eameftnefs, to honour the city with your prefence, where 
'^ you fhall ^nd quarters provided for your men, and all 
** the refpe6): and fervice that can be cxpefted from thofe 
*' who are brave, and fubmit to intreat and obey. I only pray 
^ of you, not as a condition of the peace, but as an a£); of 
^ your own generofity, that the inhabitants be well ufed, 
^ and our gods and wives preftrved from the licentioufnefa 
"ofthefoldiers/' 

OORTEZ was delighted with the noble freedom of the 
Tkfcalan warrior, and dxprefled his fatisfadion in his coun- 
tenance: however, left Xicotencal fliouId miftake the mo- 
tive, and afcribe it to the joy with which he received the 
propofals for peace, he anfwered with the utmoft gravity by 
the interpreter, ** That the republic was highly blameable 
<' for declaring fo unjuft a war, and Xicotencal no lefs faulty 
*^ in proiecuting it with fuch uncohimon obftinacy : how« 
^< ever, that as the Spaniards were averfe to blood, except 
" in cafes of extreme neccffity, and fenfible of the valour of 
** the Tiafcalaniy they granted the peace he defircd, out of 
^ refpeft to the gallant exertions they made in their owa 
*' defence, though upon a miftaken principle \ he Would 
'* favour the city with a vifit, and would be careful that 
^^ no violence or extortion (hould be committed by the 
^'foldiers;" adding, that he would give the fenate timely 
notice of his march, that proper quarters might be provided. 
Xcotencal, who coniidered this as a pretence of Cortez to ex- 
tmine into the fincerity of the Tla/calans, ihewed his concern 
at the fttfpicion, and turning his eyes upon the audience^ 
cried out with vehemence : *' You have reafon, great Teules^ 
**or gods, to chaftife our fincerity" with your diftruft 5 but 
^ if it be not fufficient to gain your credit when the whole 
*' republic of Tlafcala fpeaks to you by the lips of her cap- 
" tain-general, and thefc gentlemen of my retinue, who 
^* are the principal perfons in the commonwealth, I and my 
'* attendants will remain as hofta^esin your hands, and even 
** fubmit to imprifonment, durmg your refidence in our 
** city." This offer, however, was refufcd by Cortez^ who 
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told him, that the Spaniards wanted no other fecurity flirt 
their owa valour ; that he had no doubts of the fincerity of 
the republic, as (he muft know it to be her intereft ; that 
the peace remained firm and fecure ; and that he would pro- 
ceed to Tlafcahy a« foon as the proper difpoiitions were made 
for quitting his prefent fituation, and difpatching the am- 
baffadors of Mote%uma, 
Endesf When the Tlafcalans were gone, the Mexicans ufed their 

'vours of utmoft addrefs to perfugde Cortex^ that no confidence ought 
the Mexi- to be placed in the protedations of a barbarous, perfidious 
can8/0 peeple, who only wanted to draw him ipto an indolent fc-* 
break 0ff curity, the mi)re eafily to dcftroy him and his whole army: 
the wegoti-"^^^ when they found him refolute, Ihey ufed intreaties, and 
atton. requefled, with the utmoft fubmiffioir, that he would defer 
his vifit to Tlajiala for the fpace of fix days, until they could 
inform Moiezuma of what had pafled, and receive his farther 
inftru£lions. Cortez thinking it neceflary to maiitfain the 
refpe<St due to'^fo great a monarch, confented, in hopes of 
removing thofe difficulties which had hitherto obftru<S^ed hit 
requeft of being admitted to the court of Mexico. At the 
expiration of the time limited, the ambafiTadors returned, 
and. with them were fix gentlemen of the royal family, with 
z fplendid attendance, and a prefent ftill more valuable than 
any of the former. They reprefented the great Moiezuma'^ 
profound refpedl for the prince whom the Spaniards obeyed, 
whofc grandeur was fuificiently apparent from the valour of 
his fubjefts. They reprefented, that the emperor found him- 
' felf inclinable to cultivate tl)e friendfbip of their monarch, by 

payfng him a yearly tri&ute, dividing with bim- thofe riches 
in which he abounded ; becaufe he held him in great vene- 
ration, as the offspring of the fun, or at leaft the lord of thofe 
happy regions where light is produced : but that two previ- 
ous conditions were qecqATary to this agreenle»t. The firft 
was, that ifo peace (hould be conclued with the TTafialans^ 
and the fecond, that Cortez (hould lay afide all thoughts of 
marching to Mexico^ as, by the laws of the empire, thefo- 
vereigh could notfuifer himfelf to be approached by ftrangers. 
They concluded' with an inveftive againft the perfidy of the 
Tlafcalans^ the danger into which Cortez was plungitig head- 
long through his own credulity, and the little reafbn which 
the Spaniard* would have to complain of the moft fatal conre- 
quinces, after having fo repeatedly {hut their ears to the 
moft falutdry admonitions. 
: V From the whole of this difcourfe, the fear oi Mottzumffj 

rather than his efteem or veneration for the Spaniards^ was 
very appareat. C<?r/^z deferred his anfwcr, only telling the 

ambafl&dors. 
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imbafTaJors, that it was ^eceflary they ihould take fome reft 
after (o I6ng apd fatiguing a journey. He^was willing they 
ftould be witnefles to the peace concluded with the TbfcAlans^ 
;ind prevented from returning before that event was placed on 
the moff fecure bafis, left Motezuma^ enraged at his refolu- 
tion, ffieuld begin to put himfelf in a pofturc of defence. ' 
Hitherto he knew no preparations had been made, the court 
relying wholly upon the force of prefents, and the exagge- 
rated reprefentation,s of the imperial power 5 and it was his 
bufincfs to keep up this infatuated negligence and fecurity, 
iivhich had taken pofleffion of Motezuma and hjs council. 
Yeti though the delays were necefr;ry to CorteZy they proved 
extremely irkfome to the Tlafcalans, who were refolved, a> • 
the laft proof of their fincerity, that the whole fenate in a 
bodyfliould wait upon him at his quarters, determining not 
to return until they had coodudted the general to their city, 
and broke ofFthe negotiations with the AJexicms ; a rnutual 
Jea'oufy of their ancient rivals, which Cortez kjiew how to 
improve to his own adVantage. The appearance of the fe- 
nate was folemn and numerous ; all being adorned with 
plumes and other ornaments, of fuch colours as denoted their 
properperfons. They were conveyed in litters, fupported 
by the jfhoulders of inferior officers ; Mdg'ifcatzin, that ve- 
nerable ftge, 'who had always favoured the Spaniards^ hold- 
ing the moft diftinguifhed and honourable rank. Next to 
him came the father of Xicotencalj bhnd with old age, but 
vigorous in his intellefts, and extremely refpefted on ac- 
count of his good fenfe and experience. Such was the curi- 
ofity of this old man to become acquainted with Cortez, that 
he advanced before his companions, defired to be led near the 
captain pf the ftrangers, embraced the general with marks of 
fmcerity and extraordinary efteem, and then touched and fett 
him all over, as if he was defirousof fupplyingthe want of fight 
with his hands. Upon this the ambafladors were feated, 
and the blind fage addreffed himfelf to Cortez in a fenfible 
fpeech, in which he apologised for tlie late a£ls of hoftility, 
demanded hisfriendttiip, and afiured him of the fincerity of 
the republic in her propofals of amity. He touched upoii 
the negotiation with the ambafladors of Motezumay and thci'r 
endeavours to fruftrate the pacific defigns of the fenate; and 
exhorted Ci?r/^? not to pay any regard to the^tradudlion and 
infidious fuggeftions of the tyrant, their inveterate enemy ; 
concluding with offers to put the liberties ci Tlafcala 'w\\o 
hishandj, and earneft intreaties that he would take up his 
quarters in the city j a requeft urged with fo much importur 
Rity by the whole body' of the fenate, ^nd fuch appearances ^ 
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of candor and finceri^, as were net to be longed refslted. 
CorteZy therefore, an(wered the fenate with the utmoft civi- 
lity, making prefent^ to each> and paffing Ists wordy, that as 
foon as he could aflemble the people from the villages neceC- 
fary for Cbndufting bis artillery, he would fet out for Tla/cala^ 
admonifhing the fenate, and indeed exerting his authority, 
to oblige them to return, as he could not lodge them with 
the conveniency due to their rank, quality, and friendihip. 
With this promife they departed ; and fcarce hs^d the fun ap- 
peared next morning, when the Spamards found fiv^e hundred 
Tamenesy or carriers, at their quarters, fo officious to do 
them fervice, that they difputed who ibould have the honovr 
of bearing the heavieft burdens. Every thing being now in 
readinefs, the Spaniards began their march with all the order 
and caution conftantly obfcrvcd by this little army. On every 
Cortez fide the fields were crouded with fpeflators, and the air was 
mtdes his fiHed with cries of joy and loud acclamations. The (enate 
public en- came a confiderable way out of the city to meet the Spaniards^ 
T\^\ ^^'^ all the pompobferved in public folemnitiesi and having 
iaicala. p^y ^^^^ compliments, furrounded the perfon of the gene- 
ral, and conduded him to Tlafcala. When they entered 
the city, the rejoicings became louder and more tumultuous, 
^uman voices being mixed with the harfh muiic of the Indian 
flutes, horns, and drums, and the croud fo great, that the 
Sectem- ^^^ers of the fenate found the utmoft difficuky in clearing a 
ber z% ' P^ff^gc fo'* the proceffion. Women Ifrewed flowers in the 
icig, * ftreets, and fome of greater refolution preffed through the 
concourfe, and put garlands into the hands of the foldiers, 
while the priefts, in their facrificing habits, offered incenfe, 
and a variety of perfumes to their noftrils. All (hewed the 
fincerity of their hearts in their countenances ; but in general 
the joy of the people yielded to wonder and veneration at the 
appearance and valour of the ftrangers. The quarters aifi^* 
ed were extremely commodious, the whole Spanijh army 
being lodged in adjoining fpacious apartments in contiguous 
fquares. Cortez carried with .him the ambafladors of 
Motezuma^ &nd lodged them, at their defire, under his 
own proteftion, as they fecmed terribly apprehenfive of fome 
violence from the Tlafcala^. Every day brought frefh tcfti- 
raonies of the real efteem in which the Jlafcahns held the 
Spaniards ; though they ventured to complain of their going 
armed, as if they ftill entertained fufpicion of the fincerity of 
the republic : a neceflary caution^ which Cortez excufed, by 
alluring them it was the puftom of his country, and arms a 
paVt of the drefs and equipage of a foldicr, which he never 
laifi afide in the moft peaceable times^ becaafe they inured 

him 
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kim to fatigue, obedience^ and vigilance. ^In a word, during 
tbe fpace of twenty days, which the Spaniards continued in 
Tlafcaky not a fmgle a^ of offence pafled on either fide, and 
the bafis of a firm alliance was laid between the two nations, 
of fo much confequence to the future conqueft, that to tliis 
da; the inhabitants of this province enjoy a variety of privi- 
leges and exemptions, in reward of their fciendihip and . 
fidelity. 

In thofe days the city of Tlafcala was poor, but populous ; Defirip^ 
poor we m^an with refpedl to gold and fi)ver, tho the inha- tion rfthi 
bitants enjoyed moft of the conveniences of life wkhout the city and 
luxurious, and were fo abftemious and ftrongly attached to frwuici. 
liberty, that they eat all their food without fair, rather than « 
carry on any intercourfe with Adotezuma. The town was 
buikupon four eminences, differing in height, and at a fmal! 
diilance from each other, ftretching in length fromeafl to 
weft, and being naturally fortified by rocks, precipices, and 
fieep afcents. Thefe hills were divided into four wards, each 
governed by a cazique, under the authority of the fenate^ 
Sic fupreme Icgiflative and executive power. They were 
united and joined by feveral ftreets, lined with thick waUs, 
that ferved as a defence where the natural fituation was not 
thought fuficiently ftroiig. The houfes were low, confift- 
ins^y of one floor, the roofs flat, and decorated with 
galleries. Tbe flreets utrere narrow and crdoked, and the 
whole contrived more for external fecurity, than internal 
convenience* The circuijt of the province was about fiftjf 
leagues, the country ragged and mountainous, but extremfly 
fertile in the valleys, all of which were fmely watered. The 
adjacent provinces Were all fubjeA to Motezuma ; but the 
republic was divided frbni them by rough high mountains^ 
as if nature bad provided a barrier for thd defence of the li- 
berties of this warlike people. The Totonoquesj Otomies^ 
and other fiercer mountaineer^ who had ^preferved their 
freedom, were in &x\8t alliance with the republic ; whicb;^ 
befides the capital we have defcribed, wa» filled with other 
towhs and large villages. From the earliefl infancy the 
Ihfcalans wtre zdiiSttd to arms and fuperflition. Their 
valour was diftinguifbed over all Mexico ; and this natural 
courage was direded by (kill in martial exploits, to which 
all degrees of men were exercifed. Such was the abundance 
oi Indian wheat ih this provinee, that from thence it was 
called tlafcaUty or th^ land of bread ; be(ide$ which it pro« 
duced great abundance of delicious fruits, game, and that 
valuable commodity cochineal, of the ufe of which the 
'^ ' ' were ignof ant, regarding it only as an ufelefs ex- 
it 4 crefcencf 
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crefcjence of the plant they caller! Tuna^ though it has fince , 
been difcovered to be a female infc(5^. ^With all thofcblcf- 
fings of plenty and fecurjty, Tlafcala had its inconve- 
niences, particularly by being expofed to great tempefts and 
dreadful hurricanes, as well as to the inundations of the river 
Zahul^ which frequently dpftroyed (he h^rveft, and even the 
towns of the TlaJcaUns^ unlefs they happened to be fituated . 
on high eminences. To thefe wc piay add the want of fait, 
3 commodity of which the Tlafcalans were fond, tho' the 
country produced none j and they were too bbftiiiate in 
their enmity to be fupplied from fllexico. 

Such was the charader of this republic^ at the time it . 
was conquered by CorieZy and linked by ties of perpetual a- 
ipitytohis intereft ; and we have been the more particular 
fn defcribing this commoriwealth) betayfe the Tlafcalan^ 
were extremely inftrumental in all the future conquefts made 
in New Spain^ by which name the empire of Mexicg boga^ 
9t this time to be diftinguifhed ^AJ. • ' 

Aftei^ 



(A) It may be neceffary on 
this occifion to take notice of 
the means by which the Spa- 
niards fell upon a difco very, 
which afterwards proved, of the 
utmoft importance, though ic 
was then regaided only as a 
matter of curiofity. From the 
highed eminence on which the 
city r/<2/f/7/«wasfituated, might 
be feen the volcano of Pppoca- 
tepecy which fent forth a con- 
ilanc fmoke, at which the In- 
4ian5 were no way terrified, be- * 
caufe it was ufual. While Car* 
$ex reiided here, the volcano be* 
gan to look unufaally cloudy : 
it vomited fmoke and flame 
with fuch violence, that the 
iiiperftitious Tlafcalans prefaged 
fome /terrible calamity to their 
republ^iCf The flame and fire was 
9 phxRomenofi to which they 
had. not been accuftomed^ and 
tliey explained it, by alledging, 
that thofe fparks of light whith 
(3id not again return to the vol- 
^anO| were the foub of tyran^ 



ftnt abroad to chaftiife the earth, 
and were the inftrameiitt of the 
divine vengeance. • This no- 
tion gained credit with Ma^f- 
catsan, and fome of the greateft 
perfonages of the fiate ; although, 
their underiUnding in other re- 
fpeds were clear and extenfive, 
and they were entertaining Gr- 
fez wich their wild fuperflitionSii 
when Diego Ordaz came to a(k 
his leave to afcend the top of 
the mountain, to examine the 
volcano more accurately ; a re- 
quefl which oreatly aftoAifhed 
the affrighted Tia/calanst who 
regarded him as Httie^ better 
. than a madman, or elfe a being 
coafcious of his own Jmmor-^ 
tality. Cortex yielded to the 
pre^og inllauces of Or/<vs, who^ 
accoqipanied by two foldiers, 
yei^tured to the vtry mbutb of 
the gulph, at the bottom of 
which he difcovered a great 
mafs of liquid fire ; whence he 
conjedured, that the bowel^ 
of the mt>ufttain muft abound 
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After CorteT. had redded fomc days at Tlafcala^ and by • . 

the mutual civilities which pafled between his people and the 
republicans, convinced the Mexican ambaffaxlors of the foli-» 
dity of the peace, he thought proper to difpatch them with '"^ 

refpeftful compliments to MoUzuma^ without relinquiihing 
his preteniiens to vifit the court of that prince. He then 
\ made preparations for advancing towards the capital, whilo 
the Tlafialans endeavoured all in their power to put off th« 
time of his departure, by amufing the Spaniards with feftivals, 
'public entertainments, dancing after their manner, and 
feats of dexterity and agility. At I aft the day for (he march 
being appointed, a difpute arofe, whether they (hould march 
I through Cholu^ay a populous city attached to Motezuma^ ar 
take a longer and lefs convenient rout, rather" than run any 
i hazard. Cortez himfelf was difpofed to the former; but 
I thQ-TIafcalam ufed all thejr influence to difluade him from 
I therefolution. Mean time new ariibafladors, with another 
I prefent, canie from Motezumay and by their behaviour de^ 
termined Cortez in his fentiments. l^hey told him their 
monarch had now condefcended to fuffer himfeJf to be vifited 
by the Spaniards ; and that he had provided quarters for them 
ztChoIulay and evtry thing which could render thejournej^ 
agreeable and eafy. This fudden change in M9tezuma*% 
councils and behaviour, afforded fufpicion that fome deep 
ftratagem was intended ; however, this only ferved to con- 
firm his refolution of going by Chotula^ left his betraying any 
fymptoms of fear might ihfpire the enemy with courage; 
and that he might likewife have an opportunity of trying his 
flrengtb_with Motezuma^ before he found himfelf inclofed in 
the heart of his empire. The Tlafcalans vftr^ certain that 
treachery was at the bottom "of Motezuma*% affefted kind- 
'^ iiefs, and therefore renewed their inftances ; but Cortez^ 
wi)o affe£ted being fuperior to cunning and ftrength, laid 
before them fuch arguments in fupport of his opinion, that ' 
they ac^uiefced ; even Magifcatzin and Xicotencal applauded 
his magnanimity and judgrnentf 

^thfulphur^and^isconjedlare titles, of which he made gow^ 

was proved by experiment in der, which proved fo eflential 

conrfe of the conquefl of Mexico, to the fuccefs of the expedition. 

The army being in great wapt that Ordaz, the diicoverer, was 

of powder when C^r/^s entered rewarded for an adibn, which, 

that coantty a fecond time, he at the time, was deemed raih 

recoUe£led the volcano in T/a/- curiofity, and had for his arms 

(0^, feat thither to look for the burning mountain. Dc ^4- 

fi)lf hur, and foand great ^^all- //V, lib. iii. c^. iv. 

Serous 
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Cortex Bbpor£ C^rte^ begun his march, he received new marki 

frtpares to of fufpicion that the jpt^oph of Choiuk were but little difpofed 
march/or i© his fervicc, and he took notice to the Mexican ambafladors 
Cholula. of hisftirprize th€y had not favoured him with an embafiy^ 
if they entertained the friendly fentiments which they alledgeo, 
a^ even thofe caxiques, who never expected him into ti^eir 
country, had ihewn him this piece of refpei^* The apology 
which the ambafladors made ferved rather to confirm than 
remove fuf^cion; they afcribed the conduct of the ChoUdani 
to inadvertency^ and endeavoured to repair the omiilion by 
giving thera notice of the opinion of the Spaniards : in con- 
fequence of which, four Indians czme to Tlafcalay in quality 
•f ambafladors, but of fo mean rank, that Corttj: refufed ad« 
sniting them to an audience ; telling the Mexicans^ that 
certainl^y the people of Cholula were very little acquainted 
with the modes of civility, when they made amends for a ne- 
gled;, by adding ill-manners and difcourtefy. When Carta 
drew out his troops to begin their march, he found an army 
of llafsalani in the field, whofe officers had orders from th6 
fenate to obey his orders, and attend him not only to Cholula^ 
but as Car as Mexico ; where they fuppofed be would meet 
with the greateft dangers and difficultiie«« This body of 
troops wa^ very confiderable i and fome writers enlarge fo 
far, as to affirm it amounted to one hundred thdufand men : 
, certain it i^^ that the fiowei; of the republic's forces was call- 

ed forth on this occafion ; and that, although Cortex, refufed 
the obligation, he exprefSsd hh fenfe of this proof of the af- 
fe£ltton of the Tkfcalans by the moft endearing expreffioos. 
He reprefcinted to the fenate the inconvenience confequent oil 
the march of {o large an army, efpecially as his deiigos 
were pacific ;* and procured their content that he (hould be 
attended only by a few companies of their , people ^ which, 
himfelf acknowledges, 4n his relation, amounted to fix thou* 
Yand men : though Herrera reduces them to half that num- ' 
ber. The firft day's march brought Cortez within a league 
of Cholula^ and he encamped all night in the fields, rather 
than expofe his troops to the danger of ftratagems in the 
idark> in a place with which he was entirely unacquainted. 
Next morning, as he drew near, an embaify, of better ap- 
pearance than the former, came out to meet him, bringing 
a prefent of all kinds of provifion, and excufing the caciques 
for not waiting upon the general at Thfcala^ under pretence 
that it was an enemy's cot^ntrry. They offered him quartern, 
and exprefled the great joy which it gave the. inhabitant^ of 
Cholula^ to have an opportunity of entertaining firaiigers fo 
amiable for their generofity, and renowned far thcrr valour; 

and 



Did e^tf appearxftce^ »9 they advanced, feenied to declare 
tke fmcerity of their profeffion. As he drew near the cit/y 
the prk&s met him with a numerous attendance of unmar- 
ried people ; the road wa» lined with a multitude^ who ex<« 
preSbd their fati$fadion by their iicdamations ^ and' except 
that the people of Cholula obje£ted againft admitting their 
eoenier, the Tkfcalansy into their city, there was not a cir« 
ctfflftance paflled, but what tended to confirm the Spamartb^ 
lA the opinton, that animofity had di&ated the unfarourafate 
defcription of the Cholulamy white they Ihred at Tkfccia^ 
This ob|e£tion, indeed, was extremely reafonable ; never^-* 
tfaele&. It would have difeoncerted the general, had not 
tbofe friendly Indians voluntarily I'emoved arl) difficulties, bjr 
ofering to take up their iparters without the gates, in » 
place whenice they might quickly come to the defence of 
' their friends, fince they refolved, contrary to all advice and 
reafon, to be duf»ed by the appearances of traitors. The jig entm 
Spaniards, m^d^ their entry, amidfta prodigious concourfe of /^^/^//^ 
the inhabitar^», who rent the iky with their ihouts, ftr^wed dj/coversm 
the groand with flowers, and gave every poffible dcmonftra- confpiracy^ 
tion of the moft hearty reception ; but in lefs than two Ax^ttmdfmn^m^ 
rheir treachery was difeovered by a fortunate accident, whiqli *s it 'with 
probably faved the Spaniards frQtii utter deftru£tion. DonnaA^'^'tJ^ 
Marina, who attended C^rttz in all bis adTenturea fince 
l|i^ arrival on the contiffent, had gained the friendfliip of af» 
ancient Indian l;ady in the town, of confiderable diftindion* 
This lady bemoaned A^rina^s captivity, and endeavoured t& 
perfuade her to for fake thofe abominable ftrang^rs^ mvi 
take ref\jge in her houfe^ This propofal created fofj^ctoii 
in the breaft of Marina ; and that flte might dive to th^ 
bottonv of the fecret, (he complained of the hard ufage ihe^ 
i^et wkh, accepted of the friendly invitation, and perfedljr 
gained the confidence of the old lady, who acquainted her 
2iat it was abfolutely n^cefiary ibe mould efclapc frbm tto 
Sfanifi quarters, for that the time appointed fi)r the deftrue^ 
tion of the firangers was near, and it Would be a pity that ib 
valuable a woman (houM perifh with them. Jmtezmut^ 
ihefi»dy had prepared twenty thoufand men,.at a fmall diftancq^ 
to make fure of the defign^ fix thoufand chofen men, of that 
body, had already been privately introduced In fmall partiet 
into the city, and abundance of arms had been diftributed- ^ 
among the inhabitants;,, quantities of flones carried up to thai 
tops of the houfes, .and deep trenches cut aci^ofs the ftreets^ 
with (harp ftakes fixed in the bottom, covered over at tho 
top with earth on flight fupporters, and railed in^ infucb t 
o^oaer, that the cavalry (hould be direded-tt> Ae traM- 
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She faid that Mot€%ufna had given direSions, that all ihould 
Ue put to the fword, except a few, which h& ordered to be 
fent aliv^ to Mexico^ to gratify his curio(ity,-and facrifice to 
bis gods ; and that he had presented the citizens with a gold 
drum, curioufly embo/Ted, to encourage them to the en- 
Cerprize. 

This intelligence was of the utmoft importance, and 
Marina loft no time in communicating it to the general. 
Under pretence of carrying off her jewels and valuable eiFeds, 
Ihe went immediately to his quarters, laid the whole before 
him, and returned foon enough to have the old lady feized, 
without the fmaileft difturbanc^ or fufpicion that the confpi- 
racy was deteded. Upon^iiiFther examination, and threats 
of punifliment, the W/<7« lady not ooly confirmed the in- 
telligence of Marina^ but added a variety of other particu- 
lars, which would have fet the truth of the- fa6l beyond all 
difpute, had it not likewife been ascertained by a variety of 
-other circumftances taken notice of by the TIafcalans and Zern^ 
T poalans^ who obferved the inhabitants removing the^ families 

and effefts in the night. Upon this Corte% refolved to take 
fignal vengeance, but fiill to appear to the Mexican a'mbaf- 
fadors in his quarters, as if he entertained no fuipicion of 
Matezunuu -Befides, he fell upon a ftratagem to render hrs 
revenge more complete, and at the fame time lefs hazard- 
ous. 'Suppreffing every iign of the difcovery he had made| 
he ient for the caziques of the city, and publifhed his march 
for next day, demanding the neceflary provifions, Tamenes 
to carcy:his baggage and artillery, and two thoufand men to 
accompany him, in imitation of the TIafcalans and Z^mpoa- 
hns. The armed men were fent with the greateft readinefi, 
becaufe the caziques imagined, that, by introducing tbofe 
concealed enemies among the Spaniards^ they could have 
them to advantage when occafion offered ; and Coriez ac- 
cepted them, as he wanted to divide the enemy,^and to have 
in his power a part of the traitors, whom be defigned to 
chaftife. Notice, at the fame time was fent to the Tlafcalanu 
to hold themfelves ready to aft upon the firft difcharge of the 
fire-arms, and advance to the city, bringing with them all 
the people they found in. arms. The aftnbaflfadors of M<ste' 
, xuma were given to underftand, that the confpiracy was dif' 
covered, though Corte:^ pretended to believe that the court 
had no ihare in it; and they were laid under a gentle con- 
firaint, to prevent tlieir having any communication with the 
Ch$ldansy until he had completed his proje£t of revenge. As 
to the two thoufand ChoJulans fent to attend him on his march,' 
they were divided into fmall parties, under pretence of be- 
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jtf| irfcorporatcd with the Spaniardiy and then confined urf- _ 
dcr a guard in different fquares. Having thus made his dif- 
pofitions, and iflued out the proper inftrudlions, Cortex, 
mounted his horfc, and ordering the city-caziques to be 
brought before him, told them, that now their bafe defigns 
were difcovcred, and their pufiifhment fixed. In order to 
juftify himfetf, he ordered them to be confronted by donna 
Mar'my the old Indian lady, and certain priefts, from whom 
he extorted a confeflioh. He then fell upon the Indians kept 
ifldie fquares, and put all to the fword, except a few, whofe 
agility enabled them to efcape by flight, and climbing over 
the walls. At the fame time t\it Tlafialans cnttxt^j ^f^^f^" 
able to the iignal, and made dreadful flaughter, facrihcing 
all before them with fire and fword. 

Nor were the Cholulans idle ; perceiving they were now 
engaged in open hoflilities, they called in the remainder of 
the Mexulafi army, and joining in a large fquare, in which 
ftood three or four large temples, they filled the towers and 
porches with foldiers, and threatened a refiftance, which could 
only be furmrounted by fetting fire to the temples, and playing 
Upon them with the artillery. This Cortex efFefled with ad- 
mirable addrefs, while the Tlafcalans were attacking thfe rear 
of the enemy ; by which means the Cholulans were entirely 
fubdued, after feveral thoufands of their people, and of the 
Mexican foldiers, perifhed. The fame method was pradifed 
at the other temples, to which the people efcaped as the 
ftrongeft defences. Afterwards they ranged through the 
"Whole city, and drove out both inhabitants and Mexicans, 
until they gained entire pofleiiion, and blood ceafed to flow 
for want of enemies. More than fix thoufand dead bodies 
were found in the ftreets and' temples, the confpiraCy was 
tntirely defeated, the Cholulans were feverely punifhed for 
their treacherous projedl, the valour of the Spaniards 
Was fully eftabliflied, and the Tlafcalans not only pleafed 
with the deflrudioil of their enemies, but inriched 
widi plunder, efpecially fait, to them the mofl ineftimable 
bootyi which they immediately fent home in great quantL-> 
tics. Foreign writers have accufed the Spaniards of cruelty 
npon this occafion ; but It is fufficient only to their juftifica- 
tion to reflect upon the provocation, and the neceffity they 
were under of feverely puni&ing fo deep laid a fcheme of 
treachery. It is much to the honour of Cortex^ that he no 
fconer furmounted danger, than he gave proofs of his de- 
tncncy. The prifoners and Motcxu>na*s ambaflTadors being 
^llcd before him, he reprefented to them the crimes of 
which the Cbolulam had ti^een guilty, as an apology for the 

rigour 
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rigour of the chaftifement, and then affuring Aem that he 
had laid afide his refentment, he pubiiAied a generjal pardofl| 
f eleaied all the priibners, and made k hiS' requeft thait the 
people (bould return to their former habitations and employ- 
ments, as if nothing extraordinary bad bappened. * He like- 
wifeobliged the 77<2^a/aMi to reftore all the booty they had 
taken, excepting the fait, and gained {o much confidence to 
his profeffions, that the Chohlans returned to the city with 
their families, opened their (hops, performed thetr fever«l 
occupations, were reunited to the 72(^Y7£7f7f, and again re- 
ftored to the bieffings of tranquillity under the prote<3ion of 
the Spaniards. It was one of the iineft firokes of the policy 
of Cortez, to engage the affections of the nations he had con- 
quered, to efface their Qiutual animofities, and unite them 
all in his own alliance and intereft. By his addrefs he fub- 
Herecon^ dued, in a few days, the ancient enmity fubfifting between 
€ihs the the flafcalans and Cholulans^ and fet on foot a treaty of alliance, 
Tlafca- vrhich was conErmed by both parties ; the aft of confederacy 
^y^^ being celebrated in the prefence of the magiftrates of both 
J "* cities, with the folemnities ufually obfcrved on thofe occa^ 
^^^ fions by the Indians. This mediation was of the grpatcft ' 
confequence to him, as it opened the way fOr fupplies from 
TChJcala-i and alfo for a retreat, ihould circumftances turn out 
• contrary to expeftation. 

Having thus compleated his bufinefs at Cholula^.he per- 
mitted feveral Zempoalansj who defued it, to return, fending 
by them letter? to Juan Efialanii governor of Vera CruZf 
acquainting him with his progrefs, and advifing him to 
ftrengthen the colony by new fortifications. Hjb likewife 
fent a ^refent to thecaziqu^ of Zempoalaj recommending tP 
his care the Spaniards left in his diftri<3:^ and then, after re^ 
liding in Cbolula four or 6ve days, wajs preparing to begin bif 
, march, when another embaffy arrived from MoUWM* 
That prince was ilefirous to efface all the fufpicions which 
the Spaniards might entertain that he was concerned in thi:' 
confpiracy of Cbolula, Accordingly the ambaiTadors thank" 
cd Coriez for having chaftifed that treacherous people as 
they deferved j fetting forth the emperor's indignation at 
their perfidy, with proteftations, every fyllable of which 
the Spaniards knew to be falfe, though they prudently con^ 
cealed their fentiments. The meifage was accompanied 
with a magnificent prefent, intended to lull CorUz into fe- 
curity, ana draw him into another ambuih prepared, of 
Jlvoids a ^hich he had notice in his march from the cazique of Gua-^ 
/nave l^id jq^i^^q^ The Mexicans had placed a great number of roco 

f^ '^ in ambufli on th^ further fide of the. mountaiA of GhakfS 
Mexicans. , ^^^ 



ne Hiftory sf America. t4i 

OTCf whidi the Spaniards muft paft, flopped up the rojpal 
road which leads to the province of that name, with great 
ftones and trees, and opened and fmoothed another road, 
which would iead Cortix into an impradicable pafs, where 
his fo!diers would be intangied in precipices, and put out of 
all condition to defend themfelves agaii^ft the intended at- , 
tack. Cortevi was incenfed at the intelligence ; but he re<^ 
ftrained his refentment, in order to be aflured of the truth of 
the allegation. When he came to the place where the two 
roads divided, he a&ed Motezfinu^s ambafladors, who were 
near his perfon, what thofe two road$ meant? and they an*^ 
fvered, *^ that the beft was levelled for the conveniency of 
^' his troops, as the other fiopt up was craggy and diiE- 
" cult.** To which Cortez repHedi without hedtation, *• Yoa 
I *' are but little acquainted with my people : they will march 
; ^ in this way that you have blocked up, for no other reafon 
i " than its difikulty 3 for the Spaniards^ whenever they have 
^* it in their optipn, always incline to that which is attended 
^^ withinoft difficulty and danger;*' and faying this, be or- 
dered the Indians to advance, and clear away all the obftacles 
Tirhich had been raifed to his paflage; leaving the ambafla« 
dors in admiration at his fagacity, and fully perftiaded that 
his refolution was guided by fome divinity. This artful ufe 
Coriez made of his intelligence to keep up the reputation of 
his forefight, avoid the ftratagem laid by Motezuma^ and yet 
feem as if he entertained no diftruft of the good intentions 
of that monarch. As to the Mexicans^ in ambufcade, thejr 
no fooner perceived the Spaniards taking the royal road, than 
not doubting but their defign was difcovered, they retreated 
with as much confternation as if they had been adually de« 
feated \ijl battle s by which means the Spaniards were left a 
free paflage. 

These accumulated difappointments broke the fpirit of 
the haughty M^ezuma. . He fiu£tuated between contending 
opinions and paffions, and at length gave himfelf up to the 
moft cruel devotion, facrificing hecatomes of wretched hu- 
man beings at the altars of his gods, to appeafe their fup- 
pofcd refentment. The contradidory oracles uttered by his 
idols entirely diikeartened his imagination, fome admoniming 
him to open his gates to the ftrangers, that be might there* 
^) fecure them all for a facrifice ; while others advifed to 
l^^ep them at a diftance, and endeavour to deftroy theoi 
without endangering bis perfon. The laft difappomtmcnt 
^rove him almoft to madnefs, and (ilenced his oracles and 
<^ounfeliors, who now left him to be diredked by the magt^ ^ • 

^ians and forcerers 5 a fet of men in the highcft reputation iit 

Mixico, 
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Mexico* The fociety of necromancers were ordered to tat* 
the field, and by their inchantments either to deftroy^the 
Spaniards^ or at lead fo to confoUnd their counfels and ftupify 
their intelletSls, fo as they might become an eafy conqueft. 
If they fucceeded in this, they were to be rewarded beyond 
expectation; but if they failed^ they ihould be treated as im- 
poftors, and punifhed with the utmofl feverity. The magi- 
daps, either confident of their own powers, or afraid to dif- 
cover the cheat with which they had fo long deluded the pub- 
lic, afiembled in numerous companies, and fet out agalnll; 
the Spaniards, They were in the army which fled from 
CbalcQ'y and finding all tiieir circles and. arts vain, they re- 
turned to Mote%umay with a dreadful ftory of the devil's hav- 
ing appeared to them, with affurances that nothing could le- 
fift the Spaniardsy for the gods had deferted the 'Mexicans^ 
and taken part with the Itrangers. Upon hearing which 
Motezuma exclaimed, " What can we do if, our gods for* 
•' fake us ? Let the flrangers tfome, and the heavens fall upoa 
V- us» To hide our heads, or turn our backs on misfortune, 
^ ^* would be difhonourable. I only lanfent the old men, wo- 
•' men, and children,who cannot defend themfelves:" a reflec- 
tion which Hiewed the natural elevation of his foul, although 
power had rendered him a prey to his paflions. From this 
time the emperor and the whcjle court began to make prepa- 
rations for entertaining the Spaniards^ believing that their 
prophecies were how fulfilled, 'and that the ftrangers 
were a(9ually the orientajifts mentioned in their tradi- 
tions, who were to conquer the country with the affiflance 
of the gods ; ah opinion that was corroborated by the 
aflonifhing actions of the Spaniards^ and the marvellous figns 
and prodigies which had lately appeared in the heavens. 
. Hence it was that anqther cmbafTy, more fplendid than any 
of the preceding, was difpatched to Cortez^ headed by 
prince Caminatzln^ nephew to Motezuma^ and lord of Ti- 
zeuco, / 

At this time Cor,ie% had defcended without impediment 
from the mountain of Chalco^ and advanced through a beau- 
tiful country, filled with groves and gardens, that fpokcthc 
bounty of nature, and the force of culture, as far as 
Amemuay where he halted. Here be received the conipli- 
ments of the adjacent caciques,, who appeared exceedingly 
refcrved before the Mexican ambafladors, but in private de- 
clared freely their deteflation of the royal tyrant, whom they 
taxed with cruelty and opprefTion ; ^ddding with tears, that 
they were forced to furrender their women as z: tribute to 
.fais lufl> aiid that of his miniflers, who chofe and rejected 

- them 
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tliem at pieafure : nor were the mothem arms a fecurity to 
their daughters, or the nuptial- bed any protcfiion to a vMe. 
The army was encamped at Ametntca when the prince.of J^frf/<v#/ 
Caminatzin arrived, attended by four of the firft grandees aSanem^ 
Mexicffj and carried in a fine chair, covered with plumage ^'^Jfyfrom 
of the moft beautiful colours finely difpofed, and fupported Motczu- 
by the ftioulders of fome officers of his family. On bis "*•» 
alighting, troops of Indians ran before to clear and fweep 
the way, and Gottiz weiit to receive him to the door of bis 
apartment. When the proper compliments had pafled, the 
prince took his feat with an eafy majeftic air, and began 
with welcoming Cwtez^ and the Spanijh captains, to tbe^ 
Mexican dominions : he acquainted them with the amicable 
difpofition with which Moiezunta expected their vifit, and 
how much he defired to eftablifli a firm and lafting friendfliip 
with the powerful eaftern prince, whom they acknowledged 
as their matter, and whofe power Motezuma was obliged to 
confefs, for certain reafons which they fhould learn from his 
own lips. He concluded with compliments and apologies 
for the difficulties which Coriez muft encounter in bis way to 
Mexico, owing to the fcarcity of provifions, and the late 
barrennefs, which had left the people dellitute ; but in fuch a 
manner as if he would diflTuade the Spaniards frotn the Jour- 
ney, at the fame time that he feemed to invite them. Cortex 
eafily penetrated into the defign of this difcourfe, and an- 
fwered it as he had always done upon fimilar occafions, by re- 
prefenting the pleafure which tht Spaniards had infurmount** 
ing difficulties, the importarKe of his ownembafiy, and how 
much it would tend to the mutual advantage of the monarchs 
their fovereigns^ that he {hould be admitted to a perfonal in- 
terview, which he now accepted from Motezuma^ by the 
report of his anibafiador and kinfman, i^ith the moft pro»> 
found acknowledgments. 

Such an anfwer convinced the prince that all attempts to 
divert his intention would be to no purpofe ; he therefore 
waved the fubjeft, and, after receiving fome prefents from 
Cartez, accompanied the army to Tezeucoj the capital of his 
dominions, and then repaired to Mexico to report the ifRie of 
his embafTy. The Spaniards were highly delighted and afto- 
niflied at the fight of this beautiful city, the iecond in Mexico 
for extent, and the firft for antiquity. The front of all the 
buildings was extended on the borders of a fpacious lake, in 
a delightful fituation, where the great caufeway of Mexico be- 
gan ; over which Coriez purfued his march, without flopping 
at Tfzeucoj his defign being to r^ach Iztoapaiapaj from 
whence he could march with eafe next day to Mexico. At 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII, L this 
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this place the pavement was twenty feet in breadtli, t)u8( 
with large ftones cemented with lime, and adorned with 
fome works that anfwered the double purpofe of ftrength 
and ornament. The cazique of ^itlavaca came put with a 
great retinue to meet Coriez^ defiring he would honour his 
town with a vifit, which he. did not care to refafe, notwith- 
ftanding he had fome fufpicion of treachery, and the place 
lay out of his way in purfuing the dire<5l road to the capital 
of the empire. To ^uiilavaca the Spaniards gave the name 
Venezuehy OT Little Venice^ becaufe like that famous city it 
fofe out df the waters ; and here Cortez propofed making 
ibme ftay, both that he might not difoblige the cazique, and 
that he might have an opportunity of obferving the fituation 
of the lake, cities, and caufeways, with every thing which 
could either forward or obftrud): his march, (hould the i{/^;r/« 
ians refolve to cut down the bridges, ^itlavaca commands 
a profpeft of the greater part of the lake of Mexico^ than 
which nothing can be more beautifully diverfified with ci- 
ties, towns, paved ways, and veiTels in perpetual motion. 
Trees and gardens feemed to float upon the water, and to 
grow, as in their proper element ; a fight which at the fame 
time raifed the afionifbment of Cortez^ and roufed his ambi- 
tion. The army was abundantly fupplied with provifion, 
and well accommodated with quarters ; the people enter^ 
tained the Spaniards with chearfulnefs, and every a<Slton was 
performed with that politenefs, which ihewed that they par- 
took of the manners of a court, and improved by their vici- 
nity to the capital. It was a peculiar encouragement to 
Cortez^ that the caziques of the whole country through which 
he pafTed, exprefled the fame fentiments with refpe6l to Mh^ 
iezuma: they detefled his tyranny, but they dreaded his 
power ; and although they {hewed their inclination to break 
their fetters, and received the Spaniards as perfons deftined 
for their deliverance, yet fo habituated were they to flavery, 
and fo often had they bled under the fcourge of his cruelty, 
that they could fcarce elevate their fouls to the pleafmg 
profpedl of liberty. Poffibly they imagined, from a certaia 
foreboding which the mind fometimes has of future calami- 
ties, that the ftrangers would deliver them from the yoke of 
Motezumaj only to fubjeft them to a flill more rigorous bon- 
dage. 

As Cortez had altered his rout to oblige the cazique of 
^itlavacOy he was under the neceffity of again proceeding 
to Iztoapalapa 'in his way to Mexico. Forming his army as 
well as the caufeway would allow, eight men a-breaft, he be- 
gan his march at the head of fou; hundred and fifty Spa- 
niards 
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mords fB), and above fix thoufand Indians allies, and with- 
out any remarkable adventure reached Iztoapalapa before the 
evening. The manner of building, the elegance of archi- 
tejSure, richnefs of furniture, number of houfcs, and po- 
puloufnefs of the place, furprifed the Spaniards, It con- 
tained above ten thoufand habitations, many of vi^hich were 
fuperb edifices ; either rifing out of the waters, or fronting 
the lake. The cazique of this and fome other towns came 
out with numerous retinues, and prefents of fruit and pro* 
vifions, to meet Cortez^ and accompanied him in his entry 
amidft fuch loud acclamations as evinced the fincere wel- 
come of the inhabitants. The Spaniards were lodged in the 
palace, and the Indian auxiliaries- in courts and fquares, co- 
vered over with cotton cloths, where they could fecurely 
and commodioufly pafs oveT the night. In the palace were 
magnificent apartments, adorned with paintings on cottoa 
of great ingenuity, arid roofed with cedar prettily covered, 
the town was watered with a number of fountains, convey- 
ed by a variety of aquedufis from the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and adorned with feveral pleafant, large, well 
cultivated gardens. The cazique's garden, in particular, 
into which he oondufted the Spaniards^ would have refledcd 
iionour upon the tafle of a people who had made greater 
progrefs in the polite arts. 

Having fufficiently amufed himfelf with the beauties ofandar* 
iztoapalapa^ and informed himfelf of the firength of the ri'ves at 
place, and difpofition of the inhabitants, Ccrtez fet out early Mexico, 
liext morning for Mexico^ in order that, after paying his f^c capital 
compliments to MotevMrna^ he might have leifure to recon- ^f '^* ^^•' 
noitre the city, and fortify his quarters. About half way/-'"^» 
he was met by four thoufand perfons of diftindlion, fent to 
receive him, and condudt the ftrangers to the capital. On 
drawing near the city, they met a ftone fortification fecurcd 
by a tower on each fide, which took up the whole breadth 
of the caufeway, and obliged the troops to make a circuit to 
gates which opened in another part of the caufeway, termi- 
nated by a draw- bridge,- which defended the entrance of the 

(B) Herrera alledgcs that he of De Solis, which appears to 

had but three hundred Sj^aniards be more coniiftent with the ori- 

wben he left 7lafcala^ and ima- ginal numbcJr of the troops, the 

gining fome were left bel)[ind, garrifon left at ^era Cruz, and 

tbat he difpatched Al^iaradoKO the killed, or dead, by acci- 

^ring them together (i); but dent and difeafe. 
we have adhered to the relation 

(l) Herrera f ^c/\\ Vth,y, cap, %n. 
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city with a fecond fortification. The Mexican nobility paf- 
fed over the bridge, and then falling back to each fide, 
made a lane for the Spaniards^ from whence they difcovercd 
a large ftreet with uniform buildings , and windows and bat- 
tlements crouded with fpe£lators. Soon after appeared the 
firft troop of the royal proccffion, confiding of about two 
hundred noblemen richly dreffed in the fame fafhion, adorned 
with large plumes fimilar in colour. They filed to each 
fide, and difcovered through the avenue they made a more 
numerous and brilliant company, in the midft of which was 
Motezumay carried on the flioulders of his favourites, in a 
chair of burnifhed gold, fays de Solis^ though Herrera omits 
the chair, and relates that he came under a rich canopy of 
green feathers and gold, difpofed in the mcfl beautiful pro- 
portions. This canopy, which formed an elegant kind of 
net-work, was fupported by four lords of the firft di(lin£Hon, 
and preceded by three great officers with golden rods in 
their hands, which they waved as a fignal of the emperor's 
approach, that all might proftrate themfelves, without pre- 
fuming to lift up their eyes, which was deemed a kind of 
facrilege. When Motezuma alighted from his chair, Cor- 
iez difmounted ^nd approached him, while Indians were era- 
ployed in laying carpets on the intermediate way, to pre- 
vent the royal feet from touching the ground. His form 
was folemn and majeflic, being fupported by two nephews 
barefooted, in token of refpeftand humiliation. Mote%umd% 
apparel was a fine cotton mantle, adorned with jewels in 
fuch abundance, that it appeared rather an incumbrance) 
than an ornament. It was laid carelefsly on his flioulders, 
and fweeped the ground behind. On his head he wore a 
light gold crown, refembling a fnitrc, and his feet were 
cafcd in (hoes of beaten gold, in form not unlike the Roman 
fandals. His prefence was majeflic, his ftature middling, 
his age about forty, his conftitutioh rather delicate than ro- 
buft, his complexion fair for the climate, his nofe aquiline, 
his eyes lively and piercing, and his features regular and hand- 
fbme. He condefcended to falute Cortez, with a refpeft 
which he had never before fhewn, bending his body fo low 
that he touched the ground with his hand, while the general 
, made the moft profound reverence in the manner of his 
country; which, however, was thought extremely impo- 
lite by the imperial attendants. Cortez threw round bis 
neck, while they were making their compliments, a chain 
of cut glafs, in imitation of diamonds, which he had re* 
ferved as a prefent for the firft audience; and the princes who 
fupported Moiczuma would have prevented him, becaufe it 

was 
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was not lawful to approach fo near the fovereign ; but Motit- 
%uma reprimanded them, and was fo pleafed with the chain, 
that he placed it among his jewels of inefiimable value. 
The manner in which he returned it was fufficient proof of the 
price he put upon it; for he ordered a collar piade of red 
ihetls to be brought, fet together with the greateft art, and 
adorned with eight crabs of beaten gold, which exa£lly 
imitated nature. This was reckoned among the cpoft valu- 
able of the royal jewels ; and the emperor, with hi$ own 
hands, fufpended it round the general's neck, to the great 
admiration of all the Indians^ who now began really to per- 
fuade themfelves chat this muft be fome celeftial being, to 
whom the emperor paid fuch veneration. The fpeech made 
by Cortez was concife and energic % the anfwer returned by 
^0/^z2^;rz^ was alfo ibort, difcreet, and full of dignity ; af- 
ter which he ordered the Spaniards to be conducted to their 
quarters, arid returned to his chair and palace with the fame 
ceremonies as we have defcribed. In this manner did CorUTi 
furmouat the greateft difficulties, arriving fafely in the capi- 
tal of Mexico^ after having defeated the TabafcanSy eluded 
all the ftratagems of Moiezumaj conquered the warlike re- 
public of Tlafcakj engaged that ftate in a perpetual alliance, 
puniihed the dangerous confpiracy of Cholula^-fik^ipcd the 
ihares laid for him in the mountain of Cbalcoy appeafed the 
mutinies of his own people, and gained the refped of not 
only the tributary princes, and lords of Mexico^ but of the 
haughty Motezuma himfelf, who was forced to treat him up- 
on a footing of equality, and with a reverence which he re- 
fufed to the gods themfelves. 



S E C T. V. 

Omtaining an Account of Motezuma*^ Pomp^ Wealthy 
Government y Power ^ and at lafi of bis Imprifonmmt 
iy Cortez, witb divers other Particulars^ which oc- 
curred in the Courfe of his Confinement. 

/^ORTEZ had now reached the captital, where hlm- 
^ felf and troops were treated with a refpe<3: that exceeded 
the moft fanguine expectation; but with regard to the gres^t 
objedt of this expedition, namely, the fubjedlion of this vaft 
empire to the crown of Spain^ it was in appearance as re- 
mote as ever. Had Mottzuma oppofed his advances by open 

L 3 hoftilitiesj 
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hoftilities, a/id been defeated/ the fate of Mexico would have 
imniediately been determined ; but on the friendly footing he 
^ was admitted to the pr.efence o^ that prince, and into the 

heart of the kingdoTrr, it was difficult to execute his projeds 
without the greateft perfidy and violation of the facred rights 
of hofpitality. Time, however, rendered eafy what appeared 
beyond the reach of human genius; and lucky circumftances 
were fpjudicioufly improved, that although we cann6t al- 
together vindicate the conduft of the Spaniards in that poinj: 
of Juftice and integrity, they will appear lels culpable than 
is ujppofed by many writers. 
Ycxo, It was on the 8th day of November that Cortex made bis 
public entry into Mexico, He was lodged with all his forces 
in one of the royal palaces, a fuperb edifice, fortified with 
ilrong walls, and 'flanked with high towers. The accom- 
modations were good ; fome of the apartments defigned for 
the fuperior officers were hunr:;; with ingenious cotton paint- 
ings, and furnifhed with handfome wooden chairs, car\'ed 
put of one block of timber, and beds fliaped liked pavilions, 
with bottoms of palm matts, and bolfters of the fame ma- 
terials \ and with the fame fimplicity lived the grcatefl 
princes of this opulent country. Cortex immediately diftri- 
buted guawls, placed his artillery, and took equal care io 
make the lodgings of his foldiers commodious, and their 
quarters fecure. A fpleridid banquet had been prepared, by 
order of the emperor, in the principal apartments of the 
Spanijh quarters, and great abundance of lefs delicate pro- 
vifion for the foldiers. After dinner Motezuma honoured 
tjhe general with a vifU, and ordering the attendants to re- 
tire, entered upon a laboured, but feemihgly familiar, ha- 
rane:uc, in which he gave him to underftand, that he was 
. fenfible the Spaniards )vere mortals like the Indians^ and the 
thunder which they grafped nothing more than fome fecret 
in fcience. ** Your ^ars have been abufed, faid he, as we|i 
Motezu- «« 3s mine. You have been told that I anr> immortal, that my 
^^ ^ '* power and perfon are equal to thbfe of the gods, that for- 

^ecb to <f jyijg x^Xns down her favours up6n me, that the walls and 
%f>ontz. <c coverings of. my palaces ar^ all q^ gold, and tjiat the earth 
** bends beneath the weight of my treafures. You have 
*^ alfo been, told that I am cruel, tyrannical, opprefliye, 
^' proud, unjuft, and a ftranger to mercy. Both the one 
*' and the other are equally falfe. This arm (uncovering a, 
*'Tcar) will fliew that I am mo'rtal. My riches, indeed, are 
*^ great, but they have been magnified by fame and flattc- 
** ry ; frdm thefe inftances yoU may judge that my bad qua- 
** lities have been likcwife aggravated. Sufpend, therefore, 

your 
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^ your judgment until you know whether that which they . 

f^ call cruelty and oppreffion be not neceflary chaAifemenc. 

<* With refpcS to yoiirfelf, feme report, that you arc 

^^ wicked, malicious, revengeful, covetous, proud, and the 

^* flave of your paffions ; but I fee that you are of the famo 

\^ form and compoiition as the reft of mankind ; though you 

^^ are diftinguiihed from us by fome accidents arifing from 

^' different countries. You are courteous and affable, you 

*' are brave and religious, your refentmcnts are founded up* 

" on reafon ; you bear hardfhips like true foldiers j the libe-. 

♦* rality which I myfelf have experienced evince«^ that you , 

*' are not fordid, in a word, you are men like ourfelvcs, 

^^ but with fuperior qualities; and as to the wild beads you 

f^ command, which report hath fo magnified, they are only 

<' a kind of deer, trainable and docile, with fiich an imper- 

*' feft degree of knowledge as may be attained by brutes. 

s^ We muft, therefore, forget, on both fides, all pafl mifin- 

*' formations, and thank our eyes for undeceiving our un- 

<^ derftanrlings. We are not ignorant that the great prince 

*^ whom you obey, is defcended from our ancient ^ezalcoaly 

^Hord of the feven caves of the NavatLques^ and lawful 

" king of thofe feven nations, which gave beginning to the 

^ Mexican empire. By ancient tradition, which We regard 

*' as infallible, we know that he departed from thefe coun-» 

<' tries to fubdue regions in the eaft, leaving a promife 

V that in time his defcendants ihould return to model our 

♦^ laws, and reform our government. The marks which 

<^ you carry about agree with our tradition and prophecies, 

*' and the prince of the eaft^ who fends you, manifefts in 

^^ your exploits the greatnefs of fo illuftrious'a jirogenitor : 

" we have, therefore, determined that all things (ball be 

*^ done to his hgnour 5 of which I now advertife you, that 

*^ you may truly declare whatever you have to propofe, and ' 

^^ afcribe to fo noble a caufe this excefs of my goqdnefs." 

• Cortez perceived the drift of this fpeech, and anfwered CortczN 

it with equal addrefs. He endeavoured' to n\2ii^t2i\n an/wer, 

Motezuma^s opinion of the extraordinary valour of the 

^aniardsy without departing from truth. He acknowledged 

that the fire-arms which the Indians miftook for lightning 

and thunder, were the invention of human genius ; but he 

left Motezuma from this very circumftance to judge of the 

fuperiority of the Spaniards in point of contrivahce and un- 

derftanding. He told him that the horfes were not deer as 

he imagined, but animals of a more generous nature, mar-» 

tial, furious, and ambitious of emulating the glory of their 

p^afters, f^e ipade a politic ufe of the abfu^d tradition fQ 
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firmly believed by the emperor, and the original which th^ 
Indians beftowed on the catholic king, believing that this 
would give greater weight to his embjdTy ; he touched upon 
the impious religion of the Mexicans^ and gave a ihort flcetcK 
of the principal tenets of the cbrifiian faith ; telling Motezu^ 
may that to reform the abufes of the moft abfurd idolatry; 
was the main obje£l of his commiifion from the king. But 
Motezuma patiently heard all his arguments without the leaft 
appearance of convidiion ; and when the general had done, 
lofe up from his feat, addrcffing himfelf to Cortsz, in the fol- 
lowing words. '^ I accept, with due acknowledgment, the 
«* friendfliip you propofe from the defcendant of the great 
^< ^ezakoahy but all gods are good: yours may be fo in yout 
" country ; mine are fo in mtne. Lei each enjoy rtieir at- 
^' tributes undifturbed : Repofe yourfelve^^ now, - looking 
^* towards the Spaniards in general ; you are in your own 
'* houfe, where you fhall be ferved with all the regard due to 
** your valour, and to the great prince your mafter/' Aftcf 
which he gave prefents of geld, pieces of cloth, and fevera{ 
fine plumes, to CorteZy diftributing alfo fome jewels of leflei^ 
value among the other Spaniards y and then withdrew to his 
own palace. 

Cortez defired leave' to return this vifit next day, and bis 
Cortci requeft was readily granted. He went attended by his cap-* 
vifit J Mo- tains, and fix or fcven favourite foldiersy and among the reft 
tczuma in Diaz delCaJiilloy the earl left hiftorian of this conqueft, who' 
tis palace. \^2id ilteady begun to colle<a materials for his work- The 
ftreets were crouded with people, and the Spaniards y amidft 
the acclamations, heard the word Yi?a/^, or divinity, fre- 
quently rep»3ated to their great fatisfaftion, becaufe it (hewed 
in what eftimatipn they were held by thofe iituple Indians. 
The appearance of the royal palace fufficienUy demonftrated 
the great magnificence pf the fovereigns of Mexico. The 
pile was of fuch extent that thirty gates opened 'to as many 
different ftreets 5 and the front, which occupied the whole 
fide of a fpacious parade, was built of finely polifhed jafper 
of different colours. Over the greal gate was the imperial 
arms pompoufly blazoned. Here Cortez^ was received by 
the officers of the court with great ceremony, and after being 
conduced through three extenfive fquares, atlafl arrived at 
Moiezumas apartments^ where there Was equal reafon to ad- 
mire the grandeur of the rooms, and the richnefs of the fur- 
niture. The floors were covered with a variety of different 
mats of beautiful workmanfhip and texture, thewalls with 
cotton hangings finely painted, and interwo^Ten with the" 
fkins of rabbits, and the mofl interior apartment was adorned 
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inth akind bf tapeftry, made of the plumage of birds, formed 
into pidures with moft elegant ihades, and difpofed in the 
moft pleaikig order of colours. As to the roofs, they were 
all of cedar and other fweet-fcented woods, with difFerenC 
foliages and relievos, that difcovered tafte and genius in the 
artite; befides, the manner in which the cielings were fup- 
ponedwlth rails, or beams, was exceedingly curious, this 
being cnrirely effefted by force, oppofition, and the prefliire 
of the lateral on the central parts, which difplayed a mecha«- 
flical invention in the architects, fuperior to what might have 
been expeded from fo rude and ignorant a people as the 
MxicanSf ^hofe knowledge was entirely the refult of ge* 
oios and refle&ion, as they had no communication with any 
other nation fo civilized as themfelves. Every thing was 
new and extraordinary to the Spaniardsy and every thing 
contrib^tcd to increafe their refped for the monarch. The 
grandeur of the palace, f he ceremonies, the crouds of at« 
tendants, their quality, and the profound filence obferved by 
fo numerous a train, all imprefTed the imagination with the 
^ moft exalted idea of the power of Moiezumaj and the po** 
tency of the Mexican empire. 

That prince was ftanding in the midft of all thefe en* 
fignsof his authority, when, obferving Cortez^ he advanced to 
meethirp, laid his arms familiarly on his fhoulders, and then 
addrefied the reft of the Spaniards with a gracious nod and 
fmile. The vifit was long, and the coverfation fuch as 
might be fuppofed to pafs among friends upon a perfect 
equality. Motezuma divefted himfelf of all the pomp of 
majefty, without lofing fight of his dignity, and conde- 
icended to queftion Cortex about the nature, politics, and 
curiofities of the eaftern countries. All his interrogations 
evinced ftrong fenfe, and a qianly extenfive' underftanding# 
He then touched upon the obligations of the Mexicans to 
the defcendents of their firft monarch, and exprefTed his par- 
ticular &tisfa£lion that the prophecies concerning the refor- 
i)^ations to be made by flrangers, were compleated in hi^ 
time; a compliment lefs fraught with truth, than the po- 
Ktenefs of a court. Cartez artfully drew on the convcrfa- 
tion to the topic of religion : but all his arguments on this 
kcad proved fruitlefs; except with refpeft to the barbarous 
cnftom of decking the royal table with diihes made of hu- 
nan iicfli, which Motezuma ordered henceforward to be dif- 
ttied. But as to the point of human facrifices, he faid he 
tould fee no impiety in offering to his gods thefe prifoners of 
War already condemned to die 5 nor did he at all approve of 
N maxioi laid dawn in facred writ, to extend neigh*^ 
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bourly alFcflion to aa eneqiy. Though he fieemed tt 
approve of the benevolence and humanity of thechriftiaa 
religion in. certain particulars; he, notwithftanding, ooou 
ftantly returned to his ;;ld afl^rtion, *' That his gods wer? 
' ^' good in Mexico^ as well as the ehiiftian gods in the caft.*' 
The Spanifo writers fpcak as if policy alone had prevented 
Motezuma from embracing the catholic dodrines, and reprc* 
fent Cortez as an able orator and divine. He looked upon the 
bafis of royal authority to be laid on, the abfurd fuperftition of 
the people, and their revertnce for the priefts, with wb)Mi 
it would be danp;erOus to have any altercation upon a topic 
in which their intereft, influence, and charaSers, were fo 
deeply concerned. He dreaded their difpleafure, and the 
contempt of his vafTals, in cafe he fhuuld relax in his zed 
for the worlhip of his gods, out of complaifance to thi 
ftrangers. The Spaniards corroborated this opinion by an m 
ciJent which fell ojut about this -time. 
Motczu- Motezuma took it into his head one day to difplay tht 
msijhewus magnificence of his temples to the Spaniards^ and accori 
/?is temples ^^g^y afked Cortez to attend him, with fome of his princif 
t€ the officers, and favourite foldiers.. When they came to tl 
Spaniards, entrance, Motezuma ordered them to halt, and advancei] 
himfelf to know of the priefts i( it was lawful to bring int* 
t\i& prcfence of thejr gods men who refufed to worQiip therai 
This queftion was anfwered in the affirmative, providrf. 
they would behave with proper refpeift. Immediately i^H ^ 
gates of this fuperb edifice were fet open, and Motezuma tooli. 
upon himfelf the oflice of explaining the ufes of. all the dif*, 
ferent veflels, inftruments, and utenfils, which he perform^ 
ed with fuch ridiculous ceremony and reverence, that tb^ 
Spaniards could not refrain from laughter. Of this Motezu*. ! 
tna feemed to take no particular notice, only looking upoa j 
the Spaniards as defiring to reftrain their mirth, until CorteZi\ 
trAnfp^rteJ with inexpreffible 2cal, addrcfTed himfelf to 
him in the following terms. *' Permit me. Sir, to fix the 
** crofs of Chriit before thefe images of the devil, and you 
** (hall fee whether they deferve adoration or contempt.' 
This propofal enraged the priefts, and reduced Motezuma 
%o great perplexity, between his reverence for religion) bis 
dread of the priefthood, and his regjird to the Spaniards^ 
and the rights of hofpltality. " You mighty at leaf^, faid 
•* he, have fbevired this place the refpeS due to my .perfon i* 
a reproof which equally (hewed- his good fenfe and pojite- 
nefs, though the Spanijh writers afcribe it to tha-terror with 
which the ftrangers had infpired him. It would appear however 
frpm thejr own qonfe|fioh,;th[a^ Cqrte^f^ regyir^d it jo apothcf 
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Jight; for he took an immediate refolution not to converfe 
toy xtiOK on the fubjedl of religion, and accordingly ^laid 
^fide his zeal to make converts. 

That the reader may have a ftrcnger idea of the diiEcu!- .D^r/)>- 
ties which C^rf^z had to furmount, in courfe of this txtrz^ tion 0/ tb^ 
ordinary adventure of the concjueft of ^Mexico, it may ht city 0/ 
proper tfiar we fhould exhibit a Ihort defcripticn of the ca- McxkOt 
pita! of this vaft empire, the fplendor of the court, the im- 
inenfe revenues of the monarch, and other particulars, equally 
conducive to gratify curiofity, and render the fubfequent nar- 
/ariVe more entertaining and intelligible. This great city, 
anciently known by the name oiTenuch-chithm^ was fituated 
m an extenfive plain, furroundedby high rocks and moun-^ 
ifefns, from which rolled down ftreams into the valley, 
Ihat formed themfelves into different lakes, and particu- 
larly into two of a larger fize, where the valley happened to 
jBedeepeft. Between thefe two great lakes were fltiic'es, by 
which the defeft of v/ater in the one was fupplied from the 
Ihdundance \r\ the other; and it is reported, that the wa- 
fers had differcnc qualities, the uppermoft being c^ear and 
weet, abounding with fifli ; and the lower, fait and fterile, 
from a nitrous quality in the foil at the bottom. It is cer- 
tain that fait was made in the latter, though it could pofHbly 
kave no communication with the fea, and was frequently 
filled vi'ith the waters let down from the former. All the 
totes put together contained a fpace of near thirty leagues in 
fcumference, and were adorned with about fifty different 
cities and towns, which afforded a moft delightful and ro- 
mantic profped. In the middle of the fait witer lake flood 
fee city of Af/?x/^i7, which, at the time we are fpeaking of; 
^ faid to have contained not lefs than fixty thoufand families; 
It was joined to the land by dykes and largo caufeways, 
«refled at a prodigious expjnte, giving an air of grandeur, 
and grreat convenience, to this capital. That over which 
tile Spaniards marched pointed to the fouth, and was two 
fcagues in length ; another extended to the northward above 
a league; and a third led to the weft, nearly of the fame 
length. All the ftreets were broad, and in a dire<9r line; 
out what rendered them very peculiar was, that fome were 
entirely covered with water, fo as to admit the pafl&ge of 
"nail veffels and canoes, with which they were perpetually 
crowded. Bridges were likewife laid over, for the greater 
oi^ch of bufrtiefs, and eafe of carriage. In general, the 
ft^fetsconfifted of earthen banks, faced with ftone.^rai fed with 
prodigious labour in the midft of the waters, and thus were 
compofed of earth and water, with a foot-road on each fide ; 
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the \vhole forming the mod agreeable appearance that imaf 

;rination can conceive. Nothing could be better contrive^. 
or all the purpofes of commerce or pleafure i and Mm^ 
refemUed in miniature, what we are told of the vail empij 
of China, in the variety of land and water, the canals fillej 
with boats, the multitude of inhabitants, the perpetu4 
buftle of the people, and that conftant motion in whici 
every objeft was beheld. 

The city was divided between the vulgar, and the couit 
and nobility, the former poffefEng the diftri^l called Tte^ 
lulcOf where the buildings were lower, meaner, and crowi- 
(cd. The other diftrifi was larger, and occupied by tkf 
nobility, filled with the buildings of the court, and othtj 
public edifices, all faced with ftone, and of good archil 
ture. Both diftri£ls were laid out in parades, where 
Great infinity of merchandize was daily expofed. At certain da] 
fair of pf the year, fairs were held in Tlatelulcoy to which all 
Mexico, merchants and traders in the empire flocked. It was ' 
in a fquare of vaft dimenfions, one of the largeft in 
world, fays Herrera^ yet was.it filled with tents pitched 
clofe, that there was fcarce room left for the buyers to 
each other; notwithftanding which, all bufinefs was card 
on with the utmoft regularity, and nothing like confufi 
appeared. Here might be feen jewellers and goldfmith| 
who fold toys of the moft curious workmanlhip. Hercwefl 
rows of painters, who exhibited the figures of animals, aai 
landfkips compofed of feathers, fo nicely placed, as exaS^ 
to imitate nature. To this fair were brought all the diife 
yent kinds of cotton manufa£lures made in the empirei 
whether plain or painted, with fuch abundance of othcc 
commodities, as it would be too tedious and unneceflary t», 
enumerate j fufficient it is, that the Mexican artifts bci# 
conftantly exhibited the moil extraordinary proofs of theh 
ingenuity and patience. Traffic was carried on chiefly b| 
an exchange of commodities, and goods of fmall price were 
bought chiefly with maize or cocoa. The Mexicans had nffl 
ftandards of weight; but they had meafures for fpace aw 
quantity, and a kind of number by which they adjufted thff i 
price of commodities by the taxes they paid, and the labouP | 
employed : but as we inall have occafion to treat afterwaro^i 
of the manners and cuftoms of thofe people, we Ihall oroit# 
in this place, every thing not relative to the ftatc of the king- 
dom at the time it was vifited by Cortez. For the greater 
difpatch of bufinefs, and prefervation of order, aboard otj 
juftice was appointed, not only to decide all difputes whica 
fni|ht arife among the merphants who frequented this f^^> 
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lut likewife to inrpefl that all the f ommodities expdfed for 
fale, were marketable. Inferior officers were continually 
bitiployed in going about to prevent frauds in contrafls, fup- 
^refs tumults, and preferve tranquillity ; and fuch was the 
dread in which thefe magiftrates were held, that feldom anj 
irregularity or difturbance ever happened. It was not 
therefore, without rcafon, that the Spaniards beheld with af- 
tonifhment the opulence and good government of this em* 
pire, and the induftry, addrefs, and genius of the inhabi- 
tants, whom they neverthelefs termed barbarians. 

Nothing added more to the beauty and magnificence of 
the city of Mexicoy than the great number of ftately temples 
with which it was adorned. The great temple, in particu- 
lar, dedicated to the god Fiztztipuztliy was ftupendous.^''^^"*'^ 
1 The part of the building that firft prefcntcd itfelf was a^ ^' 
I iqoare, the wall of which was of hewn ftone, wrought on 
f the outfide with ferpents intertwined, that gave a very hor- 
rible afped to the portico. At a little diftance from this 
I was a place of worihip ftill more dreadful, as it was adorned 
^ith the heads of men who had been facrificed to the gods^ 
m exaft account of whom was regularly kept by the priefts. 
Every fide of the great fquare had a gate, over which were 
fourftatues of ftone, which feemed to point the way back to 
thofe who came to public worihip in an improper difpofi- 
tion. Round the walls were the habitations of the priefts, 
who were extremely numerous ; and yet there remained an 
area large enough to contain ten thou fand dancers upon pub- 
lic feftivals. In the center of this fquare, ftood a tower, 
^which exalted its head above all the buildings in the city, 
terminated in a half pyramid of fuch dimenfions, that the 
flat upon the top was forty feet fquare, after it had rifen into 
the air a hundred and twenty ftone-fteps of a beautiful ftaircafe. 
The pavement was of jafper, a kind of fcrpentine baluftrade 
endofed it, arnd both fides were covered with a ftone refem- 
Wingjet, joined with red and white cement, that produced 
a pretty effecft. Near the ending of the ftaircafe were two 
marble ftatues, which fupported two candlefticks of enor- 
mous fize, and admirably well exprefled the weight of the 
Wden, by the ftraining of their arms. A little further was 
the ftone on which was extended the wretched human vic- 
tHn to be facrificed to the gods, and emboweled ; and be- 
yond this ftood a chapel of excellent workmanfliip and ma- 
wriak, covered with a roof of precious wood. Here was 
placed the idol, behind a curtain, on the high altar. It had 
fome refemblance to a human figure, of a terrible afpeft, 
was feated oh a kind of throne, fuftained by a blue globe, 
i 2 reprefenting 
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fcprdfenting the heavens, from the fides whereof came foi 
irods, headed like fnakes, which the priefts placed on thci 
Shoulders, when they expofed the idol to view. The 
held in the right-hand a twining ferpent, which anfw 
the purpofe of a ftafF, and in the left four arrows, whi 
were worfhipped as a celeftial prefent. Oppofite to this wat 
another chape) of the fame fize and figure, the habitation of 
an idol called the partner and brother of the former, and &* 
vidiiTg witl^im the fpoils of war. The ornaments 6 
both chapels were ineftimable ; all the walls were hung^^ 
and the altars covered^ wit4) jewels and precious fiones^ 
placed in feathers of beautiful colours. Every part of th 
town had its temple, ^hich was the repofitory of the pri» 
cipal riches of that diftriS to which it belonged ; hence il 
contained two thoufand idols. There was hardly a ftree( 
without its tutelary deity, nor any calamity, incident to djk 
ture, without its altar, to which man had recourfe for i 
remedy. Only one good effeft refulted from the fuperftitioi 
of the people, namely, the beauty which all thefe temple^ 
reared by ignorance, added to the city. 
Pka/uri' Besims the royal palaces and temples, there were othe 
hottjes of fine buildings that highly contributed to the decoration ti 
Motczu- Mexico \ thefe were the pleafure-houfesof Af/j/^zazw^. Om 
ma. of them, a moft magnificent iiruflure, with vaft galleries 

fupported by pillars of jafper, was converted into an aviaryj 
Here were aflembled all the birds which New Spain produced 
of value, either on account of the> voices or plumage. Tbi 
number of thefe birds were fo great, that above three hun** 
drcd perfons were conftantly employed in feeding and clean* 
ing them. From their feathers were made the moft beauti- 
ful paintings in Motexuma^ colledion. 

At fome dlllance from hence, Mctezuma had anothcc 
houfe of fuch extent, that it contained an apartment capable 
of holding his whole court. There huntfmen refided, and 
with them an infinity of birds of prey, kept in cages, among 
which were the kings hawks, no way inferior to the £«• 
ropean in feizing on their prey, and returning to the lure* 1 
' The Spanijh writers have defcribed the royal eagle of a monf- I 

trous fize, and voracioufnefs fcarce cred ible. In another fquarc 1 
of the fame i^oufe were kept the emperor's wild beafts, lions, 
tygers, bears, and among others th? Mexican bull, not un* , 
like the wild bull of Bohemia^ or buffalo, called urm by Ztf*' 
tin writers. This animal is large, ftrong, fierce, and roa- 
jefliic in his appearance, with a large hunch orexcrefcenccoa^ 
its back, and the neck cloathed with long hair like a lion. 
It was cuftomary with the Mexicans^ from the remoteft anti* 
' ' • ' quity, 
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ipiity^ to efiimate the grandeur of a prince by the number of 
irild beafts in his pofleffion : whence 'we may judge of the' '^ 
ymber maintfiined by Motezurna^ who .was abfolutely the 
Liiteft prince, in all rcfpeds, that ever fwayed the Mexican 
fceptre. 

The moft extraordinary circumilance of Motezf4ma^s hu- 
pour appeared in the colleftion he mad^ of the deformities 
ind monfters of human nature. Here were dwarfs, giants, 
Dr men of extraordinary ftature, hump-baclc'd, crooked men, 
pcrfons who had any unaccountable mark in their features, or 
lefed in their eyes, and others whofe. minds were as dc- 
bnned as their bodies. This inftitution might have been 
krviceable and humane, had the emperor conGned his caro 
K) wretched objedls incapable of labour; but a mark or ble- 
Biilh of any kind that was uncommon, was fufiicient to en- 
title the perfon to the benefit of this foundation ; and pa- 
Kiits were frequently known to disfigure their children, that 
Aey might be maintained at the king's expence. . 
I But of all the public buildings belonging to this great ^^^^/^ 
brince, none was more curious, or worthy of obfervation, ^;.;„^i^. 
pan the armoury. It was divided into two departments ; 
Nhe one, where the arms were made ; and the other, where 
Sbey were arranged in the moft beautiful manner, after they 
vere entirely finiflied. The feveral artifts had certain {hops 
affigned them, agreeable to their employments. In one • 
[place they prepared the wood for the arrows, in another they 
Bbapedand formed it; in a third bows were made, and in a 
[fourth fwords or darts. AM kinds of arms, whether ofFen- 
ive or defenfive, were made by particular workman, in dif- 
inS (hops, under the diredlion of fuperintendants, who 
teptan exad account of the quantity and kinds of arms. 
From the magazine were diftributed arms to the troops as 
occafign required,rand the empty fpaces were iiiled up by new 
Weapons of every denomination. To all thefe houfes were 
annexed extenfive gardens, laid out with great tafte and 
ttagnificence ; and in each of thefe was a large piece of 
pound, wholly occupied by medicinal plants, and herbs, for 
all kinds of wounds, pains^, and infirmities, in the knowledge 
of which confifted the whole (kill of the A'lexican phyli^ 
tians. Itw^ould be endlefe to defcribe all tlic public build- 
ings of this great city, and inftitutions of the magnificent 
Mstezuma : but there is one which we muft not omit, on 
account of its whimfical nature. This was called the houfg 
rfforrow, to which the emperor retired upon any public or 
private misfortune, that required external Hgns of grief and 
"HJurning. There was a horror in the very appearance of 
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the building : the .walls, roofs, and ornaments, were alt 
black, and light was admitted only through narrow chinks^ 
juft fufficient to difcover the gloominefs of the place. Hen 
Motezuma ufed to fpend his tinie in folitude during the p^ 
riod of mourning. The Mexicans alledged that he con* 
verfed with the gods ; and the Spanijh writers, no lefs cre- 
dulous and fuperfiitious, fufpeiS^ that all his intercourfe mul 
have been with the devil, who delights in darknefs. 

In the country Motezuma likewife had a great number of 
feats, where he fometimes partook of field- diveriions, anj 
chiefly of hunting, in which he extremely delighted. He 
frequently went with the nobility to a large and pleafatf 
park, feqced round with a fine canal, where they broughl 
the game of the neighbouring mountains, among which gene- 
rally came feveral lions and tygers, which the' Mexican hun- 
ters fought with great courage and addrefs« Motezuma '9iQf^{ 
fometimes engage himf^lf in this diverfion, and let fly a dart 
a javelin; but this he always did with referve, notW 



or 



want of courage, but becaufe he was of opinion, that onlj 
the dangers of war became the grandeur of a monarch 

Agreeable to the external magnificence that appeare< 
round the court of Motezuma^ was his private deconomfii 
where all was fplendid, ceremonious, and great. Wherf 
this prince aicended the throne, he augmented the numb:r^ 
quality, and brilliancy of his court, into which none wer© 
admitted but nobility of the firft diftindion. He excluded 
the common people, againft the advice of his council, be- 
caufe it was a maxim with him, that princes ought to govern 
at a dift^nce thofe who either had no fenfe of an obligatioitf 
or were unable to exprefs their gratitude by proper returns. 
The nobility were even employed to protect the royal pcr-j 
fon, Motezuma^s body-guards being compofed of two hun- 
dred young gentlemen of the firft quality in the empire, th«: 
out-pofts only ound the palace being defended by the com- 
mon foldiers. There was indeed a principle of policy, as 
well as pride, in this inftitution ; for it inured the nobility ta 
the ufe of arms, to fatigue, and bufinefs, and alfo kept them 
in dependence on the fovereign. With refpeft to the empe- 
ror's women, they were without number ; though two only 
bore the title of queens, who were lodged in feparate apart- 
ments, and attended with the utmbft magnificence. Every 
woman of extraordinary beauty in the empire was fent to 
court, a facrifice to Motezuma^ s\uf{\ many of them being 
forced from their parents or hulbands, by the minifters and 
farmers of the revenue, who regarded the maintenance of 
the monarch as a point of importance to the grandeur of the 
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iate. When thefe miftrefles were difcarded by the fatiated 
prince, they generally found huftands among the nobility, 
on account of their wealth of beauty ; for they never failed 
to accumulate large fums while they bafked in the royal fa- 
vour : nor <lid their reputation at all fufFcr by the favours 
granted to Motezuma ; on the contrary, it was deemed an ho- 
nour to have been thought worthy of his bed. While the 
concubines remained at court, they lived in the utmoft de- 
corum, th^ir condu£t being fubjeft to the infpe6lir.n of cer- 
tain grave matrons, who made their report to the emperor : 
jealoufy was a reigning paffion in the breaft of Motezuma^ 
which poifoned all his other enjoyments. 

When he gave audience, nothing could be more fo- 
kmn, pompous, grave, and auftere, than Motezuma^s car- ' 
fiage : for as to the reception given to Cortez^ it was fo ex- 
traordinary as to excite the aftonifhment of the whole court.' 
He ate alone^ and frequently in public, but always with, the 
ftate and magnificence of a prince. His table Was gene- 
rally covered with two hundred diihes of the moft exquifite 
iQ their kinds that the empire could afford. Before he fat 
down, he run his eyes over the whole, feleSed a few the 
wofl agreeable to his palate, and ordered the reft to be dif- 
Cributed among the nobility in waiting. Nor was all this 
daily profufion any more than a fmall part of the expences 
^f his houfhold ; for he kept tables fumptuoufly ferved fot all 
the officers and fcrvants of the court, and even for tbofe who 
reforted thither, either upon bufinefs or pleafure. E^very 
thing was fent up to the emperor's own table in gold, cu- 
rious (hells, or fome other valuable materials^ enriched with 
jewels 5 and the attendants were conftantly fupplying him 
with different forts of liquors, fome finely perfumed, fome 
Imixed with falutiferous herbs, and many impregnated with 
certain medicines that were regarded as reft9ratives or pro- 
Vocatives. After dinner he drank chocolate, and fmoaked 
tobacco perfumed with liquid amber. During meals a band 
of muiic attended, which no fooncr ceafed than the empe- 
ror fufFered himfelf to be entertained with the jokers, orihe 
tricks and frolics of a number of buffoons and dwarfs, kept 
for that purpofe about his perfon. He was fond of thefe 
wretches, he faid, only becaufe he could difcover truth un- 
der their pleafantry; whereas there was no penetrating 
through the mafk of hypocrify wore by thorough-paced cour- 
tiers. Amidfl this inftrumental mufic were fingers, who, in 
akindofrecitativoand mufical cadence, chanted the exploits 
of their anceftors, and the memorable adlions of their kings, 
which were tranfmitted to pofterity, teaching the riling 
Mod. Hist. VpL.XXXVIII. M gene- 
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generation to prevent the atchievements of the nation from 
iinking into oblivion, by thofe elucidations of the hiftori- 
cal pidiures, and the hieroglyphical Mexican annals. Daac€S 
were frequently performed before^the emperor, and hefome- 
times condefcendcd to join in the diverlion, for the greater 
entertainment of the Spaniards, Among thefe dances the 
moil extraordinary was a kind of mafquerade, called mtloUs^ 
compofed of a multitude, in which all degrees mixed in- 
difcriminately in a fort of gorgeous difguife. The emperor 
honoured it fometimes with his prefence ; and as all drank 
freely, the diyerfion ended in a general intoxication, or fome 
more extravagant frolic. In a word, every day produced 
fome new diverfion or public exhibition, fupported at the 
emperor's expence, probably to engage the attention of the* 
people from too curious a fcrutiny into his condu(^, or to 
ballance their lofs of liberty by a perpetual round of dii&pa- 
tion. 
His re've- It will readily be imagined, that the royal treafures muft 
nues. have been immenfe, to maintain fo much pomp and magni- 
ficence, at the fame time that prodigious armies were kept 
conftantly in the field. In'faift, they were inexhauftible. 
Incredible fums were drawn from the mines of gold and fil- 
ver, the falt-works, and other rights eftablilhed in the crown 
from time immemorial : but a ftili larger revenue arofe from 
the contributions of the fubjefls, exorbitantly incrcafed fince 
the acceflion of Motezuma. In this vaft and papulous em- 
pire, there was not a hufbandman biit was obliged to pay a 
third of the produce of his lands and Itock to the king. 
Artifts were taxed in the fame proportion, and the poor were 
obliged to work certain days for the court without fee or re- 
ward. All taxes were levied with thcLUtmoft rigour; nor 
was it without reafon that the people clamoured againd the 
tyranny of the adminiftration, of which Motezuma was not 
ignorant, though he artfully difguifed it in a fpeech. made to 
Cortex. Every town in the vicinity of the x:apital furniOied 
men for the king's works, provided fuel for the royal pa- 
lace, or contributed otherwife towards the fupport of the 
court : whence it was that Motezuma was enabled. to com- 
plete fome ftupendous buildings, aqueducts, and other pub- 
lic and magnificent pieces of architefture, at a very flight 
expence to the treafury. The tribute of the nobility con- 
fided in guarding and attending the emperor's perfqn, or 
ferving in his armies with a certain number of their vaflals, 
maintained at their own expence, or the expence of the ene- 
my : yet were they continually making him prefents, which 
.' he received not as prefents, but regarded as rights due to hij 
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cso.wn, dignity, and the anxieties and troubles attending 
royalty. 

As we fliall have occafion elfewhere to treat of the civil His ci<vil 
government of Mexico^ it will be fufficient to obferve in ihisamimli* 
place, that Motezuma gave the utmoft attention to the due'^O'^^' 
adminiftration ofjuftice aoionghis fubjedts, notwithftanding**'^^**^'* 
bethought himfelf privileged to tyrannize over the whole 
empire. Murder, theft, adultery, and all crimes committed 
with refpeS to each other, where the crown had no concern^, - 
werepuniihed. with death j if they at, all afFeded royalty, 
deeper infamy, ,and the moft excruciating torments, were 
annexed to the capital punifliment. Corruption in mini- . 
ftefs, oi* perfons in any public truft, was alfo capital ; and 
this cuftom Motezuma obferved with the ftrifteft rigour. 
Even the offering a bribe was thought worthy of death, and 
thecprrupter and corrupted placed; upon a level; a fcverity 
which deferves imitation in more civilized ftates, and under 
more limited monarchies. One of the moft laudable articles 
of the. policy of ^<j/^zazwtf, confifted in the care taken of 
the education of children, for which purpofe he founded pub* 
lick fchools for the inftrudiion of the vulgar, a.nd colleges 
or feminaries,.with more extenfive privileges, for the children 
of the nobility. Here they were taught the imperfeft know- 
ledge of the Mexicans , the iigns and chara^ers, as well as 
the tradition in which their hiflory w^s contained ; the prin- 
ciples of the Mexican religion and morality ; a general idea 
of the laws and conftitution ; and, laftly, the feveral pro-, 
feffions which they were to follow in life. There were 
alfo colleges for. the education of women ; but as all thefe 
were not founded by MotezutWy the. fubjedl may be refervpd, 
to its proper article. jWi/^wz/z^ inftitu ted honorary rewards 
for merit, whether in a civil or military capacity ; and the 
generous ardour with which the people afpired at thefe ho- 
nours, is the beft proof of the utility of the inftitution. Such 
was the empire, fuCh the' monarch, and fuch the people, 
whom Cortex^ with a handful, of Spaniards^ propofed con- 
quering. We fhall foon have occafion to fee that this daring 
project was founded upon reafon, iince he, found means to 
efiabliflx fuch an influence, that he obliged the great MqU-- 
zuma'to furrender his liberty in the heart of his capital, and 
fubmtt his feet to fetters, while furrounded with troops, and 
guarded by all the nobility in his empire. With refpefl: to 
the generofity and juflice of this tranfadlion we would chufe 
to be filent : examine the moft glorious conquefts, and var 
liaat exploits recorded in hiftory, by the teft of religion and 

morality, and they will be found to confift of a feries of th^ 
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irtoft cruel opprcflions, bloody carnages, ibocking barWifi^^ 
and trefpafTes on the laws of God, of nature, and of va.^ 
tions. 
Hhkind' MOTEZVMA made an artful difplay of all his pomp ani 
nefs to ' grandeur to the Spaniards ; either to engage them as friends^ 
iie Spa- or deter them from hoftile attempts ; or, perhaps, out of a 
ftiards. principle of hofpitality, and real refpeft for ftrangers, whofti 
valour he could not but admire. He went to all public en- 
tertainments, atte^nded by Cortex and the Spanijh czpt^Lim) 
whom he treated with the moft polite familiarity. They 
were admitted on all occafions to his palace, without form 
or ceremony^ while he only retained the referve of a fove- 
reign to his own fubje£h. He was daiJy diftributing prefentf 
among the officers and foldiers, with jufi difiin^on antf 
difcernment of merit ; ahd his example obliged the nobtlity 
tb treat the ftrangers with a tc(peSt bordering on fubmiffion 
^ and fervility ; for courtiers always pulh taexcefs every im|- 
' t^tion of the qualities of the fovereign : as for the vulgsi', 
they beheld the Spaniards as gods, and bent their knees to 
the meaneft of the foldiers ; who would have grown rniolen( 
by their importance, but that Cortex checked every emotion 
of pride, and tendency to tyranny. In this happy manner 
did they pafe away the time, wherf advices arrived from Vent 
CruZy that wrought an entire change in the face of affairs^ 
reduced C^r/^ to extreme perplexity, and fuggefted to hinf 
the nece'ffity of executing the moft daring enterprize that evcf 
entered into the head of mortal. Two Tlafiahm foldier»,. 
dlfguifed in the habits of Mexicans^ found means to reach the 
capital, through bye-ways, brought this intelligence, by 
a letter from the colony. 
InfelU' Since the departure of Cortez^tht fetflement at Vera Cru% 

genet from n^^t with no accident to difturb their repofe, until one of 
VeraCruz Moieznmd% generals arrived with an army in the cottntry^ 
edtersihe pillaged fome towns, and attacked feveral caziques^^ who 
face ofaf were in alliance with the Spaniards^ and on this occafionf 
fair*. claimed their prote£iion. It is true, they had relied fo much 
upon the friendfhip and valour of the Spaniards, that they 
• refufed paying the ufaal taxes, or the fubmiffion required by 
Moie%uma ; and had, in fad, thrown off all obedience to 
- that monarch. The Mexican general, ^ualpopoca^ had come 
with an army to the affiftance of thecolledors of the tribute 
Sind taxes, and committed feveral violences in cenfequence 
bf the obftinate refufal of the inhabitants. The country of 
the Tontonoqnes was wholly laid in afhes, and they were the 
iirft who laid their grievances before Juan Efcalante^ gover- 
nor ofFtra Crtez, and befought hm with ib much earneft-i^ 
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Befi to take arms in their defence, that he fent HKiTengers, in 
a friendly manner, to the Mexican general, requeuing hioi 
to fulpend his boftilities until he received freih advices from 
the emperor ; fince it vtras not poiSble that he fbould autho- 
rifeinjuries to the allies of a monarch, whofe ambaifadors he 
received in fo friendly a manner at his court. To this meffage 
the Mexican returned an infolent anfwer, as the Spawjh 
writer reports : *' Saying, that he was able to comprehend 
^^ and execute the orders of his prince; and that helike- 
^* wife knew how to defend in the field what he had under- 
^' taken:*' which Efcalante interpreted into a challenge^ 
that could not be refuied, without prejudice to his reputation 
jiD the opinion of his Indian alRes, i herefore aflembling a 
body of 2000 Totonoques^ of jthe hilly country, fifty Spaniards^ 
and two pieces of cannon, he fet out with intention of fall- 
ing upon the main body of the Mexican army, of the difpo- 
fition of which he had intelligence. He came'up with the 
enemy, defeated ^alpopoca^ after a bloody aflion, in which 
the Totonoques mifljehaved, but received a wound, of which 
he died. Severn Spanijh foldiers were alfo killed in this ac- 
tion, and one was carried off by the Mexicans^ having engaged 
bimfelf beyond the poffibihty of being relieved -, which 
proved an irreparable lofs to the garrifon, and more than a 
compenfation for the victory. A relation of this affair, vj^ith 
all its circumftances, was now tranfmitted by the council at 
ViraCruz to CoftiZi and he immediately communicated it to 
hib officers, deiiring their advice ia what manner he fhould 
ad in (b delicate a cOnjun£iui:e, and enjoining that it (hould 
be kept a profound fecret, left it might tranfpire among the 
ibidiers, and produce bad confequences. From the whole of 
the account given by the Spanijh writers, it is plain, that 
they are determined, at ail evexits, to vindicate Cortez of the 
imputation of ingratitude, and a violation of the rights of 
hoipitality ;, however, as they are the only authorities, we 
mud adhere to their relation. 
Befor£ the council of officers came to any determination, 
, the general fent privately for fome of the moft fenfible and 
faithful Indiam in his army, and queftioned them, ** Whe- 
♦* ther they had obfervcd any fufpicioiis circumftances in the 
*' condud of the Mexicans f'* To which their anfwer was, 
that the vulgar were entirely immerfed in the entertainments 
given by the emperor ; but that the nobility feemed penfive 
and myfterious : and that they had overheard fome expreffi- 
ons which would admit of a finifter interpretation ; fuch as, 
the poffibUity of breaking down the bridges of the caufeway, 
. with others to the fame cffe<a. They alledged it had 
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been likcwife whifpcred, that the head of a Spaniard m% 
brought privately in a prefent to Motezumoy which he re- 
ceived with aftoniQiment, on account of its fize, and the 
fairnefs of the afpefl:, ftrength of the features, and roughnefs 
of the beard ; marks which agreed with Juan d^Agutllo^ the 
foldier who had been carried off prifoner in the battle with 
^talpopoca\ whence it was inferred, that every thing muft 
have been tranfa^ed by the emperor's order. Indeed the 
*TlaJcahn nobility affirmed, that, without exprefs commands 
from the court, the Indian general would never have prc- 
fumed. upon comrnencing hoftilities with the Spaniardsy at a 
time when they were fo highly favoured by the monarch (A). 
When the' officers affembled in council came to give their 
opinions, there was no agreement among them : fome ad- 
vifing, that a paflport from Motezuma fliould be folicited ; 
' others declaring this would be a refle<Stion upon the charac- 
ter of the Spaniards^ and an acknowledgement of their weak- 
T\^(s*y a third party thought, that as the relief of the colony 
was eflentially neceflary, it would be beft to march ofF'pri- 
- vately with all the riches they had acquired ; and a fourth 
gave it as their fentiments, that the only honourable means 
of fafety would be to remain in Mexico^ until fome means of 
a retreat could be contrived, without feeming to have any 
knowledge of what was tranfadted at Vera Cruz. All appear- 
ed confident that Motezuma was privy to ^alpdpoca^s con- 
duft; which, however, is by no means evident from 
circumfiances i that geheral being very naturally led into 
hoftilities with the Spaniards^ in confequence of their taking 
upon them to protedt fubjeSs of the empire, whom he con- 
fidered as rebels. None of thefe propofitions fell in with 
the opinion of C<?r/<?z; who, after commending the Zealand 
, freedom -of the captains^ objefted firft to the paflport as un- 

worthy of foldiers who had opened a way, by dint of arms, 
to the capital of the empire. The notion of retreating ' 
privately would prove equally injurious to their honour, upon 
which depended their greateft fecurity : the moment tJiey 

(A) It is reported that Cor/ez^ excited his curiofity ; he imnie- 

ruminating the whole night up- diately got workmen to break 

on his fituation, and endeavour- it'open, and then, after havipg 

' ing to devife fome remedy, viewed the treafure, ordered the 

wandered about the palace loft breach to be repaired, without 

in thought, and Humbled upon taking any thing away. Herrera, 

' a place where Motexuma had dec. ii. De &///, lib. iii, pip. 

concealed the trcafores of his xviii. 
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funk in the efteem of the Indians^ from that moment they 
. might date their ruin ; fince it would be impoflible to think 
of oppofing, by mere force, fuch a multitude of people The 
moment their flight would be known, it would be eafy for 
the emperor to give notice, by fcouts, to the armies on the 
frontiers to intercept them, while hirofelfrulhed like a tor- 
rent', from the capital, on their re^r. Thfey would find 
themfelves befet and hemmed in upon every fide, without 
one foot of ground on which they could tread with fecu- 
rity. He therefore joined in opinion with thofe who were 
for remaining in their prefent fituation, but differed with re- 
fped to the manner. Some great adion, he faid, mud be 
performed ; and it would be abfolutely neceflary to excite the 
aftonifhrnent of the Mexicans j in order to recover their efteem 
and veneration, funk by the late unfortunate accident. The 
only probable means that occurred to him was, to feize upon 
the perfon of Motevsuma, and carry him prifoner to the 
Spanijh quarters ; a refolution which muft ftrike terror, and 
though apparently ra(h, by no means impoflible to be exe- 
cuted. This point he laboured with fo much zeal, that a 
majority went over to his opinion, all acquiefced, and the 
fpirited refolution was immediately taken, the condu6l of the 
whole being referved to Cortez, Nothing could appear more 
defperate, than for a handful of men to attempt imprifpning 
a powerful monarch in the heart of his own capital, and in 
his own palace, furrounded by multitudes of guards. The 
faft would be really incredible, were it not vouched by in- 
deniable teftimonics, and confirmed bycircumftances ; and the 
Spaniards^ who fpeak of Cortez as the mirrour of juftice, 
would probably have fupprefled this adion, becaufe it de- 
trads as much from his gratitude, as it adds to his valoUr, 
had they not been at a lofs otherwife to accou;it for the re- 
volution which it wrought. Be this as it may, certain we 
are, that, in a military view, hiftory cannot inftance an ac- 
tion more bold, more feafonable, more judicioufly planned, 
nor more fuccefsfully executed. v 

The hour when it was ufual for the Spantjh captains to Cortes; 
pay their compliments to the emperor, was chofen for the ex^/eizes upcn 
ccution of this great projefl, that no alarm might be given Motezu- 
by an unfeafonable vifit. All the Spaniards were ordered ma, and 
under arms in their quarters, and to hold themfelves in rea^ carries 
dinefs without noife or difturbance, until they receiyed fur- bim to thi 
ther inftruflions. The avenues to the palace were fecured Spanifli 
by fmall parties of foldiers, dropt in proper places ajs if by f*^^^^*"^* 
accident ; and Cortez^ attended by his captains, and followed 
by thirty chofen foldiers, fauntering at fome diftance, as if 
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for curiofity, advanced to the palace, wberc they were im- 
mediately admitted, their arms giving no fufpicion, it being 
always <^uftomary with them to come in this manner into 
the royal prefence. Motezuma came out in his ufual manner 
*to meet them, and all took their feats, his ferirants always 
having orders to retire. Upon this Cortez began his com- 
plaint, relating, m the ftrongeft manner, every circumftancfc 
' of the condud: of general ^^/tf/jpo^^rfl, the death of feveral 
Spaniards, and the excufe made to the colony, that every 
thing hiid bcen/ranfafted by orders from the emperor ; which 
he, neverthelefs, pretended to di(believe : concluding, that 
he owed too much refpeS for his royal perfon to credit any 
thing fo unworthy of his majeily, as to be countenancing 
ftrangers at his court, whi-c he was endeavourjng todeftroy 
them in his provinces. * 

It is reported, that Mstezuma changed colour at thig 
recital, which the Spaniards conftrucd into a proof-of his 
guilt. He was under tiie greateft perplexity, until Cortf%, 
relieved his cgnfufion, by affuringhim of his full conviflion, 
that he could have no fliarc in the cruel death of them whom 
he fo highly honoured with his favour, notwithftanding the 
declaration of his general and officers, who pleaded his ordef 
as the only apology they could make. Bqt 1ie faid that it 
would be neceffary to give fomc extraordinary proof of his 
regard, and of the falfity of the general's charge, in ordef 
-to efface the impreffion of fuch a calumny ; and that there- 
fore he was come to. entreat him to go immediately to the 
Spanijh quarters, without noife or difturbance, as if by his 
own free choice, with a refolution not to ftir from thence 
until it (hould be made apparent that he was no ways con- 
cerned- in fo perfidious an a£Hon. By this genero«s confi- 
dence, he would not only appeafe tl^ejuft indignation of the 
great monarch, whofe fervants the S^^argfe were, but rc^ 
ftore the luftre of his own honour, which at prefent was 
tarnilhed by.the baneful breath of malignity. He gave his 
word as a gentleman, a foldier, and the mtnifter of the 
greateft monarch in the univerfb, that he ibould be treated 
among the Spaniardsj with all the refpeft due to his royal 
dignity ; fince they only defired to be fure of his good-will> 
to have it in their power to hear and obey him with the 
greater veneration. Perceiving that Mote%uma/W2k% filcntj 
as if he remained in ailoniOiment at the boldnefs 6f the 
propofal, Corte% added, by way of palliating the overture* 
that the quarters which his imperial inajc% had been pleafed 
to affign to the Spaniards^ was a royal :palace, jvhere he fome- 
times paiTed a few days ^ and that it^ therefore, <:ould not 
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appear ftrangc he (hould change his refidcncc, to exculpate 
himfelf in an affair that was, properly fpeaking, the com- 
plaint of one monarch again ft another. If it (hould appear 
to be, the fault of his general, it might be rcdreflcd by a pro- 
per correction, without pushing things to thofe violences, 
which generally attend the decifions of quarrels between 
fovereigns. 

Impatient at this difcourfe, to which his ears had been 
IjttJe accuftomed, M&teTMma^ at laft, broke out with vehe- 
mence, *^ That princes of his rank could not fubmit to de- 
" Jiver themfelves up to imprifonmcnt ; nor would His fub- 
*^ jcft^ permit it, Ihould he forget his own dignity fo far as 
*' to ftoop to fo mean a compliance ;*' a fpeech that obliged 
Carfez to deliver himfelf with more firmnefs. He thereforte * 
replied^ that, provided his majefty went willingly, \irithout 
obliging the Spaniards to forget the refpeft they owed to his 
perfon and dignity, he valued not the oppofition of his fub- 
jcfts, againft whom he could employ a fufficient force, with- 
out breach of their mutual amity. This led to a kind of al- 
tercation, in the courfe of which MoUxuma made feveral 
other propofals, which he hoped would anfwer the fame in- 
tcntion, without either derogating from his dignity, or en- 
dangering his liberty. Among others, he offered to fend for 
^alpopoca and his officers, to be furrcndered to the Spaniards^ 
and puni(bed as they thought proper; and to furrender two 
bf his fons as hoftages to the Spaniards^ for the execution 
of his promife : but Cortez had now gone top far to recede 
with fafety, and therefore rejeSed all thofe expedients. The 
flifpute was prolonged fo far, that the captains, who attend- 
ed CortiZj fufpedling the danger that might arife from delay, 
grew impatient, and Juan Velaquez cried out in a tranfport, 
** Let us leave off parlying, and either feize or kill him j** 
rfwhich yrox6sMou%utna defiringtoknow the meaning from 
the interpreter. Donna Marina^ who always difcharged this 
office, told him with admirable prefence of mind, as if {he 
^ ^efirednot to be over- heard by the Spaniards': ** Yourma- 
" jefty i$ in great danger, by not complying with the in- 
** fiances *of ihofe people, who are equally refolute and 
** powerful. I am your own loyal flave ; my thoughts are 
" always employed to do you fcrvice, and I ^m like wife one 
** of their confidents, well acquainted with their moft fe-. 
'^ cret intentions. If you go with thetn, you will be treat- 
*^ td with all the refpedt due to fo great a prince ; but if 
^ you refift longer, the cohfequences may be fatal." This 
V[rfl-timed fpeech, delivered with an air of finccrity andfoli- 
^itude about bis welfare, wrought the effedt^ and deteimin- 
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cd Motezuma to comply. He prefently called for his fervanU» 
2nd ordering his chair and equipage to be got ready, he toU 
his miniftcrs, that, for certain reafons of ftate, he had re- 
folved to fpend fome days with the Spaniards. He defired* 
they would publifli to all his fubjefis, thkt he went volun- 
tarily, and for the intereft of the crown, and the advantage 
of the nation in general. At the fame time he ordered one 
of the captains of his guards to bring ^ualpopocay aiid his 
principal officers, prifoners to Mexico ; giving him for his au- 
thority the royal fignet, which he always carried tied to his 
right arm : all which orders were explained by JIdarina to 
the Spaniards^ to prevent their taking umbrage, or conceiving 
any fufpicion at hearing the emperor talk to his people. Ac- 
. companied by his ufual attendants, Matezuma quitted hi$ 
palace ; the Spaniards .marching on foot, clofe by his chair, 
for the greater fecurity,' but under pretence of doing him 
honour. The report inftantly fpread, that Mote%uma was 
carried ofF by the ftrangers ; the ftrfeets were immediately 
crouded, every face appeared full of admiration and aftonifc- 
ment^ but no attempts were made to refcue him ; though 
fome bewailed his coi^dition with tears, others made loud 
outcries, and multitudes flung themfelves on the ground ia 
defpair, Motezuma appeafed the tumult, by telling the pco- • 
pie, with an air of gaiety, that he was going to divert him- 
felf, a few days, with his friends the ftrangers ; and when 
he was arrived at the Spanijh quarters, he gave orders to hii 
guards to difperfe the mob, and publifhed, that every riot, 
tumult, or difturbance, (hould be punilhed with .immediate 
death (B)., 
The empe- When Motezuma arrived in the Spanijh quarters, he fi»- 
ror is re- ed upon his own apartments, which were immediately fiirnifti- 
conciled to ed by his own fcrvants with, the beft moveables ; and Corte% 
his confine- placed a guard of Spaniards at the different pafTes leading to. 
ptent. t[,e palace, and doubled the centinels round the quarters, to 
prevent being furprifed by any attempts to refcue the mo- 
narch. Orders were iflfued to the foldiers, to admit all the 
gentlemei^ oi Motezunufs retinue, and alfo the nobility and 
minifters, juft in the fame manner as }f he were imder no re^ 
ftraint ; only with this caution, that a certain number at. a 
time fhould only be allowed, under pretence of keeping the 

(B)Herrera relates, that, before circomftance, as it might poffi- 

Cortez, entered upon the fubjefl biy appear an additional charge 

cf this vifit, Motezuma had of- of ingratitude, injaftice, and 

fered him his own daughter in violence, 
iparriage i but de Solis omits this 
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monarch from being crouded. Corte% delired leave to vifit 
him the fame evening, with as much ceremony as before j 
and a iimilar refpefb was fhewn him by ail th^SpaniJh officers 
andfoldiers ; by which means Motezuma TtiumtA his wonted 
chearfulnefs, dijdributed prefents among the Spaniards^ and 
careffed them with the fame cordiality, as if they had done 
him no injury : a ftrong inftance either of his magnanimity, 
or of his hypocrify. In a few days he became fo perfcflly 
reconciled to his fituation, that he feemed to have no incli- 
nation to change his condition, and his retirement came to 
be confidered as the efFeds of a whimfical difpofition. Al- 
though (bme of the courtiers difcoveredthat he was adually 
under confinement ; yet they were fo thunder-ftruck with 
the intrepidity of tho Spaniardsj and the Incredible boldnefs 
of the meafure, that all refolution was broke, and they con- , 
tented themfelves with pitying what they believed would 
admit of no remedy. As to the affairs of government, they 
went on in the ufual train. Motexuma difcharged all the 
fun£tions of a fovereign in his prifon, as if he were aftually in 
his palace ; gave audience at the accuAomed hour ; heard the 
advice and reprefentations of his minifters, and applied him- 
felf to all bufinefs, civil and military; in order to perfuade 
the people, that his refidence in the Spanijh quarters was en- 
tirely the refult of his own inclination, and a defire to enjoy 
more uninterruptedly the company of men whom he highly 
efteemed. All the hours that he was difengaged from bufi- • 

nefs, he paffed with the Spaniards^ and ufed to declare, that 
he was not himfelf without them. Every one ftudied to 
pleafe him, and this he perceived with extreme fatisfa£lion* 
In the evening, he ufed to play with Cortex at a game called 
Tololoquey or little gold balls, with which they endeavoured^ 
at a certain diftance, to ftrike down pins of the fame metak 
They played for jewels, and other curiofities; Motozuma 
diftributing his winnings among the inferior officers of 
the Spanijh troops, and Coriez doing the fame with his gains 
to the emperor's retinue. 

Im the midft of' this fcene of amity, the officer fent for He meets 
^alpopaca returned with his prifoners, who were conduced '«;//;& «wtf 
into the emperor's apartment. Motezuma immediately >w«>^^<ftf* 
fcnt them to Cortez^ that he might inform himfelf of thc^'^^-f* 
tiuth, and infli£l fuch punKhments as he imagined the de- 
liiiquents might deferve. In courfe of their examination^ 
they confeffed the whole charge of their having violated the 
peace, provoked the Spaniards of Vera Cruz by hoftilitics, 
and killed Jguillo^ their prifoner, in cold blood, without 
any authority, for fuch proceedings, from the emperor; 

However^ 
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However, when they were afterwards urged to a more com* 
pleat difcovcry by menaces, they affirmed that they had the 
imperial orders 5 an allegation vrVich Corte% treated as an 
evafion and falfity to apoiogife for themfelves. They were 
accordingly adjudged by a court-martial o^ Spanijh officers to 
, jdeferve death, and to be piiblickly burned before the royal 
palace, as criminals, who had not only violated the facrcd 
laws of fiations, but incurred the penalty of high treafon, 
by prefuming to involve their foveri^ign in their own guilt. 

This was a cruel and fevcre fentence, diSated wholly by 
policy. If the Spaniards believed, as we are certainly told, 
that the officers acted by authority they muft confcfs them 
not culpable ; nor indeed do we fee the neceflity of thij 
fignally barbarous punifliment, all the puipofes of which 
might have been^ anfwered by more gentle chaftifement. Ifl 
faft, ^alpopoca only performed what he had reafoq to be- 
lieve was the duty of his office : but his death was a facriiicc 
to Spanijh pride ; Cortez believing, he could not more ftronglf 
confirm his influence and power, than by thus infulting, in 
his own capital, a monarch who h^d loaded him with civi- 

'^ lities. However, before he ventured upofi executing the 
fentence pafled on the Mexican officers, he determined upon 
a farther exertion of his power, in order the more thorough- 
ly to convince Mote%uma of his dependence. To this pur- 
poC? another bold ftroke was refolved on, in confLquencCj 
probably, of the facility with which the laft was actom- 

^ pliflied, and the refignation of the monarch under the lofs flf 
liberty, C^rif^z now came into the emperor's prefence, at- 
tended by a foldier, who carried openly in his hand a pair <rf 
fetters, which he ordered to j>e dapped on the feet oiMoi^' 
toima ; telling him, << that he had been accufed by his offir 
** cers as an acceflary to their crime 5 and that it was necef- 
** fary he (hould expiate for the ftrong prefumptions againft 
♦' him, by fome perfonal n^ortification ;" with which words 
lie retired, leaving the unhappy prince in a ftatc of the rooft 
crufl defpondency, defpair, and anxiety, whether hts life 
was not to be the next facrifice. For a while MoirzaLmaxt" 
4 . inained in a ftate of filence and infenfibility ; but recovering 
from his firft confufion, he refumed his ufual magnanimit/i 
' and determined to meet his fate with the fortitude of a hero 5 

while his ferrants bathed his feet with their tears, and there- 
by demonftrated, that thefeharafter of this great monarch 
has been mifreprefented by the Spaniards in vindication of 
th'eir own conduS. 

No tim6 was loft in the farther execution of Cert^s dfr? 
fjgn. His fituation woqld now ad^nitof Ho delay or hefitationj 
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ttattcJ^s were come to a crsfis, and nothmg but the fame ^ w . 
undaunted refolution could enforce fucccfs. The crimi- ^^*" 
iials were carried to the place appointed, and thefentence^ I^^T'a^ 
Wasikerally executed in prefence of the whole city of Mexi- j^^j^l^^^ " 
«, without the leaft noife^ murmuring, or fhew of difturb-,^^^^^^ 
iance. The people were impreffed with tenor, intermingled Coitci; 
with refpe£l and adodiration, wondeiing at the authority 
which Cbofe ftrangers afluHfiod, without daring, even in 
thought, to call their power in queftion, a& it, was fandified 
[by the approbation of their foverefgn. Immediately after 
the execution, Cortex repaired to the royal apartment, and- 
I addreffing 3/9/^2iri7z<!7with acbearful coumeriance,^old him^ 
I ^ That the traitors who had prefumed to foil his charadter^ 
" were now juftly puni(bed ; and that his niajefly had fufH- 
'* ciently refuted calumny, by fubmittingto this fliort morti- 
** iication and ihtermiifion of liberty." He then fell upori 
his knees^ and with his own hands took off the fetters, 
endeavouring by this cxceflive complaifance and refped to 
wipe oiF all memory of the injury* Alotezufna received his 
liberty with a tumultuous joy, which evinced how deeply the 
indignity o^ bondage had affected him. He embraced Cat* 
ttz with tranfpoit, and (eemed to forget in the perfon of his 
deliverer, his moft dangerous enemy. When the atten- 
dants had withdrawn^ CorUz gave the emperor to under- 
hand, thbt he was at liberty to return, when hepleafed, 
to his own palace, the caufe of his detention being now re- 
moved} but this Motezuma declined, faying it would by no 
toeans be proper to leave the Spanijh quarters befure Cortez 
departed the country^ as his reputation would fufTer greatly, 
when it was known that he had received his liberty from the 
hands of another ; a thought which Cortez took care to fug- 
geft, by means of Donna Marina^ before he ventured to 
make. the propofaL 

Every thing was now contrived in fuch a manner as to ^ 
pcrfuade the royal prifoner and his fubjecSs, that he was at ^ ^' 
pcrfed liberty, and only a vifitor by inclination to the Sp^': reconciled 
fnords \ and he returned the obligation with fuch affability and ^^ his fit u^ 
liberality, as really engaged the aflFedions of the Spaniards* aticn, and ■ 
Before this time the. virtues of Moiexuma lay concealed Uom conceives a 
Ws own fubjedls. His geiieroiity, fincerity, magnanlmity,./nV/ 
wd Warmth of friendfbip, were obfcured by the ntat^zxy friendjhip 
. Nidation of dignity, refctve* arid aufterity ; perhaps misfor-</^'' for- 
tune too foftened his heart, or the acquaintance with a peo- t-'-^* I 
pie more civilized than his own, contributed to enlarge his 
^Jflderftanding, and call forth the exertion of really natural 
?wlities. Certaia it is, that ths Spaniards thernfelvQs allow I 
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no prince could behave in a more amiable manner, or exhi- 
bit ftronger proofs of a noble ixiind, than Motezimma difplayed 
during the whole period of his confinement. After he had, 
by his behaviour, fully gained and merited the confidence of 1 
CorteZy he one day afked his permifiton to go fometimes to 
vifit his temples, promifing, upon the word of a fovereign, i 
, faithfully to return to his prifon, for fo he ufed to call his con- 
finement jocularly, when only Spaniands were in hearing. 
He told CorteZf that he now defired, for his own convenien* 
cy, and for the fake of the Spaniards, to fhew himfelf to his 
fubjefts, who began to fufpe£t that he was detained by force, 
as the caufe of his detention was ceafed with the punifhmenc 
of ^alpopoca, left fbme commotion might happen, if he did 
not fpeediiy prevent it by this proof of his liberty. TKe ge-' 
neral anfwered, without hefitation, that he was at perfcd^ 
liberty to go when and where he pleafed, and that he' 
afcribed his making as a requeft to him what he might com- 
mand, to the excefs of his goodnefs ; but he accepted the 
. promife which the emperor made of not changing his refn 
dence, as if he were extremely folicitous to preferve the ho- ; 
nour and happinefs which he had in the converfation and fo- 
ciety of his royal gueft. He likewife exafled another pro- -i 
mife, that Motezinna would abolifh the barbarous cuftora of ! 
human facrificcs at the altars of his gods ; a promife which *' 
that prince religioufly performed, prohibiting all human 
vidlims, not only in the temples of Mexico, but in thofe of 
the whole empire. 

MoUzumah fir ft excurfion was to the great temple, whi- 
ther he went with his ufual pomp, the people celebrating 
the firft appearance of their monarch with loud acclamations. 
Every one feemed now forgetful of the injuries,, either real 
or imaginary, which they received from the tyrant, and nothing I 
appeared to their eyes but the bright fide of the royal character, I 
the luftre of which became more confpicuous in adverfity. 
He received their congratulations with an air of fatisfadiion 
and majefty, and was particularly profufe that day in the fa- 
vours beftowed on the nobles, and the gifts diftributed 
among the people. Having complied with the duties of his 
religion, he returned to bis quarters, declaring to the 5^tf- 
niards, " That the fatisfaftion he had in refiding among 
•' them, made him equally defirous of returning, as the 
*' difcharge of his promife." From this time he continued 
to go abroad when he pleafed, and often partook of public 
diverfions, always returning at night to his qiiarters ; info- 
much that the Mexicans began aSually to regard his perfe- 
verance as the cffeft of bis love tg the Spaniards, It was 
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now cuftomary for the nobility to make their fir ft; application 
to Cortex whenever any favour was wanted from the empe- ' 
for; and he was, in all refpeds, regarded as the chief coun- 
rdlor, friend, minifter, anc( favourite of the monarch. 

But Cortez was' not fo intoxicated with profperity, or Cortez 
lulled with flattery, as to negleft the immediate objt A mahs new 
of the expedition, and the concerns of the colony at f^era improve* 
Cruz, He had already recovered all the reputation which the ««»'-^ o^ 
Spaniards loft in the late unfortunate affair, by the condign ^^^ 
punifliment of the Mexican general, and principal officers con- ^^z, 
Cemed in that affair ; but as no governor had been appointed 
|o fucceed yuan Efcalante^ the Settlement remained without 
Ihead, which might be productive of difpute and fadion. 
To remedy every evil .which might arife from this ftate of 
affairs, Cortex nominated captain Gonxalo de Sandoval^ go- 
mnor of Vera Cruz ; but becaufe he could not, in the prefent 
jandure, cojnveniently part with fo good an officer, he fui^- 
fered him to appoint Jlonfo de Grado for his lieutenant, to 
adminifter juftice, and dired the affairs of the colony in his 
abfence. Cttriex is blamed for entrufting a place of fuch 
importance, and the only retreat which he had in cafe of a 
taiiare in Mexico^ into the hands of a perfon whofe fidelity 
be had reafon to fufpe£fc, on account of his attachment to 
^'ikquez'y but of this Grado had as yet given no room for 
fufpicion. Befides, that Cortez might reafonably imagine 
honour and gratitude would, after fuch a mark of his 
confidence, engage him more ftrongly to his intereft ; he 
made ufe of the opportunity which thefe journeys to and 
from Fera Cruz furniftied, of bringing cordage and other ma- 
terials for the veflels which he dtfigned building on the lake 
(A Mexico^ in cafe of any rupture with the townfmen, or 
any further reafons fhould arife for fufpe<3:ing that they in- 
tended to break down the bridges. The manner in which 
he brought this about, without giving fufpicion to the court, 
or the emperor, that he was not thoroughly fatisfied about 
bis fecurity, was artful and fagacious. He firft inflamed the 
curiofity of Motezumdy by defcribing the Spanijh fhipping, 
and thofe floating palaces, that moved with fuch velocity on 
the water without oars ; and when he found that the mo- 
narch was extremely defirous of feeing- fuch a novelty, he 
gave him to underftand, that nothing was wanting to his 
gratification, befides a few neceflaries from Vera Cruz ; for 
that he had workmen in his army capable of building thefe 
vettels. The bait took with Motezuma^ and he gave imme- Jie builds 
diate orders that all his people fhould afiift Cortez in what- /wo nje/- 
CYcr he fhould dircil concerning the fhipping. By xhi^fels ontbe 
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Mexieo, "J^***^** *" * f'^ ^^ys* two brigantincs were g(rt ready, full 
which ex- '^gg®^> ^"^ equipped, and MoUzuma was invited on board, 
/rfw/y i/^- to make the firft trial of their failing, of which he couh 
iight the forn* »o Wca. Accordingly he embarked for this purpofc 
mfaror. and gave orders for a great hunting upon the water, in order 
that all his people might be diverted with the novelty 
prefented by the Spaniards, On the day appointed, th< 
, royal equipage was ready early in the morning, and the lakd 
Was Covered with a multitude of boats and canoes load< 
^ith people. The Mexicans had augnnented the number 
their rowers on board the rc^yal barge*, with intention todiC 
grace the S/>fl«(^ veffels, which they regarded as clulnfy, un 
Wieldy, and heavy ; but they were fooh undeceived ; a frcfi 
gale ftarted up, the brigantines hoifted fail, to the uttei 
aflonifliment of all the fpedators, ^nd foon left all the ca< 
noes behind, to the great triumph and fatisfadion of MoU 
teumdj who gloried in the vi6lory of the Spaniards^ with tht 
true poHtenefs of the mod civilized and accomplifhed prince 
The novelty of this fpedacle produced its ordinary effcfls 
TheJfl^si were equally pleafed and aftoniflied. Some 
mdmired the management of the rudder, others of the fallf 
believing that, by their means, the Spaniards commander 
the winds and the waters. Thofe of more underftandin 
regarded the fhips as a beautiful invention, which ihewe( 
the genius and good fenfe of the people ; and the vulgar fully 
per(uaded themfelves that the Spaniards muft be fomethiiig 
fupernatural, thus to obtain dominion over the elements. 
Upon the whole, we cannot fufliciently applaud the forefighf 
and prudence of Cortezy who thus united his own fecurityi 
intereft, and reputation, with the entertainment of the peo- 
ple, and the fovereign, in i^hofe opinion he could not ftand 
too high to fucceed in his defigns. 
Addrefsof ^^^^ was this the fingle point which his addrefs obtained 
Coitcz. from Motezuma that contributed to the accompli(hrtient of 
bis projeds. He introduced the praifes of the catholic king, 
fo favourably, and extolled his power, grandeur, clemency, 
and other qualities 6f the heart, and goods of fortune, in b 
judicious a manner, that Mdteztma and his whole court 
eagerly defired the propofed alliance, and an eftabliflied 
commerce between the two nations, as what muft prove 
mutually beneficial. By iVay of converfation, and gratify- 
mg his curiofity, Cortez alfo made fome'of the moftimpor- 
^ tant difcoveries ; for he had fo won the afFe£lions of the em- 
peror, that he concealed nothing from him. AH fufpicioa 
touching his ambitious defigns were vanifhed, and he.was 
now conlidered as the friend ^and ally of Mexico. By t!^'^ 
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&i€kR^ he procar«ii vel*^ circumft^ntial Inforrnztjon of the 
ftrengfh 91)4 ^xUfit of the enspice ; of iti 4ivifion$, [tqri-^ 
tj^rS) provinces, cpimnodities, ipines, nvers, ^fii other par- 
ticulars i of ihe4ifl?B€esof the fputb smd north fea$^ (heir q^a* 
Ikies, roads, aQd harbours: ^i^ Corte% feeiped to hav^ fo 
little defign in thefc inquiries, that Mofezum, to induIjLd 
l^is t^mdable curiDftiy, ord^sri^d hU paioc^rs, with the afii/i'- 
^Qt of niM (killed in the t^poj^aphy of M^jxicg^ to draw 
Out all his dominions on a piece of cotton, in Aich a ipanner 
.as to give ao exa^e^reficBtadoo pf every particular meriting 
tfp^ti. He eve^ perautted fonoe Spmftris to take a vievo^ 
5>rtbe richeft Jnin^ iil the empire, and of all tbeport^ and 
bays capable pf receiving ibipping ; hclieving, with a tj-uly 
grperous coffifidencci that the i(ame perfons, wbofe qualities 
had engaged bis . affe^Uoris, dould never forfeit his (^fteeoi } 
tad exhibitifig the Orongeft propfs, that although his firft pro- 
ieffions of rcf ord for the Spawifds^ proceeded from fear^ they 
were now the di^ef of love, and the warmeft emotions gi 
fticndlbi^. 

SiJCH were chie happy circumftances of CorUv!^ aiid his Jfi Hrrif 
t)eQp]e, Avfaen fqperfiition and ^mhm^afm, for we cannpt call '** ^'^^ 
it rational zcal» in^pelled them .to meafor^s which had aUnoA ^«»^«^« 
blaftitdtbA frgits oi all their labour, and defiroyed the confi- 
dence gained with fo much trouhie. Nothing could \t 
more prepofterpus than to alteippt, at this j unsure, a revo- 
lution in religion ; yet this, we afe told upon u^ujueftion- 
able authority^ was the neibli#tioa of the Sp(mardt\ for which 
])urpofe Cortex fallied out one day at the head of a party to 
overthrow the idols, i^d convert the principal teiiiple into a 
church. Animio de Salts pretends to call this fa£l in queftion; 
but the only rea/on he gives is it« inconfiftency •with the reft 
of CorUz*s policy, and the many other inftaaces of his good 
ienfc and folid underfiandi/ig ; a method of arguing that 
would take from human a^tiod^s their greatefk peculiarity^ 
their contradiflion and inconiiflency. •^ Certain it is that thd 
coQJeSures of J)£ Solis ought not to weigh againft the uni- 
vcrfal teftimyony of other writers ^ ; even thoGe who werof 
eye-witne&s of the very fads th^y relate, a,nd who were a? 
much coooerned to vindicate th^ re|><ita.tloo of Cortex as his 
pftaegyrift. This fudden meaCure threw the whole city into 
confuhpn, and Mott%uma into the uttnoft perplexity. The 
^icfis took up «rQQ9 in defence of their gods, ajod the popu''' 
lace efpoufed cheir caufe. The r§fp^4i they entertained fof 
t^t Spaniards yielded to their dev^tio^, and h<id not the idoltf 
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been fufFered to remain in their places, the confequence ftit^ 
have proved fatal to the reformers. Herrera relates that the 
difpute ended by a kind of compromife, elFeded through th^ 
influence of Motezuma ; by which no alteration was to be made 
in the principal temple, but another inferior in point of vene* 
ration was given to the Spaniards^ to be turned into a chapeli 
or church, where they were allowed to perforin mafs pob^ 
lickly. In a word, mutual toleration was the bafisof theac- 
comitiodation. 
A danjti' ^'^ ^*^ probably this, together with the circnmflances <rf 
rouscMfpi'^^ monarches reftraint, which gave rife to a confpi* 
racy difco- '^cy that was at this time difcovered» to drive the Spmiardi 
nfered and out of Mexic&^ and fet Motexumm at liberty; or if he ap- 
defeattd. peared determined to fupport the ftrangers, to bring about a 
revolution in the government, and place another prince upon 
the imperial throne. At the head of this confpiracy was 
Caminat%iny nephew to the emperor, an enterprifingy fpirit- 
ed, patriotic youth, who grew quite impatient at feeing hit 
, uncle, his fpvereign, and the whple empire, governed at 
pleafure by a ftranger, unfupported by power, and whofe fole 
I influence was founded upon his own addrefs, the credulity 

of the monarch, and the puiillanimity of the people. The 
Spanijh writers call him an iiiconfiderate, hot-headed 
young man, blinded by ambition ; and feem to treat as 
a crime what certainly merits the higheft encomiums. He 
was not only a prince of the blood, but a fovereign of the 
£rft confideration, who held the kingdom of Tevuuco as a 
fief, if we may fo call it, oi the imperial crown. His 
rank, dignity, high blood, and fpirit, gave him reafon to 
afpire at the iirft dignity in the empire, upon a future elec- 
tion ; and he thought he could not better recommend him- 
felf than by attempting an enterprize which muft prove 
agreeable to the fovereign and the fubjeds, although fear 
might at prefent reftfain the emotions of the heart. Cam" 
natzin could not forbear obferving that pufiUanimity and 
meannefs of fpirit with which a whole powerful kingdom be- 
held their monarch in fubjedion to the ambaflador of ano- 
ther prince. He painted the condu£k of the Spaniards in the 
blackeft and moft odious colours, charging them with hav- 
ing violently confined a prince who was loading them with^ 
kindnefles, and with laying the foundation of a defpotifm, 
? the moA cruel and flavifh of any, becaafe it was raifed upon 

Ignorance, fuperftition, and hypocrify. Thefe fubje6b he 
feized every opportunity of introducing before the caziques 
and nobility ; and when he found he had fufficiently prepared 
their minds, he held a fectet council of all Ym friends and 
y . . ', relations 
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^^lations at bis palace of H'ezeun^ at which vtrere prefent tti^ 
kings pf Cayocan^ Iztapalapa^ Tacuha^ and Maltacingo^ all of 
jthem princes of the empire, and fubje^ls o^ Motiziumd. 
Thefe he harangued withXuch fpirit, elocution, and fervour 
of patriotifm; that. the whole afiembly applauded his refolq-^ 
tion, and promifed their utmbft aififtance, except the cazU 
que of MaltacingOi who endeavoured to defeat his dedgns, by 
^eprefenting that it would be necefl^ry and incumbent upon 
them tp acquaint Mottzitma with their mtentions, and, before 
they took any violent meafures, to have his permii&on. It 
iyould be dangerous^ he faid^ to the royal perJTon to attaqjc 
the pakce where he refided, without iirft placing him in a 
place oir fecurity, or at le^ft giving him fuch intimations as 
might enable him to look to his own fafety ; lior would it 
add to their reputation %6 ufe violence to ftrangers, who were 
under the protedion of their foyereign, until they had given 
fome juft provocation, and exhibited ftroiiger prefumptions 
of xheir finifter intentions. , It was obvious to the whole af- 
iembly that this cazique (poke from prejudice to Caminatzinj 
whofe rival he wa£ in preteniions to the crown, and in glory. 
His opinion was therefore unanimously reje<^ed; and Cam^ 
natzin could not refrain from refle&ions injurious to his hd- 
flouTj which (he other bore patiently^ the better t6 pur- 
fue bis intentions of makiog ^ compleat difcovery both to 
Coriez and Motezuma. As foon as he had furnished himfelf 
with all th^ information, he fent advices to the Spanijh quar- 
ters, and Aiotezuma was going in queft of Cortex to commu- 
hicate his intelligence, when he found the genera! had anti- 
cipated his dengn, and was coming upon the fame errand, to 
th^ royal apartments. It was fuiScient to clear MoU%uma 
from all fufpicion of his being an acceflary. that he was io , 
ready to communicate his firft advices; and indeed his future 
cbndu£l fully joftified the integrity of his heart, tie expref- 
fed great indignation againft th«t whole fadion, and propofed 
chaiUilhg them with the iitmoft rigour ; to which CorU% an-^ 
fwered, that he was forry to have been the oqcafion of any 
diiturbance among his vafTals, and for that reafonfound he 
Was obliged to take upon himfelf the remedy. He was 
therefore come to afk his permiifion to march immediately 
with his Spaniards to Tezeucoy to crufli in embryo a cojpfpi- 
Jacy that might be attended with bad confequences to his im- 

ferial majefty, unlefs fupprefled in proper feafom It would 
. e neceliary, he faid, to feize upon Caminaizin before he . 

fiiould join his confederates, and.thereby prevent theeffufion 
of blood. 

N 2 M0TEZUM4 
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MOTEZXJMA admired the undaunted fpirit of the SfaHtfi 
general ; hut he dedined his propofal, faying, it would b< 
a diminution of his power and authority to ufe foreign 
arms in the chaflifement of his oivn fuhj^£ts. He therefofe 
defifed that CorUZj for his fake, would diflemble his private 
refentment, and gave it as his final refolution, that every 
motion of the Spaniards would only ferve to encreafe the 
hatred of the people to them, and occafion their infifling 
more obftinately upon their removal from the court: that it 
would, therefore, be beft to affift him with his counfel, 
and Z&. as mediator^ if circumftances ihould require any in- 
terpofition. He likewife thought it proper^ firft to try the cf- 
fe^s of gentle remedies, and whether his nephew would be 
brought to reafon, by reminding him of the duty and obli^ 
eations which he owed to his fovereign, and of the general 
benefit that would refult from an amicable intercourfe with 
the Spaniards, For this purpofc Motezuma fent one of his 
attendants to the prince, defiring to fee him ; and likewife 
acquainting him on the part of Conez^ that he fought his 
friend(hip, and could wifli to have him nearer the royal 
perfon, that he might give him proofs of his efteem: to 
which meffage, it is reported, the prince returned an info- 
lent anfwer ; probably imagining, that the whole had been 
didated by. C^f^z, who laid ti^is fpecious fnare to deprh'C 
him of liberty, as he had done the emperor. Upon t<)is 
Cortez made frefli application to Motezuma^ for leave to 
chaftife the rebel, for fuch the fpirited prince is called by all 
the Spanijh writers, who treat every attempt agarnft Coria 
as an infult upon the fovereign ; but the emperor per&ftedf 
that, in this cafe, there was more dependence on deliberation 
than adion ; and defired it might be left wholly to his 
management, as he was better acquainted with the temper 
of his own people, and the fource of the prefent difafFedtion. 
Motezuma then, by pretending to defpife the danger, ^tA 
treat his nephew's behaviour as the effed of levity and youth', 
rendered the confpirators carelefs, countermined their plot, 
bribed the fervants round the perfon of Caminaizin^ and by 
that mearrs feized his perfon, and brought him prifbner to 
the Spanijh quarters, without the leaft noife or difturbancc. 
It was now that Motezuma difcovered all his dificmbled re- 
fentment, treated his nephew as z crimindl guilty of high 
treafoh, and committed him to the fame prifon defiined to 
noblemen condemed to undergo punifliment. He was after- 
Wards depofed, out of compliment to Cortez^ and a young 
nobleman, his brother, whom Cortez was defirous of engage- 
ittg in his intercft, was raifed to the throne of Tezeuco. TniJ 

cbc 



Wtf Hijloyy of America. i8^ 

the emperor declared in a fpeech made at the irivcfliture of 
the young prince, acquainting him, that he ^owed all his 
good fortune to the mediation of the Spaniards ; and giving 
the nobility to undcrftand, that the lenity of ;he punifhment 
inflified on Camtnatziny proceeded from the fame caufe. 
All applauded the chaftif^jment, the moderation of which 
fccmcd no way agreeable to the ufual fcverity fliewn by 
^(7/^?WWtf on fimilar occafions J thefuperiorjudgmentof the 
Spaniards was acknowledged ; and the very novelty of punifli- 
ing rebellion without blpodOied produced fuch extraordinary 
cffefls, that all the troops in arms for Caminatzin difperfed, 
and the confederate caciques fubmitted themfelves, without 
hefitation» to the roy^l clemency, and received pardon 
throu^ the interpofition of CorieZj who artfully feized this 
opportunity of rendering himielf popular. 

Notwithstanding the favourable ifllie of this con • Motezu- 
§>iracy, tfa^re wasfufficient caufe of uneafinefs to Motezuma^ ma, hy am. 
who was too well acquainted with the motives of his ne- inftru- 
phew's cot^duft, and the genuine patriot! fm which warmed ment, ac- 
the breaft of that young prince, aUhough circumilances ^/?0T^/f^« 
obliged him to conceal his fentiroents, and to treat an at- him/elf the 
tempt to rid Mmco of fervitude to the Spaniards, as rebel^ "^^JJalcf 
lion to the fnyereign. Upon coolly examining into the be- ^^^ V"^ ^-^ 
haviour of Cortez^ he found fomething myfterious in his ^P*^^' 
long refidence in his dominions ; and thought the continual 
Teftraint laid upon his liberty was fcarce compatible with the 
charafter of ambaflador aflumed by the general. He began 
to be afhamed of the general refleflions upon his want of 
fpirit and reiblution, for fufFering himfelf to be wholly go- 
verned by the ftrangers. This had been one of the pretences 
urged by Caminatzin for taking up arms ; and Motezuma hiai- 
<elf was fcnfible, there was too much occafion for murmur- 
ing. As the fame reafons ftill fubfifted, he was apprehen- 
fiveof fome freft difturbances ; the applaufe beftowed on the 
late fentence might be intended to cover further defigns^ 
and to lull the government into fecurity. At any event there 
was danger from the fparksofa fire lately extmguifhed, of 
which even the Spaniards themfelves might take advantage, 
to enlarge their dominion, and extend their influence over 
the Atexicans'y which could only be efFe6ied by a diminution 
of the royal prerogative. Mature deliberation, therefore^ 
wponhis circumftances, determined him to alter his beha- 
nour to the Spaniards, eftrange himfelf gradually from them,^ 
and intimate to Cortex, that it wa^ tune to think of his de« 
parture, as he was ready to execute every particular of the 

J^rpofe of his cmbafly. It was fom^e time before he coul4 

jN prcv^^il 
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Zt:J:nlr':!Co^^^^^ ^^^\^. he (ild that he ha 
Iccn thinking of making a voluntary acknowlcdgipcnt of] 
that vailaiagc which was due to the Spanifi monarch, as 
fuccenbr of ^ezalcoaly and proprietory lord of the Mexican \ 
empire ; for which purpofc he intended to aflemble the ca- ' 
ziques and nobles of the realm, and to make this acknow- 
ledgment in the prefence of a full affembly, thatthey mighty 
after liis example, teftify their obedience by fomc contribu- 
tions and tribute to the new fovereign. He had already, he 
faid, provided abundance of jewels and (tones of ineftimable' 
value, to diicharge the obligation on his own part ; and he I 
vras perfuaded his people wouli contribute on theirs fuch a r 
prefent, as would be worthy of the kirig, as the firft ac- 
inowledgment of the Mexican empire. 

By this artful propqCal, MottTMmn concealed his defign 
from CcrteZy and aftuaJly perfuaded the general, that he had 
110 farther ni'-tivss for this extraordinary refolution, than a 
fuper(litious compliance with the intention pf the ancient 
prophecies, which he now regarded z% fulfilled. Cortex re- 
turned thanks, and was extremely well pleafcd to have ob- 
tained more than he thought was prafticable at the prefent 
junflure ; little imagining that this was a fnare laid by the; 
emperor, to oblige him, in the fulleft manner, to declare his 
uUimate dcfigns, or to quit the Mexican dominions. Oa 
the contrary, he hoped now, ^hat this extraordinary favour 
would enable him, without difficulty, to fecurc his refidencc 
in the capital, until further orders were received from Spain^ 
and fuch a reinforcement as would be fufficient for the ac- 
tual conqueft of the empire, fhould it be neceffary to em- 
ploy violence. If we may credit Herrera, it was by the 
advice of Cortez that Motezuma difpatched his qonvocatory 
orders to the caziques ; although it is probable, from the 
^'ifpatch ufed upon this occafion, that the. orders were ifrue<f 
immediately after the propofal was made to the general, to 
prevent his penetrating into the defigns of the fovereigni 
Certain it is, that the nobility met at Moie%uma*% appoint- 
incnt, that Cortez was admitted into the affembly, and that 
the whole tranfaftion, of acknowledging the fovereignty of 
the Spanijf) monarch, was plerformed with the utmoft folem- 
nity ; though it was by no means the intention of Mojiezuma 
\ to reiign his throne, but only by this ftratagem to bi;«ak hia 

fetters. He opened the affembly with a fpeech, in which he 
endeavoured, by the moft foothing expreffions, to coi;ici}i9te^ 
the minds of the nobles. He retoinde4 them of the vmxi% 

proofs 
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IR-oofs he had given diem of his afFed^ipn, and that they held 

iheif dignities from his bounty ; inferring from thence the 

improbability of his making any propofal to them incompa-i- 

tibie with their intereft, and the honour and majefty of the 

empire. He faid, that what he was now going to mention 

was the refult of mature deliberation, and the advice of tho 

gods, who bad intimated their opinion to hioi, by manifeil 

figas of approbation. He entered upon a fhort account of the 

oti^ of the A^xican empire \ the expedition of the Nabat-^ 

laca$\ the extraordinary atchieveipent; of ^uizalcoal\ the 

prophecy he left when h^ departed for the conqueft of the 

eaft ; foretelling, by the impulfe of heaven, that his defcen-. 

dantB {hould return to govern the kingdoms of the weft« 

Heaffirmedy as an indifputable point, that his catholic ma- 

jefty was the lawful fucceflbr of ^uezalcoal; whence he con-^ 

eluded, that they ought unanimoufly, in his perfon, to ac^ 

knowledge the hereditary right of blood; although, for want 

of this, they had for years difpofed of the crown by eIe^ion« 

That for his own part he was fuch a lover of juftice, and ad^ 

mircr of the virtues of the brave monarch ^ezalcoal, that he. 

would chearfully lay his crown at the feet of his defcendant,^ 

and was now refolved to be the firft in teftifying his fatisfac- 

tion at the completion of the prophecy. For this purpofo 

he had fele£led the moft precious jewels of his treafury, ta 

be fent to the. king of Spain in token of his vaiTalage 3 and 

hoped that his nobles would follow his example, not only in 

a iunilar acknowledgment, but in accompanying it with 9k 

bandfome contribution of their riches. It is alledged by fomo 

Spani/h writer^, that, in defpite of all Motezumas efforts ta 

conceal his emotion at the neceifity for making this concef- 

Son,,he found fojnething fo repugnant to his natural pride, 

and (hocking to his dignity in the humiliating terms, that 

his expreffion was f^requently interrupted with fobs and tears ^ 

which is not at all prpbable, if, with De Solis^ we afcribe^ 

the convoking the caziques to the defire of getting clear of 

the Spaniards by this artifice. The whole aflembly, we are 

tpld, fympathized with the prince : and Coriez found it ne-v 

ceflary to comfprt the difconfolate monarch, by aflfuring him» 

that it was not the intention of the king of Spain to difpoflefs 

bim of the royal dignity, or to make the leaft alteration in the 

government ; his whole defire being only, that the right of 

fucceffion might be fettled on his defcendants. MoUxuma 

itcovcred courage upon this ; but the whole afierably was 

"'^nfounded with the boldnefs and novelty of the propofal,^ 

• uch they regarded as the higheft reflexion upon the dig- 

^ Pf fo powerful a monarch as Motezuma, They eyed 

N i|^ eacls 
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grevail upoq himfclf to make the propofa), or he could meet 
yrith a fair opportunity of introducing the fubjeft. At laftj 
as the general wa$ one day vifitinghim, he faid. that hehaq 
been thinking of making a voluntary acknowledgment of 
that vafTalage which was due to the Spanijb monarch, as 
fucceflbr of ^^z^/ifW, and proprietory lord of the Jd^A-zV^w 
empire ; for which purpofe he intended to aiTemble the ca- 
ziques and nobles of the realm, and to make this 9cknow« 
ledgment in the prefence of a full afTembly^tliatthey mighty 
after his example, teftify their obedience by fomc contribu- 
tions arid tribute to the neW fovbreign. He had already, he 
faid, provided abundance of jewels and (tones of ineftimable 
value, to diicharge the obligation on his own part ; and he 
was perfuaded his people would contribute on theirs fuch a 
prefent, as would be worthy of the king, a3 ihp firft ac- 
knowledgment of the Mexican empire. 

By this artful propqfal, MottzutnU concealed his defign 
from Ccrtezy and actually perfuaded the general, that he had 
110 farther motives for this extraordinary refolution, than a 
fuper(litioys compliance with the intention pf the ancient 
prophecies, which he now regarded as fulfilled. Coriex re- 
turned thanks, and was extremely well pleafcd to have ob- 
tained more than he thought was prafticable at the prefcnt 
jundnre ; little imagining that this was a fnare laid by the^ 
emperor, to oblige him, in the fuUeft manner, to declare his 
ultimate dcfigns, or to qui^ the Mexican dominions. On 
the contrary, he hoped now, that this extraordinary favour 
would enable him, vvithout difficulty, to fecurc his refidence 
in the capital, until further orders were received from Spainl 
and fuch a reiniForcement as would be fufficientfor the ac- 
tual conqueft of the empire, fhould it be neceffary to em- 
ploy violence. If we in ay credit /!£?rr^r^7, it was by the 
advice of Cortez that Motezuma difpatched his qonvocatory 
orders to the caziques j although it is probable, from the 
^Ifpatch ufed upon this occafion, that the. orders were ifluedf 
i.mmedia'fcly after the propofal was made to the general, to 
prevent his penetrating into the defigns of the fovereignl 
Certain it is, that the nobility met at Moiezuma*^ appoint- 
ment, that CorUz was admitted into theaffembly, ant! that 
the whole tranfaftion, of acknowledging the fovereignty of 
the Spanijf) monarch, was performed with the utmpft folem- 
nity ; though it was by no means the intention of Mojt0zuma 
to refign his throne, but only by this ftratagem to b^^ak his 
fetters. He opened the affemWy with a fpeech, in which he 
endeavoured, by the moft foothing expreffions, to copciii^te. 
the minds of the nobles. He retainded them of the man^ 
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proofs he had given them of bis ^Sc&^Qn^ and that they held 
Cheir dignities from his bounty ; inferring from thence the 
improbability of his making any propofal to them incompa->* 
tible witi^ their interefl, and the honour and majefty of the 
empire. He faid, that what he was now going to mention 
was the refult of mature deliberation, and the advice of tho 
gods, who had intimated their opinion to him, by manifeft 
figas of approbation. He entered upon a (hort account of the 
origin of the Mexican empire ; the expedition of the NahaU 
local \ the extraordinary atchievement of ^uezalcoal\ the 
prophecy he left when h^ departed for the conqueft of the; 
eaft \ foretelling, by the impulfe of heaven, that his defcen^^ 
dantB Ihould return to govern the kingdoms of the wefl. 
He affirmed, as an indifputable point, that .his catholic ma- 
jefty was the lawful fucceiTor of Siuixalcoal\ whence he con^t 
(Judedy that they ought unanimoufly, in his perfon, to ac«^ 
knowledge the hereditary right of blood ; although, for want 
of this, they had for years difpofed of the crown by eledion« 
That for his own.part he was fueh a lover of juftice, and ad<« 
mirer of the virtues of the brave monarch ^ezalcoal^ that he. 
would chearfully lay his crown at the feet of his defcendant,^ 
and was now refolved to be the iirft in teftifving his fatisfac- 
tion at the completion of the prophecy, r or this purpofe 
he had felecSted the mod precious jewels of his treafury, to 
be fent to the, king of Spain in token of his vafTalage 5 and 
hoped that his nobles would follow his example, not only in 
a umilar acknowledgment, but in accompanying it with 2k 
handfome contribution of their riches. It is alledged by fome 
Spanijb writer^, that, in defpite of all Motezuma^s efforts to 
conceal his emotion at the neceifity for'making this concef- 
fion, . he found fojpiething fo repugnant to his natural pride, 
and (hocking to his dignity in the humiliating terms, that 
his expreffion was fjrequently interrupted with fobs and tears i^ 
which is not at all prpbable, if, with De Solis^ we afcriba 
tbe convoking the caziques to the defire of getting clear of 
the Spaniards by this artifice. The whale afkmbly^ we are 
(old, fympathized with the prince : and Coriez found it ne-r 
ceflary to comfort the difcbnfolate monarch, by aflTuring him» 
that it was not this intention of the king of Spain to difpoflefs 
bim of the royaldignity, or to make the leaft*alteration in the 
government ; his whole defire being only, that the right of 
fucceilion might be fettled on his defcend ants. Motezuma 
recovered courage upon this ; but the whole aflembly was 
confounded with the boldnefs and novelty of the propofal,, 
• which they regarded as the higheft refleflion upon the dig- 
K'ty of fo powerful a monarch as Motezuma, They ^yc6. 
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each oihcr vith attfaecment, obfervihg a ^ofound Elcfrt»i 
t until the prime ipjftiftcr, who was perfe6Hy aicquainted witft 

%he t^nrlper of the foVfeteigti, ventured to reply, that the ftf- 
feiAbly would be ready to obey all hts commands as their l6fd 
^nd natural fovereign, and to follow any example he (hould 
think proper to give ; as they had no doubt but he fiilly 
Weighed the co^fequehces 6f hifi |-«folutloni and cOnfilM 
the gods upon an affair df fb great momciit. Upon thb, a 
pablic inflrutnent was drawn up in the manner af the tmn-f 
try, with all the tiectJflify folemnilics ufiially obferv^d \n 
payiflg homage; ahd frortt that day fdrWard, the emptrdt 
i:bdrla V. king of Spdifi^ was likewift regarded by thdfi 
people as hereditary lord and fovereign 6f the Mexkqntxhf 
pire : i*^enc^ (he Spanijh hiftorians deduce a variety of rei- 
ibris in juftific^tion of thdr right, founded upon the concur* 
rihgcleflioriofthd ()eopIc, vahd the voluntary fubitiifflonif 
the fovereign ; reafons rather fpecious x\\th M\A in a m'6ral 
vJtw ; which, however, it is not our province tq refute. 
Hf orders 0JTEZUMA had, by this acknowledgment of vaflarfage 
Cortez to tQ his catholic majcfty, prepared the way f«t>r the execution of 
j«/V ^jtffe- hid farther defigns. He delivered to Curtez the prcfcnthc 
9liinions. }xzA provided, which w^s- extremely ricih, eodfiftin^ of gdld, 
drham^hts, pearls, precloils ftones, and beautiful pt^ore^ 
ctf feathers. Next he gave a faithful aetoUnt of the tribute 
dfFfered by the nobility to the king of jSj&^w, which was in- 
deed exceedingly fplendid and valuable :' after which he told 
Corttt^ >Vith a refervp and. fevcrity altogether unufual, that 
Jiefhnuld now begin to think of his journey, the molivfes 
fbt his farther ftay being ccafed, aftd the ifluetf his-etnbajfy 
io uhtorhmonly fucccfsful y for the ^"exkniis wqtild take 
umbrage at his longer delay, fufpeft that he entertarh^d 
farther and more dangerous defigtis tliah v^^hat he av<>wcil,^ 
and that the fovereign authority Would no longer lie abft t6 
ptotfe^ him aga;nft their "refcrttment, in cafe thett fufplciofl) 
wcic at all corroborated by prefuiinptions, M The godi* 
^* faid be, arc angry with me for the favOtir I have (heWh r6' 
^« their enemies, and have denied me rain. They threaten 
♦* tt) deftroy the fruits of ta^ h^rvefts, ind^ It) fend a pefti* 
♦• lence among my people. Aflc vi^hat yoih will have tnore. 
f * and I freely grant it ; becaufe, in defpite of the dutiit^ of 
*« my religion, I love yoii and the othe^ Sp&Htards. But ynu 
^^* muft be gone ; religion, and the voice of thy people, 
<* require this facrifice." CDrte^t Was furprifed with the 
^ir of refolution with which MbUzuma ddiyercd this iin- 
cxpcfted intimation ; and then, for the fitft time, difcoVered 
tijc nieanirtg of the prcfents, and thft irafltalz^ge to the catho- 
lic 
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Ik king. The firft emottoh of anger would have dompclled 

htm to a riefoltite defiance ; but^ on further reilediiioDy hi 

thought it morfs advifable to diflembley and fdem ia acqutcfce 

JA the emperor's refolution. Accordingly he replied, >< that 

^* as he hed obtained the ultimate aim of his embaflys hn 

f ^ would tioW prepare, .with all neceilary difpatch, for re- 

^< turnirtg to Sfnin ; and he had come with intention to aflt 

*^ the emperor's permiifion, to build vefTcIs to ttanfport 

f< himfelf and people : thofe in which be came having beea 

^ deftto^^d^ and incapable of being repaired for fo long a 

^« voyage;** Wi th which avafivetanfwer be gained time fot 

further refolucioiis, and pofltbly for the arrival of inftrudionft 

' 0nd reinforcements from £i^^#» The anfwfcr was highly 

|)ka(ingto Moinuinkt^ who above all things avoided coming 

tda nipturd with the Sfamardsr ((yt wh<nn be entertained a 

real f^ietidflttp i yet k is repdrted^ that he bad provided an 

frmy of f^ny ilieiufand men t6 Atpport bis refolution, in ca& 

it h^ httft difpftted. But now finding chat every thing 

Bcw^dtntHd'Very chanftcl whicH he direflted,' be^DDld Coriisij, 

ii^ thie ii)bft ^figbg maftner^ ^^ That it was not his incenv 

f ^^ tton td ihAQ! upon his depsrtute, wivhout fiirni(bing him 

i**'*ith^he heteflary nWanSj that be flioUld give the re- 

I ** <^iflfe &fid6ti fof buildirtgthc veflels required, according to 

'^ me geHeraFs direaions ; ind fbat it was fufficient ca ap^ 

** fleafe therefentmertt 6f the godd, and fileikre th^ elamours 

^* df his (libje<$)s^ that Gdmz had, by hil compliance, given 

*' proohtifhh integrity, afld thafalfity of their fufpicions." 

I& tonfequefi^e^ itiftru^bf)^ were immediately iffued refped*- 

iflgtheihi^i ailddifpatched CO ^^ruCfft^; cbe/»^i^>fjbeing . 

^\ttdLtd td,t?ut down the wo^, and convey it to the docic. 

^he fupej^ihseHdency^f this aftair 0mi% entrufted to Martin 

'h>pi^ 9 BfjfhiH^9 and exeeitem (hip-'ba(lde<^$ charging^ 

Wto InpriHtb to prolortg the work as much ^ poffiblf , but 

Vfith all Ihe'^i^peartrtee 6f making the utmoft difpatch. 

In this fefain ^6re the affairs of Cvtt^ and che Spamariss 4 frth 
"^hen^a frefli pi^be of latelMgente arrivW^ as a farther trial^^f/^ 
ttf tteii' twtitienije and conftantfy. Advi<6e <ame to Mfmuma^ anxiety /« 
ttat^igmeert fatl of (hips had been feen tMV^u O^^ and, cprtcza, 
frort the pa?nt*d tloths on w^iich the figures and drefe weit ri/es*. 
teibed of tbe mafiftefi, they appeared td be Sfaniardt. 
Imttittfotely Ihe ertperor (bnt for Cort$^ aiitf laying the 
piSure before him) feid, that now he apprehended tb« pro- 
^Aonfor \\\s voyage would be unneceflary, fince fome ihrps 
of hts nation were arrived on the coaft, in which he might 
^*kt his paffage. It was not poflible (or^ Coruz to doubt that 
^^ fimadl^a was Spani/b^ nqr di^cult^tp^onjefture the mo- • 
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fives of the expedition ; but as this was tbe^ firft intimatiois 
he had, it was a great difficulty to reftraio the emotions of ; 
furprife with which he was feized. The firft thought which I 
occurred was, that it muft be a fquadron equipped by f^ehqueZy 
to deflroy all the fruits of his labour : but this foon gave.j 
way to .more pleafing fentimexits, and he flattered bimfelf 
that Portocamro and Montejoy having fucceeded in their em- 
bafly, had procured this reinforcement. Howevef» as thert 
could be no certainty with refped to the intention of the 
fleet, he anfwered Motezuma in general, that he would no : 
longer delay his departure, if the ihips of that fleet were 
bound back for any of the king of Spain*s doqiiitions ; add- 
ingt that he ihould foon have an account from the Spmi^M 
^t iempoala of the deftination of the armament, the def^Qij 
of the cruizers, and whether it would be necefljiry to pra*i 
ceed in buijding the veftels. In a few days letters arrivei 
from Sandovaly governor of Vera Cruzy acquainting Corta^ 
that the fleet belonged to FeiaquiXy and broughtetght hundrol 
Spaniards to oppofe him in his conquefts. The letter he rei 
teived in the preferice of Metezurruiy and it required, his uti 
moft fortitude to conceal the ftroke he fuftained by fo u^X"! 
peded a turn of fortune. His fituation was now truly de<4 
jperate, being on every ilde hemmed round by enemiesi 
Even the report of another armament tp oppofe bis defigai 
would deftroy his reputation with the Mexkansj and givei 
all his aliegatjons the air of fi£tion, and himlelf the appear^i 
anceof an impofter. Already the people entertained jealoufies} 
this would occafion them either to thipk that an a£):ual cod'^ 
queft of their country was intended, or that their opinion, 
with refpefl to the completion of the ancient propihecy, wai 
fallacious : at any event his cafe was defperate, 9S'appe^e4« 
by the greatly fuperior force of the new armament. fi[oie- 
ever, ^e bravely refolved not to fink under misj^rtune} M i 
to exert His utmoft abilities to bring to a happy cfifis what 
» . appeared fo dangerous. He concealed his unes^finefs from : 
Motmmay foftened the account to the ^pqmardsy an4 j 

y, deliberated within himfelf upon the proper remedies to i 

^ ^ beufedin circumftances- fedefperate, a& fc^med almoft to | 

, ^ exclude hope of relief. But before we enter upon a relation j 

of his m^afuresy it will be neceflary we ihould give fomc ac«r ' 

count Qf the nature and deftination of this armament, whic^ < 

j»roye^ the (ource of fp much anxiety to Cmez, 
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f which are recited the Strength of the Armament 
fitted out by Velaquez, its QbjeSl^ the Propofais of 

^ Acfummodation made byZoxltz^ the Attempts made 
fo reduce tbeColoty ofY&v^, Cruz, the Defeat of the 

'- Spaniards under Narvaez, the Mexican revolt y and 
CprtezV return to the Capital. 

JpHE new honours with which Feiaquezy governor of jg^fff^^^ ^f 

Cubaj had been vcfted by the court of Spain; ietvtiti,e force 
nlyto wlfet his animofity to Cortez^ in proportion as they equifped 
jsabled him to execute the di£|ates of refentment, and the4;>Vela^ 
iQft implacable' enmity. He was tiot only appointed theq««5« 
Ihg's UeutenaiTt of the ifland of Cuboy by letters-patent, but 
ite of all the lands on the contifient, or el fe where, that 
buld be conquered hy apy force feht out under his direSbn 
Ibj authority. ' The applaufes given to Cartes, arid the extraor* 
llnary fuccefs of that officer, r<?ndered him quite outrageous^ 
«id compelled him, without refle^ing upon the confequences^ 
h form fuch a |!eet and army, as he thought would afliicedhp 
jeftroy lii$ rival, and all who adherefd to his fortune. He 
iougbt ifhip<;, inlifted foldiers, vifited all the fettleoients ow 
he iiland, to encoiirage the people to embavk in the enter-^ 
[rife, and tool? evcty effeiSual meafure for blighting all the' 
Sfurels gathered by Cortez^ and fruits collefied for the wnefit of; 
pe Spanijh nation. By repreffcnting the immenfe profits 
►Mch would arifc from the juft puniihment of a rebel and 
tfaitor, he drew together a confiderabte number of volun- 
^rs, and expended the bulk of his fortune in purchafing the 
ntceflary arms and provifions for the expedition. In a word, 
k aflembled in the fpace of a few days fuch a fleet and.army^ 
^ in that p^rt of the world might be' deemed formidable. 
'The army was ctompofed of eight hundred Spamjh foot, 
eighty horfes^ twelve pieces of cannon, and great atendance 
of (mail arms and^ ammunition. Pamphilo de Nariu^jSL na- 
tive of V^attadolidy a gentleman by birth, of reputed capacity, 
and of great diftin£lion in Cuba^ was nominated to condu£^ 
tbe expedition. To this general he gave inftrudions, that 
V feould try every expedient to feize Cortez^ and fend him 
^^der a firong guard, that he might receive from his hands 
!!a ^^^ Punifcment of his treachery and temerity : That his 
I ^cers (hould be ufcd in the fame manner, in cafe they ap- 
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pearcd obftinately attached to his intcrcft ; and that hefliouK 
take pofleifion, in his name, of all the new acquifiticnsi 
they being within his jjurifdiflion^ as king's lieutenant. Hi 
never fuiFered the poifibility of dif^ppoinOnent from any se4 
cident to .enter into his thoughts; he rel^cd^ withibmucl 
iecurity, on the Aiperiorlty of his forces and armameiitj 
that he never refleded on the tourage of CV/^z, andthi 
long p^^ice which ail the foldiers had ih arm^ as well Vi 
the friendfhipf and alliances they had formed. 

VELA^EZi met with fomc difficulties in the out-fettiO| 
which feemed to prefage an itnfortunate iiTuc to the expufi 
tion ; but be was not a man to be ftartled with omens, dire^ 
ed by counfel, or difconragod by difficulty. The (kpECfl 
ccclefiafiiCfil tribunal at St» D4nnng$^ pre£ding ^over the ro; 
audience At Hijpaniola^ and all the other iflanda of the ^^ 
Indiis^ was ififormed of his preparations; and fenfible 
fhe inconveniences that muft ariie from 4 competiton, di 
patched one of their number^ ftuaii t^a/ques^ d^Jyilon^ todi 
itiade Velaquez from the profecution of a meafure fo iniurioi 
to the public fervice 3 wit{i orders, if he continued obuinal 
to exert all the auihorjty pf the tribunal, commanding-bifl 
Vpon the fev^eft penalties, to difband his army, umi^h 
^eet, and refraiii frpm giving ^ny moleftation to Cortez^ n^ 
der a^y pretence wbatfoever 1 innding, that he wouM urg 
kit complaints in a legal nietbod before the royal audience 
where be fliould be fure of receiving juftice, and meetin 
with theftri<9:eft impartiality. On the arrival of this mini 
tttiACnhi^ he laid his in(tru£)ions bp^ore Vilaquez^ m 
arguments and perfuafion ; but finding himfelf defpifed, pro* 
ceeded to menaces, and the full exertion pf his powei 
Even thia was not fufficieat %o flop the refolution taken 
Vela^tZy who waa too fanguine in the hope of revenge, aw 
now too far embarked in the epterprife to relinquifli It, with< 
oiit injuring his fortune and his reputation ; 5y.hereupon theli 
<;emiatei>'./^Zb;irQfolved to accompany the fleet,in expeSatioilJ 
that fie ibould either prevfiil upon the men to obey his orders, | 
or at leaft fitid forne ^pportif dity of accommodating dii&« 
rences hstiiveen Velaque% and Ciries^ before. they fhouTd come 
to opeiriioftilities. Nor did Vehquip oppofe this refplutroo, be- 1 
caufe he was defirous the fleet ibould fail before the news o( 
his obftinacy could arrive at St. Doming9. It was no kfs 
fortunate to CorteZy that his old friend Aiuires de Duero^ k' 
cretaryto Velaque%^ likewife accompauiied this expedition, 
with the generous defign of preventing the deftruftion of * 
perfon whoq[i l^e efteemed, and of promoting the public 
<ervicf. ' , 
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i ; In the month of Aprils Pampbih de Narvatfz ftt Ait, teitli t the pet 
^ouraMe gale ; but foon nrveeting with tcmpeftuous wca- arri'ves on 
(Iter, loft one of hb fliips near the mountains of it. Martin, the coaft of 
Re came to air anchor in the port oiUha^ on acJvice i^cCeived Mexico. 
I^ihree Sfonijh foldiers, who joined him at the ifland of 'S^^* 
Hcrifaii left there hy PizarrOy that the garrifon at Vera 
Cruz was ineapaUie of making any rcfiftance. Here a party 
liFas landed, « and foon had the good fortune to feize upon 
Hireeftraggling foldiers belonging to the colony ; who, from 
^r (rf ptnltfliment, or private difguft to Cdrte-M^ gave cxaflt 
Information of all that had been tranfa^ed in Mexico^ of the 
endition of the garrifon of Vera Cruz^ and the general dif- 
fedion of the foldiers, both there and in Mexico? ; thus cn- 
wvouring to procure for thcmfeTves better ufage, by mifre- 
feprefeming fadls, and flattering the hopes of NarvaeZy who 
reedily fwallowed every fyllablc of their falfe relation. Aa 
rwas not prdbable that Sandoval^ the governor of the fettle- 

tit, would ^ttempt, in the prefent defperate fituation of 
irs, to oppofe fo powetful an armament, Narvaez feifC 
ftc Guavard^ a clergyman, to receive his fubmiffion ; but 
Ikis pcrfon behaved wilh fo much arrogance in the conference, 
Ibat the governor ordered him, with his attendants, to be 
cized, and fent, under the condutft of a Zempoalan guard, 
Irifoticrs to Mexico. 
Mean t\mt Cortez received conftant intelligence of what Cortez ift- 
ttffcd at Vera Cruz. The news that Narvaez had landed dea-vours 
|uite perplexed him, as he forefaw difficulties in every mea- to effe^u 
fare that could be propofed. It appeared rafli to tiiink olreconciU- 
teccting him in the field with a force fo unequal, efpecially «»/&«• 
IS part of his little army muft be left in Mexico^ to defend 
^is treafurcs, and maintain the footing he^had cftablifhed. 
The moft rational fcheme was to make overtures of accom- 
modation to Naruaez \ hyjx. to this the pride and obft>nacy of 
Aat general, as well as the exprefs injuhdions of VelaqueZy 
'appeared an infurmountable obftruSion : nor could the 
kau^ty fpirit of Cortex ftobp to make conceffions unworthy 
of his honour, altho' they fhould appear neceflary to the good 
rf the Common (^aufe. Bui what gave him the greateft an- 
' ^tty was, to find himfelf obliged to feign fecurityand content 
*n his circumftances, while his heart was oppreffed, and his 
I ^aft agitated, by a variety of contend ing paffions. It was 
rftbe utmoft Confequence to conceal from the Mfxicansy that . 
I "^t Manxards were at variance ; he therefore told MotezumUy 
that Narvaez was a fecond ambalTador arrived from the king 
ofSf<w», to inforce the propofition he had already made; 
wai he vraa come with an army, according to the cuftom 

of 
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6f the cbUntry ; but as every thing was already adjufied, \ 
would endeavour to p|-evail upon him to return^ and^iroiil 
himfelf take his palTage on board his fleet, as his majeftjf 
generofity had left him nothing farther to defire. It wa 
equally neceiTary for Gortez to conceal his chagrifi atid gi 
eafinefs from his own troops, left then* fpirits might fihk uij 
der the greatnefs and variety of th<s danger.. He told thai 
the probability that Narvaez would cOine to a recoliciliatio^ 
and prefer his own intereft, and the fcrvices of his fpvcreigK 
to the abfurd reveifge of a private man, blended with pafioij 
pride, and animofity* For his own part, he faid, he had M 
fon to thank VelaqUez^ for having fent him fo feafonabf 
teinforcement, as be had not the leaft ddubt but he f 
make fellow foldiers and companions of thofe who had 
againft him with ho&ile intentions. He even conceajed fr< 
his captains his own opinion of bid cirCumftanc^s^ althouj 
he laid before them the ftate of affairs, and defired tl 
advice,^after he had difpofed their minds to his own in 
nations. It was the general refolutioh of thd, council 
war^ that propofals of accommodation fhould immediati 
l)e difpatched to Narvaez^ and that in the mean time preji^ 
rations fliould be made, as if there was a certainty that til 
propofals would be reje(9:ed. 

Such wefe the meafures concerted and tarrying in^o tk^ 
cution, when the Spanijh prifoners, fent by Sandoval j a^ 
rived. Coriez went out to receive them, ordered their fdk 
ters to be knocked oiF, embraced them with great humanity 
and told the licentiate Guavarai that he would chaftife Sati» 
, doval for the little regard he (hewed for his perfon and fuflO' 
tion. He intimated how much he efleemed the happinefsc^ 
having the expedition Commanded by Narvaez^ who was hit 
old friend and intimate acquaintance; he took care that aB 
the Spaniards Ihould appear chearful and gay before tbi^ 
clergyman; he made him awitnefsto the favours here^; 
Ceived from Motezuma ; he gave him feveral valuable pre* \ 
fents ; and^ in a word, foothed, cajoled, and infinuated widij 
fo much addrefs, that he entirely gained the licentiate to hii' 
intereft. In the fame matiner he treated the other prifoners ; 
and without feeming to tamper with their integrity, releafal 
them in four days, ftrenuoully attached to his perfon, and 
He fends ^"g^gcd by his liberality. His next ftep was to fend father 
fropo/alsof^^^^^^ a moderate, ienfible, and eloquent friar, with pro* 
ptace. pofals X.O Narvaez \ likewife furnifhing him with letters to 
Vafquez UAyllon^ and his old friend the fecretary Dutfh 
with feveral jewels, which he was to diftribute, at his difcre- 
I lion, among the troops^ The inftru^ions were filled ^}'^ 

argtiOTcbts, 
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^giiments, demonftrating the importance to the cdnfimoti 
icaufe of a reconciliation, expreflicns of civility to Narvaez\ 
landa relation of the progrefs which Corte% had made in the 
^nqueft of Mexico* He reprefented the fatal confequences 
do bothi of giving the Mexicans^ a warlike and powerful 
|)eople, reafon to think, that difcord prevafled among the 
ipamards : and he finally deftred to know the purport of his 
inftrudions ; for if they came from the king, or tedded t6 
promote the public fervice, he was ready to furfender hit 
j^mffliiSon, and contribute his affiftance in a private ftation s^ 
1^ if they were dilated by Felaquez^s refentment, they ought 
to confider, with equal attention, how much t^ey 
rded by obedience ; concluding, that he did not makef 
of arguments becaufe he wanted force ; on the contrary, 
knew how to defend his propoiitiotis when flighted, ais 
Mrellastorelax in them, whenever they appeared unreafon* 
Ible. 

Having dlTpatched Almedo^ he Tent to his friends at Tlaf- 

itk^ defiring that the republic would immediately provide 

iU thoufand men to attend him on ah enterprife, in which it 

jiras poffible he might want her fervice. An officer was like- 

l^ife fent among bis other allies, the caziques of Chinanteca^y 

todefire them to levy two thoufand men for the fameocca- 

jion. The people of thfs country were the declared enemies 

ii^t Mexicans^ and had made the ftrongeft profeffions of 

iliriendfiiip to CorUz» As they were brave and warlike, the 

^neral imagined he might profit by their affiftance ; he even 

ricoadefcended to imitate fome of their arms. Hearing that 

the Chinantecas made ufe of extreme long lances in their 

.waifs, he thought they might prove ufefai againft Narvae%^s 

.cavalry; and accordingly ordered three hundred to be made, 

ipoimed with copper for want of iron, and divided among 

Jiis troops. In a word, he made every necefiary preparation 

for taking the field ; juftly imagining, from the known 

temper of Narvaez^ that it would be difficult to bring him 

to reafon by the force of arguments only. This conjecture 

was foon verified, Narvaez was at Zempoala when Guavara 

returned from Mexico^ with an account of the grandeur and 

magnificence of MoUzumay his refpedi for Cortez^ the great 

merit of that general, and the humanity and politenefs with 

which he had entertained him. He commended Cortez^s 

prudence in defiring to conceal from the Mexicans^ that any 

caufe of diiFerence fubdfled bet wee;n the Spaniards^ and run 

fo largely in his praif<:s, that Narvaez ordered bim to quit 

kisprefence; upon which the prieft, and his companions, 

fought a new auditory, diftcibuted their prefents among the 

•... • ' . foldiers^ 
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foidiers, and eftabliOied, what was of the greateft cohfeqiitfht 
to CorteZy a high crpiaion of his generofity and valour^ andj 
general inclination for peacd. Father dg Almtdo arrived fesi 
fonably to ftamp deeper the firft imprcfiions made by Giiamtk 
He delivered his indrudions to NufvatZy accbmpapted wirt 
an eloquent oration^ enforcing the neceffity of mainuinii^ 
» perfe^ harmony j and received an anfwer filled withinx 
veAives againft Certtz^ and with {o much pafiion add um 
iDonyi that the reverend father defpairing he (hooM In 
able to bring bim to reafon» proceeded to the execution « 
Almedo 'the other part of his inftrudions. He vifited the fecretar 
^ains a DufTo^ and the licentiate D'Jyllon^ delivered the letters M 
party /or CorttZt ^vA found them extremely difpofed tjo bring about 1 
Cortea. reconciliation. They likcwife promifed to aflift, with thd 
utaK>ft inftnence^ the purport of his difpatches ; and loudi 
condemned the inexorable feverity, and injudicious vehi 
mence of Narvaez. Almtdo^ in the next place, vidted tli 
officers and foldiers of his acquaintance, diiiributed his prt 
fents, and prejudiced them all in favour of the valour, hi 
inanity, juftice, and generofity of Corttz ; infomuch, th 
there was great reafod to hope for a ftrong party in his inters 
or at leaft, in favour of an accommodation. Nt&vaez hi 
DO feoner notice of what was pra£tifing in the camp, thati i 
ordered Almedo to be brought before him, loaded him wi 
abufe and menaces, calling him a mutinous and a feditiotfl 
^ traitor, and threatening to fecure his perfon, had liot th 
fecretary Diiero interpofed, and reprefented the bad cofiA 
quenccs thatmight flow from fuch irreverent treatment of I 
venerable ecdefiaftic *. 
Violent ALMEDO was no foonet difmiflfed, than J^afiiux IfA^ 

ptHfceedings^ony commiflary from the royal audience at 5/. Doming 
o/Nar^ propofed, that a council of war (hould be held, to deliberai 
vaez. upen a proper anfwer to the embafly feilt by Coruz \ and hi 
was feconded in this proposition by a majority of the army^ 
but NatvagZf to flop all fuch proceedings, made fbkmti d^ 
daration of War, with fire and (Word^ againft Cortex i tbrest' 
ening) with the fevereft punifliment, whoever (hould maM 
any farther overtures of reconciliation, and ofFerihg a greil 
reward to any who Ibould take or kill his inveterate enemfi 
At the fame time the army had orders to march, and the or- 
ders of the ^neral were proclaimed at the head of the army*, 
D'Ayllan^ out of all patience with fuch violent proceedin^^ 
-refolved to exert his authority. He commanded the crier tt» 
^fift I and figniiied to Narifaiz^ that he fjiould not fiir ffoiii' 

« HfxaeaA^ dec..ii» lib.vif. capJv^ 
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Zempoala unddr paiii of death, nor employ his forces in flied- 
ding the blood of their own friends and countrymen, with- 
out the unanimous confent of the army ; which fo irritated 
thepafiionate general, that he ordered him to be feized, and 
(hipped oiF for Cuba ; though the prieft had addrefs enough 
to prevail on the failors to convey him dire£ily to St. Dominga^ 
where he laid before the royal audience, the impetuous, head-* 
ftroog temper, and yiolent meafures of Narvaez, with fuch 
partiality to CorteZj as deterhiined the board to Aipport his 
intereft more powerfully. Indeed, he profited more by the ' 
very conduiS): of Sfaruaez^ than he could exped from his 
own moft ftrenuous endeavours. That oiEcer carried his 
refentment fo far, as to incur the difpleafure of thofe who 
were no friends to his enemy ) and once their own general 
fell in their efteem, it was an eafy tranfition to beftow their 
affedions on the fubjeft of his hatred. Accordingly the fol- 
diers began to defert to Fera Cru%\ a Portuguefe^ named 
VUtahobas^ having entered, with feven other foldiers, into the 
fervice ot Sandoval^ and brought with him the written agree- 
ment of feveral others, to follow his example* in cafe Nar* 
vaez continued implacable. Motezuma too, after he came 
to underftand the variance among the Spaniards^ continue 
ed extremely attached to Coriez^ offering to fupport him 
with a numerous army ; neverthelefs there are writers who 
s^ert, that he maintained a clandeftine correfpondence with ^ 
Narvaezy and endeavoured to deftroy both parties by prpfef- 
fions of friendfhip to each : an allegation th^t is fully refu- 
ted by Antonio de Solis "^^ It is true, indeed, that he fent pre- 
fents to Narvaez^ according to the hofpitable cuftom of the 
country to all ftrangers ; but De Solis juftly regards this as * 

no impeachment of his fidelity to CorteZy and clearly de- 
monftrates, the impofiibility of a fecret correfpondence for' 
want of interpreters to explain the mutual feniiments of the 
parties ; the Zempoalans entertaining the moft bitter refent- 
ment againft Naruaez^ on account of the tyranny and op- 
preffion excrcifed in their province- 

On the return oi JImedo it was determined by Cortez and Cortez r/* 
his officers, to take the field with all the troops they coM fol'ves to 
poifibly aflemble^ to incorporate the auxilliary Indians of march a- 
TIafcala and Chinantht^ and afterwards to march in a body to ^'*-^ 
Zempoala j firft halting in fome confiderable town, to renew Narvaea- 
the pacific negotiation, and, if pofiible, to terminate the dif- 
ferences amicably. This refolution was immediately pub- 
lifhed among the foldiers, and received with fo much ap- 

** De Soli$, lib- iv. cap. vir. 
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j^fe^ that C»rr^ was forced to exert his authority tidbf^ lii 
coukl oblige eighty of his people to remain in Me$cm^ atf 
b^ing fo liefitous to attend his perfon and fortune. Ife fof'^ 
tened die motives for his journey to MotezumHj teHing.him 
that the Sfnnuft> captain at itmpw^ ^ad given fome proofs of 
m dfforderly paffion, ounng to his mifinformation ; for he 
cttine thither ts lieutisnant to the governor of a remote pro* 
l^inde^ who was not acquainted with the laft inftradions of 
the court of Spain ; and therefore perfuaded himfdf, that 
. die embafly in which himfelf {CorUz) was employed, was 
%n affair properly belonging to his office* All tt^ preparS"' 
tiona to fupport fo frivolous a pretention would vaniih, htf 
ikid, without any farther trouUe, than his laying before the 
captain his commiffion, giving him full power and juri(dic« 
tion over all the £^»^rif who ihould arrive on that coafi. 
^o anticipate^ thetefore, the bad confequences which might 
cnfue from the mifinformatioh of NarvaeZy he refolved to 
* diredhis march to ZempMla with part of his forces, to dif- 
pofe the minds of the Spaniards to refpe£t the Mexicans as a 
people now under the protedion of the king of Spain ; and 
that he would immediately execute this refolutton, left the 
approach of an army, fo little difciplined,' into the neigh- 
. bourhood of the capital, might occafion fome difturbancet 
among the vaflals of -his imperial majeily. This was the art- 
ful turn which he gave the difpute between Naruaez and 
himfelf j and Motexsma^ who was already informed of the 
tyranny exercifed by the Spaniards in Zempoah^ greatly ap« 
plauded his deflgn, again renewing his offer of affiftance, in 
cafe Naruaez continued obftinate and refra£lory > but when , 
Cartez declined this piropofal, die emperor told him» that he 
would fhew all manner of countenance and favour, during; 
his abfence, to the part of bis forces he Ibould think proper 
to leave in Mexicd. 

EtERY obfirufiion to his march being now furmounted^ 
lie appointed Jlvarado^ an officer high in Motezuma\9 eftcem^ 
' to command the party he left behind ; charging him to be 
foaifiduous in his civilities to the emperor, as to render him 
itifenfible of his confinement \ and firidly enjoining the fol- 
diers to difcipline and c^dience to their captain, kindneft 
^nd humanity to the Mixtions^ zvlA efpecially the atttendants 
Jffuranees of the couirt. MoUvuuma^ with a prodigious retinue of the nobi* 
gi^uett by litv, accompanied hnn out of th e city ^ and upon taking his leave, 
Moteza* told tiim, that if there was no other method of deciding bis 
aia. dtipute, but by force of arms, he would not only affift him 

with an army entirely at bis devotion, but even take the 
field in perfon for bis defence \ adding^ that he would con- 
tinue 
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tifltte his protcdioii to the Spaniardi under Alvaradu^ and re- 
main in his prcfent quarters until the return of CorU% \ % 
promife to which he religidufly adhered amtdft all the diftur- 
bancea that arofe among the Mexicans. The general pur- 
fUed his march to Choluh with all poifible difpatch aiid cir* 
cutnfpeftion, and was received in that city with a chearful . 
welcome. Thence he proceeded to Tlafcala^ and was met 
at the diftance of half a league from the city by a fplendid 
etfibafly from the republic. He was conduced into the town 
amidft the acclamations of the people, who^ now' rcfpefled 
him as the conqueror of Mexico^ and the fubduer of thehaughty 
fpirit of Motev£Mma *. Immediately the fenate deliberated upon 
the anfwer to be returned to the demand made by Cortez of 
fix thoufand auxiliaries, and determined to comply with the 
tttmoft punctuality. . Authors, however, differ about thi$^ 
circamftanke \ but it is certain, that Cortez had no TIafcalans 
in bis army virhen he engaged Narvaez at Zempoala. It is 
likewife co/ifefTed on all hands, that Coriez left Tlafcala ex- 
tremely well fatisfied with his reception ; and that, although 
the TIafcalans ,ii\\ed him upon this occafion, he had no rea- 
fon to queftion their fidelity or attachment, having found 
them extremely ready, brave, and ufeful, in all his future 
engagements with the Mexicans, Cortex, had fent orders for Cortes 
Smdoval to meet him, with the Spanijh g^rrifon of Vera joins San** 
Cruz^ at Matalequitany leaving the Settlement to the care of doval. 
the confederate Indians ; and thither he now dire£ted his 
lout, and found Sandoval ^un£lual to his inftrudions. Be- 
fore his departure from Vera Cruz^ Sandoval was fortunate 
eaough to obtain exa& intelligence 6f the enemy. Tvvo 
foldiers of the fort, who artfully imitated the behaviour and 
gcfture of tjie Mexicans^ and greatly refembled them in fea- 
tures and complexion, offered themfetves for fpies, firipped 
themfelves naked, and entered early in the morning into 
ZtmpoaUf^ with bafkets of fhiit upon their heads. Naryae% 
bad his head-quarters at this town ; and with fuch addrefs 
3id the two Spanijh foldiers feign the (implicity of the native 
peafants and their eagernefs, that they had a full furvey of 
the whole place, without creating the leaft fufpicion. Their 
fuccefs encouraged them to another 6nterprife. Accordingly^ 
the fame foldiers entered the town a fecond time, with in- 
tention to difcover what kind of watch was maintained, and 
whether there appeared a poflibility of furprifing Narvaez. 
, Every thing correfponded with their wifhes 5 they found the 
eaemy carelefs and fecure, and returned to. the fettlement in 

* Hekilbea, dec. ii. lib. viii. c^p. i. 

Pa fafety, 
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fafety, after having carried off a horfc belonging to one of 
the captains, who expreiTeci the greateft rcfentment agsunft 
Cortex. There was fomething io extremely bold and inge- 
nious in this attempt, as extremely delighted Coriez^ and 
gave him a happy prefage of the event. He built his greateft 
hopes upon the inexperience of the enemy, and the adlivity, 
vigilance, courage, and attachment of his own troops* The 
negligence of Narvaex was occafioned, he perceived, by 
the confidence he had in his fuperiority \ and this furniihed 
him with many advantages, in cafe the fre(h inftances of 
peace, he propofed making, ftiould prove abortive. To 
ihun, if poHible, the efFufion of blood, he difpatched father 
Jllmedoy 2i fecond time, with as moderate propofals as he 
Narvac* could devife ; but his negotiation having no fuccefs, he ap- 
rejeSli all pointed yuan Velaquex de Leon to wai( on Narvae% j imagin- 
€'verturesi >ng» that the near relation of this officer to the governor of 
Cuba might give him more influence. On the approach of 
Velaquez^ it was generally believed at Zempoala that he had 
irclinquiflied the intereft oi Cortex \ and this notion prevailed 
fo much, that Narvae% went out, with a numerous retinue, 
to receive him ; but Velaquez foon difappointed their expec- 
tations. He inforced bis commiffion with fuch eloquence, 
and entered upon the praifes of Cortez with fo much warmth, 
that NaYvae% broke off abruptly, declined any farther con- 
verfation upon the fubjedi, and difmiffed him without an 
anfwer. 

This mark of difrefpeft, to a perfon of fo much confc- 
quehce as Velaquez^ gave umbrage to the foldiers under 
Narvae%^ who infifted upon the expediency of hearing his 
meflage candidly j fince it was not probable, that a perfon of 
{o much honour and fincerity would have come with un- 
'yeafonable propofitions. Thefe difcourfes proceeded fo far, 
.that, to quiet the foldiers, the fecretary Du^r^ was nominated 
to wait on Cortez^ to apologize for the behaviour (hewn to 
VelaqueZy and to enquire into the fubftance and purport of his 
commiffion. This gentleman was received with all the 
refpedi: due to his charader, bis moderation, and the fricnd- 
fhip which he always profeffed for Cortez. Several confe- 
rences wpre held upon the fubjeft of his commiffion, and 
every expedient for conquering the obftinacy of Narvaez 
was canvafled. Cortez ife reported to have gone fo far, as 
to offer abandoning the Mexican conquefts to his competitor, 
and going, with his followers, clfewberc, in fearch of frefli 
laurels. But this was an a<5l of complaifance which 2)<f^r^ 
refufed to accept; propofing, in its ftead, an interview be- ^ 
twcen the two generals, which it was hoped might terminate' ' 

in 
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in contriving a medium. The propofition was readily ac* 
cepted by Cortez ; while, on the other hand, Narvaez pro- 
ceeded fo/ar as to pen uiider his hand, the place, the hour, 
and the circumftances of the appointment, at the fame tin^e 
that he was preparing an ambufcade for his rival. This 
treachery was difcovered by Duero^ and notified to Cortez 5 
who finding that the fword^muft decide all differences, 
muftered his army, and prepared to march againft the enemy. 
The bafe defigns of Narvae% ferved only to animate hi^ 
courage; for he perfuaded himfelf that an officer, who en- 
deavoured topurchafe victory at the expence of his honour, 
could have no great dependence on his own abilities, or the 
valour and attachment of his foldiers. His progrefs within a 
league of Zempoala was rapid, his front was fecured by the 
river of Canfasy and his rear by the territory of the fettlemcnt 
ziVera Cruz, He difpofed his army in the moft convenient 
manner, and placed double centinels at every acceffible part, 
keeping, likewife, parties abroad to fcour the country, and 
obferve the enemy's motions. 

Notice of the approach of his rival was no fooner brought 
io NarvaeZy than he drew out his troops into the field, with 
an eagernefs and confidence of viftory produSive of con- 
fufion. . He promifed a revvard of two thoufand pieces of 
eight to whoever (hould bring the head of CorteZy arid there- 
by confirmed his own dread, and the opinion of the fol- 
diers of the formidablenefs of that hero. He weakly ima- 
gined that Cortez would be ra(h enough to attack him in the' 
open field, with numbers fo difproportioned ; obftinately per- 
fevering in that opinion for the whole day, and until the tern- 
peftthat came on in the night, rendered the foldiers fo cla^- 
morous, that he haftened to take ihelter in the town, with a 
diforderand precipitation greatly refemblingtheconfequencey 
of a defeat. Hearing that Cortez kept himfelf encamped oa 
the oppofite fide of the river, he reafonably conje6i:ured that 
he had nothing to fear that night, when the florm of rain 
and wind was fo great as almofl to difable the foldiers from 
handling their arms ; he therefore lodged his troops in the 
temples, refolving, as foon as day appeared, and a'calm en- 
fucd, to lead them again itito the field. Cortez had advice 
of all thefe particulars from the fccretary Dueroy who cer- 
tainly betrayed his party ; although De Solis palliates his 
condud, by alledging, that his fole defign in fending this inf 
formation, was to induce Cortez to pafs the night quietlyi 
in hopes that the next day might produce fomething favour- 
able to the propofed accommodation. Be this as it may^ 
it certainly enabkd Cortez to plan that enterpriie, upon the 
O 3 fucccfs, 



198 fhe mjiorj of America^ 

He is fur- fuccefs of which depended all his future fortune. He drew 
pri/ed out his tTOops without delay, and they obeyed without com- 
unddc^ plaining of the feverity of the weather* or the unfcafonaWt- 
/eated. jj^fg Qf tjjg motion, from a thorough confidence in the judgr 
ment 6f their le^^dtr, and the neceiBty of the meafiire. 
They pafled the river, the water reaching' almoft to their 
breafts, and on their gaining the oppofite ibore, were made 
acquainted with the defign of the march, the fituation of the 
enemy, the facility with which they might be attacked, the 
great probability of viftory, and every other circumftanoe 
which could inflame their courage, and give fp|ir to theit 
ardour. Fired with the concife. animating fpeech of th« ge- 
neral, all acknowledged the prudence of his refolation, and 
exprefled their determination to conq^er^ or to die (ightrag 
by his fide. Immediately he divided the little army iin X\m^ 
corps ; the firft under the cofidud of Saruhval^ being diitd- 
ti to feize upon the ftairs of the temple, and prevent the 
enemy from ufing their artillery ; the fecond under Ghrifi$- 
pher de Oliiy having orders to afcend the fower, and inve(( 
the quarters of Narvaez ; while the third corps, led by thq 
general in perfon, was referv^d to fupport the two firfl-, ainl 
carry relief to that quarter which fhould appear the hardeft* 
preiTed. Orders werelikewife given, that the drums (hould 
beat, and the warlike inftruments foqnd, 9s foon as the at* 
tack began,, in prder to ftrike the greater terror, and in- 
creafe the confufion confequent on being furprifed. Ashe 
propofed reaching Zempoala about midnight, the arm; 
marched flowly, to prevent their being out of breath when 
they began to engage 3 but they had not proceeded far, when 
they fell in With two of the enemy's ce^tinels, one of whom 
■was made prifonet* It was feared that the other, who had 
made his efcape, might fpread the aUrni ; &r/^z, therefore, 
ordered the troops to haften their pace, that he might arrivci 
liefore Narvaez (hoqld have time to msdce a proper difpofitrom 
Every thing happened juft as he had fo^efcen : the centind 
difcharged his duty, gave the ne^eflary informatio(n, and was 
difbelieved. A few, however, armed themfelves ; but Corte% 
feafonably entered the^town, and confirmed the foldier's «c- 
coulit, before Narvaez could prevail upon himfelf 'to difiarh 
his reft, or order the troops to their feyeral pofts. He had 
the good fortune to efcape the body of cavalry, font out to 
•fcour the coubtry, and reached the temple, wtthout being 
chal1ef>ged by any of the out-guards. SandtyualAnfl^nil^ be* 
^an his attack with his van, mounted the ftairs, and threw 
^e enemy into the utmoft diforder, as there now remained 
110 doubt of what the cciiti^el' affcjrted. TWo pieces of ar- 

tilled 
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ltil«ry were fired upon bim, but they did no execution^ and 
mly ferved to augment the general bonfufion, s^nd the noiie 
made by the drums and other warlike inftruments of 
Certez. The enemy, however, were fo numerous, that 
Sandoval would have found it impof&ble to fucceed in the 
execution of his orders, had he oolbeeti opportunely fuppprted 
\sf the ftcaod divMipn, iinder Chri/iopi^r Ja OUd^ and by Cof'- 
ffi^ m porfon $ wha i}uitting the rear, plunged,* fword-in** 
hafi(^ iato the midft of the enemy,, and the houeft part of 
the engageoEieAt. Such was the in^tuo(ity<of bis troops^ 
that tt^ e«emy were driven back, ftep by ftep« and in the 
end totally defeated, leaving their artillery behind, and 
taking fi^idter in the other itmjjltf wheiv Narvatz had hit 
quartets^ Md cominanded in pe/ibn. He had juft then put 
on his arenoui^t and was aaimating his people by hia voice 
and example, when a thriift in the eye with a pike brought 
))im to the graund, and into the hands of the enemy ; which 
fo difpirited his troops, that they immediately threw down 
their arms, and alked quarter, 

Akothsr t9^er was fti)l ppi^fled by captain S^atturs^ 
end young J)i^^ 4f Vehqu^Zy whp feemed determined to de^ 
ffMid theoa&lves to the laft ei^tremities. Cortez^ upon this, 
ordered two pieces of caodon tq bear upon the tower, and 
b> terrified the foldlers, ihaf they refbfed to obey their offi- 
cers longer, and obliged them, to fubniit at difcretion. Im- Cortez ini 
mediately a general pardon was published to all who would iip /^^ 
furrender ^bemfelves ; a^d the general pa&d his word, tbat^'^/' e/* 
they ihould have liberty, if thev chofe it, to return toNwvac?^ 
Cnhy ot to inlift in his army, end ihare his fortune. All 
to a man accepted the terms-} and thus Cortez. not only 
broke all tht defigns of his enemies, but acquired fuch an 
acceffion of ftrength, as enabled him to return to the con- 
queft of A4e^ic$ with more ailiiraiice of fuccefs than before. 
This important vi£|ory wa9 ab^gined with only the lois of 
four fpldiers killed, and two woiinded ; and on the part of 
the enemy, two officers and fifteen private men killed, with 
4iear double that number of wounded. Cortez vifited Nor- 
voeu who told him with an air of infult, ** That he had 
^' reafbn to value himfelf upon having fuch a prifoner in his 
" hands." To which C^r<^ replied contemptuoufly, " That 
^' withoiit vanity he might rank this vi£tory, and his im- 
^^ prifoniipent, among tfe^ leaA eonfiderable a£b'pns perform-^ 
^^ ed fince his arrival in that country." Notwitbftanding 
this (everity, he gave orders that Narvaez^ and ail the pri- j 

foeers, ihould be humanely treated, and diligently guarded, ! 

kft the ibmll eppe»raace oi^ their coiKjueroi^ji in day light, j 

Q 4 wight I 
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might animate them to fre(h attempts. At break of day he 
was joined by two thbufand auxiliaries, feiit by the Chinan' 
ticas^ which rendered him qtiore fecure againft the confe- 
quences of a revolt ; as it not only augmented his force, but 
fliewed Narvae% that he was beloved, befriended, and re- 
ipeded in the country. It was then that the enemy beheld 
their difgr^cc in full view. Night had concealed the num- 
bers with Cortez ; and indeed Narvaez reafonably fuppofed, 
that he was fupported by a great body of auxiliary Mexicans \ 
the day-light difcovered this error, and his unequal forces; 
the foldiers curfed the confidence of Narvaez^ and redoubled 
their efteem for the vigilance, prudence, and undaunted cou- 
rage of the conqueror. All were charmed with his jgcnero- 
fity, the clemency (hewn to the pnfoners, and the humanity 
to the wounded. His friends among the troops of Narvaez 
laid afide diflimulation, entered into his fervice, and were 
followed by the reft who were lefs afFe£^ed to his intereft. 
Every man gave in his name, difputing for a preference in 
the roll ; nor was there a foldier who fo much as intimated his 
inclination to return to Cuba. When Cortez had fufficiently 
examined their difpofitions, he returned their arms to the new 
troops, and by this mark of confidence entirely won their af- 
feilions, and confirmed their fidelity. The officers were 
fent prifoners on board-the fleet, and thus the defeat of Nar- 
vaez not only put Cortez in pofTeffion of a fleet of eleven 
fhips, and feven brigantines, but placed him at the head of 
an armyicompofed of a thoufand Spantjh infantry, and near 
an hundred cavalry, cxclufive of the garrifon left at Vera 
Cruz, for the defence of the fettlement, and fecurity of the 
prifoners. 

This feries of fuccefs did not foelevate Cortez as to render 
him unmindful of Aharadoj and the forces left behind in 
Mexico. He was fenfiblc of the danger to which fuch< a 
handful of men were expofed, in the midfl of a vaft empire 
filled with difcontent and fedition. Their chief fecurity de- 
pended on Motezumah keeping the promife he had made, of 
not removing his quarters, or attempting any change in his 
abfence 3 an obligation of no great force, where intereft, in- 
clinatign, and policy, united to oppofe it. Befides that, Mo' 
tezuma^ however well aff€£ied to the Spaniards^ and regard- 
ful of his promife, might not have it in his power to reprefi 
the zeal of his fubiedts, , and prevent their embracing this 
Cortez opportunity of "^fliowering down vengeance on the heads 
freparet of thofe who held their monarch in a kind of difgraceful vo- 
'to return luntary bondage. Full of thefe thoughts, he determined to 
^^K,:|^^LO> direct: his march bacl^ tp Mexico \ and that X^Q danger mi^ht 
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arife to the fleet at Vera Cruz^ he ordered the (hips to be un- 
rigged, and all their fails and cordag* to be lodged ii> the 
fcttlemcnt. It was his intention to divide his forces, to avoid 
giving umbrage to Motezuma^ by entering his capital with fo 
large an army ; but a letter received from Jharado altei'ed 
his refolution, and determined him to march with all his 
troops', with the utmoft difpatch, to the relief of that brave 
ofScer. The advices brought by this letter were, that the 
Mexicans had taken arms, and in defpite of Motezuma^ who 
had facrcdly obferved his word, made fuch frequent at- 
tacks, ^nd in fuch multitudes, that all the Spaniards muft 
neceflarily fink underthe weight of fuch prodigious numbers, 
I uhlefs they Were fpeedily fuccoured, Diaz del Cajiillo and 
; Herrera are of opinion, that Motezuma fomented this diftur* 
I bance privately ; but D^S^/zV gives irrefragable proofs of the 
I monarch's integrity and honour ; although we are of opini- 
on, his conduft would require no apology, had he endea- 
voured to rid himfelf of Grangers who were fo great a re- 
ftraint on his liberty, fo difagreeable to his fubjedts, fo dan- 
gerous to his empire, and fuch a clog upon his authority. 
The fetter was brought by a Spanijh foldier, accompanied by 
an embaffy from Motezuma^ representing to CorteZy that it 
was entirely out of his power to reprefs the fury of his pco- 
, pie ; that he would never abandoft ^Alvarada^ the Spaniards^ 
and his word ; but that if relief did not foon arrive, he could 
not promife for the confequences. After this information ' 

there was no room for deliberation ; officers and foldier s de- 
clared, that their immediate march was indifpen fable, and 
their union neceflary : and, indeed, Motezuma's embafljr 
furniOied Coriez with a handfome pretext for leading to the 
capital what might be deemed a potent and numerous army. 
To prevent oppreffing the Indians in their way, and for the 
greater conveniency of provifions, C^r/^ divided his troops into 
(mall corps, who had orders to take different routs, and meet 
at Tlafcaky the general rendezvous ; neverth el efs, the fol^ 
diefs ftjll fuffered extreme hardihips from hunger and thirft, 
as well as fatigue. All, "however, bore their misfortunes 
with courage, knowing they would be of (hort duration; 
and the foldiers who came with Narvaez^ emulous of equal- 
ling the veterans, endured their fufFerings without mur- 
muring, as they regarded Mexico as the land of promife, 
where their toils would be fiifficiently rewarded. His entry 
iotoTlafcala was fplendid, Magifcatzin entertained him i^ 
his own houfe, and the fenate gave orders to the whole army 
of the republic to be in readinefs to attend hirti to Mexico*, 
l»ut Cm^ would only accept of two tboufand men, that his 

troop« 
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tfoops might not appear formidably numerous. A^ he tp* 
proacbed Memc9^ he pafled the lake without oppofitioni 
though there were fome fufpicious appearances, which render* 
ed circumfpeflion Qeeeflary. The two Spanijh brigantinci 
were found ftaved and half burnt, the fuburbs and forts at 
the entrance abandoned, the bridges ferving for a communi- 
cation between the ftrccts were broke down, and all wai 
wrapped in profound and dangerous filenc?. This fufpicton 
continued, until the Spaniardsy in Mexico^ difcoverlng the 
army at a diftance, raifed a loud (hour, and difpelled the 
gloom of apprehenfion. Mvaradoy with his people, came 
to the gate to receive Cortex^ the foldiers carefled each othcf *- 
Moteza« with the finccreft joy, and M^ezuma^ with all his attendaotSi 
tnar/- came to the outermoft court, to congratulate the general on 
ceives him\^l^ vrival. Some writers report, that Cortez. rcccive4 
{^•Xr^V' the emperor's demonftracions of joy with coidneia and r^i* 
• ibi^e, CafiilU relates, that he turned bis back upon him, 
without deigning to return an anfwer ; and Hernra fpeab 
as if the general, grown infolent with profperity, had 
charged Motezuma with thefaultof hisfubjeds : but neither 
Gemara^ nor Coriez in his own account, touch upcm* this 
circumftance, which is, indeed, extren^ely improbaU«« 
.There was not the leaft room for fufpicion that Afot^zum 
entertained any ill-will to the Spaniards^ or defign to break 
bis promife ; pn the contrary, it is certain, that'he adhere^ 
jtohis word beyond what found policy dilated, wasextremt- 
ly <jiligent in fnppreiSng the tumuks, expofed his perfoa 
in defence of his guefts ; and had, merely by the aweful 
4badow of his royal authority, prevented the Spaniards &om 
being facriEced to the rage of his fubje<Ss. 

It may appear extraordinary, that, in this ftate of affain^ 
the Mexicans ihould fuiFer Corte% to enter the city without 
ixppoiition, and bring fuch powerfi^I reinforcements t^ At^ 
^ado ; Itut 4ntmo de SoSs e^cplains this point in the following 
jrpanner : They relied upon their excejCve numbers^ were 
elated with their fuccefs in having killed three or four Spamark 
in the late attacks, and now allowed Cortez a free entrance 
only that they might with the lefs trouble cru(b the wh(^ a( 
pne blow, aftejr they were Mnited. This was the occafion of 
iheir retreat into the other part of the city, and the caufe of 
the entire fufpenfion of hoftilities, \j\ which Certez imagined 
they had treacherous M}(gm* Wkh refpe^ to the motives 
for the tnfurre^lion, au^ikprs axe greatly divided, fome afcribing 
it to the cruelty of the Spa^ards^ and founding this opifli^i^ 
"* K>ti the authority of one of tbeir own writers of the grcatcft 

^re4i( i we mesia B^rtakm^^. if la Cafrs$ 3f(erww4$ biihop of 
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fSfiapa. Hh words are very full and expliok : *^ The M^xi* 
<< tanSi fays he, having appointed a public dancei which 
f^ they called Mitotes^ to entertain the Spaniards and Mott^ 
f^ zumay the general, Pidro de Alvaradoy obfervtng the jewels, 
*< with which the Indiam ^re adorned, affembted his lot* 
<^ dier^ and fell upon ihem^ cutting them in pieces^ to gain 
f^ pofleffioH of thofe valuable ornaments 4 in the acquifuion^ 
*^ of which infamous fpojl, above two thoufand of the Mem- 
f< am nobility were put to the fword." De S^lis vindicates 
Jms country from this reproach, gives a quite different ac- 
count of the confpiracy, for fuch he terms it ; but, in our 
opinion, doef not clearly enough refute the allegation of the 
prelate. He rather enaeavours to invalidate his evidence, 
by obferving, that Ja Cafqs was at that time foliciting th^ 
Itlief of the Judians ; and in order to obtain his purpofes, ' 
wbiehy by this confdSon, were certainly pious and humane, 
was exaggerating every circumftance of their oppre ffion. Ac« 
cording to De Solis^ it was obvious to Alvarado^ that the no- 
bility c^ the court nad falleji off* from their refped fince the 
departure of the Spaniards^ which obliged him to behavse 
-with great caution and circumfpedicm. He employed fp\m 
to watch their motions, and foon received informatioo, 
|hat Something extraordinary was in agitation. Ondofer 
examination it appeared, that a dangerous confpiracy wat 
hatching againft the Spaniards ^ nor was it long before foaie 
of the conipirators themfclves betrayed to him the whole 
iecret, A ky^ day^ ^fter. feveral of the principal nobilitf 
fame for leave to Aiwir^j to celebrate their annual feftival, 
called MHoUs ; a compliment wkh which they intended to 
deceive him, and prevent his taking umbrage attheir jiflem- 
bling in fuch numbers ; f qd Aharadoy as his Itifpidons were 
not yet fully f:on(irmed» granted the Tequeft, on condition 
the Mexicans VfoxiiA come un^rmed^ atid decline offering 
Iwman Sacrifices. That very night he received intelligence, 
that arms were jlecretly diftributing in all the houfes adjoin- 
ing to the temple \ his doubts vanilfaed, and ihe deter* 
mined upon fignal revenge. His plaq was to attack them 
iii the boginning of tl^e foftival, without furntflitng them 
with time to take arms, or afiemble the populace ; and he 
fottnd it no difficult matter to carry it ^nto execution. The 
Mmams were (o intoxicated with liquor and joy that their plot ^ 
Kmained undifcovered : , that Aharadp attacked, and eafiljr 
defeated them, wounding and killing great numbers, who 
<:ottld notefeape in the tumult, or teapover the galleries or 
windows. << His mtention, fays de Solis, was only to terrify 
V aaddifperfe t^m s which he indeed compaffed not with* . 
^ 5^.9Ht 
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" outconfufion and diforder ; for the Spaniards inftantly 
*' fell to ftripping the dead and wounded of their jewels and 
** valuable ornaments." Thus de Solis^ in fa6t, admits the 
whole charge brought againft Aharado by the biftiop of Ciw- 
pa : he acknowledges that he began a terrible maffacre, during 
a pubHc fefttval, and that the killed and wounded wereftripped 
and plundered by the foldiers ; but this he calls the punifli- 
ment of a dangerous confpiraCy, though he acknowledges 
that it was rafh, inconfiderate, and ]IUcondu£ted, as Ahara- 
do retired to his quarters with the air of a conqueror, without 
giving the populace the flighteft information of thecaufes that 
prompted him to an adion, bafe, infidious, and barbarous to 
. all outward appearance. We leave it to the reader to pafs 
judgment upon thofe different relations ; for our own parts, 
we cannot help being ftrongly prejudiced in favour of itf 
.Cafas^ who is confefled to be a writer of candour, and who 
could have no reafonable motive for cafling an indelible ftain 
on the character of his nation. Thfe fame allegations, in- 
deed, from a foreigner, might feem fufpicious ; but from a 

* Spanijh dignified prelate, of irreproachable manners and vera- 
icity, they will outweigh all the aflertions of a writer, whofc 
.bufinefs it fs to magnify and extol every circumftanceof this 

glorious conqueft. 
Mexicans' CORTEZ ,v92l9 extremely ihocked at this ralh procedure, 
revolt, and blamed Aharado that he had not only neglected to en- 
form the people of the confpiracy, but to confult upon it with 
Motezumay^s both muft now behold the (laughter of iheAlexhm 
.nobility as an a£k of wanton cruelty and avarice ; but it was 
now impoffible to redrcfs the evil, except by profecuting the 
fyftem of Aharado^ and deftroying greater numbers of thofe 
innocen^ people, who were taking arms only in their own 
defence. In faft Cort^z relied upon his own ftrength, 
and was probably not forry that Aharado had furniihed him 
with fo good a pretext for beginning the conqueft, apd 
plundering fo rich a city. Obferving that the fame fuf- 
ipicious tranquillity and filence reigned as the day before, 
he difpatched Diego de Ordaz^ with a party of four hundred 
Spaniards' and Tlafcalans^ to fcour the ftreets, and endeavour 
to penetrate into this myfierious ftillnefs. Ordaz had not 
advanced a great way, when he difcovcred an armed party, fent 
out probably as a decoy to draw him into danger^ which had 
the effeft. The party recreated, and O/virz purfued, in hopes 
of talcing fonie piifoners, from whom he might obtain intd- 
•ligerice ; but he foon found himfelf inclofed between twa 
vaft armies, one behind, and the other before, fo that it 
was necefliry tp. break through, fword-in-hand, before he 

• - tQuW 
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could either advance or retreat. Befides, the tops of the 
boufes and windows were crowded with enemies, who poured 
down fuch ihowers of ftbnes, arrows, and darts, as quite 
obfcured the (ky, and covered the Spaniards. All his valour 
and experience W^re now wanci^d to extricate himfelf from 
this dangerous fituatioh. He drew up in a double front, 
employed his fwords and pikes againft the enemies below, 
and plied thofe above with his iire arms ; but his chief ad- 
vantage arofe from the ardour of the Indians^ who hafted on 
fo tumultuouily, as to confound each other with numbers^ 
and leave nothing elfe to the Spaniards than' to flay and kill 
without refiftance. It was this circumftance alone that faved • 

Ordazy for had the enemy fought with tolerable order, he 
muft have funk under their weight. As matters fell out, the 
carnage was fo dreadful, that, lofing courage, they retired to 
': a diftancp, and ufed revilings and menaces inftead of wea- 
pons. The fire-arms cleared the terracies, apd Diego de Or^ 
\ iazy who was fent to make difcoveries, did not think it ad- 
vifeable to engage farther; he therefore retreatfsd to his 
I quarters, in the fame difpofuion as when he was charged 
I clofely by the enemy ; and after fome difficulty joined Cor- 
I *«, with the lofs of eight men killed in the aftion, him- 
[ felf, with almoft all his pepple, being wounded. 
I This was the firfl: proof which Corte% had of the refent- 
n^ent of the Mexicans^ and it ferved to confirm his refolution 
to bring them to obedience by force of arms. All endea- 
vours to accommodate matters would only diminifh his re- 
putation, and convince the enemy that he flood in awe of 
their numbers. He determined to oblige them to make the 
firil propofals, for which reafon he prepared a fally from 
his quarters, in expeftation that the vigour and efieSs of the 
blow would ftrike terror. It is aftonifliing, however, that • 
Motfzuma was never confulted upon any of thefe occafions. 
Formerly Cortez made him acquainted with every motion, 
and it looks as if he now fufpeded that he had encouraged 
the infurreflion, becaufe he is treated with no confidence. 
Ml that De Solis relates is, that Motezuma was too diffident 
of his own authority, and apprehenfive of the difobedience 
of his vaflals, to propofe fetting on foot ia treaty. Probable 
It is, that the conduft of Alvarado greatly injured the Spa- 
^jards in his good opinion, though regard to his word, and 
indeed his own fafety, obliged him to aft in a neutral capa- 
city while he was detained a piiibner in the Spanijh quarters. 
The enemy anticipated t;he defign of Cortez, After the 2ii^ 
'^^^^ of Qrdaz they halted at fome difiance from the palace, 
*^^ formed the vigorous refolution of attacking the 

quarters. 
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tJifey at- ^tdtH ori aill fidcs. All the adjacent ftreets ^ere filM 
tack the with armed oien^ and when every thing was formed for the 
Spaniards, aflkuir, the drums and flutes gave the dreadful figrial. Thtf 
Van-guard was compofed of companies of archers, who weriii 
tbxlear the walls to facilitate the approach of riie center and 
rear. Ail advanced with precipitation and i\xfj. The di(< 
charges of the archers were incredibly quick and alert, the; , 
were prefied on with extreme impetuofity, and the Spamarir 
found the utiiioft difficulty in maintaining their ground, and 
repulfmg fo violent and well-condufted an attack. ^ Th( < 
ground was fo thickly ftrewed with arrows, that the Sp4* 
niarJt vrtre forced to employ people to remove them, as they 
ehoaked up the way to the ramparts ; and although the aiwl 
tillery and fnlall-arms made terrible deftrudion, yet fucb wail 
the obftinate valour of the Mexicans^ that they advanced un«H 
daunted to fill up the chafms left by the flain, trampling^ t 
without fear or dread, upon the bodies of the dead an(i< 
woundedj until they met the fande fate, and were fucceeded 
by others^ Nothing was left untried to gain pofieffion of the' 
ramparts. Several attempted to fcale the fortification^ at tU* 
very mouths of the cannon; others endeavoured to force opeif 
the gates, or break down the walls; with ill-contrived fn-' 
ftruments ; many mounted upon the (houlders of their com* 
panions, that their weapons might do more execution, aiK^ 
great liumber s formed their lances and pikes into ladders, 
by which they attempted to gain the windows and terraces. 
AH, in general, expofed themfelves, without referVe, to 
danger, and performed adions of the moft impetuous covi* 
rage, and favage ferocity. At laft, night feafonably iiltcr* 
pofed, and obliged them to retreat before they were conquer^ 
ed, out of a fuperftitious cuftom that prevailed ainong the 
Mexicans^ of never fighting in the abfence of the fun's influ-* 
ence; a cuftom, probably founded upon the generous feo« 
timent, that it was cowardly to attack an enemy in the dark; 
Even their fuperftition could not entirelv fubdue their ar* 
'dour, for they continued to (hoot at a diuance with fired z> 
rows, which fetting the buildings of the palace in flame, ob- 
liged the Spaniards to break down fome walls, to cut off the 
communication between the houfes, and afterwards toil 
with indefatigable induftry to repair thofe breaches, which 
would ferve as an inlet to the torrent of enemies th^ ex- 
peded to rufli upon them as foon as day appeared. In this 
the Spaniards were difappointed. The enemy kept at a 
diftance, endeavouring to provoke Coriez to battle, and to 
quit his walls, by the moft injurious txpreffions. As he 
had before intended a fally, the general embraced this oppor- 
tunity 
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Mmlty of animating his people, and whetting their couragt 
^ a Ihctft fpeech, reprefenting the neceffity they were under 
jsf giving the enemy fome Very fignal proof of their galian- 
try. Agreeable to this reibtution^ the troops were divided 
bto three bodiest each formed into a double front, in the 
manner fo fuccefsfuU^ obfeived by Orda% on a late occaiion« 
iThey engaged at the fame time, and the enemy fuftained 
the charge with firmnefs, venturing to come to pufh of piket 
linth the Spaniards The fire-arms levelled at the galleries 
Ind windows could not pat a ftop to the fhowers qf ftonet 
Iscefiantly poured down, and it was neccfiary to fet divert 
lioiifes on fire^ to ch^ck an evil to which there was no other 
(tmedy* After an obftinate engagement, in which multi« 
Mes w^e flaio, the M^xUans at Tafl; gave way before the 
fbperior valour of the Spaniards^ add were purfued from 
Ireet to Ateet into a great iquare, where they made a laft 
itfcrt, and were totaUy defeated. Their flight was confufed 
inddiforderly 3 the Wounded were trampled to death by the 
lying, and the flaughter might have been ftill more dreadful^ 
^i not Coruz flopped the purfuit, in hopes of reducing 
ttem to* terms by this zSt of moderation* Already the car- 
[ftige was fo great, that the canals were tinged with blood, 
tad the ilreets filled with vaft heaps of dead bodies; but the 
iBiount of the lofs is not eflimated on the fide of the Mexi- 
fm. Of Corim's army, twelve were killed, Spaniards and 
flttfcalanSi and a much greater number wounded ; a cheap 

C'ce for victory, had it been decifive, or the conqueror in a 
Iter condition to fupport the lofs of his foldieris. The en« 
Igagement lafled for the whole forenoon ; the Spaniards were 
l^equently hard prefTcd 5 in purfuing they were obliged to fill 
tip ditches, and fuitain the charge of the enemy, who re^^ 
i turned in (Warms iipon every new obflrudiion. TheThf* 
I ^dms behaved with great gallantry, and fought with order 
and regularity ; in a word, tvery individual fully difcharged 
I bis duty $ and CorteZj in particular, difplayed all the quali* 
tics of a general and afoldier. 

A SUSPENSION of hoflilities enfited, as if by mutual Su/pen/om 
agreement, both fides taking breath, in order to refume their 0/'>&0/?)r7/- 
^ttacks.with the greater vigour. Mean time Cariez did not ties. 
^t& the opportunity of making frefh overtures of peace, 
^ means of fome of Motezumd*s attendants. He obferved 
^ the Mexicans^ like the hydra's head, multiplied by tbdr 
Ijfe, and regerminated under the flroke levelled for their dc-* 
nfudion; but the propofals met with no fuccefs. Some of 
^perfons appointed to condod the negotiation returned fe* 
^^'y kaadkd, and others remained with the enemy, to the 
; . great ^ 
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great difcontent of Motezuma^ who iincerely wi(hed the re^ 
du6l1on of his tumultuous fubjedsy Jeft they fhould entirely 
throw off their obedience, and lofe all diiead of his autho* 
rity. Ail hope of accommodation being vaniflied. Carta 
made preparations for refiAing the prodigious numbers of 
his enemies, and defending his people from the Ihowersof 
fiones, darts, and arrows, difcharged from the windows' 
and galleries of the houfes. With this view he ordered 
four wooden towers to be eredled, which moved upon 
wheels, each capable of containing thirty men, covered with 
firong pbnk, and furnifhed in the front and fides with ilitS) 
V to difcharge undercover. Even the novelty of thofe ma- 
chines would, he believed, ftrike terror. When they were 
in readinefs, a fecond fally was made by Cortez in perfon, at 
the head of the bulk of his Spaniards^ and all the TlafcalanL 
taking with him fome pieces of cannon, the wooden towers, 
and a few horfe, to be ufed wherever the ground would fuf" 
fer them to aft. All vvas in profound filence when the %•* 
niards quitted their quarters ; but fcarce had they pafled 
through one ftreet when they were aflaulted upon every fidci 
i)y an innumerable thultitudc, who began the engagement 
with loud (bouts, and the hoarfe noife of drums, (hells, ani 
other barbarous warlike inftruments. Trenches had been 
cut in all the ftreets, and thefc the Mexicans defended vntk 
fuch valour and obftinacy, that they could only be diflodged 
by the artillery. They fought with more regularity than bc^ 
fore, direded their courage to better purpofe, and fccmci 
to improve in the art of war by experience. Their conduft 
favoured nothing of the rafhnefs of a popular tumult; they 
appeared to be under the command of judicious officers^ 
every difcharge was deliberate, and well aimed, and alt thd 
pofts were defended with intrepidity, and abandoned with- 
out confufion. Huge ftones, and pieces of rocks, were 
tumbled down upon the wooden machines from the galleries, 
which broke them in pieces. When they became fenfiblc 
of the damage fuftained from the artillery and mufquetrjfj 
tliey retired gradually, continuing a kind of running figl^^ 
until they came to the next entrenchment, where they again 
made an obftinate ftand. For the greater part of the day 
the battle raged, the Indians difputing every inch of groundj 
with fuch well-dire£lcd valour, as convinced Coriez of thfi i 
impoflibility of reducing the Mexicans by force. The city | 
received incredible damage, many houfes were burnt down> 
and the enemy loft more blood than in any preceding ac- 
tion; but though repulfed, they were not defeated. On the 

contrary, they maintained a retreating fight, till night fep«* 

raiw 
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rated the combita'dts, and furnilhcd the Spaniards with an op-, 
portunity of returning to their ouarters, without jefigning 
Jbc yicftojy, after they had loft nfty men, chiefly Tlajcalanu 
Fifty Spaniards were grievoufly wounded, and among thefc 
the general, who received an arrow in the left h«nd, in the ' 
very heat of the battle (A). When Coriez arrived at his 
quarters, herefigned himfelf to refledion, and, upon mature, 
deliberation, was fenfible how impradicable it was to keep 
pofleffion of Mexuo, Every day produced fre(h loiTes ; and 
though he was conftantly vidorious, yet his advantages 
ferved only to a<;celerate his ruin. A fenfeof fhame, pride^ 
and the fire of his own genius, impelled him to further ef- 
forts to fubdue the enemy | but when he confidered that 
after the multitudes flain, their numbers appeared undimir 
niflied, that their refentment grew with their loflcs, that 
' itity fought with more ftill and courage, and that they 
were daily improving in the art of war, he turned his 
thQughts towards the means of retreating with the greateft 
fafety. Nor w^s fliotezuma lefs diftraQed and embarrafi'ed . 
with contending paffions and refiedions. He now began to 
apprehend that bis people had entirely thrown oiF their alle- 
giance on^ account of his attachment to the Spaniards^ and 
yet he obferved a referve on the fide of Cortez, as if he fu(- 
peded him of finifter pradices, and of tampering with the 
Mexicans. From the higheft tower of the palace be beheld 

(A) Antonio df Herrera ia al- tower, over the galleries and win- • 

together hyperbolical in his re- dQW9 into the ftreet, after they 

lation of this, and all the pre- had foiled all the attempts of 

ceding and future engagements, a body of Spaniards to diflodge 

According to kirn, not a day them. Two of them laid hold 

pai&d without a battle, each of the general, with intention 

more bloody and ebftinat^ than to dafli themfelves and him in 

the former. Here the Spaniards pieces^ by a fall from the top 

performed prodigies ot valour, of the temple; but he extricated 

and the Mexicans poured their himfelf by flrength and agility ; 

arrows fo thick, that forty cartr and to conclude the wonder, a 

loads were gathered and burnt faint, mounted on a white horfe» 

ID a day, by Qoriex^s pepple, fought for the Spaniards^ and. 

They took a 5/tf«//2' horleman by the image of the Fir gin 

alive, and facrificcd him in fight jkary, threw duft in the eyes of 

of all his companions. The the Mexicans. But we muft 

flafcalans feafted luxurioufly on obferve that moft of thefe cir- 

the bodies of the flaughtered cumilances are faid to have hapr 

Mexicans, Cortex almolt fingly pened in an ad^ion fubfequent to 

drove three hundred noblemen, thcdtzihof Adotezuma, Dec.ii, 

who had taken pofTeiTion . of a lib, viii. cap. 2. 

Mop. Hist. Vol. XXXVIIL / P xh^ 
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the laft engagement, and could difcover the princes cf 
Tezeuco and Izta^alapa^ B^ith feveral others of the firft 
lords of the empifc, animating Uti^ Mexicaniy and order- 
ing the battle. Hitherto he regarded the affair as a po- 
pular tumult, but now he forefaw the ruin of his own au- 
thority, and perhaps a total revolution in the government, 
In the firft tranfports of his anger, he condemned all the mo- 
bility to condign punifliment, and breathed nothing but 
{laughter and bloody revenge, until rcflt:<£ling on his own in- 
ability, he funk into defpondency. After reflefling upon 
various remedies to be applied to this dangerous malady, 
what appeared to him the leaft exceptionable, was to diftrefs 
the Spaniards^ return to his palace, and endeavour to regain 
the afFeftions of his fubjefts, by aSs of clemency and genc- 
Motezu- rofity. Full of this notion he fent for Cortez, and told him, 
ma'j/ro- that now the diftra£led ftate of his kingdom required fonie 
fofalto Ygj.y effectual remedy; that his imagination could devife none 
Wortcz. inore likely to be attended with happy confequences, thai) 
th^t the Spaniards would evacuate Mexictj^ and thereby de- 
prive the feditious of all pretences. The clamours of his 
vafTals founded well, he faid, in the ears of ihe vulgar^ fince 
all they demanded was theliberty of their prince; and things 
were now come to fuch a height, that no other profped of 
appeafmg the public commotions remained, than taking 
away the caufe. He bitterly exclaimed againft the infolence 
of the nobility, and repeated how much he had fufFered by 
preferving his promife to CorteZy and continuing his affcSions 
to the Spaniards; and he concluded with touching upon the 
groundlefs jealoufies entertained of his condud by thofe 
perfons upon whofe account he had forfeited the efteem and 
^fFed^ion of bis fobjefts. CorUZy whofe own fentiinents co^ 
incided with the emperor's, but with difterent views, readily 
agreed to the propofition of quitting Mexico^ and willing C9 
put an ad of necefSty on the footing of refped and obe- 
dience to the royal mandate, replied, that it was both his in- 
clination and duty to pay an entire refignation to the will of 
his imperial majefty ; without entering into the motives of 
his refolution, or lofing time in reprefenting the inconve- 
Cor/ez niencies that; might enfue ; that it would give him great 
fromi/es to uneafmefs to part from his royal perfon, until he was fully 
evacuate alTured of the obedience of his fubje£ls, efpecialiy as the de- 
)t(f^xico, claration of the nobility, in favour of the populace, required 
the utmoft circumfpedion ; but that fince his departure was 
regarded as a neceiTary ftep towards a happy reconclli&tioa, 
}ie had fixed his refoliuipn impiediately u> margh with his j 

fu:pjy 
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srmy to Zmpoala^ only requei^ing of his majeSy that he 
would, before his departure, oblige his v^ihU to lay down • 

their arms. This he required, he faid, more out of concertt 
for his majcfty's perfon, than from any concern their obfti- 
nacy gave to himfelf, as he carried upon the point of his. 
fword, and in the valour ;of his troops, all that was neceflary 
to his own fecurity. This conceffion highly dtWghtti Mote^ 
%uma^ becaufe it was unexpected. He returned his acknow- 
Jedgments, and fufficiently teftified his fatisfai^ion by his emo- 
tion, and the joy which fpread itfelf upon his countenance. 
He r6folved to oblige the general in the article of ordering 
I his people to lay down their arms^ at the fame time that he 
' entertained doubts whether they would obey his commands,' 
and dreaded the thoughts of fo mortifying a ftroke to hifr 
royal dignity. 

In the midft of this conference, advice was brought to 
Cortez that the enemy were preparing to renew jthe aflault, 
and that the garrifon was under arms. He broke off imme- 
diately ; but before he could join the troops, the Mexicans 
had puflied with fuch impetuofity, that they gained the foot 
of the ramparts, in defpite of the utmofl; end eay ours of the 
Spaniardsy and the briikeft fire from the artillery and mufque- 
try. Their bows and flings were plied by the troops in the 
rear, to beat off the Spaniards from, the ramparts, and make 
way for the vanguard to fcale the works, and puih the aflault. 
Infome places they got footing within the walls ; but were 
driven back by Cortez^ who came up with a referve body of 
foldiers. Moiezuma thought this a feafonable opportunity of 
acquitting himfelf of the promife made to Cortez. He cal- 
led for his royal robes and crown, and with a numerous at- i^otezu- 
tendance afcended the terrace fronting the gwat avenue, ^f'mtjS!>e<ws 
ter a herald had notified with a loud voice to the Mexican ar- himfelf to 
'my, that the %x^^i Motezuma had condefcended tp fliew him- the Mexi- 
felf to his people, to inquire into their grievances, and to cans, and 
redrefs them if they were reafonable. On repeating his tsfUun. 
name the tumult immediately fubfided, eVery arm fell, and 
every tongue was filent : all were motionlefs and ftill j as if 
they were afraid to breathe in the prefence of , their fovereign ; 
' and nofooner did Motezuma appear, than many bent the knee, 
and great numbers proilrated themfelves on the ground, from 
tbe habit of paying him the adoration due to the Divinity, 
Htcaft his eyes over the whole multitude, and then fixing 
them upon fome of the nobility, he called them by their 
names to draw nearer, and honoured them with the title- of 
friends and kinfmen. His fpeech began with acknowledge 
JWnt for the affedion they exprefled by this endeavour to 
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I^DCiirr his liberty. He was far, he declared, from confir 
deriog their zeal as a criine, although it was injadiciouAf 
conduced. They w^e wrong ia believing that any vio- 
lence or confiraint was offered to bis will ; his refidcace 
^mong the Spaniards was altogether voluntary j hot on any 
event their proceedings ought to have been dircded.byfau 
orden. He told them, however, that he would not reai- 
minate, becaufe be was fenfible of their good intectioDs; 
but as the caufe was now removed, and he had given orden 
for the Spaniards to depart from his court immediately, and 
entirely evacuate bis country, he hoped they would fet tbc 
example of obedience to the ftrangers, lay down their anns, 
ccafe all tumults, come to his court, and receive ample tefti- 
mony of bis gratitude, clemency, and pardon. When be 
£nimed his harangue, no one had the courage to reply. Ail 
^ were aftoniflied to find the emperor overflowing with kind- 
nefs, where they expe£bd the chaftiiement of bis indigna- 
tion ; others wept to fee the fame prince, who ufed to omih 
mand like a God, fueing with the (erviliry of the moftab- 
jcSt of his flaves. But this fufpenfion was in a few minutes 
Succeeded by violent commotions, and the ftorm leemed t9 
redouble by the fliort remiffion. Fear was fuddenly coo- 
verted into fury, and profound refped into the moft infoleot 
contempt. Some of them called aloud that be ought to re- 
iign thefceptre and diadem for the diftaff and fpindle ; and 
their injurious language, and opprobrious exprefliops, were 
fucceeded by loud fliouts, and then by a general difcharge of 
arrows. Two Spanijh foldiers, who ftood near the emperor, 
endeavoured to proteA him with their fluelds, but all tlieir 
care could not prevent his being hit by a ftone in the temple* 
which fradured his fkuU, and laid htm fpeechlels on die 
ground ; upon whiqh event the whole army fled in the ot- 
moft confufion, as if they imagined the vengeance of hea- 
ven muft purfue them for the terrible facrilege of laying 
violent hands on their fovereign. Cortex^ greatly chagfined 
at tbe unfortunate accident, ordered the emperor to be imme- 
diately carried to his apartment, and his wounds to be drefied; 
but motezuma noiboncr recovered hb fpeech and ienles, than 
he refufed all affiftance, and grew io impatient with refent- 
ment, that it was found neceflary to confine his arms, for 
he tore away with fury every application made to his wound*, 
and died of grief and indignation, rather than the coofe- 
guences of his wound, about three days after. 
M^^eza- It is affirmed that Cortez ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
jnaV cha- prevail upon Motezuma to embrace cbrifUanity, as he lay oo 
raaer. )^% death bed ^ he joined iptreaties to perfuaiion, but with- 
4 out 
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otitefiefi; the emperor would bearken only to the cli£lates 
of revenge, and he yielded up his laft breath with impioqs 
imprecations upon his own fubje^ls. Thus ended Motezu^ 
may a prince of great penetration, fubtilty, and valour, who 
wanted nothing but favourable circumftances add opportu- 
nity to dtfplay all the qualities of a monarch. His genius' 
wais martial^ his underftanding folidj his parts quick, and 
his intelleds clear, refined, and manly, for an untutored 
bariurian. In perfon he had won nine glorious battles i^ 
the open plains and by dint of cunning and valour beraifed 
hioifelf to the firft dignity in the empire. He was naturally 
liberal, juft^ and temperate ; but intoxicated with hii eleva- 
doD, and poifoned with the luxury of defpotifm, he became 
liaughty, cruel^ fevere, lafcivious^ and oppreffive. Every 
beauty in his dominions was facrificed to his luftj bis juftice 
degenerated into rigour^ his liberality to oppreffion, and his 
magnificence into profufion; His gifts of generofity were 
fopported by tyrslnny, his favourites were regarded as the 
fcoutgijs^of the people; in a word, his virtues were chiefly 
exerted in a private, his vices in a public capacity. Had he 
never afcended the throne, he might have died beloved, re-> 
fpe^edj and judged worthy of the royal diadem. 

Th^ Spaniards in general lamented the unfortunate death 

of this prince, whofe liberality and munificence they had fo 

freqoemly expc^riehced ; btit Cortex was chiefly aiFeded, both 

on account of his perfonal regard, and becaufe he forefaw all 

the confequences, with refped to his prefent fituatioh. The 

greater part of his defigns were founded on the voluntary 

fubjedion of Mottzuma ; this profpe<9 How vanrflied, and 

he found xjt neceflary to form an entire new plan, the ifllte of 

which appeared extremely precarious, as it was wholly built 

on the fuppofition that he fhould be able to fubdue the Mexi-^ 

£snsy on the arrival of fuccours from Spain; and yet the fuc- 

cefs of his application to the court was yet doubtful. Im« 

mediately he ordered the royal corpfe to be carried into thd 

city by fcveral p^rfons of the greateft drftindion, among whom 

were included the priefts who had been taken prifoners^ all 

of them witneflfes that Motizuma fell by the hands of his 

^wn people. They had orders to acquaint the princes at 

the head of the fadion, in hh name, that he had fent the 

kpdy of their late fovereign, murdered by their rebeIHou» 

pradices, which enormous aime gave frefli right to the 

juftice of hb vengeance ; tbat^ before his deaths Mote-: 

zttnahad feque fled him, with the moft prefling tnftances, to 

revenge , his deaths and to chaftife their wicked rebellion j 

but that as he regarded their infurre£tian as the eSe£t of 
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popular fury and ignorance, uncountenanced by the nobi- 
lity, he once more offered peace, that the innocent might 
. not be involved in the punifhment of the guilty ; that be 
< was ready to come to. any reafonable agreement; but if they 
>rqe£led his propofal, and hefitated about the repentance of 
their enormous crime, they snuft expe£l to be treated widi 
the utmofl rigour of his arms. He would lay wafie and 
idcftroy their city, and teach them the liiffcrence between 
•faoftilities merely defenfive, and a declaration of war in de- 
fence of juftice, and for the challifement of cruelty, aad 
the facrtlegious murder of their lawful monarch* 

Th£ body of Moiezumfi was no fooncr' obfervcd by the 
Mexicans^ than they approached it with all the af^eairance of 
horror, mingled with reverence, as was obferved from die 
•walls. They threw down their arms, quitted their pofe, 
^nd began a lamentable yell, which foon diffuied over ^e 
whole city, and made it one fcene of weeping and lamen- 
tation. For the whole night thefe expreffions of ^rief coor 
tinued ; but they yielded in the morning tP the tumdtuons 
joy of feeing the throne occupied by a oewemperor, whom 
they had elefled ; yet fiili they paid the due refpedb to the 
remains of their late fovereign. De Sfilis tskta pains to vin- 
dicate the humanity of the Indians from the afperfions of 
ibme Spaniflj writers, who ailedgc, that after, the ftft tranf* 
ports of grief and furprize were fubfided^ they dragged the 
body ^ound the ftreets, mangled it in this, moft barbarous 
manner^ and even extended their fury to his wives and chil- 
dren. On the contrary, one author affirms, that they be'* 
wailed the death of their prince as an unfortunate accident, 
in which their intention bad no (hare ; that they conveyed 
the corpfe with great folemnity, and funeral pomp, to the 
mountain of Chapuiltapaquey where it was ufuai to pay the 
la£t duties, and preferve the afhes of their kings ; and that 
they renewed their lamentations with fuch appearance of 
^ fincerity, as left.no doubts of their veneration for the me^ 
mory of their fovereign. 

It was a flrong prefumption of the deep imprei&on which 

Mottzuma's accident made on the minds of his people, that^ 

for the three days of his illnefs, they had iufpended all hoftili' 

ties, in which inadiive ftate they continued till his laft obfe- 

qtjies were performed. ' Herrera^ indeed, fpeaks as if they 

never ceafed their attacks upon the Spanijh quarters, until 

ThM ' ^^^^^ began his rati eat ; but we prefer the authority of D* 

CRnsekJ' ^^^^^. ^^^ ** much more accurate, diilin£i, and probable, 

« netv/o- ^^ ^^^ relation. Accu.dlng to this writer, all that fpaceof 

^ereign. ^^^^ ^^ employed in lamentations, the cleffion of a nei^ 

fovereign 



. The Hijiory tf America. I15 

ibvereign (who proved to be ^ilmuaca^ prince of Iztap^^ 
pa) the funeral of the deceafed prince, and in flaakifig pre- 
parations for renewing their afiaults upon the Spani/h quar- 
ters. Early in the morning fucceeding the burial c^ Mote-- 
tvmUy the ftreets round the Spanijh quarters were filled with 
ii^diers, aoid the towers of a great temple adjacent firongtjr 
garrifoned, as from this fituatlon they could annoy the Spa-' 
mards in the palace* The ftair leading to this temple con- They re* 
/ifted of a hundred fteps, by the. fides of which fame large neAv their 
towers were ereS^. Here five, hundred Mexican nMemtn attach, 
placed tbeoifelvesa with a refolutidn to maintain their ground 
agaiftft all the power of Cortez ; for which purpofe they had 
l|dd in provifions for a fiege» knowing it was of the utmoft 
importance to th^Spanim-ds toi diflodge them. In this they 
difcovered their penetration add military knowledge. It was' 
the firft atteoipt of Cor^ez^ who commiUtted the attack u^pon 
the temple to Efaohar^ at the head, of near two buildred 
Spaniards,, This officer b^an ,the aflault with great fiiry, 
ajid maintained it with obftinacy; but he was repeatedly re- 
pulfed by the Mexicans^ who tumhled down large ftones, and 
Urge beams, from the top of the temple, upon the heads of 
the Spani^rds^ 2t the fa^e time that they covered them with 
ibowcrs of darts and arrows. Efiohar was retreating in oon« 
^fuiioii, when he' was reinforced by fcdine Spaniards and Tlaf^ 
celans, fent from the refex;ve corps by Cortez, who confulting 
oaly the impulfes of an ardent courage, ordered a fhiield to ^ 

he tied to his wounded arm^ and advanced, fword-in*haad^ 
aiDoi^ the thigkeft of the eneaiy> upon the ftairs of the 
temple, was followed and well fupportedby hisfoldiers, ant-. 
mated by his example, and fo fotEtunate that he gained the 
laftfiaii:, the rails of the upper cour^» and atlaft the temple, 
after having cut the bulk of the gar rifoo in pieces. Upon 
t^ occafuDn it was that the atteili.pt was made by tvito Mexi^^ 
cans to throw themfelves, with Cgriez^ from the higheft part 
of the temple upon the pavement ; zn a<5i: of gallantry, and 
patriot fpirit, not to be furpafied in hiftory. The moft im- 
portant confequence flowing from the reduSion of this 
body of obftinate troops, was the feafonable acquifitton of 
pmvifion it brought to the Spaniards, The garrifon had pro- 
vided for a long fiege, and Cortez now ordered all necefia- 
rics of life to be tranfported to the palace, as he couid not 
divide his little. army by garrifoning the temple. This bufi- 
ntfs he committed to the Tlafcalans^^^nd with his Spanijh 
foldiers haftened to the ftreet of Taeuba^ where he perceived 
the reft of the army was hotly engaged. The cavalry broke ^ 
through the multitude, crippling, wounding,, flaying, tramp- 
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plingdo^h every thing, never lofing a ftroke, or forgcitfflg 
their own defence y and Efcobars infantry found it no diffi- 
cult matter to com pleat the defeat : but Cortex j in the heat of 
a£^ion, engaged himfelf fo far, that it being impoflible ta 
retreat, he direfied his way to another ftreet,' where he 
hoped be ihould m^et with lefs refrftance, and feafonably 
fell In with a confufed . body of Indians^ who were dragging 
along his friend the fccretary Ducro, Cortex rmmedfatcly 
charged this troop wkh fuch impetuofity, that he gave his 
friend an opportunity of difengaging himfelf, aAd making 
ufe of a poignard, whrch the Indians had overlooked in diP 
arming him, with which he made way with terrible (laughter, 
to his horfe and lance, and then joining CarteXj the two 
fiiends paiTed the ftreet en a full galtdp, through multitudes 
of the enemy, until they joined their own forces i an aflicn 
which Cortex always mentioned, as one of the moft fortunate 
and defperate of his life. By this time the enemy were ffy- 
ing before the Spaniards in every ftreet, but \t was impoffible 
to purfue the victory without deferting their quarters. Or- 
tez ordered a retreat to be founded, and hoped he had by thitf 
inftance of fuperior ability and courage, at leaft intimidated 
the Mexicans from renewing the attack fuddenly, efpecially 
as the flaughter was prodigious; their houfes, temples, and 
other edifices were burnt to the ground, and the lofs on the 
ftde of the Spaniards wholly Connfting of a few btuifed and 
wounded, in a manner no way dangerous. It is affirmed, 
that fo much were the Mexicans them (elves aftonifhed at the 
gallant afiault in the temple, that all the particulars of the 
adion were recorded in a painting, that afterwards came 
into th€ hands of the Spaniards, 
*rheymake . Next day, after this engagement, the Mexicans made 
offers of overtures of peace in the name of the new emperor^ upon 
peace. condition that the Spaniards would immediately repair t0 
their great canoes on the coaft of Zempoata^ and quit the 
imperial dominions, tbreatning, in cafe of refufal, the ut- 
moft vengeance of an incenfed people; and faying, that as 
they y^^nomiidl^Ki^icovtTtd that the Spaniardfwetc not 
imjOiOj^'^iti^^ determined to effeft their 

d^ruOTon, though the death of every Spaniard thould coB: 
them the lives of thoufands, after which there would ftill re- 
main a fufficient number to celebrate the vidory. Thefe 
prbpofals gave fatisfa£tion; but Cortez refolving.to fliew that 
he was not to be intimidated into concefHon, replied, that 
he was fo well acquainted with the fuperior valour, of his 
troops, as to make no doubts about his being- able to deftroy 
. not only ihcjcity of Mexico^ but the whole empire^ with bis 
. " prefent 
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f rcfcnt force ; yet moted with the calamities the Alixicans 
i had already fuffered, through their obftinacy^ he was deter- 
j mined to dcpaYt, his'bufinefs there being ended with the 
[ death of Mctezumay where friendfhip and h*berality had de- 
! tained him beyond cither expe<3atioh or inclination ; and 
J that he would execute this deftgn) as foon as the neceflary 
: preliminary articles were fettled, and the proper difpofitiort 
[ made for his march^ and accommodation on the road« 
However, as the Mexicans made their propofals with an 
": infidious view, they foon came to nothing, Cortek drfco- 
> vcrcd, that their intention was to block ,him up in his quar- 
\ tcrs, and ftarve him into fubmiffion ; a new method of car- 
ij rying on war in Mexico^ but the beft contrived to anfwer the 
\ purpofe, as the Spaniards were, at this time, but ill fupplied 
with providon, and no way prepared to ftand a ficge or 
blockade. The out-guards discovered, that the enemy kept 
at a greater diftance than ordinary, were ever diligent and 
circum(pe6l, and eagerly employed in digging trenches, and 
ereding works for the defence of the pafles over the canals. 
It was likewife obferved, they were cutting down the bridges 
on the great caufeway, and all communication with the 
road leading to Tlafcala ; a proceeding which fully difcovcred 
their defigns, the neccf&ty, and, at the famt time, 'the dan- 
ger of a retreat. 

CORTEZ now affembled a council of war, in which itCortez 
was maturely deliberated, whether arf immediate departure/(?r«ri /// 
from Mexico was not expedient in the prefent fitua-//«»/«r 
tion of affairs, and what were the moft probable n\€2ins i^i^ retreat 
of accomplifhing this meafure with fuccefe ? The firft point 
' debated was, whether they (hould march out of Mexico by 
night, or at mid-day, and in the face of the enemy. They 
vcre divided in opinion, and probable arguments were of- 
fered in defence of both fides of the queftion ; but a ma- 
jority of votes appeared in favour of the firft of thefe mea- 
fores: it was accordingly refolved the retreat fliould begin 
that very fame night, before the enemy fhould have finifbed 
all the works intended to obfirudt their paflage. CorteZj 
whofe mind was provident as his heart was intrepid, had 
ordered a bridge of beams and planks to be made, which 
was now finifiied, and might be carried on the (houlders of 
forty men. This was intended to be laid over the pafs of 
the caufeway, and was conftrufled in a manner capable of 
fupporting the weight of alt the horfe and artillery. He 
would have made two more bridges for the other openings ; 
hw, as the men infifted upon their immediate departure, 
influenced by the prcdidion of one Botelloy a fuppofed aftro- 
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^reathrng their laft, mingled with the ihouts of the tm^ 
ansy fend cfpetially as the exceffive dafrknefs of the night 
prevented all poffibility of giving fuccour. Many were (lainV 
others fell into the hands of the Mexicansi arfd all wa^ con- 
fdfion, dread, an€> angur(h. However, the valour of Cortei 
faved niany lives ; he pierced, with five horfe, into tfre midft 
of the enemy, and opefied a path for his own men, whd 
yitrt in the greateft diftrefs. Mvarado^ who was on the 
X)ppofite fide of the breach, in the catifcfway, owed his life 
to his dwA agility, having, with an aftonifliing leap, a;frifledby 
his laitce, cleaned the pafs, whicji, to thir day, is dillingai(hf« 
ed by the name of Aharado' s ,Leap \ others, who etideavoured 
lo follow his example, plunged into the water and perimed) 
while fome of. lefs refolotion fuffercd themfelves to be made 
prifoners. Extremely fprtuhate it was, th^c the renvaining 
Spaniards^ fzixpx^A^ exhaiifted, and difpirrted with the mif 
fortunes of their companions, met with no oppofition at the 
}aft breach, over which the foldiers waded on account of the 
feallownefs of the waters. Upon this, Gartez halted in tbif 
neighbourhood of Tacuba^ to give time for thofe who couM 
ifcape from the battle to join the army, andKkewife io 
refreOi his people 5 nor was the preeaution tmneceflafy, a* 
{evetzl Spamatds ^n^.TIafcalans were by that means Javedi 
Yet ftill the lofs was Very confiderabte. Upon mufterin^ 
Ihe troops jit, appeared, that above two hundred 5ftf«wrify 
a thbuTand Tkfealansy and forty fix horfes, hacj cither beeir 
killed or taken by the enemy 5 and it was afterwards knowit 
that: aH the prifoners were facrtficed, Befides, all the* artil- 
lery, baggage^ and treafure, was either loft or fallen into the 
hands of the Mexicans* Cortez wept with anguifli, cfpecially 
at the unfortunate end of fome of his braveft officers, amcfflg 
whom was Diego Feiaquez^ hh faithful friend, who had dc- 
ferted the intereft of his relation th« governor, to foHoW 
the fortune of a man, whofe Valotir he efteemed and ioM- 
tated* Never did he ftand To much in need of bis m^W- 
iiimity and refolution to temper his grief, which he no fooner 
vented by a flood of tears, than, fummonrng up zW his con- 
fiancy, he animated his men^ and difpofed them to profe- 
Cute their march to Tacuba^ where the troops were well en-* 
tertain'ed, greatly contrary to expe£lation. 
, As it may appear extraordinary^ that the Mexicans ftould 
now have dropped the purfuit, anki iufFered iht Spaniards 
to crofs the laft breach in thef caofew'ay unmoleftedv i^ ^^X 
be proper to account for, their condu£i; dthbogh H^«^^ 
relate?^ that they kept up a perpetual attack quite to 7"^" 
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fuha^, Wc find in De Soils, that among the flain were theMotezu- 
tomoi Mote^umaj detained by the Spaniards^ whofe bodies ma'^y^;?/ 
the ImSans difcovered in the morning, as they were ftripping i/7/^^. 
the. killed and wounded. They Rood amazed and con- 
JTounded at the (hocking fpeftacle of three princes of the 
blood) murdered by the fame bands that* brought on the 
death of their fovereign. They beheld them with the fame 
reverence fhcwn them in the life-time of their royal father* 
< Thofe who firft faw the mangled bodies drew back, that 
others might approach, and all were filent with furprize. 
When the fad news fpread among the troops, they were 
fdzed with terror, not doubting but the vengeance of the 
gods would fupceed this repetition of their facrilege. A 
p^nnic diiFufed through the whole, and adiion immediately 
!peafed. Their refentmcnt for the Spaniards was abforbed 
in grief for their own guilt, and pity for the unhappy fate of 
the innocent princes. An, account of this melancholy event 
was fent by the chiefe to the new emperor; and he, forced to 
9fFe£l a (h^re in the general defpondency, ordered the army 
to hal^, that the laft duties might be paid to the deceafed. 
|oi};ea(d, therefore, of purfuing the Spaniards^ a funeral pro- 
' cdfion was begun, by which means Cortex was allowed time 
to draw off in the manner we have defcribed, and to reach 
Tacuba. In this refped the circumftance proved fortunate 
to him, though he great)y lamented the lof^ of the princes 
out of pejrfonal regard, and becaufe he founded part of his 
future hopes on their claim to the imperial diadem, and thp 
j|lrong fadion their influence might form ampng the Mexicans. 

Whej^ Cortex had refrefhcd his men by a ihort halt, be . 

proceeded on his march before the Indians ihould renew * 

their attacks. He had n6t marched far when feveral fmall 
(;orps of Jn4ians were feen at a diftance, as harbingers to the 
main army. Their numbers continually increafed in pro- 
portion a^ they gained ground on the Spaniards ; and in a 
little time they amounted to a confiderable army, that began 
^iharp ei^gagement, which obliged £'^/^z to order the fire- 
arms <ind crofs-bows to form a front in the rear, and kee^ Difficulty ^ 
9 continual difchargc to cover the reft of the forces. The of fttreai^ 
borfe too, fallied out, and m^de great flaughter ; but as the 
eDcmy were continually multiply jng, and there was no place 
of retreat, the danger appeared, as great as ever, and the 
Spaniards grew tired of repulfing without conquering. Their 
iirength was almoft exhaufled, and their fpirits quite funk^ 
l^hen Cortez obferved a tower upon an eminence, at fome 

^ pec. it lib. viii. cap. 3. 
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diftance» of which he refolved to gain ppllefton as a'coip 
venient place of reft; but there were almoft irrfurmountablc 
difficulties in the execution of this fcheme. He was oblig- 
ed to keep a front to the enemy, and continue fighting 
while he 'afcendcd a fteep hill. At length he overcame 
all obftrudtipn, gained the tower, and here found the ad- 
vantages which he expedled of a defenfibie retreat : a few 
provifions left behind by the fugitive prtefts, proved a high 
regale to the hungry Spaniards and Tlafcalans^^ though a very 
fmall portion fell to the fhare of each. The Mexicans did 
not venture to afcend the eminence ; but they furrounded if, 
as if with intention to blockade the tower, of which Cortii ^ 
was greatly afraid, until he faw them take the road oi Mem» 
cOy at the approach of night, immediately he placed ctn* 
tinels to guard againft furprize, ordered-fires to be lighted, 
fcnt the foldiers to reft, drefled the wobnded, and frequently 
relieved the patches, that all might enjoy an equal fhare ol ' 
refrelhmenty while himfetf deliberated wi^h his principal 
officers concerning their future proceedings. A variety of 
proportions were made ; but, what in the end gained uni* 
verfal approbation, was the 'general's own opinion, that i 
they (hould march the fame night, the fpace of two or ^ 
three leagues, in order to ^ain ground upon the enemy. 
This refolution was put in practice after the troops wcr« 
fomewhat refreftied by a fhort fleep of two hours. The 
march was continued for the whole night, artiidft p^i'- 
petual alarms from the furrounding peafants, who had af- 
fembled in fmall parties, but gave little interruption ; and, 
by the morning, the Spaniards reaqhed a village advantage* 

' oufly fituated, where they met with refrefhments of pTO- 

vifion fufficicnt to ftay the craving' of appetite for that day. 
Here they fixed their quarters for the night, and next 
day purfued their journey through a barren, rough, and 
rocky country, keeping at a diftance from the great road, 
and perfevering in their march under the united calamities 
of fatigue, thirft, and hunger, feeding upon herbs, roots, 
and the flefli of one of the horfes that periflied. The (ol" 
dicrs animated each other, neceflity whetted their valour, 
and the hope of ending all their miferies at Tlafcala cheered 
their fpirits, under the fevereft^trials. The fecond day's la- 
borious march ended at a village, where the Spaniards vftre 
received with a fufpioious civility, the inhabitants not only 
freely giving them all the provifion of which they were 
. poirefied, but alfo borrowing large quantities from the adja- 
cent villages, infomuch that the half-familhed foldiers bc^ 
g^n to forget all their paft fufFerings in the prefcnt enjoy- 
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mcnt, without the leaft refleftion upon the confequenccs of 
their fecurity. In fad, this was a ftratagem of the Mexir 
fans to blind the vigilance of Cortez^ which, however, they 
^Ifclofed by their own eagernefs and fimplicity. Donna 
Marina heard them frequently repeat, " Go on, tyrants, to " 
" that place where you will quickly perifli ; '* words which 
fomc applied to the Tlafcalam^ imagining that fome change 
might have happened in the aiFeclions of the republic, while 
Cortez inferred that an ambufcadd was laid on the way by 
which they muft pafs. 

Having fufficiemtly recreated themfelves, and recruited The 'wboU 
fteir exhaufted ftrength by reft and fuftenance, the Spaniards Mexican 
ju"oceeded on their journey, climbing up the high moun- army de^ 
lain by which they were to defcend to the valley of Otumha.f^^^^^i^ 
|5carct had the van reached the fummit, when fome foldiers '^^ J^^^^Cy 
S^cre difpatched to the rear, with advice to Coriez^ that the ^ Otum- 
^nemy occupied the whole valley, and blocked up all the ' 
Ifafes with an incredible multitude of people. This was 
|the fame army that had purfued them to the temple, re- 
inforced by frefh troops, and other commanders, and com- ( 
^fed, as appeared, of the ftrength of the whole Mexican 
empire. It was the laft effort to deftroy the Spaniards^ 
ind it was determined to make fure of vi£lory, as far as 
depended upon numbers. The front took up the whole 
breadth of the valley, and the depth reached beyond the 
borizon, although beheld from an eminence. The enfigns 
of a great variety of nations waved in the air, and in the 
centre of the multitude was diftinguifhed the captain-general, 
fupported upon the fhoulders of Indians in a rich chair, in 
Which was ere£te4 the royal ftandard of Mexico^ which could 
only be entrufted into the hands of the commander in chief* 
Nothing could exceed in magnificence this ftandard, com- 
(tofed of a net-work of mafTy gold, fix^d, upon a folid ftaff 
of the fame precious metal, and* adorned with beautiful 
plumes of various colours. It was always furrounded by 
a choice body of the nobility, as upon the fortune of the 
ftandard depended vidory or defeat ; the lofs of it eilentially 
provjng decifive, and the Mexijcans never believiu|; themfelves 
thoroughly defeated, while they retained in their han<H this 
emblem of their honour and valour. Such a lpe£):acle could 
not fail of appearing formidable to a handful of men already 
upon the brink of finking under misfortunf; ; but, inftead 
of intimidating, it fcrved only to inflame the courage of the 
Spaniards, who were fully perfuaded that now the enemy 
made their laft pulh, and that upon the iiTue of this affair 
depended theif ht^f Qortez cxamiwd the countenance of 

hi? 
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his foldicrs, and fipding.them eager to engage, cried 
*' Our cafe is now come to that pafs, that we muft con* 
•' quer or die: the caufe of our God fights for us." After 
which he extended bis front, and united the cavalry on th^ 
wings to the centre of the army, giving charge to the 
former to be careful of the rear and flanks. In this order 
he rulbed upon the enemy, after a general and fortunate 
difcharge of the fire-arms and' crofs-bows, which made the 
Mexican battalions in front reel back on the fecond line,- 
The confequent difordcr was happily improved by the caval- 
ry, who penetrated into the midft of the enemy, and bore 
down all before them, clearing a path for the infantry ta 
follow. The Tlafcalans imitated the Spaniards^ fought witll 
defperate fury, and with infatiable thirlt after Mexican bloodj 
The flaughter was dreadful ; but, as frefli crowds fupplic 
the place of the flain and wounded, the Spaniards oiul 
have funk under the fatigue of unremitting fighting, hai 
not the valour and prefence of mind of the general dccidei 
the vidlory, and put an end to all refiftance. ^t the hea< 
of the cavalry, he puflied his way on a gallop, towards tb( 
royal ftandard, upon which he knew the iflue of the bgtd( 
depended, trampling under foot whole battalions ; and arriv 
ing, at length, at the corps of nobility, round the perfono 
the captain-general, who made a furious refiftance, C&rtn 
left his companions to keep them in employment, while M 
made a defperate eflFort, and broke quite through to th( 
ftandard, clofed with the Mexican general, and at one ^\o\\ 
of his lance^ tumbled him mortally wounded out of hi) 
litter. Juan de Salamanca^ a private foldier, but a gentlemaa 
ty birth, had bravely followed Cortex to the fide of the lit' 
ter, knocked down the royal ftandard, which he gave int^ 
the general's hands, and put the finiihing ftroke to the lift 
of the Af^^ic^^ commander. The confequences were jufl 
what they expeSed. The enemy feeing the imperial ftand* 
ard taken, and, not doubting but their genefral was eitbef 
, flain or made prifoner, loft all courage, threw away their 
arms, fled for proteifiion to the neighbouring mountains, an4| 
were purfued with all the rigour of war by the conquerors,] 
who made terrible deftrudion. It is affirnied by almoft all i 
the Spanijh writers, that not lefs than twenty thoufand ^^■»^^- 
cans periihed in fhe field of battle ; a circumftance not more 
extraordinary than that an army of twd hundred thouftnd 
men, inflamed by refentmcnt and revenge, and fighting for 
their liberty, property, and religion, fliould be defeated by a 
body of Spaniards y not exceeding fix hundred and fifty* ^f* 
|}|lpd by about a thoufand Tlafcalans. Both would, indeed) 
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txeeed bdief, were not writers unanimous in their relation^^ 
with rcfpcft ttf t&efc particulars (B )-. Moft certainly the vidory . 
Obtained in vthe valley of Otumba, waS the moft celebrated 
fccorded in the conqueft of Meiico^ and equal to any we 
meet with in the annals of mankind. The booty was very 
great, as the Mexicans had come dreiled in their richeft orna- 
ments and apparel^ as to a certain vi(9ory ; Cortez gzvt it 
all to the foldiers^ in reward of their valour^ as a recom* 
pence for their fufierings, and compenfatioh for the gold thejr 
loft in the retreat, and left at Mexico. 

Having now gained complete poifeffion of the field of 
battle, and driven the > enemy to the mountains, Cortez af- 
fembled his men, who- were bufy in pillaging ; and purfued 
his march, left the enemy might have time to recover their 
confufion, and give him farther annoyance. He knew they 
would notv^nture again upon a pitched battle^ but even 
their fkirmi(hifQg might prove very troublefome to them, who 
were almoft fpent with fatigue* He made all poilible di(^ 
patch; yet it was impoiEble, that day, to gain AcMexicaf^ 
frontier, before he pafled which; he could not exped perfeA 
fecurity. It was neceftary to make allowance for the wounds* 

. ed, and to give them time for reft, after being exhaufted 
witklofs of bloody and continual motion and agitation for 
the fpkce jrf fir hours. The -general, therefore, poflefled 
bimfeif of nine houfe^, at fome diftance from the field o£ 
battle, where he pafled the night, not without apprehenfions^ 
and next day found the roads quite abandoned by the enemy* 
This day he reached the frontier of Tlafcata, and finifhed a 
retreat no lefs memorable than that of Xenophon^ with hia 
ten thoufand Greeks^ had it been recorded by an eye-witnefi^. 
equal in abilities to that elegant hiftorian, and renowned 
general. The whole army exprefTed their joy and triumph* 

«by loud acclamations, and tht Tkfcalam threw themfelvea 
upon their faces, kifSng the ground, to exprefs the pleafiire 
they felt in returning vi^orious to their native country. Here 
they found the firft opportunity of quenching their thirft^ 
after the toils of the battle, and fucceeding march ; whenc# 

(6) To render thefe fadks nnate, as if St. James the apo-** 

more credible, the Spanifl? wri- ftle liad» likewife, on this oceaf* 

xsxiHerrera and dt Solis have iion fought on horfeback {ot, 

recourfe to miracles, which eafi- the Spaniards; but de Sflis feema 

ly removed the difficulty that afhamed to lay muck ftrefs upon 

Cortem (hould defeat fuch a nii- a vulgar notion, raifed by fuper* 

merous army,, and make fuch ftitton, and reiceived by credtt' 

dreadful carnage; They inii- lity.^ 

Mod. Hist. VoU XXXVIIL Q, . ({i^ 
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the^.-pi-oceeded to GmUpa^ a confiderable town'^belonging tl 
the republic. Tbcy were met on the road by the inhabi- 
tants, who received them with open arms, accoimnodated 
them in their houfes, and furaiihed them with abundance 
of the beft provifion which the country afiPorded. Cma 
Accepted the invitation; but as he could not be certain 
that the republic ftill entertained the (kme^ friendly fenti* 
inents^ he quartered the foldiers with great caution, and 
kept An&, watch, as if in the country of an enemy. 
^orte2 ii From Gualipa the general difpatched an accoom to the 
i&^«r/i^^fenatex)f Tlafcda of his retreat and fuccefs \ but fame had 
recmitdby already Carped the news of his victory, without diminution 
the Tlkfca- of his glory. The mcffengers were met in Ae road by Ma^ 
lans. gifcatzin^ the blind JDcattncaly his (on, and other nc^ility, dif- 
patched by the fenate, to complcmedt Cortez on bis return 
to their xlominions, and extraordinary conqoelb.. Ail em- 
braced him with the moft cordial friendflup, CKcept the 

i^oung Xicotemalj who appeared cold, and referved in his &• 
uktibnsi^. a circumftance^ which at that time made no 
mipreilloi^ though it came afterwards to be recoUe6))ed. They 
acquainted Cortez^ that the republic had aflembled an armj^ 
6f thirty this^ufand men for his defence ; - and thtfy ofiered, 
fl&Ould this ptove infufficient, to colled the whole ftrength 
ofiTJafailay a^d her allies, to puniih the traiterous Mexi-* 
tans. It waa extremely pleaftng to Coriiz to find that the 
^public had retained the fame friendly diipofition, ^d be 
expreiTed his acknowledgments b the warmeft terms that 
ne^ gratitude could di£late. He perceived, that although 
did Tk^aians were now fenfible the Spaniards were not 
immortal ; yet their ri£b>ry at Otumba had raifed them ir 
their, efteem, as the moft gallant and valiant people in th'e^ 
univecfe^ . They invited him to take up his quarters in their 
city ; but they wilUngly admitted his apology for not im- | 
oedtately^ accepting the offer, as they had determined to 
make vaft preparations for his reception, and to celebrate 
his entry^with the fame {blemnicies;ufed in the triumphal 
July, pr*^ceflfcn^ of their own generals* When the day arrived^ 
as2o' which was appointed by the fenate, the caziques and prin- 
cipal mtoibers of the republip, in their fenatoriai robes, ac- 
companied by a numeroQ^ attendance, went out to meet the 
Spanij^ atmyJ The road was covered with a multitude of 
people, leeho expreffed tbietr Congratulations Ky loud fhouts 
sftid acclaipiatiojis, mingled with reproaches of the Mxi' 
c'anf^ and.tbfe'higheft ciicomiams on the valour of the ftran- 
gers. ' Hefrera affirms, that; the number of fpedators a- 
mounted to two hundred thoufand people ^ certain it fs, ihat 

- the 
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ffce concourfe was v^ry great, th* whdfe Ciiy of Tlafcah^ aj ^ 

well as the adjacent fbWns and country, having poured forth 
their inhaUtaAts: to behoM the conquerors of the whblc power 
of Mi^co. MapjM%\n iofifted upon having Corte% tor hit 
gtftfft-; white ttxi-oid blind XicoUntal paid the fame compli- 
inetit to Ahafadd^ whofe valour, flrent^thV and a6Uvity had 
teen reported ti him by thte au>ciliai*y Thfcalans. The whold 
c^ing Was fpent in feftlvityand mirth, concluding ia a 
daftct, tbexKverfidnof th* n^ukitude, whofe diforderly tu- 
multuous joy frni(hed the denionihations of their applaufe. 
It greatly increafed the eAeem conceived fcjr the Spaniards^ 
ftat Gofttz and his foldiers gcneroufly divided the fpoils taken 
It Ac battle of 0/ww^« among the 77/7/2v7/^w/ ; which proved 
the more acdetJiable, that they were the trophies taken frdfii , 

their inreterate enettiies. In themidft of this iritercourfe of 
civilities, both the Spaniamb and TIaftalans Were plunged into 
defpondency*. GMez was feized with an ardent fever, in 
confequenccf €i( a'colitufion on the forehead, received in t\>t 
late ertgagoffieftt, tlie perpetual fatigue he had undergone, 
afld the unremfttlng vigilance with which he watched over 
the fecurity df his people. The Spaniards dreaded the iffu^ 
of bis malady, ih- upon him they rcftcd their futoTef ferturtc ; ^ ^ 

and the Indhns bewailed hirif as a hero worthy of inrinif^rta- 
Hiy, and inferior to the gods only in that clrcumftancc. The 
fcnatc aflembled all the phyficians moft celebrated fdr their 
knowledge in medicinal plants* in' T/^^fo, and promifed 
Aem the highcft regards if they fiic<?eeded in reftoringthe 
generaHs* health : which they undertook With a confidence 
that appeared ^etl founded; for by means of thefr cooling 
applications, and thb ftr^gth of hts natural conflitutit)!), a- 
favourable crifis ^as produced,' and C^/ri was -again able to 
appear in public, to the inejiptdffible joy of his* o^^n people 
and the republic.- * - '. 

Nor was this tt^e 6nlyacdident which ha^ened t6 diflurb^ 
Ac peaceable repofe of the Spartihrds \t^liajca!a. Advice 
about this tMwi arrived from Vera Ctux^ fli^at a corporal andf 
d^t Spanijh' foldiersfent fome tftii^ fincc to Tlafcald from the 
fertlement, wbVnot yet' retufnyd ; -and that it was reported 
aaong the Indiatis^ they were'jnaffacred in the province of 
fepeaca. It vvai like wife fuppofcd, that the fame misfortune 
had befallen ft*ty- two wounded (bldiiTS of iV'/TTtfff^'s army, 
who on thei r 'recovery fet out in fffrall parties to join Cortez 
hMexicOy Which <hey confiderediis the centre of alt- thei f 
wiflies. The .general had relied upon this reinforcement, 
and fuch a piece of intelligence y^$ of the utmoft confe- 
qta^Dce, when the life of every Spaniard was invaluable. Ic 

0^2 was 
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was afterwards proved, that the eight foldiers had left Ttlafeaht 
^ with the treafure, and were aduaily murdered in Tepeata^ 

which province had thrown off the allegiance promifed to 
CortiZf about the time of their departure, either for the fake 
of the gold, or at the inftigation of the Mexicans. There 
appeared a neceiSty for puniibing this a£t of infidelity, and 
reducing the province, becaufe it obftrudted all intercourfe 
between Vera Cruz and Mexico ; and it fortunately happenedi 
that the republic had equal caufe of complaint againfi the 
Tepcacans 3is Corteic himfelf, for they had lately made anir* 
ruption into the frontiers of Tlafcak* The fenate, thereforti 
icame to a refolution to chaftife them, in which they defired 
the affiftance of the Spaniards at the inftant when Cortez was 
deliberating how he ihould engage the republic in his revenge. 
Accordingly preparations were making on both fides for air 
TbeMtxu expedition againft this province, when aihbaffadors from the 
cans en- new emperor of Mexico to the republic arrived on the fron- 
deayourto tiers, where they waited for permiffion to advance. . This 
^in the ^^5 matter of altonifliment at Tlafcakj which had never be- 
Tlafca- fQ,.g jjggu honoured with fo . forma] an embafly. The fcnatc 
UMfrom ^^ ^^^ ignorant that the purport of it was to engage the 
^t''*'^''^ republic againft the Spaniards i it was therefore debated . 
^ ^ ^^* whether the Mexicans ihould be received, and carried in the 
affirmative, with the approbation, as is reported, of the 
Spanijh general. They entered the city with great folemnity, 
and were introduced into the fenate with the ufual formali" 
ties, where, in the name of the emperor, they made an of-' 
fer of perpetual peace and friendlhip between the two nations, 
a perfed freedom of commerce and community of intereflsv 
on condition the republic would join the Mexicans agaijift 
the Spaniards ; a propofition no fooner made, than a confa- 
fed murmur of difapprobation was heard over the whole af« 
fcunbly. Many of the members were on the point of break- 
ing out into indecent expreffiona of refentment againft the 
ambafladorsy when one of the old fenators ftood up, and 
^old them, that^their requeft was contrary to jullice> reafoi;i> 
and the conftant practice of the republic. No intereft could 
feduce the Tla/caims to violate the laws of hofpitality, or per- 
fidioufly betray the voluntary friendfhip conceived for the 
Spaniards^ confirmed by an exchange of obligations, and 
fealed by^the moft facred engagements. This anfwer was 
{iifficient to convince the Mexicans^ that the purpdfe of their 
embafly would not anfwer, and, as they feared fome popular 
commotion, they withdrew privately^ and pofted with all 
expedition to the frontiers. 



^ 
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This difappointmcnt of the Mexicans was -fubjeft of Xicotcn- 
triumph to the Spaniards ^ as it (hewed the good difpofitioncarj/w. 
of the republic. Neverthclefs it was foon difcovered, that/^« 
all the members of the fenate were not equally fincere in their 
profeffions of friendfhip. The young Xicotencal could never 
forget that he had been foiled by Cortez in the military art, 
upon his fkill in which he founded his higheft reputation. He 
confidered the fuperiority of the SparJjh general as a real in- 
jury to himfelf, and watched an opportunity to gratify his 
revenge, which he thought offered at this junfture. In th^ 
fenate he concealed his fentiments j but he reprefented pri- 
vately to the people, that the peace offered by the Mexicans 
was mutually advantageous, as the emperor required no other 
condLtion than what the fenate, for their own intereft, ought 
to grant* *' Should we forgive the Spaniards^ faid he, their 
** evil inclinations againft our religion, yet we have reafon 
** to refent their endeavours to fubvert our conftitution and 
*' government, by converting into a defpotic nionarchy this 
** venerable republic, and reducing us under the odious do« 
♦* minion of an emperor \ a yoke which we have broke at 
<^ the expence of our blood, and which it grieves us to fee 
** even on the necks of our bittereft enemies." Thefe fen- 
timents he inforced with abundance of eloquence, infomuch 
chat he gained fo ftrong a party, as encouraged him to be- 
come more public in his declarations. The fenate no fooner 
bad intelligence of his defigns, than they ordered him to be 
taken into cufiody, and immediately deliberated on his 
punifliment. Many gave it as their opinion he deferve4 
death, of which number was the blind Xicotencal^ his vene- 
rable parent, who treated his crime as perfidious to his friends, 
ungenerous to ftrangers, and highly dangerous to his coun-» 
try. All agreeH that he was feditious, envious, and guilty 
of pra£lices which difgraced the refolutions of the fenate, 
and ftained with difhpnour the national charader i however, 
out of refpe£l for the father, they mitigated the punifliment, 
by decreeing, that the criminal fbould be brought prifoner 
to the fenate, reprimanded for his treachery and infolence* 
and deprived of his truncheon, and other employments, by 
the ceremony of throwing him down the Hair of the tribunal. 
Immediately he fell into difgrace with all degrees of people, 
efpecially thofe who either entertained an unfeigned friend- 
ihipfor the Spaniards^ or were attached only to the goo4 
fortune of JucoiencaL He found himfelf defolate and aban- 
doned in the midft of fociety, and without hopes of reco- 
vering the efteem of his country, except through the inters " 
ceSpo of theperfon againft whom all his pradlices were level- 
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kd. To Cortezy however, he ventured to apply, and, ty 
means of his influence, v^^as again reftored to his ^piploy-? 
ments ; which he foon after . forfeited, with his life, fgr ^ 
repetition of his perfidy. 

We muft not oniit another circumftance that occurred a$ 
a farther trial of the peffeverance and courage of Curtez^ 
juft as he had furmounted the dangers planned hy' Xicoiencat 
The republic was making preparations to punifli the hoftili- 
ties committed by the Tepeacans^ and aflift Corisz. in his me- 
ditated revenge ; but the Spanijh foldiers, efpecially tb^ 
troops of NarvaeZy very flrenuoufly oppofed ^ fre(h expe* 
^ition. Neither the arguments ufed to move their compaf- 
iion, norroufe their indignation ^gainft the barbarous Tepe: 
ccansy produced any effedt : the remembrance of paft fa- 
tigues rendered them averfe to new exploits. They fighed 
after repofc, and their poflTeflions in Cuba ; and ftrenuoufly 
infified they fhopld immediately be led back to Vera Cruz^ 
- in order to equip the fleet for their voyage. Cortez afleniT 
bled them, and perceHying they were to be influenced only 
by confiderations of intereft or of fame, he told them» that 
the enemy had fecured the pafles in iuch a manner, as rcti'^\ 
dered the march to Vera Cruz impoflible, except by wading 
through blood, and encountering the greatefl; difliculties and 
clangers ; that they muft rely entirely upon their own ftrengtb, 
as it was improbable the Tlafcalans, \vould lend any afliftance 
to a retreat undertaken againft their inclinations, and indeed 
equally contrary to the honour and intereft of the Spaniards 
and the republic. In this fituation, therefore, he advifed, 
. . that they would preferve the friendfliip of the Xla/calansy by 
entering chearfully upon the e;cpedition, as the pnly fecur^ 
hieans by which their defign of re-entering Vera Cruz^ cpul4 
te accompliflied j and promifed, in the ftroneeft terms, that 
as foon as they had reduced the Tepeacansp aS who were not 
willing to follow his fortune fliould have liberty to depart : 
but it was his duty, as their general, to keep them from 
running into fuch imminent danger, as was unavoidable^ if 
they begun their march in the prefent circumftances of aft 
fairs. By this means he engaged them in his defigns, after 
remonflrating to them, that it was not 'poffible to purfue 
their own intentions with any degree of fecurity ; and in^ 
deed C^r/^z, upon this, and divers other occ^fiqns, afforde^ 
ftrong inftances of his perfefl (kill in the operations of the 
human mind, and the motives which generally impelled to 
action , 

When the Spanijh {oldkrs gave their afl£nt to his propo- 
fal, Ceriez drew out eight thoufand feleft Tlafcalans^^ com- 
manded 
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manded by oficets iMhofe^>a1eliPiarid fidelity he had expe- 
rienced in divers engagemtfrits iri Mexico 5 leaving the care of 
aflemWing the main body of the republican army to Xtcoten-! 
caf<i whoie frtendfliip he imagined he had fecured bj^his late 
conduct. With this force, aiid four hundried and twenty 
Spaniards^ he began bis march, and halted that day at a vil« ' 
lagie' within the enemies frontiers, at the diftance of five 
leagues- from Tepeafa^ the capital of their province. Here 
he toc^ fome of the peafants prifoners, and by kindnefs and 
prcfents prevailed upon them to carry a meffagc to the ca- 
ciques, and the principal m^n at lepeacay acquainting them, 
that he was now at the head of an army to revenge the death* 
of the Spaniardjy whom they had fo barbaroufly and treache- 
roufl^ murdered ; but that it they would take up arms againft 
the Mexicans^ and Join in alliance with the Spaniardi and 
Tlafcalans^ he would pardon their heinous tranfgreffion, and 
receive them into his friendfhip ; otherwifc they muft expeft 
the utmofl rigours of wan The ahfwer returned by the Te* 
feacans was an infolent defiance, afid a menace, that they 
Weuld carry all the Spaniards in chains to be facrificed at 
the altars of their gods, He repeated his propofitions, and Cortex 
received anfwers ftill more bold ; upon which he led his army reduces the 
into the capital, fully refolved to deffroy it with fire and Tepea- 
fword. The TepeacanSy reinforced by a body of Mexicans^ ca^s. 
lay in ambufli in the way 5 but their impatience difcovering 
them, they were. attacked with fuch fury as foon put them to 
flight, in the greateft diforder, and with great flaughter : 
but recovering themfelves, and rallying in a manner very 
unufaal anK>n^ barbarians, they made a ftand, renewed the 
battle with great obftinacy, and were a fecond tfrne fo com- 
pletely defeated, that both Mexicans and Tepeacans abandoned 
the country, and left the whole province at the mercy of 
the conquerors. The inhabitants of 7i/>^^f<2 were fo terri- 
fied with the HMsfortune and retreat of the amiy, that they 
icnt deputies with their fubmiffion to CorteZj requefting, that 
he would not reek his vengeance upon an innocent people, 
mifguided and forced, contrary to their own inclinations, 
itito hoftilities againft the Spaniardi by their leaders, who 
were entirely in the intereft, and at the difpofal of the - 
^m^ToT of Mexico. Upon this Cortez marched to the ca- 
pital, received the homage of the people in the name of his 
catholic majefty, whom he ordered to be proclaimed, par-r , 
<ioivcd their tranfgreffion, took the people under his protec- 
rion, and, by his well-timed lenity, gained their affe£Hon 
andcfteetti. As his principal defign, in this expedition, 
irai to prefcrve 9 free communication between Fera Cruz 

C^4 an4 
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Segura At and MexM, he ordered a trench to be drawn round the city, 

laFron- fortified with paDifadpes ; ^fid not only raifed works for the 

terA/otfnd' defence of the fevcral pafles, but ereded a kind of citadel, 

^^* which wou'd 1;>e (u^cient fecurity againft any fudden aflault 

from the JJidesficans. Here CprUz left a garrifpnof Spaniards^ 

callijng the place Segura de la Frontera^ which was the fecond 

eftablifliment in the Mexican empire. , It reflects but little 

honour upon his humanity, that, after pardoning the townf- 

i]3en, he ordered all the prifoners to be fent to Tlafcala^ and 

fold for Haves ; a practice that continued until the catholic 

king interpofed his authority fome years afterwards, and put 

an entire flop to a cufiom favouring ftrongly of barbarity. 

A few days after the viiiory came up Xic$tencal with the 
' main body of the Tlafcalan army. The appearance of fuch a 
croud of enemies, amounting to fifty thoufand men, greatly 
alarmed the Tepeacans^ which determined Cortez to employ 
the troops in ufeful ej^peditions. Accordingly he divided the 
^lafcalans in feveral boidies, which he detached agaiiift cer- 
tain ftrong towns in the province, that were held by the 
Mexicans^ Each corps was attended with about thirty 
Spaniards \ who had directions to ufe force, if perfuafion 
would not anfwer the purpofe, of bringing the enemy to fub- 
mifiion. The orders were pun^ually executed ; and though the 
icnemy made a (hew of refinance, all the towns werofubdued, 
with very inconfiderable lofs, feveral thoufand prifoners were 
brought back, and the captains enriched by the £ile of the 
i:aptives, and other booty, 
fiuatimor It was about this time that the new emperor ^uatlavaca 
Ein iUaed refigned his laft breath ; upon which the people conferred 
fmperor £/^the imperial diadem on the young prince Guaiimoziny nephevOr 
i/lej^o. and fon-in-law to Motezuma^ as knowing kim to be of an 
a£|:ive wstrlike genius, and in all refpeds capable of fup- 
porting the regal dignity with honour. This change was, 
by no means, favourable to the Spaniards ; as the young 
emperof had a capacity far beyond any of his predeceiTors, 
and great virtues, untindured with any of the vices frequent 
\n defpotic monarchs, if hot infeparable from their abfolute 
power. Guaiimazin^ aware of the danger arifing from too 
unlimited an authority, and determined to guard againft 
pride, ^nd whatever could alienate the minds of his.fiibje<Sis, 
begap with refigning into their hands a variety of privileges, 
of which they had been deprived in the two preceding reigns. 
He employed his whole time in the fervice of the public, 
encouraged the foldiers with rewards and honours, mode- 
f^ted the exc^fs of veneration paid to the throne, exeoipted 



I th« nobility from all fervile attendance, admitted them into 
I liis intimacy, and, eafed the people from exceilive taxes.. 
i and tributes. To the caziques on the frontiers he made 
^ krgeprefciits, to indemnify their extraordinary loffes and ex- 
'\ peaces in the wa4; and then detached an army of thiry. 
r thoufand men to fupport them^ againft the Spaniards. Coriez 
: had notice of thcfe changes in Mexico ; but inflead of dif- 
couraging him from his enterprife of again attempting t^e 
^conqueft of this vafl: empire, it only animated him to a 
! dQubie exertion of his abilities. A meflcnger had been fent 
t to h^m by the cazique of Guact^cbuky z populous city, con« 
1 fidered by the emperor as one of the bulwarks of bis donii- 
I'Hiofls, that an army of Mexicans wzs arrived there, commit- 
^ tiflg fuch violences, as obliged the people to have recourfe to 
at^e^rott&ion of the Spaniards. The cazique mentioned, as 
a Inndof claim to the affiftance of Cortez^ that he was one of 
,the nobility who promifed obedience to the king of Spain in 
theaficmbly held by Motexuma ; and that he had ever iince 
^ favoured the caufe of the Spaniards^ for which he was now 
puniihed with the utmoft rigour. The meflenger faid, that 
in the city were twenty thoufand Mexican troops, and abouc 
ten thoufand more quartered in the furrounding diftridt ; but 
lie gave fuch demonftrations of the facility with which they 
night be attacked and defeated, and fuch proofs of the ca- 
zique's fincerity, that CorifZ determined upon the enterprife. 
That very day he drew together three hundred Spanijh foot, Expeditioti 
thirteen horfe, and about thirty thoufand Tlafcalansj whom to Guaca- 
he difpatchcd under Chrijiopher d'Olid to Guacachula. D'Olid chala. . 
marched with great expedition to within fix leagues of the 
city, where the mutinous fpiritof fome of the £^^n/^ foldiers 
obliged him to halt. It had been reported, that the emperor 
oi Mexico was in full march, at the head of bis whole army, 
to Guacachula i and this produced fuch an efFed upon the 
• minds of the foldiers, who were tired with fiuitle(s vidories, 
that they refufed to proceed. This, with fome other con- 
curring ctrcumftances, obliged Cortex to join the army, and 
take upon hjmfelf the command. Every thing put on a new 
face at his appearance, all difcontents and jealoufies were 
banifced, and the foldiers, to a man, declared they would 
die by the fide of their general ; but that they could not pay 
the fame regard to Cbrtjiopber d'Qlidy who abufed his autho-^ 
rity, and treated them with rigour. Immediately he begari 
Vis march, and gave notice to the cazique of Guacachula of 
his approach with a numerous army. The Mexicans were 
'^ ' QQ Hfi^ further fid^ pf the city; but on th^ firft advice 
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of A* Spaniards^ thcjr drew out in order of battle, andid^ 
vanced beyond the city, to difpute fl pafe. The battle be* 
gan and liaged with great obftinacy, and doubtlul fuccefs, 
when the cacique of Guacachula feized this, opportunity of 
proving thcflncerity of his p/ofeilion9, fcll^upon the rear of 
the Mey:ican army, and at the fame time (hot* his darts and 
arrows from the walls with fuch alacrity, as foon^ determin- 
ed the vixftory in favour of Ccrtez. In left than half an hour • 
the Mexican army was entirely defeated, upwards of half the* 
jiumber being flain on the field of battle^ or taken prifgnersj* 
while the lofs bn the fide of the confederates was trifling. 

# This,, and his preceding vidlories, gave fuch reputation 
to Corte%i that a multitude of Indians fubmitted, and feveral 
caziques joined him with forces ; infomuch, that his whole 

^ army now exceeded a hundred thoufand men, befides the 
Tamenesy 6f perfons appointed to carry the provifions and 
baggage* With this force he laid fiege to the ftrong city of 
Guacachula^ the cazique, and chief inhabitants of which, 
ferved in his army, while the place was held by ten thoufand 
defperate M^xicans^ who drove forth all the fufpeftcd citizens, 
with intention to defend the place to the laft drop of their 
bk>od# The fituation was ftrong by nature, and fortified 
with all that the limited knowledge of the Indians j in the art 
of war, could beftow. Before it flowed a deep river, which 
' Corfe% had to pafs, and here the Mexicans made a ftand ; but 
thofe obftru£tion5 appeared nothing to troops who were ac- 
cuftomed to conquer difliculties. Chrijt&pher d'OUdj with 
the van, threw himfelf into the river, gained the oppofite 
Ihore, under (bowers of darts and arrows, and foon drove 
the enemy. from their pofts to the city, after he had received 
a wound in the thigh, and had his horfe killed under him. 
It was ea^pe£ted the enemy would have vigoroufly defended 
the city, and the hcighth of the walls made eFOlid apprc- 
henfive that the aflfault would be bloody; but fuch was the 
pannic infufed in the Mexican garrifon, upon the flight 
of the party appointed to difpute thS paflage of the river, that 
they immediately gave all up for loft, arid left Guacachula 
as the reward of the conquerors, without ftriking a blow. 
By this time Cortez came up with the main body, and fufped- 
ing a ftfatagem, detached a body of Tlafealans tp examine 
the town, and purfue the enemy ; when finding that the place 
was entirely forfaken, he took pofteftiori, and puWiflbcd? 
general pardon to all who had taken arms for the Mexican5% 
if they would return to their habitations. The fame con- 
duiSi: he obferved in a variety af other expeditions, by which 

mean? 
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ISPif^AS he red^uced a gr£»t number of townSr^nd provinces 
jinder tb^ obedience of his cathplic majefty (A)'.. 

It was about this time that the imali-pox .cQ^amittfd 7'^^^^// 
dreadful rayages among the ImUam^ and jraged w|itl) ^Kirmx-fox ap^ 
dinary fiyy in Tlafcala^ where it carried off tbfegood Adagif- p^^f Jn 
cafun^ the firm an4 faithful ally of the ^niards. The /«.:Mexico. 
ifa^i regarding it as a fcrjopbu}ou3 diforder, thought to cure it 
by bathing \ they openqd the puilules, plutiged into the water^ 
and generally peri/hed a few hours, after, until the Spaniards 
tought th^m the European pradice, from whi^b time tb^i 
difeafe became lefs fatal. All their care could not, however, 
fave the valuable life of Magifcatzin^ who is reported to have 
died a fincere convert to chri^ianity, the iirft profelyte 
ofdiftindtion ipade fmce the arrival of Cortev^ in Mexico. 
The death of a nobleman, who had contributed fo power- 
fully to eftablifh him in the friendihipof the republic, was a 
fevere blow tp Qortez } but it was in fomc meafure compen* 
fated .by a fortunate accident which occurred extremely fea- 
Ifonably to moderate his afflidion. At this junSure P<?^s(rtf CortcsR« 
I ie Barha arrived at §/. Juan de Ulva^ with a fmall (hip, reinforced 
j thirteen foldiers, two horfes, with proviiion and ammuni- ^->' T?*''^*'' 
[tionto reinforce the army under Narvaez; who was fup-^"^^^* 
pofed, by this time, to be in poiTeilion of the bulk of the 
conquefts made by Corte^i. This was the fame perfon who 
had been of fervice to Corifz at the Havannab^ in enabling 
j bim tp efc4pe the fnares laid by Yelaquez* The ihip was no 
i.fooner discovered by Cavalleroy- vfho commanded on the 
[ coaft, than he fent out a boat to welcome the Orangers, and 
I fouQ^ their intentions, drawing them on ihore by an artifice^ 
I excufable enoi^gh in the circumftances of Cortezh affairs. 
Perceiving that Barba*s defign was to reinforce Narvaez^ he 
told him, that this general was not only in health, but in 
high prqipe^rity, Cariez having taken refuge in the moun- 
tains. By this means he got Barba and all his rnen in his 
power, ^d fent them to Segura de la Frontera ; where they 
Werefokii)dly treated by Cortez^ that, after being undeceived^ 
the commander and fold iers entered chearfully into his fervice, 
A few days after Cavalier o mads another acquifition of eight 
foldiers, fent to reinforce Narvaezj by a iinguUc 



(A) Antonio ds Solis demon- fervcd in his ^rmy, ^affirms the 

Urates from the journal of Cor- cootrary s but it i* to be obfer- 

'«, and from other authorities ved, that Caftillo was at this time 

and circumftances, that Cortex zi Segura de la Frontera. Lib. v. 

led this expedition in perfon ; ' cap, iv. 



althoi^h Biaz delCafiillh'^ whq 
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flnftagem, all of whom followed the example of the former 
party. TheTe fuccours, of men and ammunition, were of 
the utmoft importance at this junSure; but ftill there were 
grieat difficulties attending the profecution of the defiga 
formed of invading Mexico a fecond time. The almoft total 
' want of powder rendered the f^re-arms ufelefs, and there ap- 
peared no remedy, until it was recolleded, that Diqi 
d'Ordaz had difcovered abundance of fine fulphur in the 
volcano, which he had the curiofity to examine in the bum* 
ing mountain of Popocatepec. What was then deemed a raih 
and foolifh inqutfitivenefs, turned out now highly to the ad* 
vantage of the expedition. A party was difpatched for a fut 
ficient quantity of fulphur ; of which, and other ingredicntJ, 
a powder was compofed, which well enough anfwered thft 
purpofe, without the affiftance, as we are told, of nitre or falt*^ 
petrel To this fortunate difcovery was added another cif- 
cumftance of peculiar advantage, efpecially as the foldicrsof 
Narvaez infifled upon the general's promife of leave to le-, 
turn to Cubot as foon as the expedition againft Tepeaca (hould 
be fioilbed ; a promife which he now executed pun^lioufl]r> 
providing flbipping for the malcontents, among whom was. 
the fecretary Andres de Dueroj who had always profeflcd the 
ftrongeft friendfliip for Cortez. As his little army of Spamari 
was now diminiflied by the lofs of more than forty able-bo- 
died foldiers, it was a peculiar providence that captain Ca^. 
margo (hould arrive fo opportunely upon the coaft to repair 
the lofs deemed irreparable. The reader may remembcf, 
fh?it Francifcode Gurajy governor oljamaicay had, foon after 
the arrival of Corte% on the coaft of Zempoala^ fitted out a 
fmall armament, to eftablilh a colony in the province of. 
Panuca ; a defign that was fruftrated by the diligence of the 
iSpaniJh gtritr^X. The fame enterprtfe was refumed with t 
ftronger force ; but it proved equally unfortunate. Camarp 
had fcarce debarked his forces in the river Panuca^ when he 
was vigoroufly attacked by the natives, defeated, and forced 
to embark with all expedition, being piiihed down the nVer 
by a multitude of canoes, filled with armed Indians. At fca 
the Ihips were feparated, and after encountering many diffi- 
culties, they all arrived, much about the fame time, with- 
out knowing each others intentions, at Vera Cruz, where 
they refplvcd to inlift with Cortez, as the furcft profpcfl of 
making their fortunes. The veffel commanded by Camarg* 
in pcrfon, had on board fixtv foldiers ; another, undct the 
tondudk of Miguel Diaz de Juzy carried fifty men and fcvcn 
horfes ; and the third had forty foldiers and ten horfes oa 
board, with large ftorc of arms and provifioAS. All imrof' 

diatcly 
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Jiatcly repaired to 97tf/ttf&, and thus brought Ctfr/«5 > fea- 
ibnable smd unexpcftcd reinforceoieiit, juft as he was great- 
ly embarralTed with the lofs (uftained hj the departure of 
Duero and the foldicrs of Narvae%. Such were' the extraor-* 
dinary and peculiar events that fupported Cort9Z in the profe* 
cution of his arduous undertaking. 



SECT. yii. 

I 

In which Cortez invades Mexico a fecond ^ime^ is 

defeated hy the Mexicans, lays Siege to Mexico,, 

and reduces that Capital^ and, the refi of the Empire. 

I • . . . . • ^ 1 

/THE reinforcements mentioned in the preceding Scdion Cortez rf« 
^ now enabled Cortiz to refiime bis enterprife of cOnquer-i/<("^' ^^^ 
iflg Mexico with fome pr^pe& of fuccefs. Befidesja confix con^uefi ^ 
derabie body of Spaniards^ be was at the head of a numerous Mexico. 
ariQy of 7i^tfZi7iu, and • other nations, all declared enemies 
iD^e monaicbical government of the Mexicans^ and ftrenu**. 
4W8 in procuring or defending their, liberty. The paflage of 
^elake, indeed ftrefentedafofmidaUeobftru£Uon(' which, 
however, yielded to the good ibrtuDeinfeparable^ffom Cortex* 
There was no depending upon, portable bridges after the late 
fata] experiment ; the generaU. therefore, propofed building' 
a number. of fmall veijSs, which (bould not only -be able to 
lefift all the eSbrts pf the Mexican panoes j but alfo to tranfpdrt 
his troops over the. lake, without trufting to. the caufeway. 
Tbefe he proppfed building at Tiafcaki and- tranfporting iu 
pieces, on tbe ihoulders of hdiens^ for fourteen leagues over 
the mountains of Tlafiala^ to a river that difcharged itfelf ' 
into the \^\i^ oi Mexico. The:ta(k.9as arduous; he com-r 
municated thedefign.to his flMp-^uilder^A/^/iif^e;^; and- 
that ingenious mechanic agreed to the poffibility of; the ^n** 
terprife, and undertook (6 carry it mto execution. . Imme-- 
<iiatqly a body of Indians was fet to work coxut down wood, 
while another party was difpatched to Vera Cru%^ for the 
iron work, rigging, and m^tetials belonging to NaPuaez^ 
ft|uadron. . , 

In the m«iap tiijie he thought it;neccflrary to tranfmit toHe^auf^ 
court an acco^ifit of his anions, and to enforce the folicita-«w''^»^^- 
tions made the preceding year by the captains Portocarrero.^^^^* 9f 
^^Montejoi of whofe fuccefs he had yet received no mfor-''^^^^^ 
aation. H«re he gave, in a letter to the emperor Gi^tfr/w V. ''•^*>^/- 

J^ *^ , . «»i to the 



king of SfdHi; a (aithfuL recital of all his adveotutes^ pro^* 
rasiif and flriverfe, from the time he fitft quitted Zempudtti 
fentil he was forced to evaeu&te the^caf^l of t^e eminrel 
He informed his rmp<jrial m^efty of his pieftnt cGnditioA 
and defigns, arid aivcd A|cccurs for the expedition, asweK 
as fpeedy juftice againfl: the unhix proceedings of Velajtu^ 
governor of Cuba. He told his liiajefty, that feveral In£m 
of confideration had fubmitted to be baptized, reprefented the 
neceffity offending fome ecclefiafiicsto affift hihctAlmedo in the 
pious talk of converting tk\c Jneiians^ as tlie fureft method of 
attaching them to the intereft of Spain j and in forcing their 
obedience. jHonzcr M^otiy and according to* de Soliss 
Diego de OrdaZy were di^atchcd with this letter^ - with* ftrid 
injundiions, that before tb fey revealed their commiflion^ or 
made dny declarations that they came from hinr,- to fi/id out . 
his father, and the agents fent the year before ; and jointly 
•^; : '--'t^pufh'theii' applications, ars Cfrcuf7]r(tanoes(Houid require.' 
WiA this 46<tet w^s alfo remitted a pr^fcm c^ gdl\d and 
jewds^ to/Which the fbldiers voluntaftty 'ct^triboted thdt^ 
' ibare of the treafure left at Thfiala^ whew'r^;^ fir ft march-' 
ed to Meickth ^nd of thebbdty acquired at Tiped)sa* and" 6m- 
ctrdiula^- Afkip was eqdippM #ith all difpatoh at Vera Grtu^ 
wcmjthe tbmmlffionert? W Europe i artd Cortex^ thAt be 
nnghtomif 'nothing whriicftbottld proihote bis4«figns,.dfiplieJ 
to^the Voyalatidience of^^^^^Mmingo forTuccour$, beciatife 
tUs tribunal "jiad always f^voqi«d tkts exp^dki(^, iind -tifi^d the 
mnibttj endeavours to defeat theTpraOicefi '6f V^bqidem. Here, 
however^ he was difappointed v the audience exprefied ail 
pttffible rfe(fl€^' for J^is» perfon, ptomif^d tofiipport his tipple 
cations Jttr the emperor j but e^^ufed-theknfetves liiriih refpeft 
to^the fdccours' required, undtr pretence of in^iiity. 
Fruit of To prevent intormiptlng the chain of our narrattfe, it 
If is negoti' miay-be proper toUsike a^view of the iflue of thfe" fdHcitatidns' 
ettionin made to the court of 5jf)»/^, although- the relation be feme- 
Spain, urhat: premature. ^Portocarreto and Mdnieji'^^^onA^ bf 
Martin 6&rti%^f 2Xhef to the general, had pftid long awl 
froitlefs attendance upon Ae Sfemijh mmiftry. The irifri- 
cateandunfettlcd ftate of the kingdom at* tfJat period eft- 
pteyed the whole attention of the court upt^li matters tf^otc 
immediately intcrefting 5 and, indeed, the ftrong fadion- 
formed by the friends of Velaquex^ at the head of which was* 
the bilhop of Burgos, threw almoft infurfnKt>bhtaWe obftruc- 
tfons in their i«^ay. . At length, by dint of pe^feverance, the 
commiflioncrsobtaitiedthe honourof an audie^ceof the empe- 
ror, who'iftformed himfelf exadly of the tranfaftions in l^^ 
Sfairiy and from thence conceived a high opinion of them«nt 

of 
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^ACortt%'i aad the utility of his proje«a. -. HoWcvet* the va- 
riety of bufijoefs in which his ioaperial majefty was eBg;igecl,' 
prevented his entering deeply into the difputc between Gorte% 
zniFeiaquezi fo that on his departure for the A'^^ili&Wijw^/i, 
he w^ obliged to recommend tbe^ affair to the cardinal AdH-^ 
flw, governor of Spalrij in his Jibfcnpe, The-cardinal enter- 
tained the fartic favourable fentiments "with the king his * 
maftcr, of the merit of Ccrtezy but as all the informations 
relative to the afFaic muft paft through the council of the /«- 
'jtSeSy of which the bifliop of Burgos vfSLS prefidcnt, he found 
Ihimfelf embarraiTed how topnoceed. He could, e^fiiy per- 
•tcive that the ftrdngeft- prepdice-againrt Cortez reigned in 
•the council ; but to come to a dccifive refolution, it was ne- 
tci&ry to be acquainted with tte. naked fafls, divefted of 
dtfguife and' partiality. Other affairs, in the- mean while, 
occurred, to divert the attention of the miniflei' 5 fp that 
Martin Cort£% and the commiiTioncrs^ tuied out with attea^ 
imce, withdrew, difappointed, from court, with a tefola- 
tionto wait the emperor^s return* In this fituation were the 
|4&ir8 of Cdrf«5 when Ithc new ^ commiiEoners^. Qr^^sus ai»d 
\iifend(fza,zrtwed 9t, Seville, ;. The infiru6^ions. given. them, hj 
ifte general appeared now to be neceflary 3 for they no fooner 
touched land, than they were informed of an order, ifiued 
out by the biihop of Bungos and the council of die InSef^ to* 
ia^)riian all. perfons coming, from A^> £^a/;i, and tof^mt 
upon all the gold and prefents they (hould bring,' whethe/ 
on the account of Cortez, or by way ofcommiilionri. Imme- 
tliately they retired privately to Medellin^ where the^ iearnt 
that MartinCorte% and the other commiiQoners^refidecl^ faving 
eoly their letters and difpatcl^es^ and leaving' theirtreafure 
in the hands of the officers under the diredion of the council' 
f^tht Indies, Here it was rcfolvcd among them to continue 
^ the mod private retirenrcnt, until the affairs of fibe kin^ 
dom ihould afTiime a more favourabie afped), and i:be empe- 
for either return, or thrcardi<uil.miniiler be niore'atleifu^ ' ' 
to aaraine their difpatches. The firft of : theft 'wiihcd*/c^ 
^fiJitsifooa happened* The: emperor; returncd9 and hh 
pftfence inftamly reftored the public tranquillity. ^.\Martirt 
'GsrtiZj therefore, judging that tnow Was the feafon^fof ap* 
plication, fet out for court with the four commiffionersj 
•^erci afterfome delay, they h^A'a long aixdiiince of the 
cardinal regent. They gave .the fimnlfter a fucciraft rela- 
tton of the progrefs raadd in the conqueft of Mexico^ referring 
to the letters of (a?fY«;for'particuliirs 5 they acquainted hint 
^ith the orders for feizing them ifliied by tbebiOibpof ^wrj^d^j, 
*nd the fate pf thevprcfcnts they- had brought forthe emperor. 

They 
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They fet forth the reafons they had to diftruft the prefident 
and council of the Indies \ dcfirifig liberty to except againft 
the bifhop of Burgos as a judge in an affair in which he had 
made himfelf a party, and offered to Aippart their exception 
with fufticient arguments, or to fuffer the penahy of their 
irreverence for fo high a perfanage. The cardinal's anfwer 
was favourable. He tcdd Martin Cortez^ and the commiffi- 
oners, that they might take their remedy againft the bifhop 
at law, and that he would prdte£t them againfl all violence 
in the courfe of the procefs. With this encouragement thejr 
entered their exception againft the prefident of the counoL 
in his own court; and fupported it with fuch irrefragable ar- 
guments, that the council did not prefume to alter the courfe 
of juflice. After a full hearing, the bifhop was abfolutely pro- 
hibited from interfering in the difpute. between HernanCortm 
and VelaqueZy his orders were revoked, the embargo at &• 
viUe were taken off, and the importance of the expedition xo 
Mexico was fet in its true light ; that of being honourable 
and beneficial to the nation. This decree received the ap« 
probation of the cardinal regent and council of ftate ; and f* 
zealous was the former in the caufe of Cortez, that, upon hit 
exaltation to the papal dignity, he laboured to remove aB 
impediments to a conquefl, which was to open a free paiTagt 
for the lights of chriftianity to ihine in countries hitherto 
. involved in theobfcurity andxiarknefs of fuperftition and the 
grofTeft idolatry. 

The accufation of the bifhop of, Burgos was finally con-- 
firmed by the emperor ia peifon, after he had given audience 
to the agents of C^te% and Velaquez ; and commiiTaries were 
alfo appointed to decide the point in controverfy. Thcif 
judgment was, after clofely examining the fa£b alledged on \ 
both fides, ** That Velaque% had no right to claim to him- 
** felf the honour or advantages refulting from the conquefl i 
*^ of New Sfain^ without a better title than that of having 
•' expended fome money in the preparations for that enter- 
HAprife, and i nominating Certez, for commander. That he 
<^ could only have an adion at law for the money expended 
<< out of his own efbite to equip the armament fent upon 
^< this expedition, and not for any of the cfft&s belonging? 
<< to the king in his government. That the nomination pf 
** Cortex afforded him no pretence, either to the glory or 
<* profit of the expedition, as he not only granted that com' 
^< miffion without the authority of the minifters of the royal 
*< audience, whofe orders he inould have received, butli^c-^ 
•' wife revoked it, and thereby \eh' Cortex at liberty to aft 
<* .as he fhould think moft advantageous to the public inte^ 
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*' reftj with the troops, which, for the moft part, he had 
** raifed at his own expence." The commiffarics very prir- 
dently winked at the irregularities in the beginning of this 
eiiterprife, from a ju(l conflderation of ite importance, and 
regard for the extraordinary merit of the general, who bad 
profecuted it with unparalleled vigour and alacrity* They 
even cenfured Velaquez as a perfon who had (hewn an ungo-* 
vernable ambition, and expreiTed a rancour and malignity ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the public fervice. This fentence was 
laid before the* epiperor, and confirmed. Cartez was, be- 
fides, declared to be a faithful minifter and good fubjedl ; 
his officers and foldiers were honoured with fimilar applaufes ; 
perpetual iilence on the fubjeft of any pretentions to the con- 
queft of Mexico was impofed on Velaquez ; and thus the af- 
fair terminated, and difpatches to that purpofe were irnme* 
diately fent away to the Indies^ with orders to the royal au« 
dience at St. Dominga to alH(l Corti% with, all their power. 
A letter from the emperor was fent to CorteZj not only ap- 
proving his pafi condud, but likewife his prefent defign and 
difpofitions for the reduction of Mexico ;, and the letter con- 
cluded with the ftrongeft afTurances, not only of the imperial 
' favour, but of the moil fubfiantial proofs of acknowledgment 
for fuch important and eminent fervices. 

While this afFair was terminating in Spain, Car/«5 was Cortcz r#- 
preparing to march, with his whole army, into the heart of ^'*^^' * 
Mexico. Juft as he was on the point of fetting out, be had'/wy^ 
the good fortune to receive a fupply of arms and ammunition 
from Fera Cruz ; a merchant veffel from the Canaries having 
arrived there, freighted with implements of war, which 
were designed to be fold to the troops engaged in this con- 
queft. He could not wait for the iinifhing of the brigantinesy 
as the troops of the country flocked in to him in fuch crouds, 
that he feared fome bad confequences from their inadlion. 
In a council of war it was refolved to march diredly to 
Tezeucoy and at all events to gain poiTeffionof that city, which^ 
from its fituation, would afford a good retreat, and likewiie 
facilitate the means of procuring reinforcements. Next day He rt' 
fucceeding this.rpfolution. Cortex, muftered his Spanijb troops, virws bis 
and found they amounted to five hundred foot and forty horfe,«'^» ^*^ 
with nine pieces of artillery, brought on fhore from the vtt-'J^' ^' 
fcls laft arrived on the coaft. Xicotencal^ general of thc^fTf"^*^^ 
Thfcalans^ followed his example, and pafled his troops inf^^^ 
review before the Spaniards. It is reported they amounted ''^--^l 
to fixty thoufand merv Befides thcfe, Cortez had a great 
number of other auxiliary troops, brought in by the neigh- 
bouring Cflziques; infomuch, that,atthefiegc of Afexico^ his 
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army amounted to two hundred thoufand fighting men. He 
began with publifhing certain regulations to be obferved, 
under pain of deaths by all the foldiers. Among thefewere 
the followmg: That no man ihould prefume to draw his 
fword againft another, either upon his march, or in quarters. 
That no Spaniard (hould abufe a confederate Indiarij either 
in word or adion. That no indecencies or violence fhould 
be offered to a woman, even though (he fhould happen to 
be a captive. That no foldier (houid flraggle from the army, 
or go without leave, and a fufficient party, in quefl of plun- ' 
der : and, laflly, it was enjoined, under pain of death, that < 
the foldiers (hould not game away their arms and horfes, in 
which particular their dlfcipline had hitherto been tooremifs. ' 
The interpreters, donna Marina and Jguilar^ repeated the 
fame orders to the Indian chiefs, in the piefence of Cortiz^ 
and defired they might be frequently publifhed at the head of 
the Indian army. To thefe regulations the general added a 
(hort exhortation^ which was received with the acclama- 
tions of the foldiers, both Spaniards and Indians ; the latter 
ecchoing the fhouts of the former. In courfc of his march, 
C&rtez encountered fome difficulties, arifing from the nature 
of the country, the prodigious number of his troops, and the 
wiles and ftratagems of the Mexicans ; but he happfily fur- 
mounted them, without any confiderable lofs. He afcended 
a^fleep mountain, all the pafles of which the enemy had 
blocked up by trees cut down, and laid acrofs, and iharp 
ftakes fixed in the ground, to wound and incommode the 
cavalry. CorU% ordered two thoufand Tlafcalans to the van, 
to clear away all impediments ; and they executed their or- 
ders with fo much alacrity, that the army foon gained the fum* 
mit of the mountain, from whence they could difcover the 
lake of Mexico. Having advanced a few leagues, the Mexi- 
can army was feen drawn up in order of battle, in a large 
plaip, where they feemed determined to make a fland, al- 
th'ough they had taken the necelTary precautions for a retreat. 
All rejoiced at the opportunity of coming (o early to adion; 
but the tranfport of the Tlafcalans rofe to a kindjof fury, which 
Carte%^ and his captains, could hardly reflrain within the 
bounds of order and difcipline ; but the enemy feeing the 
Spaniards attended- by fo numerous an army, dropt their in- 
tentions of difputing the palTage of the valley, and began ji 
precipitate retreat. Coriez regarded this as a fortunate in- 
cident ; for on his approach to the place, where the enemy 
had taken poft, he found a deep treiyh, hiade by a brook 
running from the mountain, which it was difficult to pars, 
even without xeMance from the Mexicans^ Purfuing ^'^ 
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iwy to Tezmcoj he was •met about three leagues from t^tff^ad- 
city, by meflengers from the cazique, ,or king of that city, <vances to 
with propofaJs of peace and alliance, that appeared veryTezeuco. 
jfufpidous $ the ambafifadors were, however, difmiiled with 
la civil anfv^er, the confederates marched 4}uite up to the 
walls, and took up their quarters for that night in the fieldS) 
keeping ftricSl watch for fear of being furprized Next morning 
it appeared that the city was deferted by the cazique and prin- 
cipal nobility \ but the latter foon returned to theif habitations^^ 
leotered into an alliance with Cortex^ complained of their ca- 

E as a monfter of treachery, tyranny, and cruelty, and 
d the protection of the Spaniards. Cortez was now in- 
:d that the propofals made to him were treacherous, as 
lefufpeCied, and with defign to lull him into fecurity ; but 
hat the cazique finding his troops numerous, beyond ex- 
edati^n, yielded to his fears, and relinquiflied his proje£t« 
le was alfo informed that the fame Caminatziny who had be- 
bre confpired againft him, and was for that reafon depofed 
jMoUzumat had now recovered ^he throne, and was coun* 
Rianced by the reigning emperor, as an inveterate enemy to 
\i^ Spaniards. The nobles alfo informed him t\i^i Caminat'^ • 
in had no original right to the throne of Tezeuco^ to which 
lebad made his way, before Motezuma arrived at the impe- 
»l dignity, by killing, with his own hands, his eldeft bro- 
ker Nizabaly and feizing the crown, in prejudice to the 
ight of his own nephew, fan of the deceafed prince, 
'othis they added, that the lawful prince was now at their 
cad, and requefted the generars countenance. It ^^^^' j^aket 
lately ftruck CortiZ that this circumftance might be turned y^^^ ^^^^^ 
ohis advantage. He went up to the prince, and after pay- ration.^ im 
Dg him the compliments due to his quality, he aflembled the go 
he nobles, and recommended the lawful heir to the crown, vernmint 
n fuch ftrong terms, aiid with fuch aflurances of protedion, of tbd^ 
hat they immediately depofed Caminatziny and raifed his ne- </(y« 
>hewto the throne of Tgzeuco, Next day was appointed for 
he coronation of the prince; C^r/^z aflifted at the folemnityj 
i€ placed the regal fceptre in the hands of the young mo<- 
^ch, and by this means acquired not only a. firm ally, but 
fce reputation of paying the ftriiSfceft regard to equity. . The 
^plc in a manner adored Cortez^ and the king himfelf ap- 
peared in his prefence as if he were his fubjedl, and held his 
jrown of his bounty ; carrying his gratitude and refpeft for 
his bcncfador fo far, that he embraced the chriftian religion, 
and received baptifm. ' * 

EvERY^hing being adjufted at Tezeueo to the general's en^* • 
Jjfe fatisfaSion, he left a body of troops in the city, and 
hegan bis march fot Iztapalapa^ that he might deprive the 
R a Mixicans 
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Mexicans of a place which aflforded (hdter for their canoes^ 
and difturbed his workmen employed in widening the canals 
To as to allow a pail*age for the veiTels building at Tlafcok, 
This city, as already obferved, was fiiuated in fuch a man- 
ner, that the greater part of the building was on the lake. 
CortiZ charged himfelf with this expedition, taking with 
iiim three hundred Spaniards, and ten thoufand Tla/iakm. 
The young monarch of Tezeuco offered to accompany himj 
but this Cortez refultd, faying, that his prefence would be 
ufcful in tl^e city, where his authority was not yet fufficietrtly 
cftabli(hed. On his approach to Jztapalapa, a body of ci- 
tizens, amounting to eight thoufand men, advanced with 
great refolution beyond their walls, and began an engage* 
ment, which they fupported with equal courage, though in- 
ferior in number; retreating gradually towards the city, zni 
at laft flying with a feigned appearance of confufion and dif* 
He is in order. Cortez fufpedted a ftratagem, by feeing the gatej 
great left open ; he therefore purfued with all imaginable caution, 
danger, entered the town, found it deferied, drew up his troops in 
the principal fquare, and made difpofitions, as if heexpeded 
to be attacked. It appeared, however, that the enemy hai 
formed a different defign. It was (carce dark, when the %- 
niards perceived that the canals began fuddenly to overflow 
their banks, the water rulhing impetuoufly into the lower 
grounds, whence they immediately coi^eftured that the ene- 
my had opened their fiuices, with intention to drown that 
part of the city. The danger was imminent, and Caria 
gave orders for retreating wichall expedition, not without 
cenfuring himfelf for having been outwitted by a people 
whom he confidcred as barbarous. He purfued his march 
all night to 1e%euto^ and next morning perceived that hewas 
in a manner hemmed in by a numerous army of Mtxkanu 
Finding his people eager to engage, he led them on, and 
foon obliged the enemy to retire in fome confufion 5 how- 
ever, they rallied, and made three feveral attacks, in all 
which they were repulfed, with the lofs of fix thoufand 
men, whicbv determined them to drop thepurfuit. Bythii 
means C^r/^z arrived fafe 2xTe%euco, referving any farther 
attempts on Iztapalapa to a more feafonable opportunity. 

This retreat was deemed inglorious by the SpaniardSf 
who had now been accuftomcd to carry before them all oh- - 
ftruSions; it did not, however, diminifti their reputation 
among the Indians, who were daily offering; their fuh- 
milfions. The provinces of Chaico and Otumba difpatched 
meffengers at th's time to Cortez^ offering; him obedience, 
and requcfling his afliitance againft the Mexicans^ who had 
a - , H 
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jttft Invaded the frontiers of their provinces with a numerous 
army, for haying refufcid to take up arms again ft the Spaniards, 
They cxpreflfed their refolution to (land in their defence, if 
they were furc of proteftion ; and Cortex thinking it advifc- 
able to raife as m^ny, enemies as pofiible to the imperial 
power, and to fecure provinces which muft contribute to 
keep open communication with Tlafcala^ inftantly difpatched 
Gonzalo de Sanioval^ and Francifco de Litgo^ with two hun- 
dred Spanijh foot, fifteen horfe, and a fufficicnt body of 
Tlafcalans^ to the affiftance of his new allies. The Mexi-' 
cans lay in afnbufh for this reinforcement, but they were 
defeated by the vigour and refolution of Sandoval and the 
Spaniards. As Sandoval approached the frontiers of the al- 
lied provinces, he found that a numerous Mexican army had 
occupied all the pofts on the road, which it was neceflary 
he (hou)d take ; he thereupon advanced in order of battle, 
' luftained the attack of theenetpy with calm intrepidity, and . 
then made a furious difchargeof fire-arms, crofs-bows, and 
arrows, clofing immediately with the Mexicans^ and break* 
L in^ their ranks, obtained a complete victory with inconfider* 
able lofs on his fide^ and dreadful flaughter of the enemy, 
it augmented the carnage, that the people of Otumba and 
Chalco were no fooncr alarmed with the noifc of firerarms, 
than conjcifturing that the Spaniards were engaged, they fal- 
lied out upon the rear of the Mexicans^ continued the pur- 
fuit with great obftinac.y, flew feveral thoufands, and took 
a great number of prifoners, eight of the principal of whom 
verc brought to Sandoval^ to be examined about the farther 
deiigns of the enemy. From their account it appeared, that 
the Mexicans^ difcouraged by their defeat, had entirely ^ban* 
doned their proje£k of revenge, and returned to the capital 5 
after which Sandoval left the defence of the provinces to the 
inhabitants, and returned with his army to Tezfuco^ after 
reconciling the Tlafcalans and Otumbans, who had always 
been declared enemies. As to the Mexican nobles taken pri- 
foners in the late a£lion, they were prefented to Cortex^ who " 
ordered them to be unbound, and embraced this opportu- 
nity to juftify to his allies the war he had undertaken, by 
makihg farther advances to an accommodation. He told 
the prifoners, that although by the laws of war, and the ex- 
ample of their country, he might treat them with the ut- 
iBoft rigour, lie rieverthelefs gave them life and liberty, on 
no other condition than that they would acquaint the cmpe- w ^ 
ror with his intention to demand fatisfaSion for the death of q^^|^q* 
Motezumoy and the unjuft. war made upon the Spaniards ^^ ^ 
When laft in MtxiiQ. « Tell him, faid Cortez^ that I have ' 
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** an army reinforced notonly by a number of invincible S^- 
^^ aiardsj but by ^ variety of nations who abhor the Mexican 
. *.* tyranny. Tcllhina, that in a little time I intend tofeize 
<* him in the midft of his palace, furrounded by his court, 
^' bringing in my train all the horror^ of war, and refolved 
^* never to lay afide my juft indignation, until I have reduced 
^* all the cities in his dominions to aOies, and waihed away 
** the memory of his* name by the blood of his fubje£);s : nc- 
** verthelefe, if, to avoid the impending ruin, he isdefirousof 
** liftcning to rcafonable terms of pacificacton, 4. am ready 
V to grant therm ; for the arms of my king, like the lighten- 
** ing of heaven, fall only where they find refiftance, and 
*' are always more ready to obey the di£lates of humanity, 
^* than the impulfes of revenge." - With this -mcffage he 
difmiiTed ^e prifpnerss under ^n efcorti they promiferfto 
^ring back ananfwer, but they, never returned : poiTibly the 
meiTage'was of fucb a nature as they durft not deliver to a 
prince full of vigour and courage. 
Fejels NoTHi^jQ was now wanting to begin the fiege of AfrW- 

iuiltat (0, befides the brigantines building at Tlafialat of which. 
Tlafcala, C^r^|$., received advice from Martin Lope%y t!ti2^X %9St ^tii 
find ^r««y-fati^(^ion^ to the whole army. The vcflels were now 
ported io ready. |o be tranfported over the mCHii}tains, and the repub- 
Mej^ico.^ lie, had provided ten thdufand m^n for that bufinefs, .uiulef 
an efcort of ao equal number of fokjiers commanded by 
Chicher^al^ a you qg nobleman of,fpurit9nd courage, who 
)iad already, in his twenty- fourth year, acquired the repu: 
Ration of one of the beft generals in Thfcala: Lfpez ac- 
quainted the general^of the day he intended beginning l)i$ 
jnarcl), and defired he might be n\et by a Spanijb convoy at 
Gualtpar^ not thi|iking i€ ^dviieable to attempt a paflagf 
through the Mexican territories with Tlafealans only. Ori 
his arrival at this place he halted for the reinfprcemeot of 
Spaniards, a d^lay vi^hich extremely 6\(fAezkd (^icbtmieak 
who thought himfelf a match for the whole power of the 
J^eman empire. « However, he refolved to obey the orders 
of Cetrtez, s^nd imagined he had performed no inconfiderabte 
^exploit by^ this prpof of his obedience. , Much about the 
fame time Cortez <k.tache^ Ganzalo de Sandsvul with a ftrong 
bo^yof Spaniards zniT/afialans, this officer flopping a day 
at the little tpwm of Zalepeque^ to revenge the murder of 
fome Spaniards who were going from Fera Cruz to Mmc9y 
• '^ which he effedually performed, by obliging the inhabitants 
to the mofl zh]t& fubmiffion. He then joined Chithemecal 
^t Gualipar, and both arrived with the materials for the 
' <bippin£> without apy njemorablc accident at TviiHCQ'i only 
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that the Tlafcalan general ha<l almoft bred a mutiny in hxi 
troops, by refenting, in fuch high terms, his hot having tht * 
Tan and poft of honour. Immediately Lope% and his work- 
men fet about conftru£ling the brigantincs from the mate- 
rials which they had already prepared ; but Cortez under- 
fianding that they could not be finifhed in lefs than twenty 
days, refolvfd not to lie ina£ifve. It was his intention to 
examine all the pofts which might prove ufeful to the pro* 
je(3ed fiege of Mexico^ and he entered upon this de(ign with 
an expedition to Taltocony In which be was accompanied by 
ChichemecaL , 

The reafons which induced Corte% to chaftize the inhabi- 
tants of this place were, that they had lately returned an 
iofolent anfwer to the propofals which were nlade to tbenv 
of peace, and wounded the meffenger, without regkfd to the 
privileges (hewn to ambailadors, even among baitarbus na-i 
tions. He took with him the captains JharadozndJDe Olid^ 
two hundred Spanijh infantry, twenty hotfe, a numerous 
body of Texeucan nobility, and ChichemecaV -m^ fiitttn 
thoufand Tlafcalam^ to whom were joined five thoufand oi 
the republican forces, commanded by JCtcotencal, who was^ 
kftat Tizeucoy with the remainder of the SpatiiJ^ ^hd Tlajicdari 
armyu After marching -five leagues, C^^/«s;^flc0irctrefi^ 
numerous army of the enemy, drawn up in order of bat-{ 
tie, in the open field, at fome'diftknce from the city.' 
Orders were given to attack ihem ; and this wks eikeeUtfeif 
with fuch alacrity, that the' ^nemy retreated preCTj^ftafely*; 
leaving a great number of dead and wounded on the field of 
batde. The confederates advanced full oF confidence to 
carry the place at the firft aJDTault, on accouitt of the panni^^ 
which the defeat of the army muft %ifufe into' the ^rrlfoh j^ 
but they foon found that the Mexicans had^Wcflce tpe. caufe-' 
ways, and rendered it impdffibfeto pafe thelSVeaph" withSut^ 
cither bridge or b^atlsv Gorfez w'as contrivirig \ip^''iK> fill up * 
the -chafm with earth and fafcines, when art Imitih of T/-^ 
^anuo offered to guide the army to a ford at a Ihtld'diftance ;: 
apropofal that was readily embraced; Cortez^ attended by; 
the hdian guide, marched dire^ly to the place, and ordered 
a party of fixty Spaniards^ and a body of TlafcalqhSy to make ' 
the experiment, which fuccefeded, after an obftinate conflift 
with the enemy, who defended the'^paflage with more cou- 
rage than they had {hewn upon the late occafion/ The con-'"^'^^'^- 
federate party entered the towh with the flying Mexkans^^j^^^^^^ 
took pofleflton, pillaged the place, fet fire to feveral houfeSj'^y^^j^^^* 
and then rejoined the main army, the whole advancing to thefifpe of 
C^Ibatitkri^ a large town, which wasiound deferted by theJMcxico. 
. R 4 - inhabitants,' 
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inhabitants. The large towns o^ Tenayuco zni Ix€apuziik9^ 
both upon the lake, were alfo forfakcn by the natives 5 Cw- 
ievi lodged a night in each, and took an exad view of their 
rerpe(5tive dlAances and fituations. From the laft of thefs 
towns the city of Tacuba^ the rival of Tezeuco^ was diftant 
about half a league. Ic was fituated upon the extremity of 
thecaufeway, was confidered as the key to Macico^ and was 
therefore of the utmoft importance informing the fiege of that 
capital. It was for this reafon that Cortex refolyed to view it 
accurately, without any dcfign of pofieffing a city that could 
not be held conveniently, on account of its diftance frojn 
the head-quarters of Tezeuco, With this purpofe he marched 
in good order towards the city, and was encountered on the 
way by a numerous army of the Tacuhans^ who were defirous 
of trying their fortune in the open field with the Spaniards^ the 
city being incapable of containing all the troops, i'hcy ad- 
vanced and charged with great fury, but were driven back 
by the fire-arms and crofs-bows in the van. Afterwards 
they rallied, the reft of the Spaniards and Tlafialans came up, 
C^r/^z penetrated into the very center of the multitude; not- 
withftanding which, the Tacubam yielded the field reluc- 
tantly, after feveral thoufand of their forces had been /lain 
and >A)rQunded... That night the confeders^tes remained on 
tjbe Held, of battle, endeavouring to.fecure feveral advao- 
tageoii3, poAs in the. night, Early next morning, the en^- 
my vftt^ feen advancing, as if jn^ith intention to redeem tbc 
Honour, c^ the prepcding day }• but they were defeated 
vitii a facility .which gave rooni for fufpicion that fome 
fjrat^geoii wa^ Intended. For five days Cortez remained 
'vvithout the W;alls of Tafubq^ fkirmifliing every day with 
flie enemy, jyifh intention to w^fle thegarrifen by failles, in 
which they wcfe cpnftantly repulfed. The ardour of his 
troops determijcicd.hicp to.attack the town contrary to his fifft 
i^^fign^y ,znA \\i^ was accordingly taking his meafures, when a 
p_^rty was obferved advancing upon thcicaijfeway. Their inten- 
tion was to draw Cp/-/^:? gradually upon the caufeway, where 
it wps itnpoflible h^ coqld form hie men, and then to charge 
hiqi on every fide from their canoes^ The projcdl fucceedcd 
beyond cxpeftation ; and .all die Spaniards rauft have been 
cut off, had they not ^xerted an extraordinary portion of va^ 
lour. Cortez, no fooner purfued the pnemy upon the caufe- 
-' ' . - \ -way^, than he faw himifelf attacked, in frorit, by a numerous 
armyi and on both fides by a multitude of canoes. Courage 
alone could now extricate, him j he fought defperately, ef- 
itQ^A a retreat with no great lofs, and repaired the confe- 
. quences of his overfight, by fuch a degree of perfonaJ- 
• ^ bravery, as fcjually aftoniflied the Spaniards and Indians. It 

was 
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was in this zQlon^ that Juan Volante fell, with tlie colours 
in his hand, over the caufeway, was taken prifoner by the 
enemy, and put into a canoe, with defign of being prefented • 
with his trophy to the emperor. Volante fufFered himfelf to 
be carried away, pretending the utmoft fubnoilBon, until he 
found himfelf at a fufficient diftance from the reft of the 
canoes, when he plunged with his colours into the water^ 
fwam aihore, and joined the reft of the Spaniards. 

When Cortez returned to Te%euco^ he found himfelf re- 
inforced by feveral Spanijh foldiers» fent to his affiftance by 
the royal audience of St. Domingo. None of the Spanijh 
writers afcertain the number, but from the rejoicings in the . 
confederate army it was probably confiderable. About the ' 
&me time mefiengers arrived fronfi Chalco and Themanalco^ 
^zit\i^ Mexicans had refumed their operations againft the 
fix>ntier provinces. The new emperor Guatimozin was per* 
l^tually contriving means to cut ofF the communication of 
[(he Spaniards with Tlafcakiy and prevent fuccours from join- 
ing them from Vera Cruz. This was a point of fuch con- 
iequence to Cortez^ that he found himfelf, at all events, under 
the neceffity of fupporting thefe allies, to whofe fidelity he 
owed the prefervation of this eftential opfening. Accordingly 
Sandoval was difpatched with a fufHcient number of Spaniards 
ind Tlafcalans^ to the fuccour of the Chalquefesi whom, on ^ 
his- arrival, he found aflembled in a conAderable army, to 
oppofe the Mexicans^, The enemy, who were ftill fuperior 
in number of forces to the confederates, pofleiTed them- 
fcives of fome hollow-ways, in order to bring on an en* 
gagcment, in a place where the Spanijh cavalry could not 
A* It was neceflary to drive them from this fituation ; 
^fA Sandoval entered upon the attack with fuch refolution, 
that he accompliftied his defign, though not without blood- 
Ihed, feveral Spaniards having been dangeroufly wounded, a 
few killed, and a great number of the confederate Indians 
ilaughtered, but with ftill greater lofs on the fide of the 
Mexicans^ though they had fufficient courage to rally and 
renew the engagement. Sandoval having overcome the dif- 
ficulty of the valley, and fighting now upon equal terms^ 
obtained a complete victory, after a conflid in which the' 
enemy behaved with great gallantry, and a fury bordering 
upon defpneration. The fame night he advanced to Guajla^ 
^^fw, wKere he hoped his fatigued troops might be able to 
reft fecurely ; but fcarce had they laid afide their arms, 
when the fcouts brought advice, that a frcfli army of Mexi^ 
^Aff;, amounting to fifteen thoufand men, was advancing tQ 
«ta«l^ file confederates before they fhould be able to draw 

breath* 
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breath. Refolution was the only remedy. SandmdznU 
mated his people, and then led them againft the enemy, 
whofe front was foon put in diforder by the fire-arms aid 
crofs-bows. By this means an opening wa$ made for the 
cavalry to charge without danger. Their onfet was irre- 
fiftible ; the T/afcalansj at the fame time, fell upon the flankt, 
and the Mexicans finding themfelves afiaulted on both fides, 
fled precipitately to Guajiapeque^ where they hoped to meet 
with protection ; but the confederates returning to the town 
with them, divided themfelves into feveral bodies, fcoured 
all the ftreets, and again drove the enemy into the open 
fields, purfuing them with great flaughter* 

This vidlory was followed by the redudion of Captftm^ 
a ftrong town, fituated on the fummit of a rocky emineoce, 
and fecured on the back:*fide by a deep, rapid, river. It 
was diftant about two leagues from Guajlapiqiu^ and thidief 
the routed Mexicans crowded as to an impregnable fomefs} 
nothing, however, could withftand the confederate armf 
fluihed with conqueft. Sandoval refolved to drive the enemy 
from this poft, that he might deprive the Mexicans of ib coo* 
venient a rendezvous for troops deftined for the invafion of 
the frontier provinces. Perceiving there were only three 
ways by which he could make the attack, all of them ivU 
ficult, he ordered the Tlafcalans^ and Chalqueje^ to advance is 
the front, as more accuftomed to thofe iteep and rugged 
paflcs. They obeyed, but fo reluctantly, that SandffuaU in-- 
patient of delay, ruibed with his Spaniards mto the thicket 
of the danger, which fo aninuited the Indian*^ that they foN^ 
got the difficulty of the attempt, and fefsitied emulous who 
would firft gain the fummit of the eminence. In many 
places the path was fo fteep, that they were altogether em? 
ployed in conquering. the afcent, it being impoffible to ufe 
their hands, either in defence, or attack, without feat of 
tumbling down to the botpm ; while xh^ Mexicans were aS { 
' the while rolling down great ftones, a|id. fliowering dartf | 
and arrows upon them. At laft, they gained ti^e top by | 
the affiftance of the fire-arms, which drove the enemy from* > 
the brow of the hill, and left a clear paiTage for the confe- | 
derates. Now they attacked with incredible valour, as i \ 
determined to revenge the difficulties and dangers^ th(»r had 
juft efcaped ; they forced their way through all oppofitioo, 
beat the Mexicans back to the town, pifrfued them fe clofelyy 
that* entering with them, they gained pofieffion, and forced 
the enemy to the brink of the precipice^ where all thofe 
were put to the fword who did not throw themfelves over* 
Qn this occaTuuiy the flaughter is rep9i:te4. to have been h 

prodigious, 
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prodigious, that the Spaniards^ who had run to the river td 
quench their thirft,, were obliged to refrain from drinking, 
on perceiving its ftreams tinged with blood. In a word, 
the vidory was decifive, but it was obtained with very con- 
fiderable lofs on the fide of the confederates. Sandoval had 
his armour broke in different places ; feveral Spaniards were 
dangeroujfly wounded, and above fix hundred Indians flaia 
in climbing up the afcent.^ Imagining he had now fuffi« 
ciently deterred the Mexicans from any farther attempts, San* 
iffud returned to Te%enco^ where he was fcarce arrived, be- 
fore advice arrived from Chako^ that the province had beea 
again invaded, but that the enemy were defeated by the na* 
tives: a piece of intelligence that gave great fatisfacS^ion, 
as from hence it appeared the frontier provinces were 
in^ condition to undertake their own defence. 

As the (hipping defined for the fiege of Mexico was not 
yet completed, Cortez refolved to examine the fituation of 
Sachimilhj a place fituated on the Mexican lake, and com- 
I municating with Mexico by a broad caufeway, of which he 
i/Hoped to make his advantage in his enterprifes againft the 
; capital. On the fifth day of April he fet out from Tezeuco^ iS^U 
\ with three hundred Spaniardsj feveral thoufand confederate 
\' Indians, and the captains de Olid, Alvarado, and others, the 
j command of the reft of the army in Te%euco being left with 
Sandoval, He marched with fuch diligence that he arrived ' 
the fame night at Chalco, juft as the inhabitants were armirtg 
to oppofe a new army of Mexicans^ fent to invade their pro- 
vince. This feafonable affiftance was received with the 
greateft demonftrations of joy by the Chalquefe, who enter- 
tained no doubt about viftory, when they were commanded 
by the Spanijh general. They defired to be led immedi- 
' Wely againft the enemy, ambitious of fignalizing their va- 
lur before fo perfefl a judge of military mer»t ; but the 
Umcans^ upon advice of the arrival of the Spaniards^ had 
feparated into fmall parties, and thrown themfelves into cer- 
tain fbrtrefles, fituated on different mountains round the 
frontier, whence Coriez refolved to diflodge them, that no 
j time might be loft in marching to Sachimillo. Having af* 
! fembled all his forces, he began his march by break of day 
towards the mountains, and afcended a fteep eminence, at « 
^ top of which was a fort, defended by fo numerous an 
ttmy as muft have appeared formidable in a lefs advantage* 
ous fituation. The Mexicans fent forth parties to provoke 
the confederates to an engagement in the midft of thofe preci- 
I pices, where the difficulty of the way was alone fuf&cient ob- 
' ftru€liQn \ and thefe fucceeded fo well in their reproaches, that 
% CortiTi 
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* CorteZf giving way to his paffion, ordefedtwo companies of 
fnufqueteers and crofs-bows to advance to the attack. This 
detachment was headed by Pedro de Barba^ accompanied by. 
feveral volunteers of diftindion. As the Spaniards afcended the 
hill the Mexicans retired, feigning confufion, in order to draw 
Bdrbaon with the more fecurity ; and when they found him 
embarralTed in the moft difficult precipices, they returned 
to the charge with loud fhouts, tumbling down from the 
top fuch a torrent of great ftones as fwept all before it, and 
wounded feveral Spaniards^ among whom was the command- 
ing officer. Senfible of his error, Cot'iez immediately or- 
dered the party to retreat, which was efFctS^ed with great 
difficulty, and with fome of his captains be reconnoitred the 
ground, and fought a Icfs dangerous path by which he 
might wreck his revenge. His enquiries proved fruidcff, 
and he was equ'ally unfortunate in all his endeavours to 
draw the enemy from their retreat. Three days had nowF 
been confumed in the mid(t of barren mountains, and the 
troops began to fink under the prefTurc of thirft,' famine, 
and fatigue, infomuch, that without accompli(hing his de« 
fign, he was forced to proceed to GuaJIape^ua to refrcfli his 
, army. Here he was fumptuoufly lodged, together with his 
whole army, in the cazique's palace, which yielded but 
little in extent and magnificence to the imperial refidencc. 

CORTEii ftaid but one night at Guajiapeque^ when ai 
vice came, that the enemy had abandoned the fortreffes en 
the mountains, and afTembled at ^atlavaca^ where their 
army was numerous, ^nd determined to make an obftinate 
re(ift4nce tp 9II the power of the confederates. He fet out 
immediately for that town, and advanced to thf moat 
which was eight foot deep, e^ctremely wide, and filled 
'with water that tumbled rapidly down from the adjacent 
mountains. The Mexicans had cut. down, the bridges, 
and covered the oppoGte bank with fuch a multitude of fol* 
diers, that the paflagc feemed altogether impracticable to the 
bulk of the confederates, although Ccrtez did not defpair. 
He drew up his army at a little diftance, ordered the muf* 
queteers to keep up a perpetual fire to cover his approach, 
and went in perfon to view the ditch. Having difcovered a 
part much narrower than the reft, he ordered two or three 
bridges to be cont^ruQed, which he threw over; and by 
this means enabled the infantry to pafs over with difficulty, 
while the fire-arms, and crofs-hows, kept the enemy at a dif- 
tance. The vanguard, compofed chiefly of Spaniards^ no 
fooner reached the oppofite fide, than they formed into 
9 baitdlign s and the Mexicam^ fenfihk that they ought to 

havf 
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have difputcd the paiTage more vigoroufly, now poured down 
in fuch multitudes, that the confederates could hgrdly main* 
uin their ground, though they were conftantly receiving 
fupplies by the troops who were filing over the bridges with 
all poffible expedition. The event would have bceA very 
doubtful) had not Cortex fortunately found a pafiage for the 
cavalry, with whom he charged the enemy in the rear, at 
fifted with a body of infafntry, feafonably brought up by the 
hillorian of this expedition, Bernal Diaz del Cqftilh. The 
Mexicans^ now difiradled by this double attack, gave them* 
felves up for lofl, fled with great precipitation, and made 
their efcape to the mountains, leaving ^atlavaca to be piU 
laged by the conquerois. The fubmiffion^ however, of the 
cazique, and principal inhabitants, faved the place from the 
fury of the foldiers. They defired leave to return to their 
habitations, to prepare quarters for the confederate army, 
which was granted, after Cme% had fully aiTured himfelf of 
their fincerity. ' 

CORTEX ftaid but one night at ^atlavaca^ fetting out 
next morning for Sachimillo, a place of the greateft impor- 
tance, on account of its vicinity to Mexieo. The march 
was difficult and fatiguing, the foldiers having almofl pe-f 
liihed with thirft, in a long, barren,' fandy defile, where 
they were cxpofed to the refledled beams of the ftin at 
mid-day. The night brought relief, and great abundance 
of good provifion, in a village, which the enemy had juft 
abandoned. As the general expefted a vigorous refiftance, 
he drew up his army, at break of day, in order of battle, 
imagining the enemy would have taken every poffible pre- 
caution to fortify a poft of fo much confequence as Sachi-' 
^Uo^ a conjecture that was verified by the view which be 
had of an incredibly numerous army drawn up in battalia, 
on a plain at fome diftance from the city, having a rapid 
river in front ^hat difcharged itfelf in the Mexican lake. 
They had doubled their lixies on the banks of this river, and 
difpofed their main body for the defence of a wooden bridge 
which they left {landing, af;cr barricadoing it with planks and 
fafcines; believing, that if this fortification fhould be forced, 
they would be able to cut off the confederates in the nar- 
rownefs of the pafs, with little difficulty. Cortex extended 
his front along the oppofite bank of the river, and ordered 
the Spaniards to advance and attack the bridge, which they 
performed with great gallantry, though they were vigoroufly 
oppofrd. Three times they renewed the charge, and at laft 
gained the pafs ; with which trie Mcx'cans were fo much dif- 

heartened, that they began every where to give way, their 

commanders 
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commanden orderitlg a retreat, that they might have an op« 
portunity of rallying. They drew up a fecond time imder 
the walls of the town, and were again attacked io impetu- 
oufly by the confederates, whofe van conftfted of Spamaris^ 
' that they were driven for fhelter into the city, lofing great 
numbers of men as they crowded in at the gates. Qma 
purfued, and ordered the works they had ereded for the de- 
fence of the fireets to be forced. Here the general, tranfported \ 
by his courage, engaged himfelf fo deeply with the enemy, 
that, after he was tired fighting, his horfe killed under hiin» 
and all his endeavours to regain his troops were foiled, he 
was made prifoner by the enemy, and refcued by the extra* 
ordinary valour of ^ a Spanijh foldier, Chrijioval de OUa^ who 
at a diftance beheld the accident. Herrera^ without any 
proofs, aibribes the generaKs delivery to a TtafcaUm^ who 
^ was neither known before nor after, and works it up into a 

kind of miracle ; but we had rather credit de Solisy who 
tranfcribes from IXaz del Cajiillo^ an eye-witnefs of the en- 
gagement. All agree that the danger was imminent, that 
Cortex loft his horfe, and received two flight wounds, and 
that OUa^ his deliverer, came off with three cuts of a fword, 
of which he wore the fears all his life after. When he re- 
joined his forces, he puflied the enemy with fo much vigour^ 
that they fled to tlfat part of the city which flood in the 
water, leaving the Spaniards mailers of all the ftreets upon 
the firm land. 

Mean- WHILE, that part of the army left without the 
walls, iinder the conduct of de Olidy AharadOf and Tapia^ was 
deeply engaged witha body of Mexican nobility, who endea- 
voured to force themfelves into the city. They were fup- 
ported by two thoufand fele£t men fent from Mexico in ca- 
noes, who landed at fome diflance, and intended to fall upon 
the rear of the confederates. Aftoniflied to find an army 
without the walls, where they expedted no refiftance, they 
determined, however, to cut their way through : they fought 
with great ftiry, but were in the end obliged to /etreat to 
their canoes, leaving a great number of dead on the field. 
The three Spanijh captams, and a great number of Spofdfo 
and Tlafcalan foldiers, were wounded, but few were flain on 
the fide of the confederates. Cortez being now m^after of 
the principal ftreets, took pcfleflion of a temple, which, from 
its height, commanded a view of the whole city and lake^ 
Here he placed a garrifon, with orders to keep continual 
watch,' and obferve the motions of the enemy ; a precaution 
that foon appeared neceflary. At the clofe of the evening 
two thoufand canoes were feen advancing with all the fp^^^ 

they 
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^ey could make. The guards were immediately doubled^ 
md every meafure was taken to give the Mexicans a warm 
reception. They landed in the morning at a confiderable 
liftaoce. Cwtez advanced againft them with the bulk of the 
^nfederate^army ; and the enemy, who were fifteen thou* - 
Itnd men ftrong, did not decline the combat; but the re* 
Iftahce they made was fo faint, and their flight fo fudden, 
ihat the advantage gained by Cortex fcarce merited the name 
9f a vidory. Four days after this the confederates continu- 
ed in SacbimlUo for the recovery of their wounded ; half the 
Ibrces always continuing under arms, upon account of th^ 
{kcility with which they might be attacked on the fide of 
iiimo. Having now made fufficient obfervations, and the 
prounded being in a condition to travel, he began his retreat 
br Tezeucoy and compleated it without much difficulty, 
ttough the enemy did not fail to throw obflru£tions in his 

I By the time the expedition tp SachlmiUo was finiihed> the Atvnffi'" 
rigantines were in readinefs, and the canals to the lake fuf- racy dt/c9^ 
cicntly widened to receive vefTels of much greater bulk, vered. 
Every preparation for the fiege went on with alacrity j and 
he caziques, in the confederacy, were required to attend^ 
R^ith all their forces, on a day appointed, at the head-quar- ' 
ters. While his whole thoughts were occupied with this im- 
portant enterpVife, an accident happened that gave much 
Erouble, and required the exertion of all his condu6l and 
Wour. A foldier, who had been long in his fervice, came 
p> him, full of concern, and defiring to fpeak with him in 
9ri\ratc, revealed the whole fecret of a confpiracy formed to 
Wee away the general's life, and alfo to murder, or confine, - 
^principal S^^m^^captains. In this plot the Indians had 
»ofhare|^it was firfk projected hy Antonio de Villafahrai a 
^flw^ foldier, whofe intention was originally no more than 
toefcape from an enterprife, the difficulties of which ap« 
pwred to him infuperablc. He foon communicated his kti'- 
tJaaents to his companions, who readily embraced them, 
formed thcmfelves into a fadion, and immediately proceeded 
*°*^angerous refolutions. They blamed the general for his 
^oftinate purfuit of a conquefl that muft terminate in his de- 
wuQion ; declaring, they would not facnfice the^r lives in 
JJtnplaifance to a man who was intoxicated with ambition. 
*»'therto their defign was only to withdraw themfelves from 
jjearmy; but the impoffibility of procuring fhips .it Vera 
^'■^j to tranfport them to C?^^^, without a paflportfrom the 
|J'^'^'"*'> occurring, they refolved to conquer this diiiiciilty by 
iuwding his blo<S. Afterwards they extended their plan, 

and 
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and thought it necefTary to kill the chief captains, and tbdi 
to ele£l: a general, who would be lefs fanguine upon the ideal 
conqueft of Mexico, An inftrument was drawn up, where- 
by they obliged themfelves to ftand by each other, atnifol* 
low ViUafarra in this execrable undertaking. They drew 
great numbers of the foldiers to fign the writing; aol 
bad not the difcdvery been feafonably made, the contagion 
would have fpread beyond the power of any remedy. The 
perfons marked out for deftru£lion were the general, i)< 
Olid^ Sandoval^ Alvarado^ Tapia^ the hiftorian Cafiiik^ anl 
a few others. They were to forge a pacquet from Ver$ 
CruZy which was tp be given to the general while he was at 
dinner with his officers, all the confpirators going in toge- 
ther, under pretence of hearing the news ; they were then 
to ftab the dedined vidims with their poignards, and tQ 
proclaim liberty in the ftreets, which they io^agined woul^ 
be fufficient to engage the reft of the army in their caufe< 
^FrancifcQ Verdugo was thought to be the perfon pitched upon 
to fucceed Cortez in the command ; but as they knew him 
to be ftrongly attached to the general, and punctilious in 
points of honour, they would not acquaint him .with their 
dcfign,\ before it was fully executed. This was the relation 
of the foldier, who was drawn in to fign the inftrument, had 
been prefent at fome of the meetings of the confpirators, and 
now demanded his life and pardon as the reward of his fide* 
lity. Cortez^ attended by the two alcades, went immediatelf 
to feize ViUafarra^ whom he found in his quarters, in deep 
confultation with three or four of his accomplices. His fears 
fufficiently proved his guilt. Cortez ordered him to be pufc 
in irons, and his accomplices to be confined in another apart- 
, ment. Then he examined him in private, and extorted the' 

inftrument from him, together with a full difcoveryof the ul- 
timate intention of the confpiracy. The feizing of the paper 
left no room for doubt. ViUafarra was condemned the fame 
night, and next morning he was feen hanging over the win- 
dow of his own quarters. It was matter of grief and aftonifc- 
ment to the general, to fee fo long a lift of foldiers who vftK 
engaged in this plot ; but this was not a time to fatis^ juf- 
tice, at the expence of fo many lives, which were invaluaJ?lc 
in the prefent conjunfiure. He could not punifli fuch a 
number of Spaniards without relinquift^ing his dciignsupon 
Mexico 'i a ftratagem therefore was contrived to fatisfy jufticci \ 
and to avoid punifiiingthe guilty, without feeming to con- 
nive at the crime, or to be afraid of executing his authority. 
It was reported that ViUafarra had fwallowed the paper con- 
' laiiung the engagement and names of the conrpirators \ Cor* 
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^ aflcriibled his ^rmy, related the horrid defign artd execu*^ 
tion of Villafarra^ . and declared that he thought himfelf ex- 
tremely happy in not knowing whether he had any accom- 
j)llces ; adding, that he Only defited to be informed of any 
complaints, which his foldiers might have againfl: his proceed- 
ings, iin^e he was as ready to Jatisfy them, and corredl his 
faults, as he was able to execute the didates of rigorous jufticc, 
where the lenity of his punifhments made them lofe their in- 
£uen:e. Thi^ declaration, filled with feveral kind expreffi- 
orisand foothingprofeffions, gave univerfal fatisfadion; the 
confpirators TcJ oieing that they had not been difcovcred, an4 
endeavouring to cjfFace all fufpicion of their crime, by their 
/^t^re condujS"*, . The foldiers, who had been taken into 
ijuf^pdy with FiHafdrrd^ were.releaied, under preteiice. that 
•no evidence, appeared againft them j and thus Cortez, by his 
fpirited'and fenfible ineafures, iupprefled a dangerous fa6tiony 
and reconciled the minds of his foldiers, oi)ly by facrificing 
the firft Dto)G&Qv and chief inftrument of* the coiifpiracy* 
He likewife made ufe of this opportunity to ftrengthen. his 
authority^ by appointing a body^-guard of twelve faithful fol- 
dicrt, coipnianded.by an officer i a ftep which might, at any 
bther time, have; g^ivcn umbrage^ though it was now regarded 
as nccelTary, ..! ' * 

ScARc^ was this dangerous faction ruppreffed, when an* 
other accident felj out, that reduced C$rtez to great perplexi- 
ty. Xicotencaly general of the Tlafcalan forces, either upori 
foirie frefh difguil> or that he had not yet laid afide, his^ an- 
cient animofity, withdrew privately, from the army, with a 
body of men, whom he had engaged in his interefl. The 
general was informed of his retreat by the Tlofcalans them-*» 
ielves, few of whom approved of his conduit. This beha- 
viour of a commandefj fo confiderable among the Indiani^ 
was of the moil dangerous confequence, at a jundure wheii 
Cortez was entering upon an enterprlfe that required the ut- 
moft' unanimity. He was in great difficulties how to pro- 
ceed, and firfl refolved to fend feme of the principal Tiafca" 
Ian nobility to endeavour to perfuade him to return. This 
expedient.proved fruitlefs. XtcoUncal not only refufed liften- 
ing to their admonition, but he difmifTed them with a con*» 
temptuous anfwcr ; which lb enraged Cortez, that he imme- 
diately fent a party to take him prifgner, and to kill him if h0 
refitted. The latter was put in execution. Xuoiencal fought 
Obftinately, and was flain, his companions making but a 
feeble reiiftancc. Herrera alkdges, that he was brought 
back prifoner to Tezeuco^ and publickly hanged, by virtue of 
a power from the republic of Tlajcala^ to try, condemn, and 
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execute htm j if found guilty. We havefollcmedthetdii-- 
tion of ^ Solis^ as the moft probable ; it being unlikely that 
Cortez would venture to execute an IwUan of fo high quality 
among fuch a number of his countrymen^ who could not 
but refent the indignity of fo fhameful a punifiiment. 
Sie^i of These impediments being happily removed^ Cortez or- 
Mexico, dered the brigantines to be launched, and then reviewed his 
May 22, Spanijh army, which confxfted of eight hundred and feVenty- 
lix foot, ot whom near two hundred wefe mufketeers and 
crofs-bows, eighty-fix horfe, together with eighteen pieces 
of cannon, the three largeft of iron, and the reft fmall field- 
pieces of brafs. He had now likewife fufficient ftore ol 
powder and ammunition, and every thing elfe Which he 
judged neceflary to the fuccefsof the enterprife. He laboured 
diligently to get all things in readinefs. Onboard each of 
the thirteen veffels he put twenty-five Spaniards^ and tw^elve 
IruUan rowers, With one piece of cannon. Then hef tcfol- 
Vcd to poffefs himfelf of the caufeways of Ta€Uba^ ittapa* 
lapaf and Cayoacan; for which purpofe he divided his^rmy 
Into three bodies^ each under the condud of Aharado^ at 
Olidy ahd Sandgvalj affifted by proper officers. It is reported, 
ihkt the Indians^ who affifted the Spaniards in thofe three at- 
tacks, amounted to an hundred tboufand men; although 
'Cq/lillo reduces the number to twenty-four thoufand, with- 
out at all accounting for the great number who rendezvoufbd 
^t the head-quarters when the brigantir»es were launched. 
The attack on Tacuba was intrufted to Aharsdoy with the 
title of commander in chief in that diftrid. Sandoval hzd 
tharge of the expedition againft Itiapalapa^ with a fimilar 
title ; and the attack againft Cayoacan was headed by de OIH 
who had honours conferred on him equal to thofe of the two 
other commanders. As for Cortez himfelf, he took charge 
of the fleet, determined to make himfelf mafter of the lake, 
and to afSft at that quarter vrhich fhould appear to be the 
hardeft prefled. 

ALVARADO and de Olid marched in company to TadAai 
^ which city they found deferted by the inhabitants j the 
greater number of whom were gone to defend Mexico^ and 
the reft retired to the mountains, where they were forming 
a confiderable army, to proted the aqueduds Which caine 
from the mountains of Chapuliepeque. As the city Was en- 
tirely fupplied with frefli water by thefe and other conveyances^ 
the emperor had deftined an arniy for the defence of each 
aquedudt, as foon as he was informed that Cortez was rC" 
iblved upon the fiege. The two Spanijh captains led their 
troops againft the enemy, defeated them after a warm en- 
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J^gemeiit, and then deftroyed all the pipes, fufFerihg the 
bm wzUr tot^e its free cour(e, and difcharge itfelf in the 
Ijdce. Tib was the firfl ftep to the fiege of the capital, and 
it was iai|:^rtant ; becaufe the conveyances of water being 
cut cflP, thfe Mixkaiis w^rc forced to feejc it at a diftance in 
the bro6ki that ran frond the mountains, which put them to 
great ihcohveniehce, and employed a number of hands, tha( 
Inieht otherwife affift iii th^defeoce of the city. When this 
IwineTs was finUhied, Olid marched with hi^ detachment^ 
and took pojft at C^oncan^ as he had been direded by the 
general. His attempt on the caufeway would have been at- 
tended with^ difficulty, bad he not been alEfted by Cartezi 
who hadj by. this time, meafured -his ftrength with a vafi fleet 
biMexiwk catioes* The general was preparing to affift at 
the feveral attacks, when a fleet of five hioidred canoes, filled 
with the principal nobility^ tvas difcovercd, advancing to- 
wards hlm^ from Mtfcicoi followed by another fleet, fo nu* 
incroiist that the whole might amount to above foutthoufand 
Veffeis of different fi^es. Cortez did not.think it.advifable tp 
leave this formidable power behind, nor to decline a copfi- 
bat that w^s expected by the whole city of Mexico^ as ap-^ 

t eared by the crouds of people which filled the windows and 
alconies. His officers concurring with his opinion, he drew 
up his fquadron in form of a ci-efcent, that he imight extend 
his front, and engage with freedom ; and then advanced 
flowly towards the enemy, that his rowers might break iit 
Ivith greater ftirce Upon the canoe fleet, when they were 
within a proper diftance. It was perfectly calm at this 
time, fo that hb whole dependence in finking the enemy was 
upon the .vigour of his rowers ; but a breeze ffJanging up a-& 
ftern, Coriex hoifted fail, and bore down with fu<± irreliili* 
bie force, that the (hips overtiirned every thing in their 
courfe; while the artillery, fire-airmsj and crofs- bows, play^ 
ed with great fiiry, and extraordinary fuccefs. The nobles 
of MexizOi who led the van, made fome refiftance ; but 
the reft was ^ali diforder and confufion, the canoes running 
foul, and fbatterixig each other, to avoid being run down 
by the brtgantinest or funk by the attiliery. In a word, the 
itexicmis (uffeted a complete defeat, fome hundreds of eanoes 
vete deftroyed, and feveral thou&nd bf their people flain by 
thearms^ or drowned by the veiTels of the* Spainiardt^ who 
now gained the reputation of being invincible on the water/ 
dement, and rode triumphant on the lake, inful ting the city 
of jfe&jricd with impunity. 

After this vidory, Cortez refolved to proceed to iTAapa^- 
^% to affift Sandoval \ but a fleet of canoes having been 
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dtfcovered, making all po(BbIe difpatch to Cayoatan^ ht 
thought de Olid pight ftand in more immediate need of fuc- 
cour. In vain he exerted his utmoft endeavours to come up 
with the canoes, as a calm obliged him to truft wholly to 
his oars ; however, he arrived very feafonably to give dt 
Olid relief. That officer was engaged on the caufeway, and 
was obliged to make a front to the enemy that defended it, 
and to the canoes, who attacked him on each fide. He was 
on the point of retreating, and yielding up the ground he 
, had gained, when the Spanijh fquadron arrived. The Mexi^ 
caf2s had drawn up the bridges, towards the city, over thofe 
chafms by which the waters of the higher lake difcharged 
themfelves into the lower. • Behind the bridges they.had fixed 
planks, in fuch a manner, that they could annoy the Spaniards 
over the tops 5 and, in cafe they ihould be forced to retreat, 
they had raifcd farther obftrudttons, by trenches filled with 
water, which they dug behind, over which were laid loofc 
planks) that could eafily be removed after .they had re- 
tired. In this manner were the three caufeways fortified, 
and fiich were the difficulties Olid was endeavoyring to iur- 
mount. He had already made himfelf mailer of the firfl 
trench, from which he drov^ the enemy by his fire-arms > 
then filled it up with fafcines, over which the troops march- 
ed to attack the fecond trench. The Mexican canoes nour 
obliged him to a6l defenfivelyj but they were foon put in 
confuiion by the brigantines, who likewife played their ar- 
tillery fo briikly upon thofe who defended the ti-enches, that 
they fled in diforder to the laft rampart between them and the 
city. Night now came on, and prevented the confederates 
from purfuing their advantage, by falling upon the Mexicans^ 
who defended the laft bridge, before they had time to reco- 
ver from their pannic. However, they maintained the 
groiind which they had purchafed fo dearly, and next morn- 
ing advanced to the attack. They found the bridge fortified 
with fuch variety of ftrong works, and defended by fuch a 
multitude, that the enterprife feemed hazardous, if not im« 
practicable. Yet . the greateft difficulties appeared after they 
were engaged, and where a retreat would be difgraceful. 
The artillery from the ihips made dreadfql flaughter of the 
enemy; while de Olid was employed in filling up the ditch, 
and deftroying the fortifications on the oiufeway. When he 
had completed this bufinefs, he began his attack, and was 
feconded by Cortezy who landed with thirty Spaniards, and 
infufed fuch fpirit into the troops, that they drove the enemy 
before them into the city, gained the principal ftreet,. and 
forced a ftrong temple filled with troops, without a fingle re- 
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pulfc. Immediately that whole quarter of the city was de- 
fcrted by the enemy, .and Corte% had thoughts of maintain- ' 
iflg the ground he gained, arid removing his head-quarters 
thither from Tezmeo^ when he dropt his projeft by the ad- 
vice of his officers, who reprefented the danger to which his 
troops would be expofed^ from the perpetual attacks of the 
Mexicans^ and the difficulty of bringing provifion. It was 
the general fenfc of the council of war, that they ought to 
make their advances equally at each of the attacks, in order 
to divide the enemies forces, until all had carried their ap-' 
proaches into the city, and drawn fo near, that they could 
be mutually affifting to each other* Corte% felt the convic- 
tion of the arguments ufed by the officers, and immediately 
relinquiflned his own defign. 

After the troops were refrefhed, by refling a whole 
evening in the poft. they had gained in the principal ftreet of 
Mexico^ Cortex proceeded in the morning to Iztapalapa^ 
where he found Sandoval reduced to great extremity. H« 
^ was pinched within narrow quarters,, and in a manner be- 
ficged by the Mexican canoes, although he had defeated re- 
peated reinforcements (ent from' the city. In this fituation 
he was when Cortez arrived^ and played the artillery of his 
brigantines fo fuccefsfully upon the canoes wbiqh befet San- 
doval^ that they retired in the utitioft confufion into the 
canals leading through the city into the lake, and were over- 
turned by the preffing in of people from the banks, X^^^^® 
was fcarce any attempt made to refift the Spanijh fquadron ; 
yet the numbers that were droWned greatly diminifhed tha 
Mexican forces • 

CORTEZ now perceived, that it would be impoffible to 
ufe the caufeway to advantage, until he had deftroyed that 
part of the city Iztapalapa, which afforded a retreat for the 
Mixicqn canoes. 1 his would occafion fuch delay, as might 
prove fatal to the other attacks ; he therefore determined to 
evacuate this poft entirely, and fend the body of forces, under 
Sandovaly to fcizc upon Tapeaquilla^ where there was a caufe- 
way, lefs commodious for attacking, but more advantageous 
to the defign he now had of ftarving the Mexicans into fub- , 
million. 5^W<7^tf/ marched, as he was ordered^ and, on his 
arrival at Tapeaquilla^ found the place evacuated. Cortex^ 
who had efcorted him with the brigantines, fet fail for Tacuba^ 
where he found Alvaradg in pofleffion of the city, but 
Ikirmiihing continually with the enemy, that his lofs of men 
more than over-balianced the advantage of the poft. It was 
this which made Cortez ifTue orders, that all attacks ihould 
ceaie, and apply himielf to afTembling a fleet of canoes fuf- 
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ftc\tt\t to obftruft all convoys to the city. When he had 
colie£led the number he thpught neceflfary, -he manned them 
with Indians^ and diftribtited this reinforcemtnt among the 
brigantines, which he now divided into three fquadrong. 
From th.s time an entire flop was put to the infulcs of the 
J^exicans ; and the befieged found themfelves gre^t^y ftraiten? 
ed for water ^nd proyifion. To remove thcfc obftni^ns^ 
the Mexicans employed all their addrefs api] ingenujcy $ and, 
indeed, the variety of contrivances upon which they fiell, 
iufficiently evince, that the Spaniards had to do with afubtle 
^niemy, fruitful in ftratagem and invention. Perceiving that 
all their endeavours to fortify the caufeway^ were abortive, 
they fen^ by fecret and different paifages feveral canoes of pio- 
neers, to clear the ditches which (he Spaniqrds had filled up, 
that they might fall upon them with their whole force, whei^ 
they (ho^ld be pbh'ged to retire. This (tratagem not fuc- 
ceedjng to their expedation, they made perpetual Tallies in 
the night, and kept thp confederates in continual alarnO) 
with intention to attack thena with all their ftr^ngth when 
Stratagem they were fpent with fatigue* But the fcheme which mott 
Cj^'^f . difcovered their ingenuity, was that formed againft thcbfi- 
M^icans. gantines, whofe fuperior force they aimed to deftroy by fepir 
rating them, and engaging tt^em fingle. They built thirty 
of their large canoes, which the natives called [Mraguas^ of 
a larger fize, and ftrengthened them with great planks, to 
receive the fliot, and engage under fhelt^r. With this fleet 
they fallied put in the night, and took their ftation behind 
fhe reeds in the lake,- which grew fp high and thick, that 
they formed feveral groves impenetrable to the fight. To 
draw the brigantines into the ambufcade, they had provided 
fome canoes, laden with prqvifion, as z bait, and had alio 
fixed (lakes in the water, fp that the points w^re covered, 
\n hopes either to founder the brigantines, or entangie theip 
in fuch a manner, that they might be engaged to advantagie. 
Two of the brigantines being foon after obferved cruiting 
near this ftation, the Mexican^ put o^t their canoes, i)i order 
that the Spaniards might give chace. The ftratagem fuc- 
cecfded. The Sfamards^ who bad no fufpicion, purfued th<i 
flying canoes with all the force of their oars, fell in ampngft 
the hidden ftakes, and were; fo embarraffijd, that they could 
neither retreat nor advance, lyhen they faw the piraguas 
coiifiirig With defperate fury to fall upon them. A marp en- 
gagement now began; the Spaniard plied their mulkets 
^nd artillery v^ith all poffible diligence, whjlc the chirf en- 
deavour of the Mexicans was to board them,' in which they 
were always fcnled. However, all the valour. cf tkit SffffiA 
' * mariners 
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aariiiera muft have fiink under the weight of numbers, ha4 
not the Aiock of the cannon fomewhat dilengaged their vef- 
fels, which were afterwards quite cleared off by. the ende^ , 

vours of fome expert fwimmers^ who, by dint of flrcngth, 
and the affiftance of hatchets, removed the ftak^s. fieing 
now at full liberty, they made dreadful deftru£lion amonji; 
die enemy, funk and deftroyed moft of the piraguas^ and 
purfoed the reft as far as their own fecurity would admit^i 
The vi<9ory was complete, but it was dearly purchafed, at 
the experice of the lives of Barba and PfrtilfOf whofe yalouc 
contributed chiefly to the fuccefs. 

It was not long before; Corte% had an opportunity of re- 
venging the death Of thofe brave officers. Having received 
notice that the enemy had repaired their vefiels, and ftationed 
diem behind the reeds, in order to draw the Spaniards to an 
engagement, under the fame difadvantages as before, he re- 
folved to countermine their plot. Six brigantines were con- 
cealed among fome reeds, not far from where the, piraguas 
lay. One of thofe was ordered to cruize about, as if in 
fearch of canoes with proviftonf and afterwards to draw as - 
near the copcealed piraguas as was neceiTary to let them fee 
they were difcovered; and when they gave chace, (he w^s 
to make all the difpatch poffible to the place of the counter 
ambufcade. Every thing fucceeded to their moft fanguine 
expef^ations . The Mexicans gave chace to the brigantine as to 
afUre prise, and were fuddenly faluted with the artillery qf . 
the reft of the fquadron. Their attempt to retreat was now 
in vain ; the Spaniards poured in their {hot with fo much 
fury, that not a iingle piragua efcaped being funk Qr 
taken. 

Thosk fiicceifes, though no ways decifive, fcrved to atiir Corte« ' 
mate the confederates, and diftearten the enemy ; who, ac-««^« «- 
cording to the advices received from the city, were now re-'^^'''«'^ 
duced to great want of provifion. It was alfo reported, th^t^/P^^^^ 
the necemties of (he common people had rendered them 
clamorous, which Cort^ thought a fit opportunity for re- 
newing his pacific overtures ^ for though he bad the utmoft 
reafon to believe he fhould fucceed in the redu3ion of Mexi^ 
CO, yet, he was fenfible, it muft coft blood, and it befides 
grieved him to deflroy fo beautiful a city ; without which, 
he found, he (hould hardly be able to gain poiTeffion. /Some 
noWc Mexican prifoners were fent with the propofals, which 
were received, with more temper than was expeSed, by the 
emperor. It was afterwards afEirined by the prifoners, that 
he called a counciiof his principal officers and minifters, and 
Ilid before them the wretched condition of the city, the pro- 
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dfgiocis diminution of the number of inhabitants, the mur* 
murs of the people on their being reduced to fcanty allow- 
ance of provifion, the dellrudion of fo, many houfes and 
temples; in a woi'd, all. the confequence^ of the war were 
recited ; after which, he a(ked their opinion touching the 
propofals made by the Spaniards^ and exprefled his own in- 
clination for peace, as far as was confident with the cha- 
ra£ler of a prince of martial genius and invincible courage. It 
was the univerfal fenfe of the members of this council, that 
the overtures for peace oughtto be admitted ; but when the 
propofition was referred to the priefts, they oppofed it with 
the utmoft violence, fbrefeeing the overthrow of their temples, 
and of confequence the ruin of their influence ove^the mirids 
' of the people. They pretended to have received certain 
Itnfwers from their idols, which gave them frefli afiurances 
of vidlory ; which fo animated the council, that all, excrpt 
the emperor, changed their fentiments, and declared for the 
continuance of the war. Guatimoziny or ^uautimoc^ as 
Herrera calls this emperor, then declared, that although his 
own fentimeftts were pacific, he would neverthelefs give up 
his opinion to the clergy and council ; withal prohibiting 
any one from ever again prefuming to mention peace, from 
whatever confideration, on pain of capital puniihment* By 
this declaration he thought to animate the Mexicans to de- 
fperate efForts, and by that means bring the war to a happy 
conclufion, fince he could not efFe(^ this by the way of ne- 
gotiation. 

When the emperor'^ refolution was brought to Cor.u%^ 
he determined to refume his attacks by the three caufe- 
ways, and to carry fire and fword into the very heart 
of the city ; fending orders to his officers to begin their 
operations ^t Tacuba and Tapeaquilla^ while he charged him- 
felf with the neceffary approaches by the way of Cayman^ 
affifted by Chriflopher de Olid. During the celTation of ope- 
rations by land ordered by Cdrtez^ the Mexicans had cleared 
the breaches in the caufeways, and trtSted fome worki, 
which were now foon deftroyed by the artillery of the (hip- 
ping. They had, however, dug one ditch of fuch depth and 
•breadth, that it coft the confederates a great deal of trouble. 
The Mexicans had broke down about fixty feet of the caufc- 
way, to enlarge the ditch, which they filled with the waters 
of fevei al canals. The oppofite bank was covered with for- 
tifications. There a ftrongwork was raifed of timberSi 
covered with planks, with feveral rows of loop-holes, thro 
a trap, to ply their darts and arrows under cover, Thii 
work was garrifoned with ^ multitude of fcle^ troops s but it 
2 fco» 
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foon gave way to*" the artillery. The only difficidty was 
to bring the cannon to bear; for whenever that was effected, 
f fcry (hot broice the fortification to pieces. No fooncr had# 
Hcit Spaniards gained this breach and ftrong poft,«than mors 
obftruftions appeared ; but with fuch fury did they ply the 
^rtilicry, that the Mexicans were driven from all their 
trenches, and a fudden faintnefs, fbemingly the efFe£t of fbme 
new order, appeared in their operations. It was then Aip- 
pofed that the Mexicans were commanded by the emperor to 
prepare their whole flrength to attack the enemy in their re-;-' 
treat. Cortez fufpeded his intentions; but he. bad then 
fcarce time to return to his quarters before night, and yet 
found it impoi&bleto maintain the poiis he had gained with* 
out the moft imminent danger. After fetting fire to feveral 
houfes, to prevent their obflru<Sting his next aiTault, he be- ^ 
gan to retire, and was foon. alarmed with the (hputs of an ' 
infinite multitude, and the found of the facr^d trumpet^ 
which being permitted only to the priefls, intimated that 
fomething extraordinary was tranfading. The noife waa 
difmal and unharmonious ; but adapted to infpire thofe bar- 
barians with a kind of favage rage, that made them defpife 
life, through motives .of religion. Their van was com pofed 
of fclcft warriors, who fell upon the rear of the confederates 
^»ith inexprcffible fury, and vi^ere received with proportion- 
able courage by the fire-arms and crofs-bows, with Cort^ - 
at the head of the cavalry. The great ditch now flopped the 
retreat, and Cortez es^erted his utmofl endeavours to give a 
check to the enemy, until bridges could be laid over, on 
which the troops might pafs in fafcty ; but he found it impof- 
fible to prefer V9 order among the confederate Indians^ who 
precipitated themfelyes into the canal, in the greatefl con- 
fufioU) leaving the general and the Spaniards to maintain 
the engagement againft the whole force of Mexico. The Cortez is 
flaughter he made was terrible ; but the enemy prelTed onde/eatuf. 
undaunted, took forty Spaniards alive, wounded the greater 
, number, and muft have inevitably deflroyed the whole, had 
liotthe brigantines come feafonably to their relief, and car- 
ried off Cortez wounded, difappointed, deleated, and cha-? 
grined. It is affirmed, that fome thoufands of Tlafcalam 
periQied in this retreat, that a piece of cannon fell into 
the enemies hands, and that the Mesficans celebrated th? 
viftory the fame night, with great rejoicings, and the 
wcrifice of the Spanijh prifoncrs, the blood of whof^ v 

kaping hearts wa? fprinjclcd upon the altars of their horr 
i^Mi^ ;. , - . 
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Whilh the attack on the fide of Capaem tcrmmatrf^ 
in this unfortunate manner, the operations. of a fimilarn**' 
cure, carried on by Sandoval and Alvaradoy by the caufewati 
of Tacuba and Tapioquillay were not more profpefous, ai«' 
tiioqgh the lo6 was -not fo confiderable. Thef^aiuci' 
bridges, filled up ditches, drove the enemy from their po&tf' 
but vKxc fo vigoroufly attacked in their retreat, that twent^' 
Spaniards were killed or taken, fome thoufands of Iniiat^ 
flafin or drowned, and the two corps abfolutely defeateibr 
This circumftance extremely difpirited the troops, efpeciall^ 
as the Mexieam in this inftance appeared to be vifitorioosi 
^ without the concurrence of any accident in their favourf 
whereas C9rte% fuftained his defeat in confequence of JiiBsA 
de Jldardte the ^tttz{iixeT*8 negleSt of orders. As foon ai 
the great ditch-was carried, the general had given him direct 
lions immediately to fill it up 'to fecure a retreat ; but JUa* 
rati*B zxdour and fanguine expedations, that Mexico naiM 
certainly be carried at this afiault, looked upon the emplojf^ 
rifent deftined him as neither neceflary nor honourable, ^ 
a time when the reft of the army was engaged. He, there!* 
fore, advanced to the battle, and his negleA was not difco* 
vered before the retreat, when it was too late to repair |i^ 
error. Senfible of his fault, he now haftened to the gene« 
. ral, and offered his head as an. atonement for his crime; but 
• Cortez fatisfied himfelf witJi a fevere reprfmand, not chufiog 
to difliearten the troops, or deprive himfelf of a good offi- 
cer, upon account of an oVerfight arifing from excels o( 
courage. 
4rtijiee of The Mexicans were highly elated with their advantagCg 
Guatimo- and Guatimozin ufed every artifice to improve it, by weaken* 
^^' ing the enemy, and infpiring his own people with confi- 

dence. He fpre|id a report that Cortex was killed in the \^^ 
aflion, he fent the beads of the facrificed Spaniards to all 
. the neighbouring towns* that thefe proofs of his vidory 
might bring back thofe who had deferted him ( and he af^ 
ferted with thcr aflTurance bf fclf-conviftion, that the go<b 
being now appeafed with the blood of their enemies, hai 
informed him they would put a fpeedy iflGie to, the war, and 
in the fpace of eight days dcftroy all who negleficd thcfc 
warnings. At the fame time he employed a number of cnaifr 
faries in the Indian camp, who fpread thefe menaces qf^ the 
gods among the confederates, by which contrivance hefcc- 
ceeded fo happily in his defigns, that in the fpace of three 
fbe Indl- ^^^^^ Cortez found himfelf almoft entirely deferted, fcarce 
ans defers >ny remaining befides the officers and nobility. Even ^ 
from Cot'Tb/calans were terrified yyith the dre^cjful denunciation of ^e 
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^, and dilbanded, in order to^ avoid the coolequences of 
jieir wrath. ^ At firft CorUz^ was alarmed by fo extraordi-. 
^ry an accident, and defpaired of the fuccefs of his enter-, 
irife \ but ^hen he was mtade acquainted with the occafion, 
le fent their commanders afcer them to temporife with their 
'«a^rs until the time of the predi£lion £houId be expired, axul 
d»E Indians thoroughly convinced of the fallibility of the 
oracle; a contrivance which produced the eiFe£t« When 
die eight days v^ere expired, this ignorant people yielded to 
lerfaafion, laid afide their /ears, and returned with freih 
figour and refolutton to th^r quarters ; by which means the 
Kriny was greatly augmented, the fpirits of the people toolc 
|fudden turn, ^nd they floqiced jn fuch cro\#ds to the camp, 
|iat Cirii%y in a few days, found himfelf at the head of two 
|iii)dred thoufand fighting men. 

I HowsvBR, the Mexicans reaped fome advantage from 
flicir ftratagenA. They reduced the Spaniards to the necef- 
^y of fufpending all hoftilities, during which time they 

Kde frequent fallies, which extremely harraSed the enemy, 
: whhout being able to regain the pofts of which CerU% 
kad taken pofieffion* Hence the famine was daily gaining 

S}und, and Cortez was informed by the prifoners he had 
, cly taken, that the army was dilTatisfied, and the people 
«daccd to extreme neceffity for want of bread and water- ' 
They were forced to drink the bvackifh water drawn from ^ 
pits, which. produced a variety of difeafes, of which great 
jwmbers died. The inconfiderable Aipplies of provifions 
brought by the canoes were equally diftributed among the 
nobles, which became an additional fubjeft of difcontent. 
|n a word, they reported that the vulgar, in general, be- 
fsn€.fo clamorous, as to give fufpicion of their ^delity. 
|uch intelligence was of the utmoft importance, and that 
it might not be loft, C^r//z aflembled his officers to delibc- 
taic upon the meafures necelTary to be ptirfued in the prefent 
Ration of afFairs. In this council it was unanimo6fly refolved Cortex 
to continue their attacks, and pu(h bpth the fiege and bloc* ^g^tf 
kade. For this purpofc ftrong garrifons were to be- left at Z*^^-'^^- 
the head-quarters and pqfts, while the reft of the forces ^^^ ** 
Me an affault by the three caufeways, endeavouring to M**tcq, 
wite in the great fquare of Mexico^ where it was propofed 
toeftablilh a footing, and thereby prevent the necfffit-y of 
"Ways retreating to quarters. Water, provifion, and what- 
^ was ncccflary for the fubfiftence of his troops, where a 
scarcity prevailed, being in readinefs, the army marched out 
J^^tjuarters in three divifions, under the fame officers who 
W thp f<?ri|icr attacks^ repaired to their refpcflivc pofts oi^ ' 
* • the 
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tlie caufeways as be^^re, and were each fupported by a num- 
ber of canoes and brigantines. They now. had to difpute 
s(il the breaches again, as the enemy had drawn up the 
bridges, and ereAed new fortifications. The brigantinei 
plyed their cannon, and the foldiers kept iy> fo furious a dif«' 
charge of fire-arms and crofs-bows, that all thefe impedi^' 
ments were foon removed, the three divifions arriving about 
the fame time in the city. Here they feafily gained feveral 
ruined ftreets, as they were but faintly .defended by die 
enemy, who relied chiefly upon thofe ftreets where the topt 
of the houfes were ftrongly garrifoned, or rather crowded 
with foldiers. It was wonderful to obferve bow the tbreif 
feveral corps of the confederate forces obferv^d the fame re- 
gulations, as if they had been animated by one foul. AW 
though they had as yet no comm,unication, all contente(t 
j!^/z^/(/&^^themfelves for that day, with having got a footing in the 
41 footing city, and ufed their enaeavours to fortify quarters, in which. 
in the aty. they might reft with tolerable fccurity for that night, fully 
determined next morning to proceed in their attempt ta 
reach the great fquare of TlateUucoy which was the center' 
of their feveral expedations, to which they tended by difc 
ferent lines. / 

It was matter of furprife and difappointment to xht Mexi* 
€ansy that the confederates had made good their quarters in- 
the city. They had direded all their meafures to harraft 
them in their retreat, and thofe were now entirely broken 
and defeated. The rumour immediately fpread thrpugh the 
city, and every mmd was employed in contriving fome ntw 
refource. The nobles flocked in confternation to the im- 
perial palace, in order to prevail on Guatimozin to retire to 
a place of more fecurity ; but he pofitively declared that he 
would fhare in the fate of his people. Several expedients 
were propofed, and among others, that the confederates 
fhould be attacked early in the morning with all the power 
of Mexlcoy and, if poflible, diflodged ; a propofal that met 
with the emperor's approbation. Accordingly preparations 
were made, and, as foon as dawn appeared, the whole forces 
of Mexico^ in three bodies, began their attacks upon the 
three different lodgments. This was a definitive efF9rt, and 
every Mexienn determined to fucceed or to perifti in the at* 
tempt ; but they no fooner came within reach of the artil- 
lery planted in all the pafTes before the Spanijh quarters, 
than their refolution vanifhed. The cannon made fuch 
dreadful flaughter in the van, that it fell back upon the 
center, and threw the whole army in confuilon. Divert 
efforts )vere made to rally the troops.; but the confederate* 

' kept 
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kept up fo inccflant a fire of artillery and mufquetry, that 
It was impoffible for the Mexicans to advance near enough 
to employ their weapons. Thus wei:e they completely de- 
feated, without the lofs of a ilnglc man oh the fide of th|^ 
bcfiegcrs, Neverthelefs, the confederates Had fiill manifold 
iifficulties . to encounter. , For the fpace of four days they 
were in continual a£lion» difputing every inch of ground ; 
and beating the Mexicans from the trenches dug, and the 
Vofks cre£lcd in every ftreet j at the fame time they were 
Mcr the neceffity of fortifying frefli quarters for their. dcr 
fence in the evening. At lad, after encountering aMiiulti- 
i^city of dangers, and conquering an infinity of difficulties, 
Vdro Alvarado arrived in the fpacious fquare of TlataUuco^ 
where he found the Mexicans drawn up in battalia ; but he 
jEharged them with fuch vigour that they fell in confufion, 
abandoned the fquare, and retired to the adjoining ftreets* 
lie had juft pofleffed himfelf of a large temple in the neigh- 
Jjourhood, on the top of which he had made a fignal to his ' . 

firiends of his fuccefs, when Cortez and de:0Jid2^tnved with 
||^e divifion under their command, driving b^foris them a 
iifiultitude of Mexicans^ who now were enclofed between the 
Itwo corps of confederates, and fo warmly attacked m front 
^d rear, that few of them efcapgd. 'Not long after. S'an^r 
Mbrought up his divifion, and gave up the crowds. of Mexi- 
l^w he was driving before him to the fate of their country- 
^mcn, that of perilhing by the fwords of the enemy, by whom 
they were enclofed. The carnage was fo great, that feveiral 
companies oi Indians were employed the whole evening in 
clearing the fquare of dead bodies 5 and the Spaniards were 
ifcrced to keep the ftri6left wa^ch to prevent their allies from 
Running away with their wretched burdens^ in order to fcaft 
.dellcioufly on the human fleJh, according to the deteftable 
I Wes with which thofe favages celebrated their vidlories. Here 
urtez took up his quarters for the night, after having ufed 
i every precaution to defend himfelf againft the fudden attacks 
of an enemy now driven to defpair. 

; In the morning the troops were drawn out to renew the ^ , •_ 
•ttack, intended againft the quarter of the city, into which ^^^fr^ 
te emperor and court had retired. All the ftreets in that £^^^' 
«i8ria were feen full of arn^ed men, behind whom were a * 
g^at number of workmen diligently employed in ereding for- 
tincations, againft the laft misfortune that hung over this aU 
I fiJoft ruined city . Cortez d id not doubt but the Mexicans would 
I ^''PUte this laft ftake with obftinacy ; it was therefore 
aavifeablc, he thought, to fpare the effufion of blood, by 
'^^ewringhis ovcrturei of peace, at a juncture when he ima- 
gined 
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fined they would hardly be rejeded. Accordingly he dn 
out four noble prifoners to carrjr a roefla^ to the emper4 
and acquaint fiini» that the Spanijh geoeral was far from ( 
£ring trie deftru£tion of fo £ne a city, and would willii 
ly avoid (hedding the blood of a greater number of Mt 
tanSy provided they would Iiften to equitable terms of i 
commodation. This produced a fufpenlion of hoiiiliti 
the "eneofiy exprejEng the utmoft dcfire t6 forward a pa< 
cation. In the mean time Cortez employed himfelf in 
conooftring the ground, and viewing tho(e fortificatiai 
Ibe Mmums were ereding, which, after all their labour, 
found, muft foon yield to his artillery. Nor did he id 
with any oppofition, the Mexicans iignifying by Sheir files 
and ftiltnefs,' that the negotiation was popular. The ait vri 
"Which they endeavoured to difguife their ncceffity was ii 
teroatlLable. They took the utmoft pains to perfuade 
^paniardsj that although they were no way averfe to 
'peace in agitation, yet they were able and willing to pr 
cute the wan They -fent out fcveraJ ibldiers of gigasi 
^ture, to challenge aay of the SpamMrdsf or TlafialMs^ 
%ng^e combat ; and this praSlice they continued until ^ 
fo far roofed the indignation o( Mereado, a youth of feve 
teen, who afted'in the capacity of page lo Cottiz^ that 
flung himfelf into the canal, which feparated him frofni 
'Mexicans^ fwam to the b^ofite bank, engaged the cha 
Jenger, and dirufting his fwofd into his brea#, laid bi 
tiead on the ground, to the great joy of the SpanktrJsy al 
afloniQiment of the Mexicans ^ who beheld this exploit, ifl 
youth, as a fpecimen of the general valour of the enemy. 
After a fufpence of three days, during which a)l aAifl 
ceafed, an anfwer arrived from Huatimozm^ expreffing h 
defire to terminate differences in an amicable manner ^ whict 
however, proved only an artifice to gain time to purfucce 
tain meafures which had been proved in his council, 
was afterwards known, that he \\9A frequently aileitibled th 
n6bility to deliberate upon the anfwer be fhould rettui 
A majority voted for admitting the propofed treaty ; «nf ^{^^ 
opinion would have prevailed, had not the pf iefts again *' 
terpofed. They gave frefh affurances of vidory from f 
tended oracles delivered to them by their idols ; they *J^' 
a kind of fanatical fury in the breails of the council,^ 
calling this faufe., the caufe of heaven, and they pradifiv 
with the utmoft addrefs all thofe fi;auds by which the pK| 
ous impoftors of all hations are accuftomed to delude tht 
ignorant. Upon this, it was unanimoufly refolved to roBj 
every haaard in the profecutioaof the war, and immediately 
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b renew hoftilities, as foon as the piraguas and canoes 
jbould be provided to favour the emperor's retreat, in cafcp 
ht enemy fhould prevail. In confequence of this determi* 
lationi orders were ilTued to colled all the veflels iti MexicB^ 
b a bay of the lake that run in upon one fide of the quar-^ 
terbf tne city, in which the court at prefent refided. Corta^ 
bad notice oi the motions made to execute this order ; and 
judging of the defign, direded Sandoval to have a watchful 
Bye with the brigammes upon the bay. Then he marched 
brward to the enemy's works ; but the Mexicans had already 
ktceived orders to ftand on their defence, and they had de- 
wed the breach of the treaty by their hoftile cries, before 
tSpamards levelled aihot, or threw an arrow. <lortiz be- | 

m the attack* and th& courage of the enemry forfook them, I 

a perceiving the havock made among their wooden forti- | 

taeaom by the firft difcharge of the cannon. They had I 

Bagined thefe works were impregnable, and when they 
iwthem^attered in pieces, they were feized wirh dreaa, 
fed gave immediate notice of their fituationto the emperor, 
twas now ncccffary to have reconrfe tb artifice to gain time ; 
hktimffzin accordingly fent word, that they ftiould demand a 
irtey, vi^ich was done by figns, and granted without liefi- 
Ction, the general entertaining no dptibts of their fincerity 
account of their dcfencelefs fituation. Cortez gave them 
undcrftand by the interpreters, that whoever had any pro- 
"i to offet from Guaiimozinj might advance aind deliver,' 
in perfeA fecurity ; upon which four noblidC advanced 
die brink of the trench, and acquainted the general, that 
Ae fupftme majefty of Guattmozin bad deputed them, his feN ' 
WtB, to treat of an amicable accommodation, and to de- 
hand any propofals which the captain of the Spaniards had^ " -' 
ibofier, in order to report to his fublime highnefs the ar- 
iWcs of capitulation. The reply made by the general was^ 'Negotia^ 
Aathii only view was peace; and although he now had //^«j ©/• 
kin his power to give law to the refraftory Me^icans^ yet ftace, 
he was ready to renew the treaty- which thejr had wantonly 
Inoken. To remove all difficulties, he faid it was requifite 
ftat the emperor ibould either appear in perfon, or, at leaft, 
faw nearer with his council, the fooner to terminate fuch 
i^Nttes as might arife in adjufting their differences. He 
wed the ambafladors, that he would willingly agree to 
^diing that was not injurious to the authority of his 
f^ mafteri the king of Sfuiin ; and he promifed in the 
toftfolemn manner, that he would not 6nly caufe all hof-« 
^^ to c^afe, but take particular care that his royal perfon 

ihoulil , 
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fliould be in the utmoft fecurity, and treated with all the refpec 
* Gttatimo- ^^^ ^^ ^^^ exalted charader of an emperor of Mexico, For tbt 
aun'//o- fpace of four days Guatimozin continued this feigned nc» 
£rj. gotiation, until all the vefTeh were ready for his retreat; aoi 

Coriez was fo perfuaded of his. fincerity, that he made fomc 
preparations for his reception. At length notice was brought 
of what was tranfacllng on the lake; and CorteZf nowXen^^ 
that he was the dupe of thefe barbarians, fwore revenge 
Order& l)ad already been given to Sandoval^ narrowly to watx^ 
the Mexican piraguas and canoes, and CorUz was purpolini 
to give the aiTault early next mornings Sandoval aded ii 
the mofl judicious manner. He kep^ out fmall canoes, hk 
among the reeds, to obferve the enemy, and wheii he re^ 
ceived advice^ that great numbers of people were iepn ^-^ 
barking in the canoes and piraguas, he advanced flowl][ 
with his fleet of brigantines, until he was near enough tai 
play his artillery : on the firft discharge of the cannon, al| 
the enemy's canoes, and fcveral brigantines, fell upon him 
with great fury, refolving to maintain' the figlit lentil du 
emperor had made his elcape. The nobles had chargc3| 
themfclvcs with this bufmefs ; and, indeed, they made defpe*! 
rate efforts in defence of their foyereign, attacking the bri- 
gantines with undaunted c6urage, not\^ith (landing' tfie ter^ 
rible havock made by the cannon. In the midit: of thi^ 
engagement Sandoval obkrvedf that five or fix piraguas, were 
making the bed of their way, wTih the utmofl: force 'oF bari,* 
from the Ix^ttom of the bay, and fi^fpe^JHng that the^.^rnpc* 
tor might be on board, he difpatched cajptain Garcia ie TIft\ 
The impC'^ guin^ with one of the brigantines, to take them with as litd«. 
tor taken damage as poflible. This b&cer executed his. orders widi' 
fftfonery^ punctuality, diredling his attack againff the foremoft pir^- 
«ff</Mexi-gua, which feemed to commarid the others; and he ha.d n^ 
cor/^;(<r^</.J)oner feized upon thi? veflel, than all the others lay upon, 
their ^ars, calliiig out not to fire, for that the roval p^rfoni 
of the emperor.'of ^fir/V^?. was' on board. To make them- 
felves'the better underftood, the creyv threw down their arms, 
and put on all. the appearance of fdbmffion ; upon which 
the Spanijh captain, and fome foldiers, leaped into the prjze, 
and fecured her. The emperor immediati:ly difcovere'd him- 
ftlf by the dignity of his manner. He got up, and advanced 
with an air of intrepidity, pfFt-red himfelf the captain's pri-. 
foner, and only expre/Ted his concern for the honour of hif 
royal confort, who thert accompanied him. He made a 
fignal to the other piraguas, and they inftantly lay upon 
their oars, ceafed hgftilities, and fubmiUed, When the no- 
bility. 
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blify, who were deeply engaged in their canoes with Sando- 
val^ and had undertaken, at the expence of their own lives, 
to effefi the liberty of their prince, were informed of the em- 
\ perdr's f;ite, they riot only furreniered without further re- 
fiftance, but befought the Spaniards they might be fent on 
board the fame veflel, that they might die at the feet of 
their fovereign. The fame happened on the (hore. Holgttin 
had detached a canoe to acquaint the general with his good 
fortune, the news fpread through the confederate army, and 
ifeized the Mexicans as if by fympathy j they deferted their 
|worb,,began difinal lamentations, and b^red (ubmiffion 
; at the difcretion of the conqueror. Two companies of Sfa^ 
\ mrds were fent to the banks of the lake to condu£t the 
ifflperial prifoner to the army; and orders were ifTued that 
I all hoftilities ihould ceafe, and the army remain in the pre- 
[fait fituation untii further diredion^. Corte% went out td 
[ neet the captive monarch, received hiip with the mod pro- 
I found reverence, and was aflonrflied at the magnanimity 
I ^hich that prince ihewed under the predlire of misfortune. 
^tVhen they arrived at the general's quarters, Guatimoxin and 
l^thc emprefs went firft into the tent, intimating thereby, that 
I tiiej had no reludance to their confirtenient. Both took 
I their feats ; but the emperor rofci up of a fudden, and defired 
Cortez t6 take his feat, telliilg him at the fatrie time by the 
interpreters, and putting his hand upon the general's fword, 
** Why do you hefitate to take away my life ? Prifoners of 
*• any rank are only a trouble to the conqueror. Lelf me 
* then, at once, have the fatisfa<aion of dying by yoilr 
•* hand, fince I have not been fo fortunate as to lofe my 
" life in the defence of my people.*'— ^Here his conftancy 
Jailed him, and he dropped fome involuntary tears, which 
Jrew the fympathetic dfops from the eyes of Corte% ; endea- 
vouring to fupprefs thofe tender emotions, he replied to the 
emperor, ** That he was not his prifoner, nor had his dig- 
•* nity fallen into fo inglorious a condition ; but that he 
*' was the prifoner of fo great and powerful a monarch, 
** that the whole univerfe could not produce a potentate 
•* equal to him in grandeur, dominion, or noble qualities. 
' " From him he might not only hope to regain his liberty, Anguft 
I " hut likewife the throne of his anceftors, with the honour- 13, 1521. 
; ** able addition of his friendfhip; and, until he could re-, 
" ceive his fovereign's inftru£tions, he fhould be refpefled by 
" the Spaniards^ and treated in fuch a manner, that he 
" ihould not be able to diftinguiih their fervices from thofe 
" of his own fubje<9s ;" a promife to which he ought to 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. T have 
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have adhered more rigoroufly, as it was made volunta- 
rily(A). • 

In this manner ended the conquefl: of the vaft empire of 
Mexico^ the whole depending upon the fortune of the fove- 
reign, and the capital. Some provinces Aill held out, l)ut 
we (hah fee how eafily they were reduced. The fiegc laftcd 
near three months ; it coft CorU^ the lives of near a hundred 
Spaniards y and an infinity of Indians. The lofs of the Mexi" 
cans exceeded an hundred thoufand men, at the moft mode- 
rate computation ; befides thofe who perifhed of difeafe and 
famine. Some thoufands of nobility were anpng the flain; 
but the peftilence and famine chiefly afflided the lower fort 
of people, who ate the moft naufeous food in their neceffity, 
and drank fait water. What greatly contributed to fpread 
' the contagion, was the intolerable ftench produced from the 
heaps, of corrupted carcafTes, all the flain having been hHp* 
cd together in empty houfes, that their funeral obfeqiiies. 
might be celebrated at more leifure. The women difplayed 
' all the noblcft qualities of the mind during the whole courfe 
of the fiege. They attended the fick, dreflTed the wounded, 
made flings, and other weapons, carried water from the moft 
diftant pits, and even fought occafionally with truly maf- 
culine valour. The city, according to Herrera^ was given 
up to be plundered, and the booty was immenfe, although 
it was fufpefted that Mote%uma% treafures were concealed. 
CorU% exprefled his acknowledgments to the Almighty for 
the fignal fuccefs of his arms by a folemn thankfgiving, after 
which the troops were led back to Cayoacan^ and the bulk 
of the confederates difmiflTed, with large prefents and ho- 
nourable rewards of their fidelity and important fervices. 
Many of the Mexican nobility were fet at liberty, and CoT' 
tez exhorted the inhabitants to a perfect reflgnation and fub- 

(A) Guatimozinv/zsz young bled Sitk Indian* la his air he 

prince of extraordinary quali- was noble and majeflic* pre(erv' 

ties, high births great courage ing even in his captivity fach a 

and ability la the art of war, dignity of carriage as command- 

although he was prevented by ed the refpedi of his conqaerors. ' 

the policy of his court from The emprefs was alfo young, 

leading his own armies in the but fo graceful in her manner, 

attacks on the Spantjh quarters, and fo lively in her mien, tbat 

knowing that the fate of the flie attracted admiration and re« 

city depended on his fafety. He verence. She was niece to the 

was tail, robuft, well propor- gxtzx Motexuma% and this cir- 

tioned, handfome in his fea- cum (lance more flrongly recom- 

tures, and {q fair in his com« mended her to the Spaniards. 

plexion, that he fcarqc refeoi* JDc Soizs, lih» v. cap. 25. 
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oiiffion, which alone would fecure them in all the privileges 
they enjoyed under the government of Guaiimozin. With Search af-^ 

' refped loMotezumah treaftires, the moft diligent fearch proved *fr *^f 
ffuitlefs. It was w^ll known that when Corte% refided in the i^^P^^^^i 
court of that monarch, he was poffeffed of immenfe wealth, ''"'^-Z*''^' 
which might have poffibly been now expended in fupporting,^"\^^g ^ 
the war, and preferving the fidelity of the provinces and no- ^j^i^ ^*' 
bility. This was a confidcratidn that never once occurred 
to the minds of the Spaniards^ who regarded the riches of 
Motezuma as altogether inexhauftible. Fully perfuaded they 
would become their own property as foon as Mexico was re- 
duced, they pufhed the fiege with redoubled vigour, and 
now were chagrined with difappointment, in proportion to 
their fanguine expedations. The foldiers cried out, that 
Guaiimozin had concealed the treafures ; and it was indeed 
affirmed by fome of the Mexican nobles, that he had often 
declared his refolution of throwing all his wealth into the 
lake, whenever he found refiftance would be fruitlefs, and 
Mexico lAutt fM. Many, however, fufpe£ied, that this de- 

: daration was ^n artifice, and fo impatient were the foldiers, 

; xhatCortez yielded to their prefling inftances, to bring the 
monarch and his prime favourite to a (Iric^ account. The 

\ ilatter was put to the torture, but confefTed nothing, cafiing . 
his eyes, as he was expiring upon the rack, upon his fove- 
reign, with all the expreffion of inviolable tendernefs and fi- 
delity, which fome conftrued into a prefumption that he was 
poffeffed of the fecret, but refolved to carry it with him to 
the grave. It was this fufpicion that produced the refolu- 
tion of trying the effedls of torture upon the monarch him- 
felf ; imagining, poffibly, that his conftancy might yield to 
the excruciating pangs of the rack : an adlion which reflefts 
eternal difgrace upon Cortez^ who had paffed his word for 
the enaperor's good ufage. It was piteous to behold the ef- 
fcfls which this unworthy punlfliment of her lord produced 
on the emprefs, which even mollified the hearts of the brutal 
foldiers, and drew forth tears of compaffion from the eyes of 
the general, who now ordered Guaiimozin to be taken from 
the wheel, after he had endured, without (hrinking, the ex- * 
tremity of pain. Cortez afterwards excufed himfelf, for this 
breach of his engagements, and a£l of barbarity, by alledging, 
that he was accufed-of being privy to Guaiimozin^s conceal- 
ment of the treafure, with intention to deprive the foldiers of 
their proportion ; a fufpicion which it was incumbent on him 
to remove. But the method which he took .to clear himfelf 
was by no means approved. The foldiers, who had infiftecl 
upon his making ftriwl inquiry for the treafure, now taxed 

T a him 
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him with perfidy and cruelty; they were moved wiAttif 
heroifm with which the monarch fupi3ortcd his fufferings* 
and glad to fhift off from themfelves the odium of To detS- 
able an adion, though at the expence of the honour of their 
commander. In a word, the glory of one of the noblcft con- 
queils related in the annals of mankind, was fulHed by ava- 
rice and cruelty; and the reputation of Cortez^ which would 
otherwife have been handed down to pofterity with untainted 
luftre, was greatly obfcured, by fufFering an aflr equally 
mean, fordid, and perfidious. 
V -It was now the general^s endeavour to reftorc peace and 
tranquillity in the new conqueft, knowing that the fecurity 
of the S^tf«wr^/f depended greatly upon the degree of cafe and 
felicity which the inhabitants enjoyed under their government. 
His firft meafure was to eftablifh a civil palicy, by appoint* 
ing alcades, regidors, and other magiftrates^ agreeable to 
Cortez the Spanijh conftitution. Next he determined to tranfmit an 
fends an account of his fuccefles to court* to exhott his m^jcfty to 
account of continue and confirm the new m'agiftrates in their refpedivc 
hufucceft employments, and to make grants of lands to thofe who had 
to court, performed the moft eminent fervices. Alonfo ffAvila and Ah^ 
tonh de ^imanes were the perfons feleded to carry thcfc 
difpatches, the king's fifth .of the booty, the prcfents from 
the army* and the private remittances of Corf ez to his father 
and other relations. Among the other prefents fent to th« 
king, to give him a proper idea of the importance of the new 
conqueft, vvras an emerald of prodigious fize, of a. pyramidal 
form, pearls of immenfe value fet in bfacelets, ring;^ 
^ jewels, and other ornaments, wore by the Indians ; a num- 
ber of gold and fxlver cups of curious workmanfhip, confi- 
dering the low condition of the arts in that barbarous coun* 
try ; figures of fifhes, .birds, and other animals, in folid gold ; 
vizors of mofaic work, infineftones; pidures of feathers; 
hiftorical paintings on cotton ; prieils veftments ; with an 
infinity of other particulars, valuable either for their Curi^Cty 
or intrinfic worth. The new magiftrates wrote a letter ta 
his catholic majefty, extolling the gallantry and prudent con- 
dufl; of their general, to whofe meafures^ they afcribed all 
their good fortune ; and Cortez himfelf fent a minute rela- 
tion of every particular, requefting that fonie perfon of abi- 
lity and integrity might be fent to furvey the wonders of the 
new conqueft, and make a juft report to his majefty ; and 
that a fufficient number of the clei'gy might be ordered to 
New Spain, to take care of the interefts of religion, and affift 
in the propagation of the gofpel. 

Soon 
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Soon did the fame of the ttAyxOXon of Mexico fpmad itkV Several 
(Knong the provinces, like tiie motion communicated to the fir ovinces 
waters of a ftagnated lake, paffing from the centre to x\\eAlfmitt9 
extremities in'circles, that multiply as they advance. Every *^/ ^P** 
longue fpokcthe praifesofthe 5ptf«/^i6, and their admira- "**^^^' 
lioa of the wonders they had wrought in the downfal of fo 
vaftan empire. The very terror of their name was fui&cientto 
procure the fubmiiBonof a great number of different caa^iques, 
of whom Cortez never heard before. A Spanijh foldier had 
been feduced by the Indians into the territories of the fove- 
fcigfi of Aiechoacanf where he was civilly ufed, and difmifled 
wkh fuch prefents, as induced Cortez to fend an embafly to 
that monarch, wfaofe kingdom was reported to extend near 
three hundred leagues, in order to obtain fome account of a 
country, which would make ^ valuable acceffion to the 
Mexican empire. Montano^ with three other Spaniards^ 
said about tv^enty Indians of the firft diftin6lion, were ap- 
pointed for this feryice. They fet out on their journey, and 
in four days arrived at Tuximaroa, a town on the frontiers of 
Mechoacan^ by the cacique of which they were treated with 
great refpe£k. On approaching the capital, they were met 
by a numerous and fplendid deputation from the fovereign 
ht^of Mechoacan^ who aflured them of his friendfhip and 
protedion, ont of regard for their valiant exploits, their con-? 
quefts over His enemies, and the great reputation in arms 
which they had fo juftly acquired ; however, when he once 
had them in his power, he altered his tone, queflioned them . 
with great (cverity about their intentions, and delivered them • 
ever to his guards to be facrificed to his gods. Influenced 
by the remonftrances and perfuaiion of one of his counfeU 
lots, he dropt this defign, and fent them away to Cortez^ 
with prefents, attended by an embafly of fome of the priAie 
nobility of bis court, a promife of fubjedion to the king of 
%»», and an afiurance that he would foon make his ac- 
knowledgments in perfon. The prefents in gold were etfti* 
mated at upwards of a hundred thoufand pices of eight, be- 
fides feveral valuable curiofities in feathers, ftones, and 
pieces of elegantly wrought and figured cotton. Thefe am- 
bftffadors returned with fo favourable a report of their re- 
ception, the courtefy and magnanimity of Cortez^ as well as 
Ae wonders beheld in the Spanijh quarters, of thunder, and 
other extraordinary particulars, that the king was more than 
tyer infla/ned with curiofity 5 however, prudence reftrained. 
hiscagernefs, and dctermmed him firft to fend his brother, 
to make fure of the good intentions of the Spaniards, At 
W be ventured in perfon upon the vifit'to Cayaocan^ where 

T 3 CarUZ: 
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Cortez at that time refided, and began his journey with a re^ 
tinuc fcarce inferior in fplendour to that of the emperor of 
Mexico, The ceremonies of the falutation were extraordi- 
nary and 'formal. The king never cbndefcended to addrcfs 
himfelf to the interpreter, but firft fpoke to his general, who 
reported the words to a perfon of inferior quality, and he to 
fome other in a fubordinate capacity, until after paffing thro' 
feveral hands^ they at length reached the interpreter, who 
explained them to Cortez* The king made a long fp^ch, 
' in which he acknowledged his vaflalagQto the king of Spain \ 
but no formal inflruments were made out, as was ufually 
pradifed upon fimilar occafions. He was treated with the 
moft profound reverence ; he made'prefents of great value, 
received fome trinkets in return, and then departed with die 
higheft fentiments of thegenerofity, genius, and valour of 
the ftrangers. 

Relying upon the king's proteftktions of eternal frlend- 
fliip and fidelity, Cortez detached Chrijiopher de Olid^ with 
' forty horfe and a' hundred foot, to take poileflion of the 

kingdom of Mechoacan^ in the name of his catholick ma- 
jelly, and fettle a colony at Knitzitzitla^ and was very well 
received by the monarch, and for fome time met with no op- 
pofition in founding the projefted fettlement, as he proceed- 
ed gradually in his endeavours to civilize the native barba- 
rians. It was the general's intention to open a way to the 
South Sea, for >vhich purpofe Olid had inftruSions to pene- 
trate into the provinces of Colima ; in which divers Spaniards^ 
who had been feat on the fame deOgn, were tnurdered, at 
the time when Cortez was driven out of the city of Mexico, 
• Gonzalo de Sandoval was detached with two hundred foot, and 
thirty-five horfe, to facilitate the fcheme, by reducing all the 
nations lying towards the north-fea^ in order to open an im- 
Efpiritu mediate communication. It was in this excurfion, that 
Saoto Sandoval built the town of Efpiritu Santo, Some difturbancci 
built. in the provinces called Mijieca^ obliged Cortez to fend Al- 
varado, with a party, to reduce the inhabitants to obey the 
Spanijh government, which he effefted ' by blockading an 
. army ofnatives within a fortified inclbfure of flone they had 
ere<aed near Ttzquintepec. Their fortification was faid io 
have been a league in compafs, and it required all the ability 
of the Spanijh commander, affifted by a large body of confe- 
derate Indians J to prevent the enemy from introducing pro- 
vifions. At lad he obliged them to furrender for want of 
water, after being reduced to fuch extremity, that they were 
^ forced to quench their thirfl with drinking their own 

U!ine» 
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urine ^. Upon the report of fome Spaniards^ vwho had been 
fcnt to the provinces of Tepecoantepecj and Zacoteclay on the 
South Sea coaft, Aharado was ordered to afEft the cazique 
of Tecoantepec egainft another neighbouring cazique. This 
fuccour was purchafed by prefents, and promifes of acknow« 
ledging the fovei eignty of the Spaftijh government. Jlvarado 
quartered his troops in the capital of his ' enemy, whom he 
made prifoher by a firatagem, rel^fing him afterwards on 
his paying a high ranfom. The country being rich in mines, Segura 
Alvdrado founded a colony at Tatutepec^ which he called Se-^uiit. 
gura^ intended for the fecurity of the province: it was foon 
after abandoned, in confequence of the private difputes of 
the inhabitants. Upon this the natives revolted ; Jlvarado 
again marched into the country, reduced them to obed^ience, 
and entirely fubdued the provinces of Socomefco and Guitt* 
fnala. 

Great difcoveries were now made in the moft remote 
provinces of the Mexican empire. Five Spaniards travelled 
through the interior countries, between the ridge of moun- 
tains and the north-fea, paiSng Xaltepeque^ along the foot of 
Chiapa^ until they arrived at Socomefco^ being about four hun- . 
dred leagues. By this means great part of the South Sea 
coaft was difcovered. Corie'j^ ordered (hip-builders to go to 
Zacotecia, to fet about equipping a fleet, which he deftined 
for the MoUiico iilands ; all the rigging, and other materials, 
being brought from Vera Cruz. Chrtjiopher de Olid, at that 
time with a party in Mechoacariy was ordered to a£ift in this 
bufin^fs ; and he fet out with his Spanijh corps, and a body of 
Indians^ had feveral engagements with the Catimens^ fuftain«- 
cd coniiderable lofs, and was forged to abandon the enterprife, 
until he could be reinforced, Sandoval was fent to his aiSft- 
" ance, and he was attacked by the Catimens before he could 
unite himfelf with the troops under Olid, The battle was 
obftinate and bloody, the Indians ' {ou^t with uncommon * 
fury and good order \ but they were in the end compleatly 
defeated, and fo weakened, that they fubmitted without fur* 
ther refiftance. A colony was founded at Colima^ and lands 
were divided among the Spanijh foldiers. 

OLID having ere£led a fettle men t in Mechoacany proceed- 
ed towards the coaft of the fouth, upon being reinforced by 
Andrea de Tapia, On his arrival at Zacoteclai he committed 
the charge of directing the (hipping to his colleague, and 
returned to Mexico^ to afSft in the expedition which Cortez 
. was meditating in pqrfon againft Garay^ who had now made 

^ Hs&R£RAj dec. ill, lib. i. cap. i. 
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another attempt to fettle in Panuco. The general began hi^ 
march with three hundred Spanijh foot, eigh^ horfe, forty 
thoufand Mexicans^ and fever^l field pieces. In his way hQ 
engaged the inhabitants of Ayotuxtetlatlan^ who, confident qf 
yi^ory, fell upon him with a greatly fup^rior force, and were 
defeated. -Not difpirited with this ftroke of adverfe fortune) 
they retired behind their lakes and inorafles, rejected all o« 
vertures of peape, and even deftroyed the meflengers fent 
with propofals by Cortex^ which obliged him to march to 
Cbila^ where Garays men had formerly been defeated, to 
afTemble fome boats in the night, crofs the river with a 
hundred Spanijh foot and forty hprfe, and endeavour to fail 
upon the enemy by furprife. His fcheme, however, wa^ 
fruftrated. In the night he found the country totally aban- 
doned ; but no foonef had day-light appeared, than hp 
was attacked with great impetuofity, by fuch a multitude of 
Indians^ as reduced him to as dangerous a fituation as be 
had ever experienced. He triumphed, however^ in the ifiiie, 
' by dint of valour and good fortune. The confederate A- 
dians obferving, from the oppofite fide, that he vpas engaged . 
with the enemy, crofled the river, fell upon the Panucans m 
Sank and rear, and made a dreadful parnage before they 
would yield the viftory. At laft, being entirely broke, the 
Panucans retreated with great precipitation, fufiering Cmi% 
to quarter his troops that nisht in a neighbouring town| 
where he foqnd the cloaths and arms of Garay^s foldiers hung 
up in triumph) and the ikins of their faces ftuck up to adorq 
the Walls. In proceeding to the capital, a body of the enemy 
lying in an ambufh, was difcovered by the horfe, andvigo^, 
roufly attacked. The courage and difcipline of the /W/<m; 
never fhone fo confpicuous as upon this occafion. They 
kneeled, fhot th^ir arrows, fought refolutely, and though 
their lines were put in confufion, rallied with the greateft 
exadnefs of the military art, ^nd at laft retreated in good or- 
der to the oppofite bank of a river, where they maintained 
their ground until night put an end to the engagement. Next 
day, however, they abandoned the country, fufiered xH 
Spaniards to range about unmolefted, and at laft to attack 
their capital in the night, which yielded after great daughter 
was made of the inhabitants. Iii confequence, all the ad* 
. jacent Country fubmitted, and Cortez founded the colony 
San Efta- named San Eftavan del Puerto, m the neighbourhood ofCbila* 
ydSi'built, This great town and Panuco he wholly deftroyed, in revenge 
foi^ the obftinacy with which they had been defended i or, 
as Herrera alledges, becaufe the inhabitants were Anihropo^ 
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%hagu fecri/iccd thVir prifoners, and fed ddicioufly tipoa hu* 
manfleft(B). 

From hence the general dtre61ed his courfc to Tatupec^ an4 
pther towns, wliich had rebeJled, and deftroyed all thecoun^ 
trjr that cof^tintied faithful to the Spaniartk. He vanquifhed 
the cnemy^ banged the caztque of Taiupecy and after re- 
ducing the whole terrjtory to obedience, returned triumphant 
pMexkoj where he applied hinnlelf diligently to repair th^ 
jSty, greatly damaged during the latefiege. We have already 
mentioned his having appointed magifirates, and formed a 
^ular government and police, which. he fent to be ratified 
by his catHpljc majefty. J|e now drew a plan of the city, 
divided the ground among the conquerors, allotted a partis 
cular quarter Tor the refidence of the Spaniards, and marked 
put places forchurches, markets, and other public ftrufiures. 
He furmounted numberlef? difficulties in the execution of this 
projed, fuppreffeda variety of confpiracies formed to obtain 
the emperor's releafe, or to murder the general. To gratify 
[ the Mexicans^ he committed the fuperintendency of building 
I one of the wards to Xtbtiara^ who had been general of the 
f imperial forces. To Pedro MoUzumay fon to the emperor 
: of that name, now baptized, he gave ih charge the dire£lion 
of another, allotting certain iflands and ftreets to other perfons 
of quality, to be^difpofed of at their pleafure. Chrtez built a 
magnificent palace for himfelf, the work went on chearfully, 
Wral thoufaiid hands were continually employed, the idols 
were deftroyed, arfenals were formed, and Mexico not only 
refumed its ancient luftre, but great addition of ftrength, 
beauty, and extent (CJ. 

It 

(B) This i^pedition ptit Con- Having built four ve/lbis in the 
tez to great expences. Horfes bay of Panama, Gonzalez fet fail 
^^enow become fofcarce, that on the 2fft of January \^zz^ 
two thouiand pieces of eight and coafling about an hundred 
weKgivenfor this animal. -- It leagues we(lward> landed with 
^s the fame with iron» and a hundred men, and proceeded 
• horfe-lhoc was valued at fifty up the country to Nicotaf where 
pieces of eight, an J cvtry iron the cazique made him rich pre- 
^l deemed worth its weight ia fents, and embraced chriftianity. 
toW. D^f. iii. lib, \. cap /iW. From thence he proceeded to 

(C) It merits obfervation, iVifVtfr/!?^««, the nion arch of which 
Aai while Cortex was thus em-: province received him with e- 
PW«d in Mexico, there were jjuai civility, having been pre- 
fflany coofiderable difcoveries judiccd in their favour by the 
"ttade by Gomtalez d'Anfiha, in loud report of the vabur of the 
we large province of Nicaragua. Spaniards, the fharpnels of their 

fwords. 
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Attempts It was about this period, that the comoiiiuon and impe- 
»fG9jiy rial grants made to Cortez by Charles V. came to his hands i 
defeated, in confeqaence of which he redoubled his endeavours to 
bring the whole Mexican empire under the Spanijh dominion. 
He was preparing to difpatch troops to the moft diftant pro- 
vinces, when another attempt made on Panucoj by Garay in 
perfon, obliged him to fend Alvarado^ with a fmall party, to 
that country, hoping that the certainty of the royal grants 
to Coriez would deter him from purfuing a defign expre% 
contrary to the emperor's meaning and intention. Alvarak 
.met with dc Avalky one of Garay^s officers, who was ravage- 
ing the country -, he laid before him the intention of his ar- 
rival, and acquainted him with the extent of the commiffioa 
lately received by Cortez; upon which they both agreed to 
pro&cute the public fervice in peace and amity. Garay was 
not fo fortunate as his officer. Having fenc fome of his 
people to found the inhabitants of the new colony of San 
EJia^an del Puerto^ he was invited thither, fet upon by die 



fwordsy and the docility of cer- 
tain warlike animals in their 
armyy by which was meant 
their horfes. This prince fol- 
lowed the example of the ca- 
zique of Nkoya, made prefents 
to the amount of twenty-five 
thoufand pieces of eight, and re- 
ceived baptifffl, together with 
nine thoufand of his fubjedls ;• 
on condition, however, that they 
fhould be allowed to dance when 
they were drunk, as being a 
harmlefs ^recreation ; , to make 
war upon their enemies, and to 
wear their plumes, military tro- 
phies, and ufual weapons. The 
cazique was very defirous, of 
knowing, whether the chridians 
had any knowledge of the flood 
^hat deftroyed the world, and 
was equally aflonilhed at their 
anfwering in the affirmative, as 
they were at his queHion. He 
whifpered tjie interpreter in the 
ear, afking whether thofe know- 
ing people came from heaven ? 
and whether they were not 
wafted upon cloudy ? Jfrodigioos 



prefents in gold plates w^ 
made by the women thatreceir- 
ed baptifm, that tender fex ge- 
nerally carrying fuperflition to 
the greatefl pitch of extrava- 
gance But the people did not 
long continue their reverence for 
the Spaniards. They were dif- 
gufted with their rapacity Aod 
avarice. The curioiity which 
they expreffed to know where 
the mines of the precious metal 
lay, .roufed their jealoufy that 
. they entertained dcfignsof fib- 
jedling the country,- andefta* 
blifhing colonics. The natives 
aiTembled in their own defence, 
they attacked the Spaniards, 
who were carelefsly difperfcd in 
parties round the country, fkir^ 
miflied with .foinc fuccefs. hut 
could not prevent them frof 
unidng, and retiring to their 
ihips with the prefents they hw 
received, valued at twelve 
thoufand five hundred and twen- 
ty-fopr pieces of eight in go^°» 
befides pearls and other ]e^d^' 

Ittdt0i 
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Indians and Spaniards in the intereft of Corteity and defeated, 
with the lofs of forty of his men taken priloncrs. Four of 
his Ihips were alfo loft upon the coaft, and the reft were one 
by one put by their commanders into the hands of Cortez. 
His aiFairs being quite defperaie, the finilhing blow was 
ftruck by f^allejo^ governor of EJlavan^ who arrefied Garoy^ , 
but releafed him afterwards at the interceflibn of Ocampo ; 
upon which he went to Mexico^ threw himfelf at the gene-' 
ral's feet, was pardoned, and treated with the utmoft kind- 
nefs and humanity. 

Every thing being fettled on this fide, Cortez bent his 1524. 
thoughts on finding a paflage from Honduras to the South Sea, ^he/ar^ 
fo little was the country kno\yn after the many expeditions ^^er aSi- 
made to it by the Spaniards. The command of this enter- «»'>^^'Ar 
prife he conferred on Chrtftopher deOlid\ who had, upon^^^^ 
many occafions, iignalized his Zealand valour, and eminent- *"^'*^*» 
ly diftinguifhed his good fenfe and fpirit. Five (hips, well 
provided, and five hundred Spaniards^ were aftigned him, ' 
'- with which he had orders to repair firft to the Havannah^ 
\ where he was to purchafe a great quantity of arms, provi- , 

fion, and other neceflaries. He was to proceed afterwards to 
Ybueras^ and there to found a colony. It was during his re- 
fidenceat the Havannah that he was perfuaded, by the friends 
oiVelaqueZy to throw o(F all obedience to CorteZy a;id com- 
mit the firft breach of that fidelity, yt^hich he had hitherto 
inviolably preferved upon the moft trying occafions, and a* 
midft all the viciffitudes of fortune. As to any private mo- 
tives he could have, they were never known ; but it is certain, 
that on his return to the continent, after building the town 
called Triumpo de la Cruz^ in the neighbourhood of Cavalks^ 
he openly avowed his intentions. Againft him Cortez fent 
Francifco de la Cafas^ who arrived at the new fetilement at 
the time when Olid had fitted out two veflels at the new 
I town Saint Gil Buewwijla^ one of the many fettlements 
already planted in this country by the Spaniards, At firft 
! the parties Cannonaded each other from their veftels, by 
which one of Olid*s caravels was funk. This obliged him 
I to make overtures of fubmitting to Cortez^ on condition that 
lieihould be allowed to keep his command. In the midft of . 
the treaty a tempeft arofe, Cafas*^ two fliips were driven a- 
ground, forty of his fpldiers drowned, and the reft, with 
their commander, forced to fave their lives by fwimming, 
*nd to throw themfelves upon the me^-cy of Olid. He treated 
Ac prifoners with fo much kindnefs, that moft of the 
foldicrs enlifted under his banner; and being thus rein-* 
forced, he made prifoncrs fcvcral Out^partics belonging to 
I CurtfZ^ 
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Ccrtez^ and among otHe;^, one very confiderable detaekr 
ment, Commanded by Giles Gonzalez. Neither gratitude 
nor honour could engage the affections of Cortex's foMiers 
who had enliiled with Olid ; it is probable they were infti- 
gated by Cafas. Firft they demanded th^ir difmiflion, which 
being put off under various pretexts, they broke out into 
murmuring, and at lafl formed a confpiracy, which proved 
fatal to the life of Olid. i{e was aflai&nated in a bafe man- 
ner, as the jufl punifhment of his perfidy to Cortez^ who haJ 
always treated him with the marks of the ftrongeft frieod* 
(hip. 

Some writers afcribe the divifions among the Spaniards^ 
Mexico to the policy of Charles V. who dreaded the ambition 
and popularity of Cortez* He imagined that his towering 
fpirit, the elevation of his genius, and the vcrieracion in 
which he was held by the Mexicans^ might ftimulate him to 
ufurp an independent authority over this vaft empire, ami 
throw off all obedience to the Spanijh crown, at that time 
rather fplendid^ than powerful, i^pon account of the difcord 
that prevailed among the different members of the widely ex- 
tended imperial^^dominions. Herrera inHnqates the jealoufy 
of the court, by obferving, th^t Charles paid little regard to 
the complaints of his general againft the mutinous ipirit'of 
his officers ; *' thinking it convenient that fo great a go- 
** vprnment (hould be divided," there being now little dan- 
ger that the Mexicans yfoisiM attempt to throw off the Spanif^. 
yoke. Corie% was preparing to fet out againft the re- 
volted Olid^ of whofc death he had yet received no intelli- 
gence, when a number of officers, appointed by the king, 
arrived iq Mexico, Jlonfi de Efpada was fent in quality of 
treafurer, one Aibernon came in the character of comptroller, 
Alernoz Chirims was infpedlor, and Gonzalo de Takzar took 
upon him the quality of fadlor and agent, employnjcnts which 
they began to exercife with all the petulance of office, mar 
king reformations in the lyhole ceconomy of Cortez, endea- 
vouring by ev^ry means to retrench his authority, and gfa^« 
his fpirit. They exerted thfmfelves tp fruftrate the expedition 
meditated againft Olid ; but Cortez purfued his meafures widi 
fuccefs, in defpitc of all oppofition, fet out with atiove a 
hundred horfe, a hundred ^nd fifty Spanifi foot,, and three 
tfaoufand armed Indians^ for Thueras. He was no fponcr 
gone, than the government, now lodged in the hands of the 
treafurer, and the other Spanijh officers lately arrived, fell 
into anarchy and confufion. Every man was eager to en- 
grofs more power than fell to his ibsre s and thefe magi/r 
tratei accorded in nothing buMheir enmity to Cfirie^ and a 

refolu^on 
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itrolution to plunder his houfe, and make their own' fortunes, 
upon a report that heperifhed in the atten^pt to reduce Olid. 
There was fomething unaccountably licentious in their be- 
haviour'. They fold off the general's goods, and thofc of 
bis principal officers, as if themfelves had been the neareft 
heirs, and they had been certain of his deceafe ; they even 
arrefted, tortured, and hanged the faithful Frederick Paxe^ 
the fteward and Icinfman of CorteZy becaufe they fuppofed he 
had concealed the general's treafurc. The treafurer carried 
fiis infnlence and Cruelty to fuch a pitch, that he ordered 
a Spaniard's wife to be publickly whipped, only becaufe 
ftc exprefled her fufpicion, that the report concerning the 
general's death was ill-founded. 

In this manner was Cortez treated by his ungrateful coun* ^S^S* 
txjmen at Mexico^ while he was hazarding his life, and fup- 
porting incredible fatigue, in the fervice of the public. He 
paflfed through a wild, uncultivated, defart, marffiy country, 
having, in the fpace of thirty five leagues, croffed fifty rivers, 
over which he laid bridges with infinite labour, and fubdued 
; Various n'ations, who had been feduced to revolt by the ciyil 
; divifiofts ahiong the Spaniards. After a viftory obtained ovef 
the lord of Patouchany he founded a little fettlement in his 
dominions. For the fpace of feveral months he traverfed 
1 barren countries, untrode by chriilian feet, fuffered all 
j the extremities of want, exhibited frefti and aftonifhing 
I proofs of conftancy an^d perfevcrance, built La l^aiividad on 
the bay of St, Andrews \ and, after pafling through the vaft 
traft of country between Mexico and Honduras^ returned a- 
gain to the capital. It appears from Herrerd's relation, that 
Coriez took with him the royal captive, Guatimoziny upon 
this expedition ; probabjy to prevent any defigns to fet him at 
liberty, during his abfence from Mexico,, This monarch ftill 
retained the ambitious notion of one day reafcending his 
throne, for which purpofc he was continually forming fome 
new confpiracy. At this junflure, when Cortez was pref- 
fed with the united misfortunes of famine, fatigue, arid HP- 
cafe, he fet on foot a projeft for murdering him and his prin- 
cipal officers, fending advice of his defign to hia friends irt 
Mmcdy that they might be in readinefs to fecond hi^ enter- 
prjfe. Happily, however, temorfe feized the.breaft of Mexi^ ' 
(otftny one of the coofpirators, who difcovered the whole af- 
fiir to Cortezy and at the fame time confirmed his relation^ 
by giving the names of all the accomplices. The general 
called a court-martial : the emperor, and his principal officers^ 
Wcictricd^ condcmed, and hangedjv with all the formalities 

which 
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which the fituation of the place would permit ; the credubm 
Mexicans perfuading themfelves, that he came to the know- 
ledge of their contrivances by means of a fea-compafs, which 
he always carried with him, and which he now made fubfer* 
vient to his policy, by cherifhing the delufion of the Indiam. 
It was 2Lt'Truxillo that Cortez was firft made acquainted with 
the difturbances in M^icoy the fale of his own effeds, the 
* death of his fteward, and the arbitrary condu£l of the new 
officers, with whom he had intrufied the government. No 
time was to be loft in deliberation ; he immediately ifiued out 
commiiiions to fome of his friends, in whom he had the 
greateft confidence, to fuperfede the prefent magiftrates, and 
take the government upon themfelves, until his arrival. 
Thefe he difpatchcd by a trufty Spaniard^ efcortei] by fome 
Indians. The arrival of »this meffcnger, and the certainty 
that Cortex was living, difFufed the utmoft fatisfa£lion among 
his friends in the capital, and confounded his enemies, who 
were immediately depofed and taken into cuftody, to anfwer 
for their crimes to the general. 

As it would be defcending to unneceflary minutenefs, to 
trace Cor^^z through every ftepof thisand other expeditions, 
made into the provinces, in order to accompIiHi the whole 
rcduftion of the empire of MexicOy wc fliall only obfewc, 
that the expedition to Ybueras was not finished before the 
year 1527. The next jear he found it advifable to make a 
voyage to Spain^ to folicit the court in perfon for move am- 
ple powers, to juftify his conduft from the afperfions raifcd 
by the malignity of his enemies, and to \)rocure a flronger 
curb on the feditious, headftrong humour of the inferior 
officers, each of whom afpired at being the firft in command. 
He was well received by the emperor Charles V. who created 
him marquis of Guaxaca^ procured him an honourable mar- 
riage, and conferred on him the whole vale of jtrifcoy as the 
inadequate reward of his eminent fervices; but, however, 
he fuffered Cortez to return the enfiiing year to Mexico^ with 
a very limited commiffion, which did not at all anfwer the 
purpofe of his application. In progrefs of time the marquis 
of Guaxaca loft all civil authority, a viceroy being appointed j 
but retained the dignity and power of captain-general. The 
conduft of an ungrateful court to him, was indeed fim^" 
lar to what was formerly fliown the celebrated Columlus. 
The very extraordinary fervices of both,* made them envied 
by the miniftry, and fufpefled by the monarch* When 
Mendoza came over to Mexico^ with the commiffion of vice-. 

rov, the government was immediately diftra^tcd by the oppo- 

fitiofl 
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fition between the civil and military officers. Like Cafar 
and Pompiy^ Mendoza could not brook a fuperior^ nor Cor^ 
tez an equal. He had conquered Mexico ^ and he reafonably 
imagined he (hould reap the reward, by enjoying the full au-* 
thorfty, civil and military, during life. However, he never 
once lofl fight of his patriotifm, nor fufFered private animo- 
fity to prejudice the fervicc of his country. He Went on 
with all poffible alacrity in reducing provinces, and making 
difcoveries in the moft remote parts of the fouthern conti- 
nent of America. He even co-operated cordially with his 
rival, in attempts towards the difcovery of a north-weft paf- 
fage, and likewife in the redudion of the provinces of Sibola 
and ^uivera^ fituated at the immenfe diftance of five hundred 
leagues from Mexico. A great number of expeditions were 
made to the northward. The Spaniards went to a country 
governed by a great lord, called Ticodntipe Cician Pipe^ who 
received them hofpitably, and fent ambafladors to Cortex^ 
imagirxing that he had dropt from the clouds, and believing 
his vefTels to be fea-monfters of an extraordinary nature* 
This prince greatly admired the Spanijh horfes and fire-arms J 
he offered them fifty thoufand men to afiift in reducing TaUpec^ 
¥?ho had declared himfclf his enemy, on account of his par- 
tiality to the Spaniards. In the year 1542, the marquis of 
Guaxaca refolved to make another voyage to Spain, in con- 
fequence of certain difputes with the viceroy, relating to the 
late difcoveries. His reception, and the iuccefs of his ap- 
plication, were the fame as before ; he was much refpeded 
and carefied by the emperor, who, however, artfully evaded 
taking cognizance of the difpute between the marquis, and 
viceroy, Cortez was too penetrating not to difcover the par-' 
tiality of the court to his rival ; however, he determined to 
extinguifh every fpark of fufpicion by his conduft. He re* 
doubled his affiduicies towards the emperor, attended him 
in the famous expedition againft Algiers^ charged as a volun- 
teer, was unhorfed in battle, and is reported to have lofl 
two emeralds in the field of immenfe value. This was the 
laft military adion of his life ; the remainder was fpent in a 
retired manner ; and he yielded up his laft breath at a village 
near Seville^ on the fecond day of VecembeY^ in the year 1554, 
in the fixty- third year of his age. 

Such was the end of this illuftrious conqueror, the great- 
eft hero, and one of the bfighteft ornaments in the Spanijh 
annals ; who, by dint of merit, ralfed himfelf from theloweft 
andmoft adverfe fortune, to the higheft pinnacle of wealth 
and renown, in ^efpite of the malice of public and private 
enemies.' Courage, magnanimity, conftancy, prudence, and 

deep 
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cieep jpolicy^ confpired to form the foldier and the ftatefma&i 
and if we find his charader ftauisd hy a few blemilhesy they 
^nifli liice the fpots on the body of the fun, before the n- 
diance of his glory. It would be unneceflary to dwell upon 
his pidure ; the whole feries of his condud, from his bit 
arrival on the coaft of Mexico^ fufficifently fpeaks his extra- 
^rdinar/ qualities ; to contrad the lineaments into mi- 
niature, 'would only fenre to weaken the diftingufflMfif 
features (D)^ 
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Containing the firji Difcoverj of Peru ; and the Pri^ 
grefs of the Ccnqueji of that Kingdom. 

Attempts \yl7 ^ '^^^^ already mentioned the intimations which Nu-^ 

towards r^ ne% de Balboa^ in his expeditions^ had ©f Peru. After 

the difcQ- this officer Was fuperfed^d in Ms command, and afterwards 

njery of put tq death by Feier Jrias d'Avila^ feveral attempts were 

PcfUi made to profecutc the enterprife, but unfuccefsfully. Tb* 

navigation fouthward, from the bay of Panama^ was at laft 

deemed impradicable, on account of the winds and currents 

^riving northward. ^ Hence the towns of Porto Belh and 

Panama^ fituated on oppofite fides of the I/ihrnus^ began to 

iourifti cactremely, particularly the latter, which appears to 

have been the feat of government, or at leaft the refidcncc 

of the governor. Early in the year 1526, Jrias made an 

expedition to Mtf^r^/kd, on-pretence that Jfi&r/r^«^iz5 0^cof 

' his officers, had revolted, although it was generally fuppofeo 

his intention was to oppofe Cortez in the redufiion of that 

province?, and prevent his penetrating farther to the fouth- 

ward. He khew he was to be fupplantcd in his government 

(Dj The reader may obfcrve have concluded the concjueft of 

that we have porpofely oinitted Pertif to avoid luterropting tb«f 

a viricty of expeditions men- narrative of hoftile tranfaftions, 

iioned in the Spanijh writers, and that the whble of the 5/fl* 

becaufe they were ncceffary con- nijh dominions in Amerita may 

fequences of the reduction Of appear under one uniform point 

Mexico, and would only fwell of view, which we imapn* 

the volume, without contribu- will have a better effcft onVit 

ting either to his inftru6tion or memory, than giving hiftoricaj> 

amufement. We now piopofe natural, and geographical dc- 

to defer the account of the pre- tached pieces, 
fent fiate of Mexico^ until we ' « 

' ^ by 
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fey Pedro de Us Rhhsy who Was daily expend froni Spain^ 
and he wanted to make a new eftablifhment independent on 
the new governor; Thus the difcoVeries fouthward were 
wholly abandoned ; hbWever J/rias had, previous to this un- 
dertaking, authorifed an enterpfife concerted by Francijc9 
Pizarroy Jtjcobo Almagrt^ and Ferdinando de Lugue^ of mak- 
ing difcoVfcries to the weft ward. It is fufficient prefumptioa 
that no opinion di th^ fuccefs of this expedition was enter^ 
tained, th;^ the governor ftipulated folr himfelf no /hare ojf 
the profits which might arife> as was ufual upon fimilar oc^ 
cafions (A)i Thefc three adventurers entered into articles PJzarro, 
never to abandon each other, br to be difcouraged by any Almagro, 
hazards or difappointmbnts, until they had fully executed and'Dt 
their defign pf difcovering and conquering Peru ; an agree- i-ugu*?* 
ment to which they fwote in the moft public and foTemn ^*ir^i?' '* 
: manner, each of them taking upoh him a certain depart- ^^ fxpedi* 
\ toent. In this triumvirate Pizarro jQione the brighteft cha- *'f'^/'' 
radcfi upon account pf the nobility of his birthj and the re- ^^ ^^*"* 
putatton he had acquired by former defperate and bold adions. ^* 
\ He ferved in ^11 the wars in the>ifland of Cuba and Hifpaniola^ 
and afterwards accoftipanied O/e^j to the guiph of Urabay 
I as hath already been remted, where he fav^dfrom deftru£(lon 
! the infaiit cotbriy of- .QaHen^ by his prudence and valoui^. 
He was one of the captains who ha(} the good fortune to 
[ make the firil^difcovery of the South Sea ; he attended Arias 
whetl he fettled the colony of Panama^ and Was employed 
by that officer in the redudion of Veragua. When he en- 
tered upon this enterprife, Pizarro ^zs in the decline of 
life ; his fortune was Sufficiently eafy to fit down contented j 
but he had a reftlefs enterprifing difpofition^ and eagerly af- 
pired at being the rival otCortez in glory. As to Almagro^ 
he was of ^b§fure bifth, but had raifed himfelf by his con-*> 
duft to* affluence ^and- confiderable reputation ; while the 
third partner in the expedition, Ferdinando de Lugue^ -was ^n 
ecclefiaftic, proprietor of the ifland of Tobago^ who had ^va-p 
ri^e and fpirit enough to embark his fortune with thofe bold 
adventurers. 

ThK' commiffion was no fooner granted, and the agree- pizarro 
ment between the parties finiflied, than two fhips wercy^/ jaiU 
purchafed, the command of one of which Pizarro took up- 

(A) Herrtra indeed alledges, ufoally affigned to the gover- . 
that Arias demanded to have nors (i) ; bat we prefer the au* 
that proportion of tjie profits thority of La Vfga, 

(i) Herrera^ Dec, iii. lib. iii. clitp i. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. U «n 
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oh himfelf, and fet fail frotxi Panama in die month of ^0- 
vemher 1525, having on board one hundred and foarteea 
Spaniards^ according to GardlaJ/i^ or eighty men and four 
horfes, if we chufe to follow the relation. of Herrera. It 
was matter of aftonifbment to fee perfons of difcretion and 
property embark their fortunes in an enterprife already 
judged, by repeated experiments, to be defperate ;. but our 
adventurers were not difcouraged. Arriving at Port PinaSi 
Pizarro Unded with his foldiers, leaving the mariners on 
board, marched up the country along the banks of the river 
Biruy in expe£btion of finding proviiions in the territories 
of the cazique of Biruquettay and .encountered all the diffi-> 
culties which the roughneis of the countjy, the wane of 
proviiion, fatigue, and heavy rains, could throw in his 
way* Neceffity obliged Pizarro to embark, though he pcfr 
fuaded himfelf that he was now in the fair tradt to Beru\ 
that the river Biru took its rife in that kingdom, and diat 
the dominions of the cazique of £iVi/^»W/^ bordered imme* 
, diately upon thofe of the Incas. He continued his courfe 
for ten days, every man on board being limited to two ears 
of Indian corn a-day, a pint of water, and fcarce any ani- 
mal food ; a fcarcity that obliged him to put to fliore at the 
£ril port, land with his foldiers, and fend the Ihips back for 
provifion to the Pearl IJkmdsy in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
noma. During the abfence of the velTel he was reduced to 
^^/- ^T ^^^ utmoft extremities, and forced to live on bitter palmetocs, 
trejs be ^^ ^ ^.j^^j ^f acorns, in cpnfequence of which twenty of 
*'" ^^' his people periflied. At lafthe met with/ome cocoa-nuts, 
and a bulhel of Indian wheat, which the natives had left be- 
hind. 'This was immediately feized as a treafure of inefii- 
mable value. In a word, the neceffity to \yhich the S^- 
niardi were driven, in this unhofpitable country, exceeds de- 
fcription ; hut they were fdop forgot on the return of the 
ihip loaded with wheat, animal food, and great abundance 
of fruits, root^, and pulfe. 

By this- time twenty-fevcn of the crew were dead, but 
Pizarra kept up the fpirits of the furvivors by promiifes, and 
vail expe£lations of wealth and glory. Again they all em- 
barked, with a full determination to proceed, and after fail- 
ing fome days, laixded in a bay, which they called Puerto de 
Candelaria. They marched up the country, perceived by 
the trads cut through the woods, that it was populous, 
came to a town which was deferted, by the natives, and here 
i^iet with great abundance of provifion, and a booty of fix 
hundred pieces of eight in gold. Afterwards they proceeded 



. njt/ent. 
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, by fea to a pbce called Puebh ^emadoy from whence the 
i kip was difpatcbed to Panama to be careened, Pizarro and . 
) his foldiers refolving to employ the intermediate time in dif-^ 
I covering the nature of the country. The natives aflembled 
I to oppofe theoi^ ^d placed centinels all round the Spanijh ^ 
quarters to watch their mocionS) in order to fall upon the 
oiit-parties. An aiflion was foop brought on, in which the 
Spamards loft three foldiefSy killed by the Indian poifoned 
darts, which (o elated them, that they attacked P/jj^rr^ with 
I great refolution in the town, while Mmtengro was abfent 
j with fixty men. They w<fre received with valour ; but the 
Spaniards muft have funk under the infinite fuperiority of 
\ numbers, had not the out-party returned feafonably, fallen 
i upon the rear of the enemy, and obtained a complete vie- 
i tory. Not many days after the fliip returned refitted^ 
bringing a reinforcement of men, and fupplies of provifion, 
to the great joy of the adventurers. They proceeded to 
Cbinchama^ and were there joined by Aimagro with another * 
: ftip, fi>^y-fouc Spaniards^ and abundance of arms, ammu-» 
nition, and provifion. Here frefli confutations being held^ 
I it was refdved their force was too inconfiderable, and that 
I Almagro, fhould return to Panama to inliff more foldiers^ 
j while Pizarro endeavoured to gain fome farther knowledge of 
: the country. It was not long before Almagro returned with 
! a commiiBon from Arias^ by which he was raifed to an equal 
I cooimand with Pizarro i this was an affront to the pride of 
tlie latter, but he then fupprefled his fentiments, and deter- 
mined to make ufe of the frefli fupplies towards promoting 
the end of the expedition. _ ' 

Sailing in company from Chinchamay they coafted along 
to a river, which they called St. John's. On the banks of 
this river they furprifed a town, where they found a booty of 7'^^ Spa- 
iifteen thoufand pieces of eight, with fome provifions. A niards/«^ 
new refolution was now formed to apply the profits of the/ome trea* 
expedition towards raifing a ftill more formidable armament,y»r/» 
for which purpofe Almagro again returned to Panama with the 
treafure. Piz^rr^ continued on fliore with the bulk of the 
foldiers; and the pilot, Bartholomew Ruyz^ was difpatched» 
with the other fliip, to make difcoveries along the coaft. 
He advanced to the ifland DelGaUoy difcovered the bay of 
&. Matthew^ and took a large float, witli a triangular fail, 
upon which were two boys and three women, who appeared 
to be Peruvians^ which afforded the utmoft fatisfaftion. 
iJajw proceedai on his courfe^ until he arrived at Di 
Rajfadjf under the line, and then returned to Chinchama. 

U a Thb 
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TrtE new governor, Pedro de hi Rios^ gave more court*] 
tenance to the enterprife than his predeceiibr. He affifti 
'Abnagro in enlifttng troops, gave him forty of the foldi( 
he had brought with him from Spain^ equipped him in evi 
lieceflary, and put on board feveral horfes, with which fi 
ply Almagro joined his colleague Pizarro. All now advi 
ced under the dire£tion of Ruyz to the ifland of ^ 
wheit a difpute arofe between the commanders, that hi 
moft blafted the whole hopes of the enterprife. 
infufed doubts, fears, and jealoufies among the troops, wl 
were all unanimous in returning to Panama ; but thefe mi 
murs we^e at length quieted, and Ahnagro once more 
patched to Panama for further fuccours. We are thus 
nute, only to (hew the difficulties which attended this 
undertaking, which, from a very unpromifing afp6^^^^ 
minated fuccefsfuUy, beyond the moft fanguine e: 
tions. All poffible care was taken to prevent th« ibl< 
from tranfmitting home an account of the unfortuns^'^ 
currences of the voyage, the ficknefs, and famine ihat| 
Vailed. f 

Defperati ^'^ ^^s frpm the ifland of Gallo^ that Ahnagro too]i;-|ft 
^ate of departure. Here Pizatro thought of remaining till W*,^* 
/i^Spa* turn ;' but perpetual rains pouring down from the heaves, 
niards. the great fcarcity of provifions, the difcontent which ap- 
peared among the natives, and the prodigious fwarmi' of 
mufquitos that tortured the foldiers, and ocafioncd ulcer^ and 
fores in different ^parts of their bodies, obliged him to^teake 
preparations for returning to the cotitinent. While he was 
thus employed, a veflel arrived fvova Panama^ with advices 
' from Almagro y upon which the people grew clamorous to 
return, obliged the captain to take them on board, and only 
thirteen Spaniards and a mulatto, remained with Pizarro. 

In all appearance the enterpHfe was now entirely defeat?" 
ed, Pizarro^s affairs appeared quite defperate; but he deter- 
mined to periih in the attempt, rather than return difap^ 
pointed in his expectations. Mean time fupplies arrived 
from AlmagrO'i who, incenfed at the defertion of the troops, 
immediately fent another (hip to carry oSPizarro^ with his 
few faithful attendants. Bartholomew Ruyz commajided 
this veflel, and he concerted with Pizarro to purfue their 
difcoveries, inftead of returning to Panama^ accordii^ to 
the intention of Almagro. Holding their courfe fouth-f^t 
they arrived, in twenty days, at an ifland on the cQ^|tf|f 
TumheZj and foon perceivrf they were come into a w« 
country, from the great number of bits of gold and 
which they found in the form of hands, heads, wot 
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breafts) and one filver pitcher, that contained twelve 
uarts. This revived their hopes, and encouraged them to 
urfue their voyage, in the courfe of which they took a large 
irky manned with fifteen Indians^ cloathed in tunics and 
, jantles, made of fine yellow wool. Next day they fell in 
y|th four more barks, which they underftood were deftined 
I an expedition againft the natives of Pfina. Piz^rro diC- y^^ ^^^^ 
iffed' the /niitfw after^the kindeft treatment, defiring they ulai-ds «r- 
^iitfould inform their caziques that h!s intentions were friend- ^i<2;^ 11/ 
,^ This produced the propofed efFed. The caziques mar- Puna. 
\«elling at what they had been told of the fails, the rigging 
ipi the Qiip, the complexion, the beards, and the civility of 
"'i^ Spantardsy immediately difpatched twelve floats^ loaded 
rjth all manner of provifions, and a lamb, fent by the vir* 
i of a temple, a prefent that excited aftoni(hment among 
Spaniards^ who little expected to have met with this fpe- 
of quadruped upon that coaft. An Orejany or nobleman 
J ^Peruy came on board himfelf, with whatever the country 
worded, A Spanijh foldicr had the refolution to land fingly, 
mti the fort at Tumbe%j and fufFer himfelf to be brought 
Wore the great monarch, Huayna Capac^ who treated him 
qjilly, and fent him back with feveral prefents. The fol- 
dier's relation of the prodigious wealth he had beheld was 
fo incredible to the Spaniards^ that they difpatched Pedro de 
Cmdiny a perfon of approved integrity, for further informa- 
tion. Candin was conduced to the governor of the fort, 
faw, with aftonifliment, the truth of the foldier's report \ 
fired his mulket, at the defire of the cazique, who was 
highly delighted with the novelty of the artificial thunder, 
and poured abundance of liquor down the barrel, faying, 
" Drink, fince you can vomit fire, and imitate the heavenly 
"thunder," Both La Vega and //^rr^r/i alledge, the Spa-* . 
mard. was ordered to defibnd himfelf againft a lion and tyger 
let loofe upon him ; that he fired his piece, and thefe wild 
beafis came tamely up, and licked his hands, to the great 
amazement of the fpedlators, who were then convinced that 
the Spaniards were divinities. He was difinifled, after both 
fides had gratified their curiofity, and informed his compa-t 
nions^ that he had feen a rich temple, built by Huayna Ca^ 
pac, dedicated to the fun, and inhabited only by two hiun- 
dred noble and beautiful virgins, to whom none of th« 
jMfaer fex were admitted, except on particular occafions. 
, ir ^1 he faid was treafured up fuch an infinity of g«ld and 
I j r, in curipufly wrought veflels, as exceeded belief. 
-r;^ fortrefs of Tumbez^ he faid, was filled wttk filver- 
'^T^i ^h who converted into wrought plate the taxes levied 
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by the crown-olCcers ; in a word, he fo inflamed the ima- ; 
gination of Pizarra and his crew, that they regarded this 
immenfq wealth as already within their grafp, and deter- t 
mined to encounter all poffible danger. It Was refolved to 
proceed to Paita^ whcrt Phcarro was informed there was a 
good harbour; and he accordingly run down the coai^othe 
. fcventh degree of fouth latitude (B), as far as where TruxiOo 
was afterwards founded. Pizarro would have purfued his 
courfe, as he found the natives received a favourable impref- 
fion of his people, from their behaviour 2Lt-Tumbez j but his 
crew being impatient to return to Panama^ he yielded to 
their remonilrances, from the confideration^ that what he 
had already difcovered would give fufficient reputation to the 
expedition, and that to execute his whole delign, a much 
greater force and more extenfive powers wcJuld be neccflary. 
Towards the dofe of the year 15^7, he arrived fafe at P^- 
namay after having fpent three years in a voyage attended 
with incredible hardfliips. 

The fuccefs of the voyage was related fo the partners iri 
the enterprife, and confirmed by the fpecimens of woollen 
cloth, gold, filver, and precious flones fliewn by Pizam. 
There were inducements enough to purfae the undertaking, 
but there v^rere lilcewifc impediments that appeared infur- 
mountabte. The three colleagues had exhauf^ed all their 
fortunes in the armaments already made; however, this 
difficulty was removed, by the great reputation whith the 
difcoverics had acquired, that enabled them to borrow mo- 
ney. No fooncr was this obftru<Sion conquered, than ano- 
ther no lefs important arofe. The governor refufed to re- 
new their commiffion, and they were now forced to fit down 
with their lofs, tantalized with the near profped of wealth 
and honour, or to apply to the court of Spain for powers, 
with very little certainty of fucceeding. This laft refolu- 
tion, however, was t^ken, and the event warranted the moft 
fanguine expeftations. Pizarro took upbn himfelf this 
Pizarro commiffion. He fet fail forQIdSpain^ was honoured with 
fits fail an audience of the emperor, related the dangers he had en- 
/«»rSpain^ countered in his tedious fatiguing voyage, difplayed the fpe- 
andrt* cimens he had brought of the produce of the countries he 
cei'ves had difcovered, and obtained the commiffion oi A^efeniado^ 
foivers 

from the (B) The rtn^tr, unacqoaint- oi Honduras and Camacon^ fouth- 

Pf^rff ed witii the geography of Jme- weft of the bay of Honduras. 

ticay will obferve rfiat a town of We have already wentioned that. 

this name ftands on the nor- Corti^% troops west dilfhisr. 

thfrn coaft, between ^e capes 

' ' W 



The Hiftory of America. i^$ 

or lieutenant of PerUy of captain- gen eral^ and gdvernor of 
all thofc territories which the Spaniards^ under his aufpiccs,) 
might conquer in Peru^ together with the rank and title of 
a nobleman ; for which reafon we afterwards find him ftiled 
Don Francijcoy by Gardlajfo de la Vega (C). According to this 
writer, the fame honour was conferred on Almagro^ whom he 
diftinguiflies cbnftantly by the title of Don Diego, Attended 
by four brothers ,^P/ztfrr« embarked at Sm//^, and arrived 
at Panama^ after a (hort and profperous voyage, where con- 
tefts foon arofe. Almagro refented his claiming to hinifelf 
the whole authority of commander, though he had been an 
equal contributor to the difco very, had fpent a large fortune 
in the fervice, and loft an feye in oiie of the fkirmifhes with 
6izjndians. JHe demanded at leaft an equality; and there ' 

was not wantirig bufy frienda to inflame the rifing animoiity. 
Mutual intereft at length filenced the parties, though it did 
not extinguifh the fparks of jealoufy. They proceeded in 
dieir undertaking, and fuppfeiTed, but did not forget their 
refentment. Two (hips well manned and provided, horfes* 
and all other neceffaries were bought up by Almagro^ and 
put under the diredton of Francifco Pizarroy upon that gen- ^ 
deman's transferring to him the title of Adelentadoy and pro« 
mifing to exert his intereft with the court of Spain^ to pro- 
cure a ratification of this aftignment. 

Having, by the intereft and influence of the threecol- He re- 
leagues, drawn together near two hundred men, znot^^t fums the 
veffei was added to render the navigation more commodious, expedition 
and Pizarro^ attended by his brothers Hernando^ Juan Gon* ^^ ?txM. 
zaloy and his half-brother Martin de Alcantara^ began his 
voyage towards the beginning of the fpring of 1530. He 
failed from Panama^ with intention not to touch at any port 
before he arrived at Tumbe%\ but meeting with adverfe winds 
and currents, he landed a hundred leagues (bort of this def- 

(C) This is all we find oppn during his life^ He was be- 

theaothority of GarcilaJJoi but fides entitled to a twentieth part 

Hm-^ra adds, that P/>;^r9> af- of the profits ariiiDg from his • 

ter the council had taken his re- conqueils> provided this fliar^ 

monftrances into confideration, did not exceed one thoufand five 

was not only honoured with the hundred ducats yearly. Alma* 

preceding honours and employ- gro was made governor of Turn* 

mentSy but allowed to build hex^ and raifed to the dignity of 

forts, and ereA fettlen\ents, a gentleman, white Zv^^v^ was 

where he thought proper, the recon^niended to the pontiff to 
government of tlneni to be in be made biihop of fumhez, and 
Eim and his heirs ; alfo » falary proteaor-general of the Indians. 
of a thouf^nd ducats yearly Dec. iik lib. v. cap. i. 

« U 4 tination, ♦ 
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tination, ddigning to proceed by huid,^ and feiid the fups 
hack to the fctclement. lo this inarch the SpaiiarJs en- 
countered numherielfL difficulties. Entering into a bama 
country, they were foon prefled with famine. - The wiy 
was rot^h and tedious, over mountains, rivers, andno- 
ralles. Floats were every day making with great labour aal 
fatigue, over which they pafled with equal danger and diffi- 
culty. Don FroMcifco Ptzarro was himfelf the fole guide 
and director, and indeed he conduced every thing with equal 
prudence and vigour* animating his people by his eshorti- 
dons and example, and bearing a principal (bare in vmj 
hazardous and laborious adion. ouch was his patience, 
humility, and perfeverance, that he often affiled in carrying 
the fick upon his own (boulders. After wading through 
unfpeakable hardihips, the Spaniards at length reached & 
province of Coofuij which Herrera calls ^mafue^ proceeded 
to the capital of the fame name, feated among die high 
mountains, found great abundance of piovifion, and a 
booty in gold and Ulver to the value of twenty thodand 
pieces of eight, and a great number of fine emeralds, maoj 
of .which the Spaniards deftroyed, by making injudicious ca* 
periments. Trying the haidnefs of the jewel, they ate r> 
ported to have broke in pieces turquoifes and emeralds of fbnc 
thouiand ducats value; an inftance of inconceivable igno- 
rance, in which they were imiuted by the foldiers of Pedn 
de Jharadoj who afterwards came into this couptry. The 
inhabiunts of the town thought it ftrange that the Spo' 
niards ihould plunder men who never injured them ; they ad- 
mitted them freely into their houfes, but when they lav 
them begin to pillage, they fled to the mountains. The ca- 
cique hid himfelf in his palace, but was diicovcied, and 
brought to Pizarroj who found fome difficulty in oonvindog 
this boneft barbarian that he had not violated the laws of- 
T.^r Spa- ^o^pt^>7* 'This indeed was an imprudent ftep, which en- 
niards fv- ^'^^^^ deftroyed the reputation of gentlenefs, lenity, and in* 
mii moaef ^^ci^X* which the Spaniards acquired in the preceding run 
so Pana- upon the coaft, and that could only be juftified by the ne- 
91a. ceffity they were in for money to raife further fuf^ifies. 

The value of twenty-four thoufimd ducats ' was now re- 
mitted in gold to AUnagroy together with fome emeralds of 
extraordinary fize and l^auty, among which thercf was one 
belonging to Pizarro of the fize of a pigeon's egg. Two 
Ibips were difpatched to Panama^ and one to Siovv^jfa^ 
while Pizarro remained fome mondis in the neighbourhood 
of Coaqui^ under the equinodial, expofed to the intempera- 
ture of the climate, the intcnfc heat by day, an4 thechil|io& 

damps 
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dimps lA the night. Gardlaffo relates'* that the Spans0rd$ 
were affli£led with a loathfome difeafe, which at fyit ap« 
peared in fwellings on the head and face* refembling wens, 
pr large warts, that foon di^efted, and dropt an iehor«k 
He compares this tumor to a.npe fig, fays that it was not 
always mortal, though great numbers died of the difeafe } 
and to confirm his report* affirms that hefaw three Spaniards 
at Cuzcp ill of the diftemper, who recovered. Beiides the 
unhealthinefs of the country, the Spaniards had other 
dangers to encounter. It was eafily perceived that the na- 
tives had not forgot the pillaging of their town, though they 
(lid not break out into open hoftilities. A Spanijb foldier 
dared hardly to (lir out of the town fingly and unarmed, the 
Indians having killed two who had ventured to roam about 
carelefsly, which obliged Pizarro to feize upon the perfon of 
the cazique. He reltafed him upon his promife to keep hia 
people within fubjedtion, and reflrain them by the laws of 
bofpiCality, which required that Arangers, who entertained no 
bad deGgns, fliould be entertained with civility j an argu- 
ment which did not carry conviction to the mind of the 
prince, although his circumftances required he (hould ap- 
pear fatbfied. Thefe things determined him to proceed to 
TumiiZf even before the return of the (hipping ; and it was 
on his march thither, according to Garcilajfoy that he over- ^ 
took a body of Spaniards^ under the condud of Sebajiian 
fittlakafarj and Juan Ftmandi%^ who came from Nicaragua 
to make conquefts in Peru^ upon the, report fpread of the 
immenfe wealth of the country. We are not told in what 
manner they traverfed this vafl extent of country ; it is pro- 
'bsble they came by fea, the march by land being next to im* 
pradicable. Sufficient it is for our purpofe, that both 
thoie officers chearfully united their forces to thofe of Pi- 
zarro, and putthemfelves under his direSion; fothat he now 
imagined his firensth was equal to the enterprife meditated 
againft the fort of Tumhezy and the ifland Puna. Thia 
fortunate reinforcement of upwards of thirty men, was pick- 
ed up in the province of Puerto Viejo^ from whence the Spa* 
luards fet out for Tumbez, 

Advice of all that was doing by the flrangers was regularly 
fent to Aiabualapa^ king of ^ito^ a province of the empire, ^. 
bcftowcd upon him as an inheritance, by his father Huayna Ca^ Vq *f '^^ 
p(u, with the confent of his elder brother Huafcar. Ey this v^^"® 
^imt jftahualapa^ whom fome call Atabalipa^ had taken "Po^/^^iJSw, 
bim the tuft, or tafTel, which is the badge of regal dignity in that //^^ ^ * 
country. He was fortunately for the Spaniards embroiled, at their pr^ 
(his jundlure, with his brother, which probably prevented his^r^. 

fendinj; 
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- ibnding an army agatnft tbem, as he exprefled great 
concern at their condud, and Pandered what could induee 
them to traverfe feas and lands^ encounter enemies, lick- 
nefs, and famine, merely for the fake of making difcoveries, 
and changing the religion of other nations, which was all 
they alledged for a motive. Pizflrr^meefing with no oppofitiOA 
from the monarch, advanced dirediily tb the ftrait oppofite to 
Puna^ and was preparing to pafs over, when murmurs broke 
dut among his troops^ who defired to return to Puerto Vug^ 
to found a colony ; however, he perfuaded them, with many 
arguments, of the bad confequences that would neceflahly 
attend their betraymg any fymptoms of fear to t"hc InAam* 
He reprefented Pum and Tumhez as the keys of Peru^ ex- 
tremely rich in themfelves, and the proper places for found- 
ing fettlements, in order to afiift and promote their future 
conquefts. Atlaflrhe prevailed, the foldiers confentiitg to 
make the experiment, whether the wealth of thofe places 
would anfwer the trouble of the conqueft. The illanders 
were at perpetual war wirfi the people of Tumbez^ and it was 
Pizarro*s intention to enter into a confederacy with them, 
the more eafily to efFeft his defigns againft the Puf^eji zni 
Tunibezans. The former were no fooner acquainted with 
the intention of tlie Spaniards^ than they turned into ridi- 
cule the fear and fimplicity of the Tumbezans^ for admitting 
fuch warlike ftrangers into their country; however, thcjf 
fent Pizarfo an invkatton to come over to their ifland; 
though their purpofe was* to deftroy his whole army, by cur- 
ing the joints of the floats upon which the Spaniards Wer6 
tranfpoTted. The cazique Tomala accordingly fent a great 
number of floats ready made ; but the diligence of the /«- 
i//^w created' fufpicion of .fome evil defign. The interpre- 
ters intimated their fears, and he prudently deferred his cm- 
barkationr, until his brother Htrnaruh arrived with tbere- 
rtiainder of the forces. This delay made the ca2ique impa- 
tictir, fearing left his defign (hould mifcarryj and toes^pe* 
dhe meafuresi he paifed over in perfon to the continent^ tt> 
pay his compliments to Plzarroy and endeavour to prevail oil 
him to accept his invitation without delay. He feertcd 
greatly aftoniftied when the Sp'i!7»]f^ commander taxed' him 
with treachery ; but as there appeared no fymptoms of guile 
vpon hw countenance, Pizarra^ to make himfelf certain of 
the inclinations of the Indians^ ordered fome men to get pp*- 
on the floats, and keep conftaiitly upon their guard, i They 
were fafcly wafted over to Puna^ and entertained with' 6 
much kindnefs, that it was foon believed the whole fufpfcteH 
was grouifdiefs. Nor is- it at airhnpoftblc that fear riiigHt 



The 'Hiftory of Kmtxxcz. 199 

bave ftxggefted that idea of treacberv upon this occafion to 
the Spaniardsy notwithftanding the cmpittes which afterwards 
enfued-wifh the iflandcrs. 

PIZARRO had brought with him to the ifland fcveral y^J* Spa- 
natives of Tumbez^ which gave great offence of to the Punefcy niaids rr- 
who conid not bea^ tb fee their inveterate enemies walking duit Puna 
about their territ6ries, under the protei^ion of the Spaniards. ^«^ Turn- 
It was this, according to feme accounts, that gave the firflr ^*^« 
difguft, made them ofFsr facrifices to their gods, and inter-* 
rogate their idols about the means of revenge. After long 
deiiberation, it was at laft concerted that tht Spaniards 
ftould be invited to a great hunt, where they imagined the 
fbangers might eafily be furprifed, and deftroyed. Notice 
was given to Pizarro, by his interpreters, of the confpiracy^ 
feme hints fehting to it having dropt from the natives. 
Someaferibe the difcovery to the TumBezanSy and others treat 
the wbol^ as a fidion, propagated by the Spaniardsy to apo*^ 
' logize for their unjuft attack, and perfidious breach of the 
rites of hofprtalfty. Be' this as it may, all writers ar^ 
agreed about the inuc; that he feH upon the iflanders, took 
their' fixteen cazitjues prifoners, whom he delivered over to 
their enemies the Tumbezansy rotrted the Punefe in divers en-- 
gagements, reduced the whole ifland, and acquired immenfe 
Dooty, of which his allies, the TumhezanSy had their pro- 
portion, (D). The misfortunes of the Pumfe did not 
difpirit them ; they were defeated by the Spaniards, infulted 

(I>) The Hland of Puna, tuation, hsd lengr praJBfed pi- 

ft^n<iing in this bay of Guaqwl, tzcy, infefting ail the coaft of 

in the third ^egrtfe of foath ia- Guaquilt and robbing the Tum^ v 

titode, cofiuined upwards of J^esuzivi upon all occasions. Thd 

tivelve thoiifand inhabitants^ war was carrying on with great 

though it was not fix leagnes in vigour at the time Fixarxo ar- 

diameter. la the divifion of rived upon the coaft, and he had 

the empire, between the two the addrefs to make his advan- 

fons of Huayna Capac, it fell to tagc of the enmity of the In-> 

thefliarc of the elder, Kuafcar, diam. The Punefe were cani- 

although Atahualapa pretended bals, their ifland was fertile, 

a right, as pari of his kingdom but the fcarcity of water rcn- 

of ^/Vo. It was this difpute dcrcd it unwhokfome, andintcr- 

whjch had now revived the an- lerablc to any bcfidcs the M- 

cient animofily between them tives. Prodigious quantities of 

Md the ttmhs^am, who had foft gold and filver were fcaurd in 

rediced them onder the domi* the temples, all which Pizart6 

MOD of the incas of Pern. The remitted to Paa^unuy to be em*. 

fmft, indeed, relying n^pon ployed in ingmeAiing ki»flidl 

m 99tttr^ %en jttb' of ch#k &• ^nd wnj. 
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by the Tumhezans^ forfaken by the inca, and their caziques 
were prifoners -, but they refolved upbn the boldeft efforts to 
extricate themfelves from thofe galling preflures to a free 
people, l^heir firft attempt was upon a Spanijh fliip anived 
on the coai() to attack which they Tent three hundred archers 
upon floats, while the refl; of the natives fliould fall upon 
'the Spaniards on the ifland. The attack of the floats was 
defperate, but fruitlcfs ; the cannon of the fhip having funic 
and deilroyed them, before they could reach within the dif- 
tance required by the archers. On fhofc^ their prcjeds were 
equally abortive. "^Phe Spaniard^ repulfed them in every af- 
fault; and drove them to the mountains, whence they made 
exdurfions, that rather barrafled the Spaniards^ than effected 
the. original purpofeof the revolt. And now their fchemcs 
were totally defeated by the arrival of fupplies, brought in 
two veflels from Nicaragua^ by FerSnando SatOy who was fent 
with men, horfes, and provifions, by Almagro. Upon the 
arrival of thefe fuccours, the refolution was taken of paffing 
' over to the continent, P/ztfrro relying upon the fricndfliip of 
the Tumbezam^ whofe aiFediions he imagined he had gained 
by the conqueil of their enemies, the fliarc of the plunder, 
and the Punefe caziques whom he had furrendered into their 
hands, as well as the prifoners of their nation be had fet at 
liberty, after they were long confined by the enemy, and in 
danger of being facrificed. He gave them notice of his in- 
dention ; and Garcilajfo alledges from Gomara^ that they put 
the meflengers to death. Herrera affirms, he had fo little 
doubt of their friendfhip, that he embarked a part of his 
people on floats, and pafled over without any previous inti- 
mation, which the Tumhezans refented {q much, that they 
feized upon the firfl: men who landed, condu6ied them to 
the town, pulled out their eyes, cut oflF their privities, and 
then flun^ them into cauldrons of boiling water, in which 
they periihed miferably. What motive could prompt them 
to this adi of violence, is not afcertained. Probably they 
cither dreaded the refentment of the inca, for entertaining 
foreigners, whofe views were fufpicious, or they apprehend- 
ed fharing the fate of the Punefe. All the floats were in the 
utmofl danger, the ftream being rapid, and the Indians^ 
who navigated them, treacherous. The greater part of 
Pizarro^s baggage was plundered; but he getting fafe on 
^ il^ore with the horfe, foon revenged the injury, fell upon 
the town, and made terrible flaughter of the inhabitants. 
A variety of (kirmiflies and battles were fought; but the /«- 
dimis perceiving themfelves worfted upon every occafion, be- 
g^ to entertain an opinion^ that the Spaniards were invin- 
'. . ciblei 



The Hificry of America. 30 x 

cible, that they were affifted by fome divinity, and that 
themfclvcs were guiltly of enormous crimes, in attempting .^ 
to oppofc the will .of heaven. Tbey^ now endeavoured to 
appe^fe the S^£r»/i?r^i by.immenfe prefents of filver, upon 
which metal they obferved they put a great value. One Indian 
in particular, of fome quality, entered into an intimacy with ^hn rg* 
the Spaniards^ and had fuch particular favour (hewn hiin,^f''^' f*' 
' that a crofs was put up in his houfe, to fliew that it was ex- ^^^*ionof 
empted from being plundered. He related marvellous ftories . ,^'^ 
of the wealth of the empire, and the grandeur of Cuxco^ *^^Pc ^^ 
refidence of inca Huafcar^ aflured the Spaniards of tbe facility 
with which they might effe£t theconqueftof the empire, amidft 
the prefent civil commotions, and fo inflamed the ambition 
of Pizarro^ that he inftantly fct out on a march to examine 
the country, and endeavour to reduce fome of the neighbour-r 
ing little princes. Firft, however, he difpatched a veflel to 
Panama with all the treafures found in Tumbez, to be laid 
out by Almagro as the former remittances weft, in iniifting 
men, and fending fupplies of provifion, arms, and ammuni- 
tion. The fovereign of Tumbez had taken refuge in the 
mountains, upon the late defeat of his troops ; and Pizarro 
laboured to get him into his hands, which was one of the 
chief objeds of his expedition. In this excurfion he reached 
the beginning of the great road of the inca's leading to the 
principal cities.; but his men being harrafled with fatigue, he 
was forced to return without fucceeding in any of the points 
propofed. Ftrdinando Soto was at the fame time detached 
with a party, with a fimilar defign. He marched as far as 
Caxasy faw many flocks of Peruvian jfheep, a number of 
magnificent buildings,, found fome bars of gold and filver, 
defeated the natives in battle, difcovered the great road call- 
ed Huayna CapacSj and then returned to TumbeZy where he 
joined Pizarroy who had finiQied his unfuccefsful expedition 
a few days before. It was after this jundion that Pizarrd • 
determined to found a colony among the vales of Tongarala^ 
to fecure his footing in the country, and ferve for a place of 
arms, retreat, and refrefliment. Accordingly he built the 
city of St, Miguel de Piura^ and appointed the foldiers leaft 
fit to endure fatigue as a garrifon and magiilrates, dividing 
among them the territories of Tumbez and Piura^ as a diftrift 
to the city, and the lands of the new fcttlemcnt (E). 

.While 

(E) Sf. Miguel was the firft did not continue long in that 
^panifi colony planted in Peru^ fiu<ation. It was found to l^e 
aow called New Caftilei bat it unhealthy, which obliged the 

Spaniards 
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Ci'vilwar While he was employed in the bufincfe of the colony, 

in Fern. ^ yarrous accounts daily arrived of the fortune of the civil war 
' BOW raging between the brothers Huafiar and Jtahualapa. 
Pizarro thought it neceflary to keep a ftriift eye upon every 
event, as great part of his hope was founded upon the in- 
teftine commotions of the empire, which would prevent either 
of the brothers from paying much regard to the accidental 
arrival of a handful of ftrangers upon the coaft. With this 
view his brother Juan was ordered to penetrate farther into 
the country with fifty horfe ; at the fame time he employed 
himfeif in making the neceflary preparations for following 

< this party, and in gaining^ the beft intelligence concerning 

the country, the cuftoms and manners of the inhabitants, 
their civil and military policy, method of fighting, power, 
. and the caufeof the prefent war, together with the difpofi- 
tion of the people in general with xtiptGt to the rival princes. 
He learned that Atahualapaj of whom we have fpoken, was 
much more popular than the emperor, though only a natu* 
ral fon of the late prince, by one of his concubines ; that in 
the wiirs carried on by his father he had fignalized his cou- 
rage, and gained the afFedions of all the commanders of 
eminence ; that he was politic, aiFable, liberal, and generous, 
by which means he had engaged a ftrong party to fupport him 
in difputing the imperial crown with his brother^ though 
he alone, of forty brothers, had the ambition or boldnefs 
to lift their minds to fo great an enterprife. In ^iio he was 
already acknowledged as inca ; though, by the emperor's 
will, this province was only given him as a fief and depen- 
dency on the imperial crown . Huafcar took umbrage at this 
prefumption, and after holding a council, fent notice to 
. Atdhualapa^ that he could not poffibly (hut his eyes to a con- 
du6i: fo injurious to his own perfon, fo dangerous to his 
crown, fo impious in itfelf, and fo contrary to the efl:ablilhed 
laws of the empire. He therefore requefted, that he would 

' defift from his ambittoas pra6iices, which muft neceflarily 

terminate in civil difcord, his own, and, perhaps, the ruin 

Spaniards to remove it from though the dimate be extremely 

TongataUy. to th^ place whore it dry, and the foil fandy. Vines 

now ftands, oearer the coaft, and figs in particular bear afto- 

andfarrounded by beautiful and niihiogly, aad two. crops of 

fruitful vallies, Thefe they wheat (hoot up every year, 

cultivated with great diligence. Formerly this vai|,ey was popu- 

raiiing great variety of Bur^t- lous, ^d the inhabitants inde- 

pean vegetables, which flourifh- pendent of the inca of Peru* 

cd as if in their native foil^ ifi?/', dec. iii. lib. v. fec.iii. 

of 
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of his people. At the fame time he levied an army, to give 
weight to his meilage, and enforce obedience. 

Little attention did Atahualapa give to a remonftrance 
v^hich he expeded, and for which he was prepared. Elated 
with his popularity, hurried vOn by his ambition, he thought 
probably of rivalling his brother, by building a city at ^U9 
equal to the imperial refidence at Cuzcoy and then he en- 
larged his views to the conqueft of the whole Peruvian em- 
pire. He began to found the fentiments of fome of the lejQer 
provinces, and finding them averte to every meafure that 
threatened to difturb the public tranquillity, he direded his 
march towards the capital, to meet his brother the emperor, 
to whom he gave battle with fuch fuccefs, as obliged Hmfcar 
to retire precipitately to repair and augment his fcattered 
forces. Upon this he proceeded to the capital, fub- 
duing all the provinces in his way. On his arrival at Caxamd'- 
ca^ he received a more particular account of Pizarro^s tranf- 
a^ionsi at Puna and Tumbez^ and therefore formed the refo- 
btiqn of remaining there with part of his troops, while the 
r^ were fent to give 'battle to his brother, who had again 
tiken the field with a frefh army. The tv^ro armies met ill 
the vale of Xauxa^ with nearly eqpal forces, each exceeding 
a hundred and forty thoUfarui men. The conflid was bloody^ 
aad victory, a fecond time, declared for Atahualapa, A third 
battle was fought with iimilar fortunes ^nd the emperor ^ 
was, foon after, treacherpufly feized in the heart of his ca- 
pital, and delivered up into thjs hands of his brother and 
rival. His wpmen were infamoufly and inhumanly treated^ 
his effects, plundered, and • his royal perfon thrown into a, 
dungeon. ^ 

This feries of profperity gave Atahualapa more time to re« 
flefi upon the arrival of Pizarr'a ; but when he was told that 
his troops did not exceed two hundred tain, he made light of 
; theafFai/y and thought it impoi&ble that fo inconfiderable. a 
]?pdy could ever give the leail fhpck to fo vaft an empire. 
Accordingly he contented himfelf with lending a|i orejon^ 
or nobleman of his court, to dive into the dcfigi^s of th^ 
^pmardjj iov which purpofe that nobleman employed a 
number ofemifTaries in Tumhz, Such was the fituationof j.,^. 
the empire, when Pizarro departed from St. Migml on the 
fourth of September^ on his way to Cifscamka^ at the diftance 
of twelve days JQu/ney (F). Floats were prepared for cro:f- 

(F) We fin^ this city vari- by Herfera and moft modern 
ouily wrote hy l^e Spfinjjh hifto- geographers ; ' but Garcilajjo 
Ws> Jt is called Caxamaica conllantly wrices ic CaJ}am(^fca^ 
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fing the river, in three days he came up with an ofiicer ii8 
had fent with a detachment to reducethe cazique, or Caraett, 
of f tufa. In the vale of this name, Pizarro continued, for 
ten days, making the necelTary proviiion for his march, and 
procuring the beft intelligence poffible of the progtefs and 
ftrength of Atabualapa. Before he renewed his march, a 

ireneral nt^ufter was made of the forces, which amounted to 
ixty-feven horfe, and a hundred and ten foot^ of whom nine 
returned to fort St. Miguelj on Pizarro*s declaring,- at the 
bead of the arfny, that all who had no inclination to proceed 
ihould have lands affigned them ill the new colony, for that 
he repofed more confidence in the valour of a few, than in 
the Ihew of a number. So bold a declafatidh gave PizarrS 
great reputation with the (bldiers ; and he well knew how 
to make his advantage' of his chafa£ter^ to'ftrengtheft hit 
own authority, aiid raife the hopes of his people. 
Pizarro His affairs being thus adjufted, Pizarro boldly advanced 
advances through a hoftile country altogether unknown* to him, with 
tnt9?ePAs jiii the caution required in fuch critical circumftances, aiid 
foon reached the frontiers of the Curaca Pcfotri a powerful 
vafTal of the imperial crown, notwithflanding-he had been 
grievoufly opprefTed by the late inea, HuayndCapdc. The 
Spaniards^ upon his invitation, took up their quarters in bis 
town, and were kindly treated. Here Pizarr^^'gained better 
information of the ftate of the war, the vfftuatiort of the 
country, and every particular that could forward his deftgns^ 
Among other pieces of information, he learnt, that a body 
of jft(ibualapa*s forces lay at Caxas^ a town iii his way to Cax-^ 
timalca^ at the diftance only of two days journey. A captain,, 
i^ith a party, was detached before, to view the [dace, and 
endeavour to cultivate an alliance with the people. 'Pizam 
followed (lowly, and halted at a town called Zameny to wait 
for the return of the party. In five days a mefTenger returned 
from Caxdsy with the following relation, that the captairi 
had endeavoured to furprife the town, but found it unne* 
ceflary, the people being extremely civil ; that the inca's 
officer had received him in the moft cordial manner, and 
given him all the information he could require of the prefent 
condition of the empire, of which he muft be a competent 
judge, on account of his employment of colleSing the tribute 
in the different provinces : that this ofiicer related wonders of 
the wealth of Cuzco^ the metropolis, at which Atabualapa now 
refided. The captain had orders to rejoin the main body 
with his detachment, upon which Pizarro proceeded firfl to 
CaxaSy and then to Guacacamba, At the former of thcfc 
towns, firuck with the appearance of a large building, en- 

dofcd 
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wretched y\Q\m ; and in fuch reverence was this religidni 
ceremony obferved, that when facrifices were wanting, manj 
voluntarily devoted themfelves to the purpofcs of piety, and 
rejoiced at the happinefs of being cut in pieces by the facred 
bands of thofe minifters of fraud and itnpoflor, whoexercifed 
the hierarchy. Befides thefe fcenes of horrorj the length 
of the march, the heat of the climate, the fultry clofenefi 
of the atniofphere, the fcarcity of watfer, and the fometimes 
intolerable fervour of the fun -beams refleAed from the fand, 
prefied exceeding hard upon the Spaniards^ who were fupport-* 
ed only by the hopes of ending their toils in the utmoft 
affluence and fplendpr of fortune and reputation. After fur- 
mounting a , variety of hardlhips, Pizarro at length arrived 
on the banks of a river, the oppofite fides of which was 
covered with towns and villages. To prevent the Indiani 
from obftruding his paflage on floats, he ordered his brother^ 
captain Hernatido^ to fwim over with a party of horfe; at 
whofe approach the natives retired in the utmoft confternation9 
being equally aftoniihed and terrified at the novelty of the 
men fwimming over upon the backs of animals, whom they 

! raided in the water as if they had been canoes. Herkandii 
eized fome of the inhabitants in their flight, ahd by his dex- 
terous management, convinced them that no violence wat 
intended, and that they might fafely return to their habi- 
tations. Yet could he obtain no information, until he put 
one to the torture^ who then declared that Jtahualapa cxpeA'*, 
ed the Spaniards in a warlike^ pofl:ure. That his army was 
divided into three columns, each of which was determined 
to difpute the progrefs of the flrangers ; and that one corps 
Was at the foot of the mountain, on the way to Caxamakaj 
another on the fummit, and a third on the oppofite declivity. 
The Indian farther added, that the inca would now have 
Been purfuing the conqueft of the provinces ^ but that he 
thought it advifable to deflroy the Spaniards before their 
numbers were augmented, or that they had raifed a party in 
the country. Upon this information Pizarro made floatSj 
crofled the river without oppofition, quartered his troops in 
a fort of whith he took pofleflion^ and fending for the cu- 
raca, was told by him, that the army ^tCaxamalca exceeded 
fifty thoufand fighting men. The cufaca declared himfelf 
the enemy oi Atabualapa^ who had put to death four thoufand 
of his fubjeds, becaufe he had fupported his lawful fovereign 
agaiitftan ambitious ufurper. What the curaca chiefly la- 
mented was the lofs of five hundred women, violently forced 
from the arms of their huibands and parents, and furrendor- 

ed 
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loied with mud Wa]ls» like afortrcfs, be was informed tJiaiit 
i¥as the refidence of a great number of womin^ employed 
ia faimiing and weaving cloth for the royal aritiy, no males 
being admitted entrance. ^ In going out ol the . town, he 
perceived a number of men fufpended by the heels, and was 
told they were punifbed in this manner for prefuming to 
enter the female hofpital, which was deemed facred. In his 
tnarch he wa^ aceofted by an Indian of diflin^ion, who called 
bimfelf an ambaffador fromjitahualapOyprekntei bim with two 
cufis of ftone curioufly wrought, a load of a kind of perfumed 
powder ; and alTurances, that the inca defired nothing more 
than the friendfhip of the ftratigers, with whofe valour and he« 
toic qualities he was not unacquainted. It was not difficult for 
Pizarro to difeover that this Indian was fent ai a fpy ; but he 
di%uifed his fentiments, ordered him to be well treated, and . 
diimified with prefonts and proraifes of duty and refpe^ to*" 
wards the inca. To keep the colony of St. ^guel in fpirits, 
be (ent back an account df bisprogrefr, and a prefent of the 
cups, and feveral pieces of beautiful wodleii and cotton 
cloth, finely adorned with flowers of gold and filver, charge 
ing the garrifon to live upon terms of amity with all the 
ftirrouhding Indians. Guqcacamka^ a day's journey froai 
Caxas, was a cky of more confequtiice, fecured and beauUn 
fied by a fine fortrefs built of flone, a large river, and a va- 
riety of bridges and caufeways* Through thefe towns paflcd 
the great road of the inca's, exceeding the diflance of four 
hundred leagues from Cuiuo to J^iiOf paved with the utmoft 
art, and fo broad, that fix horfes marched eafily a-hreaft. 
In every part it was fupplied with water, brought at a vaft 
expence in pipes from diftant mountains, 2tnd at the end of 
every four leagues Were tamboSf or houfes of refre&menc for 
travellers, fupportedby a fmall toll. 

It would icem that i'/xtfrr^ now quitted the great road 

l:^ading to Cuzc^^ upon information that the inca was at 

^^axamaica\ for we find him paffing through a defart, in which 

h" was reduced to the utmofl neceffity for water, before he 

f ached MoUx. The curaca of this town was now ferving, 

t the head of three hundred men, in the inca's army ; never- 

t elefs, the commanding officer in the town confented, that 

r > hoftilities (hould be committed upon either fide, and that 

i'?e Spaniards fhouldhave free quarters, to refrefh themfelvea 

: - r a day or two after their fattening journey. It was nutter of 

alonifhment and horror to Jr/z^rr^ and his people, to obferve 

t'le periodical human facrifices that were'oilered to the idols. 

^n a certain day in every month the faces of thofe fadfe deities 

were fprinkled withfrem blood, ifluing from the veins of the 

Mod. Hist, VoL.XXXVIII. X wretched 
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fd to gratify the brutal licentioufnefs of the conqueror's 
foldiers. 

PIZARRO found it ncceflary to refrefli his men in this 
friendly town, and employ the time in procuring ftill more 
minute intelligence. An Indian offered himfelf for this fcr- 
vice, jbut refufed to adl as a fpy. He faid he would throw 
himfelf At the feet, of the inca,» deliver any meflage the 
Spaniards thought proper, and bring back the beft informa- 
tion in his power 5 but he would not take upon him any 
employment that would injure his charafter, or fubjeft him 
to a violent and ignominious punifliment. The generous 
fentiments of this barbarian greatly delighted Pizarro ; ha 
believed he might fafely trufl: a man who had expreflfed him- 
felf fo boldly, and fo viriuoufly ; accordingly he difpatched 
him to Atabualapa^ to falute that prince in his name, to oiler 
him the beft fervices of the Spaniards^ and to fignify that they 
were in full march to have the honour of proftrating them- 
felves before him, and of meriting his. friendfhip; their fole 
intention being to light his enemies^ without injuring his 
fubjcfts. The Indian fet out on his embafly ; and Pizarro^ 
after having fully refrefhed his troops, began his journey^ 
and after three days march reached the mountain, where 
Atahualapa was faid to have a body of forces. He afcended 
the hill without any other oppofition than what he met with 
from the ifleepnefs and roughnefs of the afcent. At the head 
of forty horfe, and the bulk of the infantry, he quietly ap- 
proached a fortrcfs, feated on a high eminence, of fo diffi- 
cult accefs, that it was fcarce pofHble to advance yrith the 
horfe, the whole rock being cut in the form of an irregular 
fteep flair. Round the fortrefs was a ftone-wall built, upon 
the brink of a perpendicular rock upon every fide, except 
the pafs we have defcribed. Had the leaft oppofition been 
given, it would have been utterly impoflible to have gained 
poffeflion of this fort with double the number of men that 
compofed the Spanijh army ; and it was matter of great re- 
joicing, that a difficulty, furpafling imagination, ihould be 
fo eafily overcome. Here Pizarro halted for the remainder 
of his forces apd the baggage, forming to himfelf the mofl 
favourable preiages from this fortunate incident. All con- 
jeQured that the inca had no intention to treat them as cne-. 
mies, .elfe he would certainly have difputed this poft ; but 
it afterwards appeared, that his policy was to fufFer the 
\ Spaniards to advance into the heart of the country, that he 
might then have them in his power, without the poflibility 
of their cfcaping. 

X 2 While 
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He re- WHILE the Spaniards were refting themfelves on the tot» 

cii*ves an of the mountains, which they had gained with infinite la^' 
embajfy bour, an embafly arrived froni the inca, in confequence of 
frcm Ata- j^e meflage fent by Pizarro, The ambafiador had a pretty 
hualapa. numerous retinue : he prefented the general with ten Peru- 
vian flieep, fent by his imperial majefty, fome other things of 
a trifling nature 3 and thendeiired toj^now, in the name of his 
mafter, at what time the Spaniards propofed reaching Caxa- 
maUa^ that accommodations on the road might be got ready. 
He related the courfe of the inca's vi£lorie$, and contradided 
ail the reports of, his having forces with him at Caxamalca\ 
faying, that he only ftaid there to make preparations for the 
redudion of fome provinces that ftill held out for his brother, 
who was now a prifoner. To this Pizarro made anfwer, 
that he rejoiced at the profperity of his imperial majefty, 
and thanked him for the good will he had (hewn towards 
ftrangers, whofe commiflion was of more importance than 
he could well imagine. He defircd the ambafiador to ac- 
quaint Atahuahpa^ that he was the fervant of the gre;iteft mo- 
narch in the univerfe, fent to reclaim him and his people frott 
the mod impious and abominable errors in religion : he 
^ therefore hoped that he would receive him peaceably, in 
which cafe he might rely upon his faithful fervices ; but if, 
on the contrary, any hoftilities were oflfered, and his majefty 
preferred war to peace, he would foon find that the Spaniard 
could make themfelves as dreadful to their enemies as ufeful 
to their friends. With this anfwer the iimbaflador took his 
leave, and the Spaniards proceeded on their march, halting 
that night in a beautiful valley, at the foot of the mountain. 
Here Pizarro was honoured with another embafly, and 
more pre(cnt<, of much the fame nature as the former. The 
retinue of this minifter was extremely magnificent, and all 
. his lervants drank outof filver vafes, which gave the Spaniards 
the moft exalted opinion of the extraordinary wealth of theit 
matter, which indeed the ambaflador cherifhed by his jif" 
courfe. Next morning the Indian mef&nger returned ; and 
being made acquainted with the relation given by the am-^ 
bailador, he was fo incenfed, that he flew upon hzm, called! 
him a treacherous liar, and would have certainly put him to 
death, had he not been torn away by violence. He noil! 
' told Pizarro f that he. was not to believe a fy liable of whalj 
was advanced by thofe meflengers, who were only fpiesi 
upon his condu^, and falfe li-hts held out to miflead him; 
He aflerted, that the inca was at the head of a numerous 
army ; that Caxamaka was deferted, and the troops in th< 
field \ that he had not only been refufed accefs to his ma 
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cfty, but even dlfmifled without eating, notwithftanding he 
was on the point of penfliing with fatigue and hunger ; in a 
word, he declared that all the defigns of the ii)ca were hoftile, 
and thofc of his meffenger perfidious, Pizarro had no doubt 
of the truth of this relation ; however, he concealed his fen- 
timents before the Peruvian meffenger, and difmiffed him 
with prefents. GarcilaJJo de la Vega mentions an ambaffador 
who came about this time from the unfortunate Huafcar^ 
craving the Spaniards to revenge his caufe, and in the name 
of juftice, truth, religion, and the fons of the god Virachoca^ 
to punifh the ambition and ufurpation of his unnatural brb> 
ther. This meffenger was treated with extraordinary kind- 
nefs, and returned with an anfwer, that the Spaniards were in 
full march to procure the enlargement of the unhappy mo- 
narch, and to redrefs all his grievances. 

In proportion as the Spaniards approached Caxamaka^ the 

embaffies from the mca began to multiply. While Pizarro 

was defcendingfrom the mountain, a third ambaffador came to 

him from Atahualapa^ more folemn than any of the preceding, 

I He was brother to the inca, and a perfon of the firft confide- 

ration about the court, to which his equipage and retinue 

correfponded. He told Pizarroy that his mighty and fove- 

^ reign lord had fent him to bid the Spaniards welcome, and 

prefentcd them with fome of the produce of the country, as 

a proof of his regard and affeflion. It was great joy, he 

' faid, to the inca, to fee his kinfmen, defcended from the 

iame common father the fun. " Inca VirachQca^ faid he, 

' ** fince it hath been my fortune to carry you this meffage, 

' " I prcfume to befeech you, that you will be generoufly 

; " pleafed to grant me three requefts. The firft is, that you 

** will efteem my inca, Atahualapa^ your friend, and enter 

" into a perpetual league of friendfliip with him. The fe- 

; " cond is, that you will forgive all thofc crimes and tref* 

'; " paffes which bis fubjefts may have committed, either 

; " thro' ignorance, or want of reflexion. The laft is, that 

" ** you would remit, towards the inhabitants of Caxamalcay 

' *^ thofe puni&ments^ which by the diredtion of your god 

' " and father, the fupreme Firachocay you inflidled upon the 

; " inhabitants of Puna and Tumbez ; and that, as you are ai\ 

" inca, the defcendent of the Sun, you would exercifc clc* 

" mency, which is one of your attributes." He then order-» 

y edthe prefents to be difplayed, which confifted of a variety 

j of quadrupeds and birds, many fruits of different kinds, 

" curious pieces of cotton and woollen manufaftures, honey 

^ in the comb, pepper, a variety of liquors diftilled or brewed 

from the grain, veftoients of the richeft kinds, and a fervice 

' X 3 of 
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pf filvcr cups, plates, toys ftudded with turquoifes and m^" 
raids, with abundance of other curiofities, which were of 
very great value. As » particular mark of the inca's refped, 
he prefented Pizarro with a pair of hofe, of the fame kind 
with thofe wore by the emperor, and a couple of rich gold 
bracelets, this being deemed a military honour in l^eru^ and 
beftowcd on this occafion, in acknowledgement of the ge- 
neral's valour. Titu Antouchiy for that was the name of the 
, ambafTador, apologized for having prefumed to make h 
' trifling a prefent to the children of the fun j but he faid, that 

he hoped his mafter would find other opportunities of flicw- 
ing them his rcfpe£l and efteem : in ar word, no minifter, of 
tlic moft civilized prince, could have acquitted him felf with 
more addrefs and politcnefs, than this barbarian j who, in 
courfe of the converfation he held with Pizarroy eminently 
diftinguifhed his good fenfe, policy, and fagacity. Gardlaji 
alledges, that Jiahualapa had no finifter defign in this em- 
bafly, which was fent merely to appeafe the refentment of 
the fun, for the injuries done to his children by the inhabi- 
tants of Puna and Tumbez, He aflirms, that the inca's cou- 
rage began to forfake him on the approach of the Spaniards^ 
and the report of the wonders they performed upon the coaft. 
He mentions a prophecy, uttered by the (ather of the prefent 
emperor, fimilar to the tradition which we obferved prevailed 
m Mexicoy at the lime Cortez entered that country; and 
iays, that Atahualapa was perfuaded the feafon was ar- 
rived for the completion of this prophecy, becaufe he could 
not imagine that fuch a handful of men could defeat the ar- 
mies of Puna and TumbeZy and dare to penetrate into the 
' heart of his empire, unl'efs they were invigorated and fup- 
ported by the almighty power of the fun. 

With refpeft to the Spaniards, they difmiflfed the ani- 

baflidor with prefents, and aflurances of perfe£l refpeft and 

refignation to the will of the inca ; but their fentiments were 

greatly divided about the intention of the embafly, and the 

prefents. Some regarded them as a blind to conceal the. inca's 

real defigns, and lull the Spaniards into fecurity ; whence 

they interred the neceffity of redoubling their vigilance and 

circumfpedtion. Others afcribed the prefents wholly to the 

magnificence and hofpitality of the emperor ; while a few 

of the more fanguine believed, that they could difcover his 

fears under this appearance of courtefy. It was, however, 

the unanimous opinion, that they could not be too cautious 

pizarro '" their march to Caxamalca. As they drew near the town, 

arri<ves'at they had a view of the inca's army, which extended the 

Caxamal- ipace of a whole league, and prefented the moft formidable 

ca. ' appearance, 
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ippcarance) were viflory to depend on numbers. In the even* 
ing they reached Caxamalca^ and found, it deferted by the 
inca and principal nobility ; though orders had been left to 
feaft and treat the children of the fun with the utmoft rcfpeO^, 
Jf we may credit Garcilaffi^ whofe relation is diametrically 
oppofite, in this place, to that olHerrera. According to this 
Jaft writer, the Spaniards found not a foul in the town, except 
ft few women, who openly avowed the defign of deftroying 
the chriftians, and pitied their unhappy fate. Immediately 
Pizarro ordered the place to be diligently fcarched, left any 
troops might be concealed ; and after taking every precau- 
tion for his fecurity, fent an Indian to the emperor, to de- 
mand what quarters he had provided for his friends, agree- 
able to the promifes of his ambafladors. 

It was afterwards known that the arrival of the Spaniards 
in Caxamalca had greatly difconcerted Atahudlapay whofe fears 
increafed in proportion as the danger drew nearer ; however, 
he betrayed no other fymptoms of the terrible apprehenfions 
he was under, than what might be perceived frpm his holding 
more frequent councils than ufual. On the other band. Pi- 
Xarro deliberated with his officers, whether it was not rcqui- 
fue.he fliouldfend a fotmal embally to the inca, to acknow- 
ledge the civilities received, requeft the continuance of his 
favour, and acquaint him with the purpofe of his expedition. 
After various debates, this propofition was carried in the afc- 
firmatiye. Accordingly /i?r«i7w^<7 Pizarroy zni Ferdinanao jig r^^j^ 
^oioy were appointed tp execute this comniiffion, their re- an emSaJ^ 
tinue being compofed of twenty horfe 5 Soto to proceed with /<? ti^e ,«- 
this party to the eipperor's prefencc, and Pizarro to remain ca's camfs 
lit a little diftance behind, with another party, to bring him 
off in cafe ariy violence fliould be offered to his perfon. The 
Spaniards foqnd the Peruvian army drawn up to receive the 
ambaffadors, notice of whofq arrival had been given by an 
Indian fent to prepare the way. As they pafled the ranks, 
the Indians gazed^with aftonifliment upon the horfes ; and 
Soto leaping over a ditch, plunging, rearing, and curveting, 
with his horfe, greatly delighted all thofe fimple fpe£tators, 
who could bfrdly feparate, in imagination, the rider frofii / 
the horfe, taking both to be one animal, as feveral other 
Indian natives had done before. The inca had difpatched 
one of his generals to receive the ^mbaffadors, and {hew 
them all poffible refpeft.. When this officer approached 
&oto and the Spaniards^ he adored them with the moft pro- 
found veneration 5 and then turning round to his people, de- 
clared to them, thatthofe were the defcendants of their god 
Xirad}ocay whom they ought to worfhip with the moA pro-r 

X 4 found 
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found adoration ; a fpeech that was fcarce utteredi when ail 
the Indian files began their reverences with the utmoft fob- 
miffion, accompanying the Spamardsy at the fame time, intq 
the inca's prefence. The amazement of both parties was 
pretty nearly equal. The Spaniards admired the riches, 
grandeur, and magnificence of the inca ; while the monarch 
was furprifed at the habit, beards, compkxion, manners, 
arms, and horfesof the Spaniards. Some minutes paffcdin 
profound filence \ when at length the Spaniards recovering 
themfelves, approached the throne of gold iq vvhich Atabui- 
lapa wasfeatcd, making tlie moft fubmiffive obeifances as 
they advanced. When Soto came within a proper diftancc, 
the inca rofe up, embraced him cordially, and bid him wel- 
pome into his dominions : ** Behold, faid he, the very face, 
!■ attitude, and habit of our ^od Virachoca^ in the exadman-r 
^' ner defcribed by the inca Virachoca, our anceftor, to whom 
*' the deity appeared." Having fpoke this, an elegant at- 
tertainment of bread, fruits, and divers kinds of liquors, was 
ierved up by fix virgins, and as many boys, well drefled. 
Two beautifiil maidens of the royal blood advanced before 
thcfe, holding in their hands fmall cups of gold, filled witli 
the liquor ufually drank by the inca > of which they gave 
one to jttabualapa^ and another to the ambafiador, who 
jdrank peace and friendi!hip to each other ; this being deemed 
in Peru a mark of tlie moft cordial recejption and fincere 
welcome. Having gone thro' the preliminary ceremonies, 
the Spaniards began to deliver their commiffion ; but they 
had fcarce uttered a fentence, when they were ftopt hy the 
inca, who faid he muft admire a little longer, in their form 
and figure, the image of his god. Soto mounted his horfe, 
to pleafe the emperor, made him prance, leap, and curvet 
to the great fatisfadioh of Atahttjahpay who fuffirred the horfe 
to ran up fo clpfe as to fmell him, without feeming afraid, 
though the Indian foldiers fled in crouds when the animal 
came ne^r them. At length the ambafiador was permitted 
to fpeak, but a charge was given that he ihould be concife. 
Accordingly Soto^ after making feveral profourid reverences, 
began to inform the inca, of the exalted dignity of the ponr 
tifF, and the vafl: power of Charles V- emperor and king of 
the Romans^ who, defirous of refcuing the Peruvians from 
the grofs ignorance and idolatry in which they were immcr- 
fed, had fent don Francifco Pizarroy with his companions^ 
and fome priefts, to teach them the knowledge of the true 
God, and to enter into a perpetual alliance and amity with 
Jiis imperial highnefs. He concluded with acquainting the 
inca of the arrival of the Spaniards in Chxamaha^ and re- 
ferring 
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femttg him for farther particulars to, a perfoaal ihterTiew 
with Pizarr^, 

It inuft be confcffed, that the Spanijb writers differ wide- Difftrenee 
Jy about the particulars of this audience, and indeed the among the 
whole of th^inca's condu<^. ii/^rr/rtf relates, that he rc-Spani(h 
ccivcd the embafly politely, but gave immediate orders that 'writeru 
the army (Uould march to Caxamaka^ to cruih Pizarr^ at 
one blow, take all his peoj^e prifoners, and offer ttvem up as 
iacrificestothegods; for which purpofe he had prepared a kind 
of gin-nets, or toils, in which they were to becatched alive, 
Kke wild beafts*** According to GarcihJ/it the inca had given 
Vp all thoughts of defence, feemi)ig to regard hia empire for 
loft, from the time the Spaniards ventured to advance to the 
heart of his dominions. In anfwer to the ambaffador, he 
iaid, that although he could not but be pleafed to think that 
the prophecies of his anceftors were to be completed in hi« 
days; yetkt:ould not but give him (bme uneafmefs to rer 
#e^, that the end of a vaft and Qourifhing empire was ap^ 
^roaching. He toM the Spaniards^ that notwithfianding the 
advices he had conjflamly received of the vi^ories obtained 
fey them in Pma and 7«w^2, and of the fortifications they 
were ereditig in his dominions, he had taken no meafure$ 
with hiscoundl for their expulfion, becaufe he fully perfuad*- 
ti himfelf that thqr were the children of the great god Fira^ 
fhoca^ and the mcjicngers qf the Pticachamac^ and had there*- 
fore publiiSied it as a law in the fchools of Cukc^ that none 
ftould prefume to take yp arm« againft them, unlefs he 
would be guilty of facrilcge, and the grofieft im^piety. He 
dcfired, however, that the ambaflador would inform him 
how it came to pafs, that while the Sptmiards profefled that 
their fole intention was to cultivate an alliance, and pro* 
mote peace, they had made fuch dreadful flaughter in the 
countries through which they paflcd, without fo much 
as informing thcmfelves of the difpofttions of the inca, and 
imperial court ? *' But I conceive, added he, that the tw6 ' 
** princes, your employers, enjoined you toa^ with the ut* 
** mofl feverity againft'us ; wherefore I refign myfelf wholly 
** to your wiH, only imploring that you (hew fome comprf- 
" fion to my fubjecb, wives, and relations, whofe misfor- 
^ tunes affeft me more deeply than my own.** Thefe two 
accounts are extremely different 5 yet they may be reconciled, 
if we fuppofc that their fcheme was dcfigned to blind the 
Spaniards^ and conceal the ftratagcm formed to feize then^ 
alive. Yet we muft confiderit as a litde extraordinary,, 

^ Dec. Hi. Kb. riii. c. i. 

th^t 
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that all the nobility and foldiers, within hearing of the inca, 
fliould be fo deeply affefled with Atahualapa's fpeech, which 
they knew to be perfidious. According to Garcihjfoy they 
(bed tears, groaned -and fighed piteoufly, and g^ve them- 
felves up to defpair, with fuch appearances as could not be 
counterfeit. Indeed the inca himfelf, if wc may credit 
this hiftori^n, was fo ftrongly rmpreffed with the prophecy 
mentioned, that he negleSed all means of refiflance, re* 
garded the Spaniardi as the meflengers of heaven, and pre- 
pared his nund for an entire refignation. The faft prfcba- 
bly is,, that neither the Spaniards nor Peruviam rightly un- 
derftood each other, upon account of the ignorance of the 
interpreter, who wa$ a native of Puna, almoft entirely un- 
Itsuxi^diaihG Spanijh, and but imperfedlly acquainted with 
the language fpoke at the inca*s court, which was very dif- 
fcreot from the provincial diaJetSl: *^. In one thing both writets 
agree, that, the inca told. the ambaffadprs he would vifitP/- 
xarro in Caxamalca^ but that he hoped it would give no um- 
brage if he (Kould be attended by his army, as was cuftom- 
ary in the country when the emperor travelled, 

I As foon.as the da^wn appeared, great fires were fee^ 
lighted in the Peruvian camp, and every thing was perceived 
to be in motion, which gave the alarm to Pizarr/j^ as he had 
no great confidence in the fair words given to the ambaflador. 
He drew the Spaniards up in order of battle, in a great 
iquare, ^d fiicoily waited the approach of the inca, who 
was four hgurs marching three leagues, thediftance between 
the town and the tamp. He was carried in a golden litter 
of rich workmanQiip, fupportcd upon the fhoulders of In- 
dians of .the firft diftjnaipn,. and attended by a body of 
t.ivelve thoufand Qrejam^ or noblemen, ^ho had arms con- 
cealed under coats of mail of palm-leaves, contrived tp 
ward oiF the edge of the Spanijh fwords. . Befides this 
guard, there followed an army of leventy-five thouiland men, 
attended by near thirty thoufand fervants, women and chil- 
dren. All the Indians were richly drefTed, and adorned with 
plates of gold and filveV, and gre^it abundance of precious 
ilones. Pizarto obfervcd them at a difiance ; and the glit- 
tering appearance they made, ferved rather to whet his ava-* 
rice, than raife any emotions of fear. He exhorted his men 
to be of good courage, and ,fent ari Indian to ac^juaint the 
emperor, that he impatiently expedJed his arrival j to which 
Jtahuakpa made no other reply, than requefting that the 
^^aniards would keep up their dogs and horfcs^ which were 

« Lib. i. cap. 2t. 

(q 
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<b terrible to his people, and not take offence at feeing fevcw 
, ral of them armed, contrary to his orders and promife, a;5 
he again afTured '^hem no hoftilitics were intended. From 
this meffage Pizarro was convinced that the fufpicions of 
treachery he entertained were well founded. He communi- 
cated his fentiments to the chief captains, and a refolution 
was taken to improve the circuipftance to their own advan- 
tage, and to place thehorfe and dogs in ambufli, under pre- 
tence of complying with the iqca's requeft. Obfcrving 
that the emperor now pitched his tent in the fields, Pizarro^ 
apprehending left the defign might be to poftpone the inter- 
view until night mjght furnifti the Indians with an oppor- 
tunity of pradlifing forpe infidious purpofe, fent Aldena^ a 
Spaniard^ to l)ereech hirp to haften his march. Atahualapa 
received the meflenger angrily, and at firft ordered him to be 
fcized and punifhed ; but afterwards fupprefling his refeht- 
ment, he difmifled him courteoufly, defiringhim to apquaint 
Pizarro^ that he would be with him immediately. Thifc 
incident, more and more, betrayed the defign of the* inca, 
and put the Spaniards on their guard. Pizarro ordered a 
body of mufqueteers to take poft oo an eminence in the 
fquare, and to fire, upon the word of command, among 
the thickeft of the enctiiy, while the cavalry were to fally 
out upon different quarters, and to fecure the pafles, that 
none of the principal Indians might cfcape. There Was 
ibmetliing uncommonly bold and defperate in the refolution 
of attacking an army of near a hundred thoufahd fighting 
men, with a party of lefs than a hundred and feventy 
foldiers ; but the Spaniards knew the genius of the Indians^ 
their dread of the fire-arms, horfes, and dogs, their igno- 
rance of the art of virar, a md their great difparity in point of / 
courage 3 nor were they ftrangers to the ftrong imprefiions 
left upon their minds by the viftories obtained at Puna and 
Tumbez. 

The inca advanced with great order and folemnity, amidft ^^^y^ 
the found and din of waHike inftruments, fending ^^^ is defeated^ 
fconts to obferve the pofture of the enemy, who returned and taken 
V^ith the joyful inteHigence, that only the general, and fiU pri/oner. 
teen of his companions, were waiting on foot in the 'great 
fquare. This advice rendered the Indians (o bold and tu- 
multuous, that they poured in without order into the fquare, 
confident they could eafily bring all the Spaniards bound to 
Atahualapa, The inca followed the crowd, and raifing him- 
felf up in his litter, exhorted his people to behave themfelves 
with proper courage and vigilance. They were preparing 
to fall upox) Pizarro^ when he thought it necefiary to juftify 
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bis own conduft, by once more making pacific overtures, 
with which be Tent the friaV Vincenti Faherde, accompanied 
by the interpreter Filippo, The friar was admitted to the 
prefehce of theinca, who beheld his habit, different from 
any thing he had before fcen, with wonder, afked him fevc- 
ral qaeftions about the God-head, the pope, and the empe- 
ror 5 defircd to \iViovi Vf\\y i\it Spaniards required that the 
tribute (hould be paid to Charles^ who was of inferior qua- 
lity to God the Creator and Father, to God the Son, to 
God the Holy Ghoft, and to the pope ? He likewiTe afked 
the friar, how Jefus Chriji^ who was a God, came to lofe 
bis life, and how he came to be informed of all the parti- 
culars which he mentioned in his fpeech concernine the Di- 
vinities of the Trinity ? To this the friar replied, that he 
learned all thefe things from the book he held in his hand, 
which was a breviary. Aiahualapa defired to fee the book; 
he took it in his hand, put it to his ear, and not hearing it 
ipeak, flung it upon the ground, as if he imagined the friar 
wanted to impofe on his underftanding, '* You beljcvc, 
<* faid he, that Chrtji is God, and that he died : I adore the 
♦' fun. and moon, which are immortal. I owe no tribute to 
'* any mortal prince, and know none fuperior to myfelf. I 
*' (hould be glad to be a friend to th^ monarch who has fuffi- 
** ciently displayed his power, by fending armies td fuch 
^^ Aidant countries ; but I difdain being vafTal to any, but 
^^ the gods. I know df no duty I owe the pope, nor can I 
^^ fee what right he has to difpofe of my kingdom. As to 
*' changing my religion, it would be equally foolifli and 
•* impious in me to abjure the do6b"ine received by my an- 
<« ceftors, until you have convinced me that it is falfe, and 
^* that yours, which you would have me adopt in its Aead, 
«« is true." 

With this anfwer the friar returned, not chufmg to at- 
tempt convincing the mind of the inca by reafoning, when 
he knew that more powerful arguments were preparing. He 
was no fooner returned, than Pizarro gave the fignal for 
♦ executing his orders. The mufqueteers began a moft terri- 
ble fire, while the cavalry fallied out frc^m different quarters, 
and trod down the afrighted Inborn. At the fame time the 
foot prefled on with their crofs-bows, pikes, and fwords, 
making dreadful daughter of a confufed multitude, who 
were entirely difconcerted by the fuddennefs of the attack, 
the unufual noife of the mufquetry, the vigour of the onfet; 
the death of their companions, the fury of die horfes and 
dogs, and a method of fighting, to which they were utter 
ilrangers. Mean time, Pizarro^ fenfible that the whole de- 
" • pendcjji 
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pended on the fate of the inca, fell defperately, with his fif- 
teen targettecrs, upon the corpii furrounding the royal litter, 
and met with an unexpectedly obftinate refiftance. Great 
numbers of the Orejans were flain ; but their place was Un- 
dauntedly filled up by others ; infomuch) that the Spaniards 
muft have relinquiflied their defign of feizing the monarch, 
through mere fatigue, had not Migiul, a refolute foldier, 
pierced through the middle of the guard, laid hold of the 
litter, and made way for Pizarro^ and fome other foldiers, 
who immediately laid hands upon Atahualapa^ overturned 
the carriage, and took him prifonsr. The confiernation of *^*y 3» 
x\iQ Indians was inexpreffible upon this event ; they endea- ^533' 
voured to efcape at the outlets of the fquare, and there met 
the fate they endeavoured to avoid. Several thoufands were 
flain, or trampled down, and a multitude periflied amidft 
the ruins of a wall that funk under their weight: At lail a 
heavy (hower of rain put a flop to the carnage, and obliged 
ittQ Spaniards f quite fpent with flaying, to look for fhelter^ 
carrying with them the inca in triumph, whom th^y juftly 
cftcemed ample fecurity for their future fuccefs. Jtahualapa 
was conveyed tohb quarters, put under a ftrong guard, and, 
as G^m/TTA alledges, loaded with irons, which were taken off 
next morning by order of Pizarro. The booty was collected, 
and it appeared immenfe. The veffels in gold and filver found 
in the inca's tent were incredibly rich, one of thefe alone 
being reputed worth a hundred thoufand ducats. Befides 
thefe, a prodigious number of ornaments in gold, filver, and 
jewels, were taken from the dead ; and one would imagine 
that the whole wealth of Peru had been collefled only to re- 
ward the valour of the conquerors. , Above five hundred wo- 
men, belonging to the emperor and his principal attendants, 
furrendcred to Pizarro, and were kin.dly treated. Many of 
them were of the blood-royal, others were prime favourites 
of the emperor, and a few veftals taken from the temple of 
the fun, to pray for the fuccei^ of the imperial arms, and 
the deftrudlion of the Spamardi. 

At firft, the Indians imagined that Atahualapa was flain; 
but finding that he was, only taken prifoner, above five thou- 
fand^ returned to Caxamaka^ to attend him. in his con- 
Aneoient, and bear a (hare in his affliSion. Nothing could 
be more moving than the fidelity and afi^sdion they exprefied 
on this occafion to their fovereign, which convinced the Spa-* 
I «wrif they could not be too vigilant, as nothing would be 
negleaed by his fubjefts to procure his liberty. As to the 
imperial general, Ttumiraviy he made the beft of his way 
t« ^itOf carrying off above three thoufand loads of trea- 
' fure. 
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fare, and there excrcifed the moft cruel tyranny (A)« 
Every nobleman of ambition profited by the misfortune of 
the prince, erc^lcd a little dominion for nimfelf, and govern- 
ed with the mod defpotic authority ; at the fame time that 
others conftantly attended the perfon of the unhappy inca, 
dried up his tears, and, by their fidelity and attachment, 
broke the poignancy of his grief, and* poured comfort into 
his wounded bofom ; to which Pizarro contributed all. that 
lay in his power. He not only gave orders to the Spaniards 
to treat him with the utmoft refpeft, but fuffered his women 
and attendants to have free accefs^to his apartments. In the 
end he gained fo much upon jitahualapa^ who, at firft, was 
fullen and dejefted, that he feemed fomewhat reconciled to 
his fituation, and condefcended to enter upon divers conver- 
fations with the Spanijh general, who feized that opportunity 
of difclofing to him more fully the purport of his expedition. 
Although we mentioned the defeat of the inca, Huafcar^ in 
the preceding pages, it was not till this time that Atahualapd 
received the news of his imprifonment. When it was told 
him he fmiled, and faid it was extraordinary to be a conque- 
ror and a prifoner in the fame inftant. Obferving that the, 
Spaniards were extremely covetous of gold and filver, Ata-- 
%he inca hualapa judged that his metal was the key to his liberty, and 
offers an accordingly made propofals of a prodigious ranfom. It 
immenfe is reported, that he offered as many veflils of gold and filver 
ranfom. as would fill the 'apartments in which he was confined, up 
^ . to a certain line he had drawn upqn the wall, as high as ho 

could reach, amounting, according to i/^rr^r^, to upwards 
of ten thoufand bars, befides jev/els, and precious ftones,- 
of ineftimable value. He fent for great quantities to the ad;- 
Jacent provinces ; but not being able to fulfil his promife, 
the Spaniards murmured, alledging that he had fome finifter 
intention in this delay. The inca excufed {lin^felf, by al- 



(A) Tiumiravif or as Gar- 
cilajfo calls him, Rummina^:, 
had the bulk of the army at 
command, and, under pretence 
of revenging the caufeof his fo- 
vereign, was actually afpiring 
at the imperial diadem« He 
immediately feized upon all the 
fona and kindred of Atahuala- 
pay under pretext of fecuring 
them againft the violence of the 
Spaniards. He foon afterwards 
put them to death, particularly 



a brother of the inca's, who 
had ventured to commiferate'the 
misfortunes of the empire. He 
maintained a court at S^uitOy 
which wa? the afylum of aH 
defperadoes, robbers, murder- 
ers^ and outlaws, whom he chc'- 
riihed and protedled, becaufe he 
wafi fenfible ic was their intc- 
reft to fee the government fub- 
verted. GarcilaJJhf cap. 28. 
lib. i. ^ ' 

Icdging 
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leJging the great diftance of the places, whence the ranfotA 
was to be drawn, and defiring that Pi%arro would fend fonne 
of his Spaniards to fatisfy themfelves about the treafures in 
Cuzcoy whom he would order his fubje(fts to condu6t with 
fafety, and treat with the utmoft kindnefs; affirming, that 
they had nothing, to fear during his imprifonment. This 
offer was embraced, Pizarro not chufing to deprive him of 
hope, left the treafure might be deftroyed. In c^nfequence, 
Hernando de Soto^ and Pedro del Bared, were appointed to go 
to Cuzco^ while Hernando Pizarro undertook to give an ac- 
count of the wealth contained in' Pacacamec^ and other pro- 
tinccs fpecified by the inca, where his treafures were depo- 
fited. Before their departure, the inca ordered proclamation 
to be made throughout his dominions, that the Spaniards 
ihould be hofpitably received wherever they went, and 
Aewn every thing they defired. 

Full of expedation of great wealth, and confident of 
•f fafety, under protedlion of the inca, the Spaniards fct 
out upon their journey, in a kind of litter, which the PerU' 
Mans call Huantu and Rampa, fupported on the (houlders of 
twenty Indians ^ who were relieved by others, ported at ccr- 
jtain diftances. Soto and Banco were the firft who began their 
ijourney, dire£ling their courfe to Cuzco, They met with 
I fhe moft profound rcfpeft from the natives, who not only 
[konourtd the inca's paflport and commands, but regarded the 
ISpaniards as the meflengers and minifterG of fome powerful 
divinity, who had, for certain purpofcs, brought affliftion up- 
An their fovereign. Many facrificed to them, and others loaded 
them with rich prefents, to appeafe their refentment, and 
expiate the crimes they had ignorantly committed againft 
ieaveok There were fome who regarded Soto and Barco as 
inferior deities, of a malicious cruel nature, to be fatisfied 
pn\y with gold and filver, of which they made liberal of- 
fcings. Not long after their departure, Hernando Pizarro 
began his journey to Pacacamecy in the temple of which 
place the inca affirmed there were immenfc treafures. On 
the road they met with one of the inca's brothers, attended 
by fome hundreds of Indians, loaded with plate for the pay- 
went of the ranfom, amounting to upwards of a million of 
pieces of eight. The name of this prince was ^itlifchaca ; 
he had efcaped the fnares laid for him by the perfidious Tiw 
mroTn, and had ufed his utmoft influence with the Curacas 
to rsife a fufficient price for the inca's liberty, for whom h« 
had the moft tender fraternal affe6tion. By him the firft in- 
telligence was received at Caxamaka, of the revolt of the 
genera) ^ but as no meafures could be taken for punifliing 

his 
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his treachery, until Jtabualapa wzs k% at liberty, the affal^ 
was dropt» in hopes that the return of the Spaniards from 
Cuxco^ and the other places mentioned^ might produce i 
favourable crifis. 

PTLARRO having reached the temple of Pacacanucl'^iws^ 
be faw every thing correfponding to the inca^s relation, re- 
turned after a fatiguing journey, with a good deal of trea< 
fure, and one of the inca's generals, nadied Cbahhuchim 
who had been aflembling tfoops to attempt the recovery of 
his prince, but had yielded to.theremonftrances of Pizam. 
Hirnando was fo bold^ as to go attended only by an interpre- 
ter, into the midft of the Indian camp, ano, by the force o( 
eloquence and argument, prevailed upon the general to at- 
tend him to Pacocamecy to difmifs his troops, to fubmlt 
quietly to the fate of his fovereign, and to repair to the 
place of his confinement, to endeavour, with the reft of his 
friends, to alleviate his misfortunes, until the ranfom was 
paid. On their journey, Htrnandq SotOy and his fellow tia- 
, veller Barco^ touched at Sanfa^ where the inca Huafcar was 
detained prifoner by the officers of Atabualdpan Curiofitf 
made them defirous of vifiting this prince, and the In&ai 
readily gratified their requeft, upon examining their paiTport. 
Little, however, could be made out at the interview, (of 
want of an interpreter. The Spaniards had juft learned 
enough of the language, to make themfelves barely intelli- 
gible in common affairs, with the help 'of figns; but thejf 
found it impoffible to condu^i a political negotiation. The 
royal prifoner, however, being given to underftand that 
they were his brother's conquerors, that they profeffcd re- 
dreffing injuries, and diftributiog exaft juftice, conceived 
great hopes of being reinftated. He complained of the ty- 
ranny, cruelty, and ufurpation of his brother, who, 6ot coo- 
tent with robbing him of bis crown and dominions, was now 
going to deprive him of life, for which reafon he was kept 
in clofe confinement. He conjured them not to leave him ia 
that condition, but to take him under their prote£liofl to 
C«z^^, where his prefence would be mutually beneficiikl. He 
promifed not only to fulfil the promife made by Jtahmlapa, 
refpeding the ranfom, but to pay the Spaniards rnuch larger 
fums than his brother had in his power, as great part of bis 
treafure had been concealed during the late war, .and depo- 
fited fecretly in the hands of his faithful vaiTals. It was cer- 
tainly unpolitic in the Spaniards to refci(^ thefe propofals ; but 
they feared that attempts might be made to refcue the prince 
out of their hands, when they had no power to ptoteSt hiin i 
and therefore contented themfelves with promifing, that, on 

their 
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dieir return bom Cuzcoy they would condudi him fafe to tbeir 
commander. • Ry ' this means Huafcar loft his life, and thp 
Spaniards immenfe treafures, «p account of which cpuld 
ever afterwards be obtained. Atfihualapd% oiHcers foon gave 
him notice of Huajcar\ promife, as to the Spaniards ; and . 
he dreading the confcquenccs, determined to remove fo dan- 

• gerous a rival out of the way ^ upon which he immediately 
founded Pizarro^ defiring, in tbie moft artful manner, to 
know how he ftood affeded. He juft told him, that his officera 
had unadvifedly killed Huafcar \ and finding P/a^rro extremely 
iodifferent, then fent private orjders that he fliould be imme- 
diately ftrangied, which was pun^ually. executed, while 5i?/i? 
and Barce were ztCuzcd (B). 

On the arrival of the Spaniards in that city, they w^e The Spa- 
aftoai&ed at the refped and defeience (hewn them by the niards 
Indians^ of both parties. The friends of Huafcar y imzgin-yendio 
ing that prince was ftill living, jeiideavoured to engage the Cuzco, 
ftrangers in his intereft, by the utmoft civilities,, and the 
moft liberal prefents and offerings ; thofe of the oppofitp 
faAion put on a fimilar behaviour, in expeiSlation of pro- 
curing the releafe of Atahualapa, The veftals, called iJ/^- 
maconasy dedicated to the fun, were ordered to attend upon 
the ftrangers, whom they regarded as the children of that 
luminary. Unfortunately, however, the Spaniards abufed 
; the refpe<£t ftewn them, laughed at the fimplicity of their 
votaries, and thereby incurred their hatred and contempt; 
a ridiculous weaknefs, which Herrera -afcribes to four Spa^ 

, niards^ who attended Soto and Barco oh this expedition. 
To their mifconduft, the fame writer attributes the great 
cftufion of blood that enfued; for had the Spaniards main- 
tained the dignity of their charader, a^d inoulged the ^nar 
tives in their fuperftitious veneration, they would probably 
have quietly received the yoke, and fubmitted to the will of 
thtir conquerors, whom they beheld as the defcendants of' 
the great god Virachoca, As the emperor's chief treafure§ were 
lodged in the great temple, application was made to the high 
prieft Vtlavina^ to iflue out what^was neceflary for Atahuala-^ 
/w*s ran fom, which he readily "granted. Imn^enfe quiinti- "* 
lies of gold and filver were accordingly brought tp the Spa^ 

(B) The ro^iiner of Kuaf- that hje was burnt; but all agree 

^flr's death is varioufly related, he was put to de^th by or- 

Augufiino de Carate fpeaks as if der of his brother, after he had 

he had been cut in pieces, and lifted the fentiments of Pizarro. 

his flelh devoured by his barba- Apud GardL Lib. i. cap. 33. 

JOtts murderers. " Jcofa relates pag. 470. 
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niardsy who fet out with it to Caxamaka, attended by feverii 
hundreds of the natives, loaded with the precious metals, in 
vafes, urns, and other ut«i(ils of curious workmanihip. 
Pizarro was aftonifhed at the prodigious weahh that flowed 
in, which greatly furpafled, his mofl fanguine expectations ; 
but not fatisfied, he obtained a grant from his prifoner of 
the treafures contained in the temple of Pacacamec^ in the 
province of the incas, which his hroiher Hernando had 
furveyed. 
Almagro By this time Pizarro was joined by Almagro^ an hundred 
joins Pi- and fifty Spaniards^ and fifty horfes brought fronri Panama^ 
zarro. with great difficulty and danger. Endeavours were ufed to 
revive their mutual animoficies, and create jealoufiea that 
might have proved deflruSive to the enterprife ; but Alma" 
gro difcovering that his feCretary was in the confpiracy, or- 
^ dered him to be hanged, and for that time quieted the fuf- 
picions entettained, that he had planned an expedition inde- 
pendent on Pizarro. After refrefhing hia people^ he oflTered 
to attend the general's three brothers to Pacacamec -y and ac- 
cordingly fet out upon that journey, being every where well 
treated by the natives^ though great part of the treafure was 
concealed before his arrival. The report of the behaviour 
of the Spaniards at Cuzco had fpread itfelf to Pacacamec^ 
which determined the priefts of the temple of the fun to dif- 
appoint their avarice, and obflrudl the plundering of fo an- 
cient and venerable a temple. It is affirmed, that four hun- 
dred load of plate had been carried away, and concealed in 
fuch a manner that it never afterwards appeared. Not- 
withftanding this, the Spaniards found as rnucb as amounted 
to ninety tboufand jpieces of eight, befides feveral pieces of 
rich plate', flolen and plundered by the foldiers, with which 
they returned to Cakamalca. , 

Di'vijions AtL the treafure being now collefled, and the inca's pro- 
amongthe niife puh<Slual!y fulfilled, he demanded his liberty according 
Spa- to agreement j but divifions arifing among the Spaniards^ the 

mards. execution of their promife was entirely negleded. Their 
bufinefs was to amafs wealth, and little regard was paid to 
the fentiments which the natives might entertain of their in- 
tegrity and honour. Almagro*s people infifted upon (baring 
all the acquifitions made fince the arrival of the Spaniards 
in Peru^ becaufe they had contributed equally to the fuccefs 
of the expedition, as if they had been aflually prefenr. 
This, indeed, was true of Almagro himfelf, but not of the 
foldiers he had enlifted fubfequent to the imprifonment of 
the inca. Pizarro readily admitted the claim of his partner, 
and, to avoid the confequences of difputation, ordered that 

the 
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the value of a hundred thourand ducats (hould be diftriSuted 
among his followers, with which they appeared fatisfied. 
Agreeable to the power veiled in him as lieutenant govc^rnor 
and general iflimo, he then paflfed a decree, ordaining, that 
the king's fifth (hould be dedutfted, and the remainder 
of the treafure be divided in a certain proportion to each, 
according to the merit that (hould be adjudged him by 
his commander. After imploring the divine aiEftance to 
enable him to perform exaft jufticc, he then (bared to the 
amount of one million, five hundred and twenty eight thou- 
(and, five hundre<) pieces of eight, dedufting the kinl^'s 
fifth, and all other incumbrances and expences. In this di- 
vifion the Spaniards reaped' the fruits o^ all their labour, as 
far as riches could afford a recompence ; but the efFe£ts did 
tiot correfpond with their wifhes. Wealth is not always 
produdive of felicity ; and it appeared, on this occafion, that 
the prodigious treafures amafTed ferved only to diminifh the 
enjoynient of the adventurers, who were infinitely more hap- 
py in expectation, than actual enjoyment. The great 
plenty of precious metal dimini(hed its value one- half ; thofe 
who imagined thenrfelves rolling in wealth, were ailonifhed 
to find they, in reality, had but half what they expedled. 
Difappointment begat jealoufy, the parent of difcord^ it alfo 
naturally produced avarice, each driving to acquire a fortune 
equal to what he firft imagined he enjoyed. Gaming grew ' 

to an exorbitant height among them, and property was con- 
tinually (hifting from one hand to another. The tides of 
affluence and indigence brought along with them an infinity 
of vices, which foiled all the authority and influence of the 
commander, and rendered the Spanijh conquerors the moft 
profligate, corrupt, and abandoned fet of mifcreants in the 
univerfe. No regard was {faid to the moft facred obligations ; 
; wealth was the only purfuit, and power the only rule of 
right ; nqr was Ptzarro himfelf untainted with the general 
depravity. Atahualapa^ in the moft prefling manner, urged 
the compact for his liberty, every particular of which he 
had fulfilled. He offered to lay himfelf under the ftriftefl 
ties, to z& in nothing contrary to the intereft of the Spa^ 
niardsj to acknowledge himfelf a vafTal of the emperor 
Charlos V. to pay a regular tribute, to receive baptifm, as 
loon as his underftanding could be convinced, add, at all 
events, to live upon terms of the ftricStcft amity with the 
Spaniards ; but his remonftrances were vain, and fre(h pre- 
texts were invented to prolong his confinement. Upon 
thcfc delays, fome of his commanders propofed attempting 
his releafc, by force of arms ; to which he very prudently 
Y 2 refMfed 
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refufed his confent, admonifhing them in the ftrongeft maiv ' 
ner not to have recourfe to violence, which might endanger 
his life, and the total fubverfion of the empire. In obe- 
dience to him they laid afide their defigns ; but the ilifcon- 
tent which appeared in their countenances excited fufpiciom 
in the Spaniards^ which were corroborated by the whifpers of 
the Yuaconasy or Peruvian (laves, who were grown rich, 
haughty, and iniblent, during the late confufion, and de- 
firous of a change in the Orejans^ or nobility. Thqy fprcad 
^ variety of reports^ the foundation of which could never be 
traced, though they were readily believed by the Spaniards] 
who wanted an apology for their own perfidious cqndud. 
Pizarro doubled the guards, and very probably cheriihcd 
rumours which' he could not poflibly credit. Atahuakfa 
grew extremely uncafy, and remonftrated with him^ but 
meeting with no fatisfa£i:ory anfwer, poured his grievances 
into the bofom of Hernanda Pizarro^ who had gained his con- 
fidence and affedion* The whole blame of thefe difturb- 
ances were charged upon the Indian general, ^aliquietriam, 
who would certainly have been facrificed to the vengeance of 
the Spamardsj had not Hernando interpofed, and aiTertecl his 
inocence. 

It was now the fubje^ of great grief and mortification 
to Atahualapa^ that he was going to be deprived of the only 
perfon, amorig the Spaniards^ for whom he had entertained a i 
friendfliip. The general thought it neceflTary to tranfmit an i 
account of his fuccefs to the court of Spain, to remit the 
king's fifth, and thereby infure the countenance and protec- 
tion of the emperor and miniftry. His brother was appoint- 
ed to difcharge this commiffion; and the inca was no fooner 
informed of the refolution, than he imagined his ruin was 
determined. He told Hernando his fears, and bewailed him- 
felf in the mofl: piteous manner, faying, <« that he was 
•* now deprived of hope, as he had loft hi? only remaining 
*' friend and confident," In this he difcovered his penetra- 
tion, for Hernando was departed but a few days, when all 
ih^tJtahualapa had forefeen happened (C). 

(C) With Hernando Pizarro Knowing that a difFcrencc fub- 

near fifty Spaniards returned fifted between the two brotherf, 

to Spain wich innmenfe for- he entruded this comoiiiTlon to 

tunes. Mmagro foilicited, by Hernando^ and is faid to have 

letters, that he might be con- gained the promife of his inte- 

ftituted adelantado of certain reft, by a prefent of twenty 

countries beyond thofe afligncd thdufand dticats. l*he wealth 

to Pizarro, snd entirely ihde- which they brought to Panama, 

pendent on his authority, raifed fach a fpirit in (beioha- 

- . bitants 
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The difcontents of Almagro\ foldiers, which were again 
revived, their refufal to be led to the reduSion of the provin- 
ces, the difficulty of keeping fo mighty a potentate as the 
inca fecurely confined, the attempts which would probably 
foe fet on foot to procure his releafe, the jealoufy which his 
breach of promife muft excite in the IniUans^ and the almoft 
impdffibility of eftabiifhing the dominion of the crown of^'^'Spa- 
Spa'tH over luch an imnienfe trad: of country, greatly perplexed "'^rds 
Pizarro^ and fuggefted the firft hint of the neceffity of pm^ ^r-eak their 
ting j/tahua/apa to death. This he regarded as equitable, ^''"^^"^''. , 
becaufe it was convenient ; it being a maxim of his policy, '^"^''"'^ 
to ftick at nothing which contributed to his own intereft^ the ^ '"^^* 
fecurity of his pieopl?) and the good of the public, however 
contrary to the faith of treaties and engagements. A notion 
that it was eflential to the accomplifhment of the conqueft 
of the Peruvian Qionarchy, was the actuating motive to 
this bafe a&ioo> whatever the Spanijh writers may al- 
ledge of intrigues carried on by FillippOy the interpreter, in 
confequence of a paffion which he entertained for one of the 
inca's .women. It is not indeed imprqbable that FiUippo 
might be employed as a tool to Pizarroy to ftir up thofe dif* 
contents among the Tuaconas, which we have mentioned ; 
but all the ftoties related of the egregious ignorance of the ge- 
neral ire no way compatibiie with his birth or refined policy. 
Garcilajfo alledges, that the inca, who at firft adored him as 
a god, began to fall off from his refped, on obferving that 
Pizarro was rough, unpoliflied, ignorant, and void of ho- 
nour. The fame writer obferves, that AtahimUtpa admiring 
nothing fo much as the faculty of conveying ideas by writings 
one day refqlved to make experiment of the reality of the 
pretended art, defired a Spanijh foldier to write the word 
God upon his thumb-nail, which he had heard them ofteit 
repeat ; then calling another foldier, he defired to know 
what thefe tharaders lixteant, and was anfwered God. He 
galled a third, and received the fame anfwer; and at laft 
putting the queftion to the general, Pizarro replied he could 
not tell i and hence it is mferred he could not read, and 
dierte'd that he funk greatly in the inca's opinion, for fhew- 
ing himfelf inferior, in point of knowledge, to the common 
foldiers. Infinuations ^re likewife given, as if this circum- 
flance tended to widen the breach between the emperor and 
the commander, and hurry on the tragical end c^ the 

blc%nts of that place, that it was from feeking their fortunes in 
with difficulty the governor Peru* GarqL Lib. i. Htr, 
could reibrain the whcje colony Dec. iii. lib. viii. <ap. 5. 
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former. Pizarro was piqued to obfcrve the contempt in 
which he 'was held by a barbarian ; and all conftraint being 
now removed, fince the departure of his brother, who ftre- 
nuoufly vindicated the inca upon all occafions, caufed a for- 
mal procefs to be drawn up againft htm, confiding of feve- 
ral articles, many of which were truly abfurd and ridiculous. 
andtrea- That being a baftard, without any right to the imperial dia- 
cheroiijly dem, he had ordered his brother, and legitimate fovercign, 
put him to HuafcoTy to be put to death, and feized his dominions. 
death. That he had given orders for this barbarous murder fince his 
ownimprifonment by the Spaniards, That he was an ido- 
' later. That he not only allowed, but commanded, the fa- 
crifices of men, women, and children. That he had raifed 
unjuft wars, and occafioned much blood-fhed and cruelty. 
That he had levied taxes and tributes fince the arrival of the 
' Spaniards in Peru^ and confumed and embezzled the public 

treafare, which now became the property of the conquerors. 
Ladly, that he had endeavoured to ftir up fa£lions and re- 
bellions againft the Spaniards. From hence it appears that 
Pizarro was refolved, at all events, to rid himfelf of the in- 
ca ; for elfe would he never have drained fo hard to find fuf* 
ficient ground of impeachment. 

• To all thefe charges the inca pleaded not guflty. With 
refpe£t to the death of hi$ brother, he jufijy alledged that the 
' Spaniards could take no legal cognizance of the fa(S^. With 
regard to the taxes which he had levied, and the wars he had 
carried on, they were nothing to the Spaniards ; and as to 
. the confpir^cy mentioned in the impeachment, ic was 
utterly faife and groundlefs. He called heaven and earth 
to witnefs the integrity with which he had difcharged 
his engagements, and the perfidy of his accufersf and 
defired he might be fent over to Spair^ to take his trial be- 
fore the emperor ; but little regard was paid to his remon-' 
iirarxes. He exclaimed, he reafoned, he intreated in vain ; 
Pizarro proceeded out of form to examine (ham evidences, 
and after a full bearing, Almagro and he occupying the 
bench, condemned him to be burnt, giving the fentence into 
the hands of the friar Vincenti V-aherde^ to be revifed and 
, confirmed. It is alledged that the friar ufed every argument 
with the inca to convert him to cbriftianity 5 and that he at 
laft prevailed, on afiuring him that he ihould get the fentence 
changed from burning to ftrangling, which the unhappy 
prince now regarded as an extraordinary favour. In all 
other refpccSs the fentence was rigoroufly executed, and the 
inca yielded up his lad breath with that refolution, firmnefs, 
and heroiim, which would have done honour to a more ci- 
vilized 



7hi Hijlory ^/America. 327 

vtlized prince, and legitimate fovereign. Pizarro did not carry 
his refentmeut farther than the grav^ ; he now treated with 
the utmoft honour the royal cofpfe, went into mourning, 
and faw it interred with the moft folemn magnificence ; but. 
he foon found how deteflable this .a6lion rendered him to the 
natives. As there appeared no fieccffit'y to keep the death of 
the inca fecret, it foon fpread into the remoteft parts of the C"©^- 
empire. Moft hideoug cries were firft fet up by his women ?"^*J^^^ |^ 
as the funeral proceifion paflcd ; many ofiered to bury them- " ^^^''^• 
felves with him, which being refufed, they hanged them- 
felves out of grief aiid vexation. Their aiHi<3ioii commu- 
nicated ttfelf, like a coptageous diftemper, to all who refide4 
Dear them; the whole town of Caxatnalca wa& filled with la- 
mejitations, and the melancholy fcene extended Jtfelf over 
the provinces, then to ^ito^ and afterwards to all the 
countries that acknowledged the fovereignty of Atahuakpa. 
His perfonal merit had gained him powerful alliances, and 
his misfortunes could not fail to move, pity. Friends and 
enemies joined in a^cufing the Spaniards of treachery and in- 
humanity. The ambition of the deceafed pri xe, with ail 
its fatal confequences, were forgot, and nothing now was 
prefent to the imagination of his people but his virtues, 
which they exaggerated, as if to aggravate the crime of hi^ 
barbarous murderers. Loads of gold that were coming to 
Caxamakay by order of Atahualapa^ were now brought back 
to Cuzci^ and the lofs of the treafure was the firft unfortu- 
nate confequence which the Spaniards perceived to flow from 
their late unjuft and iniquitous meafures. The two fac- 
tions of Indians united againft PizarrOy and many of the 
Spaniards not only exclaimed againft'the death of the inca as 
a bafe infradion of the laws of nations, and a violation of 
the Spanijh honour j but they would even have proceeded to 
•pen mutiny, had not the impending danger united them for 
their common fafety. At Cuzco^ the friends of the late em* 
peror Huafcar immediately proclaimed Manco Capac, the le- Manco 
gitimate brother of the late inca, and determined to fupport Capac ,^ 
him with the lafl; drop of their blood againft the machina- proclaimed 
tions and violences of the Spaniards ; while Pi%arro fet up tncahythe 
Taparpa^ the fon of Atahualapa^ caufed him to wear the ini- natives, 
pcrial diadem, to be treated with all the honours due to the 
dignity of 'emperor, and to have all orders and public bufi- 
nefs difpatched in his name. It was efleiitialiy nereflary to 
the fuccefs of his defigns to gain poffeffion of Cuzca^ the ca- 
pital, and fupprefs the oppoftte fa<Stion before it could gather 
ftrength fufEcient to maintain the vigorous refoiutions taken. 
Accordingly he fet ^Jt from Caxamalca^ attended by the new 
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itica, after having fpent feven months in that city, ^herehe 
met with the moft luxurious accommodation^ the foldiers 
being emafculated with cafe and abundance. Near the vallc]^ 
of Xaunoy advice was brought, that an army of Indians had 
occupied the paffes, and refolved to di(pute Pizarro*s pro- 
grefs. Advancing a few miles farther, the plain was feen 
covered with armed troops 5 a fight extremely formidable td 
the Spaniards^ who fo long enjoyed perkSt tranquillity, and 
■^ were now fatigued with the march, and the prodigious rains 
that had lately fallen. Atma^ro led the van ; he approached 
fo near as to hear the enemy's reviKngs, and giving way to 
his indignation, attacked them with great impetuofity, after 
having pafled a rapid river, in defpite of all their oppofition. 
Nothing could withftand the Spanijh cavalry 5 the In^am 
were confounded, broken, and defeated, before the rear came 
to clofe figh:ing. They loft great numbers in the flight, 
and left behind a confiderable quantity of gdd, and other 
booty. In the fruitful vale of Xauna was li temple dedi- 
cated to the fun, where the conquerors likewife foofid fome 
wealth ; and here Pizarro refolved to found a colony, which, 
however, was not permanent, it being afterwards removed to 
the place where now ftands the city Des Ics Reyesy afterwards 
called Lima, 

While Pizarro was thus employed, Ferdinand<f Soto was 
detached with fixty horfe, to m^ke the heft of his way to 
Cu%co, and clear the road for the march of the remainder of 
the army. Soio had not advanced far, when he received 
intelligence, that a confiderable body of the enemy liad for^ 
tified themfelves at Cavahayo^ to defend that pafs.; and fearing 
left his ftrength (hould be unequal, hefentr^tice toPizarrOi 
and defired that the inca might join him, becaufe the pirefence 
and influence of the monarch might poffiblyfave the efftf" 
fion of blood, and obtain the ends of a vifiory without the 
hazard ; but Taparpa fell fick about this tihie, dicd^ and 
thereby fruftrated all the expedlatrorts entertained* by th« 
Spaniards of bringing; the Indians^ by nieans of their friend 
the inca, to acknowledge their authority, Without the ne- 
ceffity of having recourfe to arms. Soto was now forced to 
place his dependence on his own valour ; the Indians had 
cut down a bridge over an exceeding rapid river. that divided 
them from the Spaniards ; but Soio^ without regard to the 
violence of the ftream, plunged in with his horfe, made the 
oppofite banks, put the enemy in confternation, defeated 
them without (\riking a blow, and perforlned what has never 
been fince attempted, the fording a river which had always 
heen deemed imp^ffable, and without ^he Ipfs of a fingle 
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horfe^ or foldier. The enemy^ flying ^o Lima Tamho, he 
continued the purfuit, notwithftanding he had received or- 
ders to advance flowly, faying, it would be folly and 
cowardice to adhere fo literally to orders, as to negle6l feiz- 
ing the opportunity of an important advantage, which could 
not poffibly be forefeen when the orders were iiTued. Accord* 
ingly he continued his march along' the great road, of China'- 
hayfi to the mountain of Bilcoionga^ feven leagues from C«z- 
€0^ where the Indians determined to fortify a difficult pafs, to 
dig pits and trenches, and fill them-wit];i flakes, to incom* 
mode the horfes. Here they refolved to Hiake their laft ef^^ 
fort $ great abundance of pc^vifton was brou^t, the army 
wa$ adgmented, ibme alledge the new inca was prefent, and 
every aieafure taken that could defeat the intention the 
Spaniards had of fei^ing the capital. They faid it was 
(hameful to fuffer themfelves to be driven like a flock of 
fceep before fmty ftrangers, whofc. chief dependence was 
founded on the puflllanimity of their enemies. The prefent 
■O^)ortunjty was favourable, and they bught to flrike the 
\AtfWy where the Spani/h horfe could not aft on account of 
the higgednefs of the ^country. Soto could have n6 reliance 
Upon affiftance from Pizarroy who was emplp);ed in reducing 
the Tuanas and Tayos^ and fettling the new colony. He, 
thferefore, repofed his whole hopes on vigour, atid the poffi- 
bility of repuifing the Indian ;army before it could be rein* 
fbrted. As he advanced, however, it was perceived that 
the enemy were exceedingly numerous. The whole fac^ of 
the tnountain was covered with their forces, and unexpe^ed 
difficulties occurred with refpe£l to the daiiger of the pafs. 
The Indians began to pour, in their darts and arrows upon 
th6 Spaniards With mbre refolution-and regularity than they 
were accuftomed to obferve, which projduccd murmurings 
and difcontents among the foldiers. Upon this Soto told 
his people, that it was now neceffary to conquet or die. The 
ftumbets of the enemy cuk ofF all pofEbility of retreating, 
without being expofed to difgrace, and the mod imminent 
danger; and, if they hefitated a moment, the fame diifi- 
cuhy Would attend their advancing, new |evies being con- 
tinually joining the inca. One vi<£lory more, he faid, would 
rfcmove every obftacle, and the fame valour which had hi- 
therto proved invincible, would now likewife be fuccefsful, 
if they would exert it 2is hcQumG Spaniards, This fpeccb 
gave new life and vigour to the troops. They advanced 
with great refolution up the hill, amidfl (bowers of the 
enemy's weapons, and reaching the narrow pafs, they formed 
thcmfclvestv^ro a bretft, ^nt tfaclr way through xhs^ndians^ 

made 
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made dreadful flaughtcr, and at laft reached the fumtnit of 
the mountain, in defpite of all reflftance. Five foidiers and 
two horfes were killed in this attack, and eleven men and 
fourteen horfes wounded ; however, the joy of obtaining 
a viftory rendered this lofs of lefs confidcration. It is pro- 
bable that Sola moft have encountered the fame dangers ' 
next morning, had not y//m^?^rfffeafonably arrived with a re- , 
inforcement, which fo difpirited the Indians^ that they dropped 
their intention of, renewing the engagement, and fuffcred 
^he Spaniards to proceed unmolef^ed. 

PIZARRO had detached Gabriel de Kojas with a party to 
Pacacamat about the fame time that Soto began his march 
for Cuzco. This officer was met on the road by the Peru- 
vian general ^izquaz ^, and twelve thoufand men, who 
had determined upon revenging the death of the inca AtQ' 
Several hualapa, Herre^a and moft of the Spanijh writers relate, that 
expeditioTu a battle was fought, which terminated to the advantage of 
made by Rojas ; but Garcilajo affirms, that ^izquaz receiving in- 
ihe Spa- telligence of the approach of the Spaniards^ in a careiefi 
niards tnio manner placed a great number of troops in ambuOi in the 
tjferent ^qqJj gj^j ro^ks, and ranging his army in a femicircle, in 
provinces. ^ narrow pafs through which the Spaniards muft proceed, 
, attacked them with great fury, and at the fir/l oniet wound- 
ed four foidiers in the rear, and killed twelve auxiliary In- 
dhns. When the horfe advanced, ^izquaz retreated flow- i 
ly among the rocks, where part of his troops were concealed, 
ahd by this means drew the Spaniards into his fnare. The 
cavalry purfued, and were fuddenly attacked by the Indians 
in ambufcade. Here the flaughter began, feventecn Spaniards 
were killed, feveral were wounded, and feven fell into the 
hands of the enemy. A multitude of the auxiliary Indians 
]ay bleeding on the fteld, and the viSory was con^plete in 
favour of ^izquaz 8, although it is difputed by the Spanijh 
writers. Garcilajfo fpeaks, as if Piawrr^ had beedprefent in 
this battle ; and he affirms, that the Spanijh wouhded and 
prifoners were treated with the greateft humanity by the 
Indians^whok general accepted peace not withftanding his vic« 
tory. One they put to death, upon information that he was 
deeply concerned in the death of the inca Atahualapa^ and 
had a£bual1y drawn. up the procefs againft the monarch, al- 
though this account was in reality falfe. It was owing to 
the policy arid diligence of the Spanijh prifoners that a peace 
was negotiated. They fo. gained upon the afFedions of the 
Indians^ and powerfully reprefented the madnefs of oppofing 

^ HiRR£RA. s Garcilasso, lib. ii. cap. 9. 
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PizarrOf who had more than half the empire in fiisinle- 
reft, that they difmiffed them with rich prefents of gold^ figned 
a peace with them, as the reprefentatives of the general, 
and exhorted them to procure his ratlBcation of the treaty ;( 
the terms of which were to tne following purpofe. That 
henceforward all hofttlities fhould ceafe between the Spa^ 
niards and Indians, That the Spaniards fliould- not deprive 
the. new inca of his right, nor oppofe his cledlion. Thar 
the Spaniards (hould fet all the Indians at liberty whorn they 
held in chains, and that henceforward no Indian fliould be 
ifnprifoned who was willing to enter into the Spanijh fer- 
vice. That all the laws made by the former incas, which 
were not prejudicial to the ptetenfions of the Spaniards, (hould 
remain in force ; and that the governor Don Francifco Pizarro 
ibould fend this treaty to the court of Spain, to be ratified by 
the emperor. 

The new colony at St, Miguel was left under the direc- 
tion of Sebaftian de Belalcazar. Since the departure of 9i* 
'zarroy it was powerfully reinforced by a great number of S^^- 
niards, that flocked from Panama, upon the report of the 
immenfe riches acquired by the adventurers. Belalcazar, 
who was of a warlike, enterpriiing fpirit, thought to profit 
by his ftrength, enlarge his ftockof riches by new conquefts, 
and rival the power of the other commanders, by ftriking 
feme blow equally important and unexpe<^ed. He con^- 33]^]^^- 
trived matters wi^h fuch addrefs, that the council propofed zar'/ ^;r/<?- 
he (hould march with a body of forces to ^ito, where it iiition to 
was reported Atahualapa, and the preceding inca, had trea-<^ito. 
fured up much wealth. He was not long in obeying the or- 
ders of the magiftrates. Having aflembled a corps of an- 
hundred and forty harfe and foot well armed, he marched 
to Carrachahamha, one of the interior mountainous pro- 
vinces, and, before he reached Zerapaltidn fuffered incredible 
hardfhips. The news of his progrefe foon reached ^ito\ 
upon which it is fuppofed that the Indians concealed a pro- 
digious quantity of gold and filver, in order to difappoint 
the Spaniards, whofe avarice they deteftcd. They alfo af- 
fembkd 'forces to oppofe them, under the condud of Yiuru- 
minaviy who'reprefented to them the danger that threatened 
their liberty, lives, and property. The firft thii?g done by this 
general was, to difpatch a body of men to watch the mo- 
tions of the Spaniards, in the neighbourhood of Zeropalta. 
Without knowing any thkig 5P this detachment, Bdakazar 
was advancing with thirty horfe towards fomabamba, met 
the Indian party on the road, and by his prefenc , with 
the terror which his horfe infpired, defeated their defigns^ 

and 
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and obliged tKem to retire with great precipitation to tlie 
main army. ' 

While the Spanijh commander refided at Tomabamha^ be 
received an embafly from the inhabitants of the provinces 
called Canaries^ deHring an alliance with the Spaniards^ ia 
order to revenge the cruelties committed by the friends of 
Atabualapa^ in their country, during the late civil commo- 
tions. Their requeft was readily granted, and Behkazat 
exhorted them to raife forces immediately to affift in the de- 
iigns formed upon ^Ito* However, before any efFe<as could 
be expeded from this confederacy, advice of the defeat of 
their detachm^rrt arrived at J^«//^, where it produced die 
ftrongefl and mbli ardent thirlt of revenge. It was imme- 
diately refolved to raife an army of fifty thoufand men, and 
to crufh the Spaniards under the weight of naitlbers. &- 
lalcazar was no lefs diligent and eager. He detached a 
fmall party of ten horfe, uhder the condud o^ Ruyz DiaZj 
to get intelligence, and reconnoitre the ebemy's difpoiition. 
This party was foon attacked, and fufrounded by a body of 
Indians (Jaced in ambufh by the general. The Spaniard 
fought with great refolution, and made dreadful carnage; 
but he mufl have funk uiKkr the weight of fuperior numbers, 
had not one of his foldiers broke through the enemy by an 
extraordinary effort, and giVen a(dvice to Belalcazar of the 
^ danger of iJtfyz, Leaving a fmall party for the fecurityof 
his quarters, Belakazar pbfted av<?ay to the aififtance of this 
brave officer, whom he found ^fighting valiafitly iij the midft 
of heaps of flaughtered Indians, The enemy were not dif- 
couragcd either with their lofs, or the arrival of Belalca%ar: 
on the contrary, their fury was exalted, they redoubled their 
endeavours, and appeared determined to perifh or to cpnquer ; 
but fatigue, at length, obliged the combatants to feparate, 
as if by mutual agreement, the Indians all the while de- 
nouncing vengeance, and boafting that the Spaniards would 
. find a different kind of refiflance' in their approacties to 
^ito^ to what they met with at Caxamalca. 

In the night BMcaTutr took the utmoft care of his wound- 
ed, while the enemy employed themfelves diligently in mak- 
ing fuch fortifications as the time \^ouId allow, and they 
thought fufficient to refift the power of the Spaniards, Of 
this the Spanijh commander was awa^e. The courage and 
obftinacy tHey had (hewn the paft day, left him little hope 
that he^fhould be able to force their entrenchments: he 
therefore refolved to try the effefts of policy, and, while 
the darknefs of the night concealed his motions, to take 
the road of Cbimo and Tarbas, An Indian offered to con- 

dufS 



The Hijiory of Am^rici. 333 

du£fc him by a iafe road .through which he might efcape the 
enemy ; but he had fcarce marched a league wh^n he ws^s 
overtaken, and attacked in the rear, by the whole body of the * 

Indian army. At the fame time, Tiuruminavi difpatched fe<- 
veral thoufand men to occupy the paffes, and dig pits, which 
he ordered to be covered with grafs, as paiTes i^r the cavalry. 
The a£lion was fuftained in the rear by thirty horfe, whil^ 
Belakaxar, with the reil of the troops, ftruggled to gain z 
neighbouring eminence, which. he at laft accomplifhed, after 
much difEcuhy, and then^fent fuccour to the cavalry in the 
rear. Here the battle raged for fome time, until the enemy 
thought that the pits,- ordered to be dug, were finifhed j 
when they drew ofF, apd wheeled, with great velocity, to 
the front. What the confequence of this ftratagem might 
have been, i^ uncertain, had it not been difcovered to Bs- 
hkazar by a deferter j but it was now rendered abortive by 
the refolution of the Spaniards to quit the road to Riobamba^ 
and make the beft of their way over fome fteep mountains 
leading to ^ito. When the Indians obferved their inten- 
tion, they were difpirited, not doubting but the Spaniards 
were protected by fome divinity, who revealed all the ftra- 
tagems contrived againft them. They infiftcd that their ge- 
nerals would make immediate propofals of peace j but Tturu^ y 
minavi laboured to convince theip, that it was better to pe- 
rifb with their fwords in their hands, than to become the 
flaviOi dependants on an infolent, rapacious enemy, who 
paid no regard to juftice, innocence, treaties, misfortune, oj: 
the moft (acred ties of religion and humanity. His elo- 
quence again roufed up their refentment, and they marched 
in purfuit of the Spaniards^ who arrived fafe at the ftately 
palace of Riobamha before they were overtaken. From thence 
they fallied out with thirty horfe upon the Indians^ and drove 
them back with great flaughter ; but they again returned 
at the perfuaGon of their general, and feenied determined 
to difpute every inch of the road to ^ito. After refting 
twelve days, Belalcazar refumed his march, and was joined on 
the road by a body of his new allies, the Canaries^ who con- 
gratulated him very cordially on his late victories, and aiTured 
him of their endeavours to render the iffue of the expedi- 
tion as fortunate as the beginning. They were averfe to 
all pacific overtures j however, the Spanifli general, that he 
might have nothing to reproach himfelf with, in cz{^ of any 
untoward incident, made very equitable , propofals to the 
Indians, which were rejected by Tiufuminavi, who was now 
fortified on the oppofite bank of a river, over which the Spa- 
niards were to pafs. The cavalry Ic.d the way, and charged 

with 
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with great impetuofity ; the infantry followed, plycd tlieif 
mufketry and crofs-bows while they were croffing the river, 
and, as foon as they touched ihore, fell in with their fwords 
upon the enemy with irreiiftible fury, and defeated them at 
the firft onfet, making very confiderable {laughter, and a 
number of prifoners. Here they had lilcewtfe dug pit$ for 
the horfes ; but the Spaniards grown cautious by experience, 
difcovered and eluded the ftratagem : yet ftill they were 
continually harraffcd in their march; every thing pro- 
duced friem and obftinate fkifmiflies. Belakazuxr was tired 
and (hocked with flaiighter and bloodfhed ; he fent an 
Indian^ with a crofs in his hand, to make propofals of 
peace, or, at leaft, of a ceflation from hoftilities, which 
many of the Indians were ready to embrace, had not Yiu- 
miravi again interpofed, and by his inflammatory eloquence 
revived the dying fparks of refentment and vengeance. He 
painted the chafader of the Spaniards in the moft odious 
colours, and declared his fixed refolution rather to perifli 
than fubmit; a determination to which all prefently acceded. 
They honoured their leader with the title of aiundapo^ or 
great lord, and, in the tranfport of their fury, murdered the 
mefTenger. Every mind was bent on oppofmg the advances 
of the Spaniards to ^ito ; they made perpetual attacks, -and 
kept Belaicazar in continual alarm and hurry, but could 
not prevent his reaching a pafs in the country of ^«/><?, which 
they had fortified with all the knowledge they poflefTed in 
the art of war. Several deep trenches had been dug here, 
^_.^nd divers little baftions, filled with archers, were ereflied; 
-^wdwever, the fame of the immenfe treafures contained in 
the capital of the province fo inflamed the minds of the 
SpanairdSf that they pufhed the attack with more than human 
valour, carried all t^ie works before them at the firfl aflauk, 
drove the enemy to take fhelter in ^uitOy and from- thence 
in the mountains. Tiuruminavi perceiving he could not marn- 
tain his ground in the city, ufed his utmoft influence with 
the inhabitants to retire to the mountains, and there watch 
the firft favourable opportunity of attacking the enemy, lul- 
led in fecurity, and intoxicated with profperity ; but three 
hundred families having refolved to rely upon the humanity 
of the Spaniards^ \\t ordered them to be mafTacred, and their 
houfes levelled to the ground. Thus Belalcazar got pof- 
f^lTion of the city, without oppofition, though here he ex- 
peded the greateft refiftance ; but none of the vaft treafures 
of which fame had fpoke loudly were to be found, to the 
grievous difappointment of the foldiers, who now regretted 
fill their paft labours. Belalcazar made the ftri6teft enquiry 

amongft 
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amoxigft the natives ; but he could obtain no other anfiver, 
than ih^LiYluruminavi had concealed it in fome place unknown 
to them, and that great riches were carried off by the fami- 
lies who retreated to the mountains. 

Mean time Pedro de Alvarado^ one of the principal ojEcers Pedro Al- 
cngaged under C^rf/as in the conqucft o( Mexico^ was fe-v^radoar- 
duced by the report of the inexhauftible weahh of Peru to ri*ves in 
raife an armament for invading ihat empire, contrary to Peru, 
the exprefs privileges granted to Pizarro and Almagro, Al- 
moft all the Spanijh fettlements on the continent were aban- 
doned by the inhabitants, who Rocked in crowds to (hare 
in the honour and profit of Pizarro's enterprife. Jlvarad) 
with regret beheld himfelf fecond to Cortez in the former 
expedition ; but h'e hoped to render himfelf equal,, or even 
fuperior to Pizarro in the fecond ; and to his own experience * 
in the art of war, he joined the afliftance of fome of the 
beft officers and approved foldiers of the age. Garcilajfo de 
la VegOy whofe father attended Mvurado upon this occahon, 
alledges, that he had a commiffion from Charles V. to con- 
quer, govern, and plant all thofe countries on that part of 
the continent, not yet poflefled by the Spaniards^ and that 
his jurifdiflion was wholly independent on the authority of 
Pizarro and Almagro :_ this is poffible. enough ; but with re- 
fpeft to Peruy it was contained in the charter given tp 
Pizarro, While Aharado's fleet and army were getting 
ready, he difpatched Garcias Holguin^ in a fmall veflel, to pro- 
cure fome intelligence of the country and coaft, againft 
which he intended the expedition, and alfo of the progrefs 
of the Spaniards ; but Holguin^ after encountering manifeld 
ha^dfliips, could proceed no farther than Puerto Viejoy where 
he received fome vague accounts of Pizarro ^ the riches he 
had acquired, the immenfe wealth that ftill remained; and 
a few other general pieces ©f information, with which he re- 
turned to Mvaradoy and whetted the appetite of the mari- 
ners and foldiers for purfuing the enterprife. They now 
embarked to the number of feven hundred men, two hun- 
dred and twemy-fey^n of whom were horfemen ; and, after 
thirty days failing, arrived at Cape St. Francis^ in one degree 
of north latitude. Alvarado perceiving the crews grew fickly, 
and that the horfes periflicd, or contraSed fuch difeafes as 
would render them ufelefs, landed on the bay of Caragues^ 
harangued his men, nominated all his officers, fent the pro- 
vifions by fea to Puerto Viejo^ and proceeded with fome horfe 
to MantUy a town in which was found a very rich booty in 
gold and filver. Orders were given to the pilot to fail along 
the coaft of Peru^ to the farther extremity of Pizarro's ^go- 
vernment. 
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vernmcnt, to make the neceffary charts, obferve the found- 
ings and harbours, and fct up mar!;s of having taken formal 
pofieflion. It appears that Alvarado had no defign to en- 
croach on Pizarrd's. rights ; but the exaggerated accounts 
which the Indians gave of the incredible wealth of ^/Ve, fo 
inflamed his people, that he was compelled into that expedi- 
tion, to avoid of being deferted. The hardffaips from 
famine and fatigue, encountered in this tedious and perilous 
march, proved the ruin of his army. Great numbers of 
men and horfes died, and to fuch neceflity were the troops 
reduced, that even the officers lived upon the flefh of dogs 
and horfea which had periflied with want. What the Spamjb 
writers relate of his having pafled over fnowy mountains un^ 
der the equator, and lofing fixty of his people, who were 
. frozen to death, has fo much the air of fable, that we do 
not chufe to follow them in fo extraordinary a particular. 
Very probably the heavy rains, which fell in thofe countries, 
might have produced a mortality among the Spaniards ; and 
we cannot pofiibly deny, although we have the liberty of 
doubting, another circumilanqe in the Spanijh account of this 
expedition. It is affirmed, that Alvarado diredied bis march 
over a fandy defart, wholly deflitute of water j where all his 
people muft infallibly have peri(h?d, had tljey not providen- 
tially met with large groves of bamboe canes, of extraordi- 
nary fize, in the joints of which was^ found a fufficient quan- 
tity of excellent water for the men and horfes. 

At this time Pizarro and Almagro were deeply engaged 
in the progrefs of their conqueft, and the news o^ Alvarado^ 
approach and defigns gave them the greatell difturbance. A 
bodyofhorfe was. immedately detached by Almagro to watch 
his motions ; but this party fell into Alvarado*^ hands, was 
kindly treated, and difmifTed. This moderation fuggefted 
the firft idea of compromiling differences in fuch a manner, 
I that all (bouU heartily unite in the fame deCgn. AimaprQ 
made the propofals, and they were accepted, wichout hefua- 
tion, by Alvarado ; who was fenfible of the neceffity of pcr- 
feft harmony among the Spaniards ^ which alone could infure 
_ fuccefs to any of the parties engaged in this arduous enter- 

zarro 'and P^'^^* A" interview was appointed, and the following agree- 
Aa»ro. ment figned by the commanders ; that an hundred thoufand 
"pefos (hould be paid to Alvarado, by Pizarro and Almagro ; 
that fuch of Alvarado^s officers and foldiers as defired to ferve 
• . under Pizarro and Almagro, fhould be provided for as their 

own troops, according to the merit of their fervices ; that 
Alvarado ftiould return to Mexico, after hehad vifited Pizarn 
at Cuzco, of which capital he had heard the moft extrava- 
gant 
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gant accounts. There were fome other flipulations of Icfs Heatmest^ 
€x>tirequence in this treaty, to which both parties adhered an agne- 
with great punQuality; except thafP/zarr^, apprehenfive w»^ 'with 
left feeing, the immenfe wealth of Cwzr^ might ftagger >f/- Pizarro 
varadoh refolutjon, fent bim a meflage, that he would fave ^^^Alma- 
himthe trouble of lb tedious a joarncy, and give him the meet- P®* 
ing in the Valley Pacacamec ; for which place he. immediately 
fet out, efcorted by a body of cavalry. Here he met with Al- 
varado and Almagro, to the former of whom he gave the com- 
mand of all tlie troops while he remained there, in order to 
ingratiate himfelf the more, and by aSs of com plaifance keep 
jfbuarado fteady to his agreement. He alfo paid him 20,00Q 
pefos more than was ftipulated in the treaty, made him feve- 
ral valuable prefents of torquoifes, and other precious ftones, 
and conduced himfelf with fo much add reft, lix^x. Alvarada 
returned perfeflly fatisfied to Mexico^ having been fully fe- 
compenced for the expences and trouble of the expedition, 
and aflured that all his foldiers and officers would be well 
provided for, according to their feveral abilities. 

We m-uft now return to furvey the proceedings of PizOt" 
r9^ previous to the agreement with Aharado^ which wb were 
obliged to defer, to prevent interrupting the chain of events. 
He had remained at Caxamalca fince the death of Atahualapay 
Contenting himfelf with fending detachments to gain a more 
pferfeft krtowledge of the different provinces. We have re- 
lated the iffue of thefe expeditions, and the death of the new 
inca, Taparpa^ fet up by the Spaniards, Pizarro novf de- . 

termined to follow Soto, with the reft of the forces, and pro- pjjj^ 
ceed to Cuzco; the total redudion of which might &^^^^ fets out fen 
contribute to reftore the tranquillity of Pern% and difpofe the q^zco* • 
n&tives to fubmi/fion. yf/wd'^f^ accompanied him in this niarch^ 
and was chiefly inftrumemal in the defeat of an Indian zxmy 
that oppofed their progrefs, and gave battle in the vale of 
Xausca, On the mountain of Bilcaconga he rejoined Sotoi 
and in the month oiOSfober made his public entry, without 
obftru<3ion, into the great city of Cuzco ; where, n<>twith- 
ftanding the immenfe wealth that had been carried off and 
concealed, he found treafures, - beyond the moft fanguine 
expectation, in gold and filver, caft into bars, veffels, and • 
ornaments. Gomara gives the following account of the be- 
haviour of the Spaniards at Cuzco^ and of the yaft riches they 
acquired. ** They immediately fet to work in unripping 
** the gold and filvcr from the walls of the temple, to dig vip 
*' the veffels of gold and filver concealed in the graves, and 
*' buried with the dead, to plunder the idols, houfcs, and 
" fortrefs, in which great quantities of the precious metal 

Mob. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. % '^ kad 
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<< had been amafied by the late inca. In Cuuo much larger 
«' treafures were found than thofe brought to the Spaniards 
<( for the ranfom of jttahualapa* However, the,ihare of 
<' each' fold ier was not equal to the former dividend, be- 
<< caufe their number3 were now greatly augmented by ifl- 
« varado's troops ; nor was the fame of this adion fo loud 
«< as the firft, which united the triumph of riches widi 
'< ^ the imprifonment of a great monarch. A certain Spaniard 
«< entered a vault, and found there an entire tomb of puce 
<< filver, of ineftimahle value. Others met with fimilar 
«< fortune in an inferior degree ; for it was cuftomary with 
*< the rich men of this country to be buried in this manner 
«( in the fields, and laid in flate like idols. Nor were the 
«< Spaniards contented with this prize; but ftill thiriUng 
«« after more wealth, they fcarched, with indefatigable in- 
.<< duftry, for the treafures of Huafcar Capac^ and other 
*' princes oiCuzco ; but they were difappointed in their en- 
*< quiries, although they tortured feveral poor Indians^ to 
<< oblige' them to difcover what they did not know» «and the 
<< places where their great men were interred ^." It is probable 
that the Peruvians concealed their riches in the temples and 
tombs, becaufe th^y could not imagine the Spaniards would 
be fo brutal, as to rake up the afhes of the dead, or violate 
the reverence due to the gods; in which they were miftaken. 
Being now in pofleffion of the capital, Pizarro invited 
the people to return to their dwellings. It was by no means 
his intention to drive the people to defpair, left the whole 
power of Peru uniting, might inclofe bim in Cuzcoy and, by 
cutting oiF his provifion, reduce him to their own terms, 
without hazarding a battle, or giving the Spaniards an op- 
portunity of exerting their fuperior ikill and courage. Many 
accepted *the invitation; and it is afTerted, that the inca 
himfelf made an offer to embrace chriftianity, and acknow- 
ledge the fovereigDty of his catholic majefty, provided that 
neither himfelf nor his fubjeds fhould, for the future, be 
molefted in their perfons and property. He entertained 
thoughts of vifiting Pizarro in perfon, and demanding reflitu- 
tion of his kingdom, on the preceding conditions ; but he was 
difluaded for this time by the remonftrances of his council, 
who ftrongly admonifhed him not to confide in the treache-. 
rous Spaniards^ who had cruelly put his brother to death, 
without regard to the mofl: folemn engagements. Soon after, 
however, he refumed the fame projed, and fpoke to his 
council in the fgllowing terms : ^^ Sons> brethren, and fub- 

^ Cap. cxxiv. 
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*< je6ts, we have now determined to demand juftice in per- Ti^e incurs 

** fon of thofe ftrangers, reputed the dcfcendents of thc/peech to 

*^ gvedX goi f^irachoca^^ who^ at their firft entfence into our ^^'^^«^«7. 

** country, declared their firm refolution to do juftice to all 

•* mankind. I cannot therefore doubt they will admit tt\j 

<« claim^ fo confonant to reafon and equity. If they reaJl^y 

** are the children of the fun, as our anceflors were, who 

*' brought us truth for a principle, their a£tions will corrcf- 

*V pond with their words, and they will certainly not deny 

*' what they folemnly engaged to perform. For my part, 

** I had rather truft to the juftice of my caufe, than to the 

«« force of arms* If they arc what they pretend, the mef- 

'* fengers Qi the god Pachacm w> they will dread ofrcnding 

<< him, by doing any thing fo incpnhftent as injuftice with 

•* the nature of the divinity. Let us therefore boldly go to 

** them, armed with the juftice of our caufe ; and fince we , 

** believe them to be the offspring of the great deity, truft 

•« they will zBi agreeable to their high defcent. Our an- 

«* ceftors never deprived the curacas of their hereditary rights, 

•* even in cafes of rebellion j can we then imagine that the 

** Spaniards will diveft us of our lawful inheritance, who 

" never did them any injury, who, inftead of oppofing their 

«* entrance, adually refigned every thing upon^thcir fum- 

*' mons ? Let us go in a "peaceable manner j for if we go r 

*^ armed, they will fufpeS our iatentions are hoftile, and 

" will make that a pretext for refufing pur juft demand* 

" Avarice lays hold of the froalleft opportunity to gratify 

" that paffion. Inftead of our arms, let us carry fuch pfe-^ 

*• fents with us, as may ferve to win the afFeiSions of co- 

^< vetous men, and pacify the difpleafure of offended gods. 

" Let us collet all the gold and filver, and precious ftones, 

** in our power, and by this offering of our wealth, take 

"away the temptation to injuftice and oppreffion. It is 

" true, the ancient -power of our kings is fallen ; but ftill 

" let us maintain their integrity, honour, and prudence! 

" and if this will not prevail with tlie ftrangers to reftore to 

" us our empire, we may then abfolutely conclude, that 

" the prophecy of the inca, our father and predeccflbr, is 

" accompliflicd, that our monarchy is to be tranflated to 

" ftrangers, our political government deftroyed, and our 

'* religion aboliflied ; part of which prophecy we have al- . 

" ready feen fulfilled. Jf the Pac/jacamac has ordered thefe 

" things, what have we to do but to fubmit ? Let them ad 

" as they pleafe, it becomes us to purTue the maxims of rea- 

" fon and juftice." 

Z 2 This 
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This fpeec^, pronounced with great pathos and energy, 
drew tears from the whole aiTembly. They lamented the 
approaching deftruftion of the empire, but prepared to obey 
their prince, and provide every neceflary for his journey, 
The inca Wheahis retinue aud equipage was in readinefs, he fet out 
njifititbe for Cuzco^ with a great number of vaflals, officers ofhij 
Spaniards, army, great lords of his houfliold, and other dependents ; 
and was met by the Spaniards^ who had intimation of hii 
defign, at fomo diftance from the city. His courtiers ad- 
yifed that he might be carried, agreeable to his dignity, in 
the ftate-diair, made of pure gold, and wear on his temples 
the coloured wreath : but the inca faid, that thefe badges 
of royalty ill-became a petitioner $ therefore he defired to 
be conveyed in a bare low litter. He was received and wel- 
comed with great reverence by Pizarroy who caufed him tp 
be crowned and invefled in the cafibna, or royal palace, 
with all the formality ufed on former occafions in that 
country. A treaty was concluded, favpurable to both par- 
ties, which we need not fpecify, as it was foon broken, and 
mutually difregardcd. Thefe pacific meafures were taken, 
becaufe it was known, that both the fouthern and northern 
f^r luith provinces were aflembling forces, under the generals Yirum- 
the In- ^^'^ ^^^ ^izquiz ; and alfo, becaufe Pizarrp had formed a 
ilians. project of fettling colonies, and* founding cities upon tht 
Coaft, which he could not execute until the public commo- 
tions were fubfided. The latter of thefe generats> incenfed 
at the conceffions made by the inca, and the power aflumed 
by a few hundred ftrangers in the centre of the empire, and 
heart of the capital, aflembled a great army of Mitimies to 
expel them from Peru^ and recover the ancient liberty of 
the nation. He harangued his people with great vehemence, 
laid before them the (hamefiil ufurpation of the Spaniards^ 
the difgraceful timidity of the inca, the danger that threaten- 
ed their religion, manners, lives, and properties, the dread- 
ful carnagie already made by the ftrangers, their extraordinary 
avarice and rapacity. With every other circumftance that 
could roufe, inflame, and animate. When he found be 
had fufficiently excited a fpirit of refentment and revenge, 
he artfully applied himfclf to the Guamaraconas^ a nation 
diftingui&cd for valour in the province of ^ito. This peo- 
ple had already felt the fcourge of Spanijh tyranny, and 
tbirfted for an opportunity of revenging their loiles and dif- 
graces. Thefe he advifed, merely to try their fentiments, 
to retire quietly to the lands of their anceftors, to till the 
grounds, and depend on the generofity of the ftrangers for 
the liberty of enjoy in j; the fruits of thoir labour. So inflam- 
matory 
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matory an indnuation produced thedefired effe<3:. The Gua- 
maraconas declared to a man, they would firft try the fortune 
of war with the Spaniards^ defircd he would conduct them, 
and, if'they failed in the enterprife, they would then purfue 
his advice, and fubmit to flavery. It was then refolved to 
attack Cuzcoj and endeavour to drive the Spaniards out of the 
capital, and, accordingly he advanced with great refolucion. 
Pizarro zxiAAlmagro^ who had intimation of the dcligns of the 
hdians^ marched out at the head of a fele£t body of horfe 
and foot, came up with the enemy at the bridge of Apurima^ 
and, by the vigour of their onfet, foon reduced them, un- 
mindful of all their valorous determinations* Without 
fcarce any reflftance, they turned their backs, and fuffered 
themfelves to be flaughtered in heaps, till night and fatigue 
put a ilop to bloodfhed. SeU continued the purfuit as far as 
Bikasy while Pizarro returned triumphant to Cuzco^ in fuH 
expedation that the enemy would not venture upon a fe- 
cond attempt to difturb the public tranquillity \ in which he 
was midaken. 

^UlZ^UIZ was difconcerted, but not difcouraged, by this 
defeat. He refolved upon another trial of arms, and ac- 
cordingly fet, with great diligence, about levying forces. 
It was now his Intention to furprife the Spaniards ; but it was 
Impoffible to condu(3 fo great an undertaking with fecrecy. 
The TnucanoeSf who flood in dread of Pizarro^ brought him 
informations of all that was tranfafling ; and it was deter- 
mined ta meet the Indians in the plain, where the cavalry 
might a£t in conjunction with the infantry and confederate 
Indians^ Here another battle was fought with the fame for- 
tune ; but viftory proved lefs decifive, and more bloody on 
the fide of the Spaniards^ who could not prevent ^izquiz 
from taking the road of ^ito^ in good order. 

It was after tbefe fortunate events, that Pizarro re- 
folved to purfue his proje<9: of eftablifliing colonies, and 
building cities, for which purpofe he now fet out for 
Cuzco. Accordingly he laid the foundation of Lima^ in 
twelve degrees and a half fouth latitude, on the boarders 
of a river, about fix miles from the South Sea^ and near- 
ly the fame diftance from the ifland and harbour of Cal- 
lao. In this particular Garcilajfo and Herrera agree, not- 
withflanding fome writers date the foundation of this capital 
four years earlier. Hither he removed the colony fettled at 
the city called Des los Reyes^ and it foon became populous and 
flourilhing. Lands were affigned to the inhabitants ; and 
the natives, who wefe tied down to the glebe under the cu- 
racasj were how transferred like cattle, or any other pro- 

Z 3 perty. 
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pcrty, by the Spamards. Proceeding farther northward, he 
built another city, in nearly the eighth degree of fouth lati- 
• tude, which he called TruxiUo ; and here alfo he made o^ 
divifion of the lands and Indians among the new colonifts, 
without any diftinftion between thofe who were born free- 
men, and thofe who had been flaves and villains from their 
birth, all being fubjeded to the fame driidgery, and dw? 
fame tortures, if they proved difobedient, repined at their 
hard fate, or refufed to difcover, what they never knew^ 
where the treafuresof the caziques and princes were depofited. 
During his refidence in this city, advices arrived from Spain^ 
that his brother Ferdinando had fucceeded in alfnoft all his 
' negotiations at the Spanijh court. Pizarro petitioned that 
bis government might be extended two hundred leagues to 
the fouthward ; that he might have a grant to him and his 
lieirs of the province of Atabibs^ with all its revenues, and 
the perpetual vaflalage of twenty thoufand Indians : but the 
emperor, who found an unreafonable ambition in this re- 
queft, only veftcd him with the title of marquis of that pro- 
vince, and enlarged his government to the fouthward. But 
with refpe(^ to the dominion over the Indians^ he muft, he 
faid, inform himfelf of the peculiar cuftoms of the country^ 
and the -equity of the meafure j after which Pizarro might 
depend on all the favour that was confiftent withjufticc. 
Almagra too, in confequenoe of Ferdinando Pizarro^^ appli- 
cation, had very extraordinary honours beftowed upon him. 
He was created marquis of Peruj and had a jurifdi£^ion of 
200 leagues extent, fouthward of the frontier of Pizarro^ 
government. He was likewife , impowered to make difco- 
veries in what manner he thought proper ; and the rich pro- 
vince of Chili fell under his authority, which laid the foun- 
?'ealoufy o/^dation of all the difcord and contention that enfued, Almagro 
isitarro and Pizarro grew jealous of the favours fhewn to each by 
^nd AI- the government. The one regarded the other as the minioq 
inagro. of the court, and complained that fufficicnt regafd had not 
been paid to his peculiar fervices. . Their adherents cherifhe4 
thefe feeds of anindofity, and the brothers of Pizarro treated 
the friends of Almagro with great haughtinefs. The Spanijb 
writers differ in their relation of this affair. Herrera alledges, 
that the marquis Pizarro returning from Truxilloy adjuitec| 
all differences with Almagro^ reftrained the infolence of his 
brethren, fet out for Umay and left the government of Cttza^ 
in the hands of one of his brothers ; while, on the other 
hand, Almagro went upon an expedition to Chili. On the 
contrary, Garcilaffo afErms, that Almagroj jealous of the 
capital's being affigned to Pizarro, took upon fnmfelf the 

title 
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fele of governor of Cuzco^ and all its dependencies, and 
threw oiF all fubordination to Pizarro ; an ufurpation that 
was boldly oppofed by the brothers of the marquis. Accord- 
ing to this writer, the difpute rofe to fuch a height, that 
both parties had recourfe to arms, a formal war was declared, 
znd {everzl Spaniards znd Indians were flain on both fides, 
before the- arrival of the marquis, who, by his moderation 
and policy, accommodated all differences, and concluded a 
treaty with Almagro, It was therefore, in all probabih'ty, 
after this affair, that Almagro formed the fcheme of march- 
ing to ChiU ; fince we find it cxprelsly flipulated in the treaty 
with Pizarros that his right to this province (hould not only 
be uncontcfted, but he fliould have the command of the 
bulk of their joint forces to affift him in reducing it to obe- 
dience. The other principal articles of the agreement were, 
that the co-partner(hip between Pizarro Sind Almagro {hould 
fubiift, without infra^on through intereft, ambition, or any 
other motive ; that all the conditions ftipulated in the ori- 
ginal contrad, fhould be rigoroufly maintained ; that all 
difpatches to the court of Spam (hould be in the joint name 
of the commanders ; and that all profits and expences (hould 
be clearly produced, and faithfully divided. This treaty was 
figncd on the I2th day of y««^, and folemnly fworn to by 
both parties $ but how it was executed, will foon appear. 

Such was the pofture of affairs when Almagro propofed to 1535. 
fet out on the expedition to the fouthward ; requefling the Almagro 
inca to appoint two Indians of diflin£Uon, to prepare and dif- ^^^^ «po» 
pofe the minds of the natives for the reception of the Spanijh ^^^xpedi'^ 
fbrces. In confequence of this requeft, the inca ordered his Ji.?!,/'' 
brother Topu^ and the high prieft yikhomay to execute that ^™"« 
commif&on, whofe high dignity would not only give them 
confequence with the natives, out whofe abfence from Cuzco 
would remove all caufe of jealoufy from the Spaniards^ as 
the high prieft was of a reftlefs turbulent fpirit (D). The 
Spaniards alfo took with them a great number of (laves to 
carry the baggage ; and that all the foldiers migh^ be welt 
fopplied with neceSaries, Almagro lent them two hundred 

(D) As a fpecimen of the Almagro told him, he might 

immenfe wealth fouod at Cuzco^ take as msmy as he could hold 

it is fuffideat to obferve, that in both hands : befides which, 

when the plate was melting hemade aprefenttothefoldier'$ 

down to defray the expences of wife of four hundred pieces of 

4bnagro\ expedition, one of the eighth H^rrfra, dec. iv. lib. ii. 

(oldiers begged a ring out of the cap. L 
keaps of gold and filver ; and 

Z<4 thoufani 
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thoufand crowns, taking only their notes for the repayment 
out of the booty they might acquire in the expedition. 
Through the courfe of a tedious march of two hundred 
leagues, he was wdlaccommodated by all the Indians^ who 
paid the higheft regard to the inca's command, and fupplied 
the folcjiers with abundance of provifion; but reaching the 
inhofpitable barren country of CbarcaSy fatigue and hunger 
produced difcontents among the troops, and determined 
Alrnagro to proceed to Ch'iliy being ignorant of the immenfe 
wealth, both in the country he defpifed, and the invaluable 
mines oi Potoji. The confederate /«iiVw in. his army rc- 
monflrated on the hazard and difficulty oi the defign, ac- 
quainting him, that the journey muft be purfued either over 
the high mountains of the Andes^ or Cordilleras^ which at 
this time were covered with fnow, and fo intenfely cold, 
that n<^Indian could poi&bly fupport the rigour of the climate; 
or through a fandy defart along the coaft, where the cxccffive 
heat of the fun reflected from the fand, and the want of 
water, would hazard the entire deftrufiion of the army. 
Thefe were difficulties which could not check the ardor of 
Almagroy inflamed with the exaggerated accounts of the 
riches of Cbilu He chofe to climb the Cordilleras^ as ihortcr, 
and more agreeable to the conftitution of his troops; but he 
made only an inconfiderable progrefs, when the depth of th^ 
fnow obliged him to dig his way through, whi]e the Indkm 
perifhed in multitudes, their naked bodies being expofed to 
all the feverity of the weather. Garcilajfo alledges, that not 
lefs than ten thoufand Indians^ and an hundred and fifty 
Spaniards^ breathed their laft in thefe dreadful mountains ; 
and fo intenfe was this cold, that many of the furvivors loft 
their toes and fingers. At laft, after encountering all tb« 
difficulties which the moft rigorous cold, the greateft fatigue 
and hunger could throw in their way, the Spaniards con* 
quered the AndeSj and reached a fine, fertile, temperate plaid 
on the oppofite fide, where they were received with the moft 
cordial and feeling hofpitality by the benevolent natives, who 
fupplied them with every kind of proviiion and refcefbrnent, 
which the country afforded, adminif^ring to the necefficies of 
the wretched foldiers with the utmoft humanity. 
frogrtfsof While Alrnagro was reflipg his wearied troops in this 
the exfedi' terreflrial paradife, the inhabitants of Chili^ informed that 
ihn* certain deputies of the great god Virachoca had honoured 

them with a vifit, immediately colleSied an offering in gold 
and filver, which amounted to two hundred thoufand ducats, 
and foon after brought another prefent to Almagroy exceed- 
ing three hundred thoufand ducats; upon which he cancelled 

the 
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the notes taken from the Ibldiers, and alfamade them a pre- 
fcnt in compenfation of their fuflFcrings. Thofc rich offer- 
ings confirmed all the account^ he had conceived of the 
wealth of the country : iie congratulated himfelf upon the 
valuable grant made to him by the court, and determined 
immediately to fubduethe provinces o( Purrumancay Jntielli^ 
Pinca^ Canquif and other interior countries which did not ac- 
knowledge the authority of the inca. With this deiign he 
recommended to Paulla T^T^tt, brother to the inca, to aSem- 
ble all the Indians be could to reinforce the Spaniardsj and . 
with the united forces he advanced towards the fouthern ex- 
tremity of Ciiii. In his march, he had feveral fharp fkir- 
miihes with the, natives, who fought with great refo^ution, 
and difputed every inch they yielded. The confederates fuf- 
tained confiderable lofs i but in the fpace of five months 
tbey reduced all the provinces under fubje£tion, and would 
have efFeflually eftablifhed their dominion, had not new 
projcSs filled the mind of Almagro, He had been joined by 
. ^LttyzDiaz and Juan de Herreda, .with above a hundred 
Staniardsj who had croiTed the mountains in a more favoura- • 
ble feafon of the year, and. was in a profperous courfe of 
viftory, when he formed the refolution of returning to Peru.^^ 
in confequence of the emperor's commiilion, brought to 
him by the hands of Heruda* By this commiffion it ap« 
peared that Cu%c(^ was within his department. Piz/orro^s 
original grant extended no farther than the equator i that 
was now enlarged by two hundred leagues to the fouthw^d ; 
but as Cuzco lay three hundred leagues from the equator, and 
all fouth of his frontier was affigncd to Jlmagro^ within pre- 
fcribed limits, he jjuftly reckoned Cuzcq within his jurifdidion, 
and refolved, by the advice of his friends, not to give up fo va- 
luable a city, happily fituated to command the provinpes of 
his department. The plan, therefore, was concerted for re- 
turning to Peru^ in full hopes, that if Almagro pofTefled the 
capital, all the fouthern provinces would immediately 
fubmit. As the Spaniards had not yet forgot their fuf- 
ferings on the Jnd^Sy they now refolved to try the other 
paflage through the defarts, and to provide in the beft manner 
poiSble againil every accident, and efpecially the want of 
water ; for which purpoft, parties of Indians were detached 
before them, to cleanfe the wells choaked up with fand, and 
negkded during the late inteftine commotions. Befides this 
precaution, a great number pf leathern bottles of (heepfkins 

^ HEf^REKA, p, 135, GARciitAs^^jlib. il. cap« ii. 

were 
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were provided, and filled with water ; and a fmall tody of 
horfe was fent out to examine whether the Indians had gi?cn 
• a juft report of the country through which the army was to 
pafS) and faithfully executed the orders refpediing the wells. 
1536. Every thing being fettled with the utmoft punctuality, he 
began his march, and fufFered incredible hardfliips in the 
delbrt of two hundred miles extent, notwithftanding all his 
forefight and providence. In this march he was defcrted by 
the high prieft, in confequence of advices he received of dif- 
turbances between the emperor and the Spaniards at Cuzco* 
Herrera indeed relates, that he went ofF during Almagroi 
progrefs to Chilis and was the chief inftrument of the revolt 
of the inca, and the Peruvians ; hut GarcilaJ/i not only af- 
firms, that the high prieft continued with him until the prc- 
fent junfture, but that to ^his influence was owing the extra- 
ordinary refpeft (hewn to the Spaniards in the different pro- 
vinces of Chili. He farther relates, that this prieft Vilehm 
was aflifted in his efcape by the interpreter Filippo, who wai 
feizcd, condemned, and executed, after he had confefled tht 
falfe evidence he had given againft Atahualapa. With refpefl 
to Paulluj he remained faithful to Almagroy and received iiat 
reward of his fervices ; for the Spaniards were no fooner in- 
formed of the war carried on in Peru^ between the emperor 
and the Spaniards^ than they proclaimed this princt inca, 
and Aimagroy with his own hands, adorhed his temples with 
the imperial wreath: 
Indians While Almagro was employed in the expedition to Ci/i^ 
inca dif' a variety of caufes of difcontent arofe at Cuzcoy between the 
€6ntented* Spaniards and the Indians ; the principal of which was, the 
dilatorinefs of Pizarro to execute the articles of agreement 
with the inca, of reinftating him in his dominions and au- 
thority. Upon this head manco Capac made frequent re- 
monftrances to the marquis ; but he was always put ofF with 
frefli cxcufes and pretexts. The inca had fufficient pro- 
vocation to dive into the bottom of this condu£);, and there 
were not wanting a fuificient number of the Indian nobility to 
aggravate the grievance, and rake up the embers of difcord, 
. both out of h'atred to the Spaniards^ and motives of felf-intc- 
reft. The inca now perceiving, that the Spaniards not only 
prevaricated, with rcfpe<9: to the performance of their en- 
gagements, but that he would be detained a prifoner, in cafe 
he refufed fubmiffion to whatever Piz^rr^ thought, fit to pro- 
,pofe, diffembled his rcfentment, and waited patiently ""**' 
the opportunity, offered to brealc this, galling bondage. Th^ 
rcfentment of this prince was likcwifc increafed by frcfh in* 

juriet 
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juries and inftanccs of Spanijb perfidy. Ferdinando Pizarrot 
who was returned about this time from Spaifij had promifed 
the enjpcror a large fum of money from Peru^ as the price of 
the honours ^nd grants n^de to his brother. At this time 
th^ court was extremely neceffitous, all the money in the 
treafury being exhaufted by the continual wars carried 
on by Charles V. ; and the expedation of a liberal donation 
from Pizarro^ rendered the emperor more willing to ex- 
tend his authority, and load him with honours. How- 
ever, the marquis was. of opinion, that he had already 
fuiSciendy paid for ^11 the imperial favours, and that he 
and his foldiers were juftly entitled to tl^e remaining 
wealth, as the reward of all their fufferings, toils, and con- 
Guefts* IJe could not, with patience, think of yielding up the 
fruits of his labour, to a fet of idle, extravagant, and rapaci- 
ous courtiers ; and therefore told his brother, when he was 
\ informed of his engagements to the emperor, that he had 
;. conquered Peru at his own expence, without any affiftance 
I from the government 5 that be had already remitted a vaft fum 
i^ of money ; that Peru was now exhaufted, and all its riches laid 
out in building towns, planting colonies, and eftablifhing other 
mcafiires to fecure the conqueft, all which would redound in 
time to the honour of the crown, and intereft of the go- 
vernment ; but that, for the prefent, it was fufficient for in- 
fant fettlements to maintain themfelves. He particularly 
rcfented the enquiry which the emperoc fet on foot, refped- 
ing the ranfoni and treafures of Jtabudlapa ; and concluded, 
with leaving his brother Ferdinanda to fall upon means to 
perform the extravagant promifes which he made to the 
Spanijh adminiftration. It was this anfwer which deter- 
mined Ferdimndp to requeft the government of Cuzco ; tell- 
ing the niarquis, that he doubted not but this opulent capital 
would enable him to make good his engagements to the 
court, and thereby fecure the future proteQion of the empe- 
ror; which he would find of the utmoft importance, Jn cafe 
the dilpute with his coUegue, AlmagrQ^ (hould ever be re- 
newed. By this means he wrought upon the marquis to 
grant his requeft ; and iinmediately took pofTeffion of his go- 
vernment, with a full refolution to procure the remittance 
to the court, whatever might follow, and even at the ex- 
pence of found policy, of folemn engagements, and the moft 
facred rights of nations. He gave the inca to underftand, 
that he would engage for his reftoration to his dignity, on 
condition of a confiderable prefent to the court of Spain ; 
a?id the better to convince him of his intentions, he re- 
moved 
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moved him to the royal palace, and treated him with all the 
honours due to the imperial charadler. The bait took ; the 
inca, 'p^rfuaded that he fhould regain his loft authority, 
difpatched expreffes all over his dominions, requefting the 
curacas to bring the ufual tribute of gbld and filver, as the 
only means of delivering him out of the hands of the Spaniards. 
The tribute arrived, and a very rich prefent was made by 
the inca to the governor ; who repaid it with a renewal of 
his promifes, inftead of the performance ; which awakened 
Manco Capac to a full fenfe of his own danger, and the little 
dependence to be placed in the engagements of a perfidious 
nation, that facrificed every confideration to the thirilof gold. 
He perceived that honours were indeed paid to him, but that 
he was ftill a prifoner, all the gates of the palace being occu- 
pied by Spanijh foldiers. 
He e/capis Jrp ^2ls no unnatural conclufion, from fuch inaufpicious 
9uibftbe promifes, that his fate might refemble that of jftahuabpa^ 
hands of ^^^^ jj^^ ^^ ighominious death, after his treafures had been 
the pa- drained, and he was unable to purchafe the longer duration 
'***' ^* of his exiftence ; and therefore he continually revolved in his 
own mind how he ^ould efcape out of cuftody, and revenge 
ail the indignities he had fuffered in his imprifonment. The 
following Itratagem offered itfelf to his imagination, and was 
praclifed with fuccefs, which conveys a favourable idea of the 
cunning and addrefs of this barbarian. He to\A Pizarroy 
that in the valley of Yucaya^ where the incas were interred, 
there were feveral rich tombs, and in one of thefe a Ratuein 
gold of an ancient inca, as large as the life, which he was 
perfuaded he could find, if he was allowed to go in feirch of 
it with his ufual guard of Spaniards. This was a propofal 
not to b*e refifted, cfpecially as it was made with all the ap- 
pearance of candor, and obvioufly with deCgn to promote the 
execution of the governor's engagements. Accordingly 
Pharro thanked the inca, readily embraced the offer, and 
confented that Manco Capac Ihould go to the tombs of 
Tiuaya^ with a Spanijh guard, little fufpefling there was a 
general confpiracy laid to refcue the prince. In fhort, the 
inca had apprifed fome of the adjacent curacas of his intention, 
who affembling a confiderable army, hid themfelves in the, 
neighbouring mountains, and kept fpies abroad, to acquaiwt 
them when the emperor, with his Spanijh guards, fhould ap- 
pear. It was intended to attack the Spaniards^ but the inca 
faved his troops that hazard : he found means to efcape, 
joined his army, and then left the Spaniards to lament their 
#wn credulity, and admire the policy of the Indian fove* 

reigfli 
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' reign (E). ^ Hemra afierts, that he purchafed bis li- 

SECT. IX. 

Containing a Relation of the War heewfen ihe Spaniards 
and Peruvians ; the Bivijibm amo7tg the Spaniards, 
and Rival/hip of Pizarro and Almagro ; the Seizure^ 
Condemnation^ and Execution of the latter ; the Ap 
faffination of the former^ and fundry other Parti- , 
culars. 

JUFANCO CAP AC fcarce found himfelf at liberty, when Origin of 
"^^ he contrived the deftruflion of thofe perfidious ftran- the njJar 
gers ; who had not only ufurped his authority, kept his per- ^vitb the 
fon in Bondage,' tyrannized over his fubjefls, drained his Indiana, 
kingdom of its riches, but violated every obligation, human 
and divine, from ah infatiable thirft of gold, and ungovern- 
able luft of dominion. He fummoned a council of all th« 
great officers of ftate, of hi's generals, and principal nobility % 
depided his fuiFerings in the ftrongeft terms, the wretched 
pndition of his fubjeds, and the tyranny and perfidioufnefs 
of the infolent S^tfw/^rrfi. He had early fufpicion, he faid, 
of the treachery and ambition of thefe ftrangers, by their 
dividing the lands of Peru among theajfelves, enflaviog thofe 
who were born free, and putting the natives to the torture, 
in order to extort a confeflion where the treafures of the great 
were depofited. He apologized for fitting a tame fpedlator 
of thefe enormities, by alledging, that he only Wv^nted the , 
opportunity of making his efcape, in order to revenge the 
injuries he. had fufFered, and aflert the rights of his crown 
and country. It was impoffible he could any longer regard 
thofe Spaniards a^ the defcendants of Virachoca ; but as vile 

* GoMARA, cap. XXXV. Carate, cap. 111. lib" iii. 

(E) This is th« account given by the Indians^ where the (ktae 

by two Spanijh writers Gomara of the lateinca, his father, was 

^^Cafate^ bat related difFe- erefting(i). Wcmuftconfcfs we 

Jtntly by Garcilajfoy who al- thoughttheformcr account more 

Wgcs, that Manco Capac ob- probable, asitafFordsaflrongcr 

tlihcd leave to go to Yucaya to motive to the Spaniards to com- 

^Ck^tate a feftival, prepare ply with the in^a's ^equeil« 

(i) CatnffiJJo f'lh/tU ^p^ fCiflli, 

imppftors, 
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impoftors, who committed the moft henious crimes tinder 
the mafque of religion, and had taken upon themfelves tbe 
facred charader of the meflengers of the great ^Pacbaeamac^ 
labile they we^e perpeCrating every villainy. He was now 
determined to punilh their wickednefs^ and vindicate die 
liberties of his people by force of arms ; for which purpofc, 
he called upon the aiBllance of every man, in whofe breaft 
the leaft fpark of patriot virtue exifted, that the war might 
be vigoroufly proiccuted againft the ungrateful Spaniards^ 
without whofe expulfion they could never fecurc their reli- 
gion, liberty,' or property- ' He added a great many other 
arguments to roufe the council to revenge, and delivered 
himfelf with fuch fpirit and energy, that all were wound up 
to a kind of madnefs, and called out for vengeance in the 
moft tumultuous tranfports of fury. As foon as order doold 
be reftored, the council deliberated on the means of conduS- 
ing the war ; with refpeft to the propriety and neceffity of 
which, all were unanimous. It was refolved to difpatch 
meffengers to all the curacas, tributary provinces,* great raf- 
fals, governors and officers of the crown, in different pro- 
• vinces, to raife all the troops in their pbwer, with all poffi- 
ble fecrecy, unite at a time and place appointed, and at one 
blow to furprife and overwhelm the Spaniards in their quar- 
ters. Agreeable to this jJan it was concerted, that thre6 
armies fliould be fet on foot ; one to fall upon AhnagrOi 
another to attack Llma-y and a third, to confift of twd 
hundred thoufand men, under the command ^of the inca in 
perfon^to furprife, or, if that failed, to inveft Cuiico^ and re- 
The inca gularly lay fiege to the capital. Every thing was executed 
hefiegesthe with the moft aftonifhing celerity ; and th6 Spaniards \n 
Spaniards Cu%co faw themfelves furrounded by an incredible multitude 
in Cuzco. of enemies, before they had any fufpicion of the revolt, w 
had made any preparation for their defence. The attack 
began in the night, amidft the fhouts of the Indians^ and 
the hoarfedin of their warlike inftruments ; and fuch was the 
fury of the affailants, that they ihot fired arrows, and fet tbe 
city ih flames in divers places, being determined to deftroy 
the Spaniards at the expence of reducing the capital of the 
empire to afhes. Their reverence for the temple of the fun, 
the convent of feleS virgins, and a few other facred build- 
ings, made them abftain from firing the ftreets and boufes 
in their neighbourhood, by which means the befieged were 
left in poiTeffion of xhp great fquare, and as much of the 
' city as could well be defended by a flender garrifon, which did 
not exceed two hundred horfe and foot. iThe enemy had 
forced tbe citadel, and obliged Pizarra to form his troops in 

.the 
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^ great fquare, and point his artillery againft the difFerent 
avenues, by which he n>ade terrible dddruflion, the cannon 
fweeping off the Indians in troops ; though even this dread- 
ful carnage could not check their ardor. They preffed with 
unremitting fury for the whole night and day fi^cceeding, un- 
til at length all the pafTss to the fquare were choaked up with 
dead bodies, and more than half of the city was burnt to the 
ground. Nothing could exceed the valour and conduct of 
iht Spaniards upon this occafion; the horfe, in particular, 
iiilliedbut, and made terrible havock. Wl^en night came 
on, the Indian army withdrew to a little diftance, occupied 
all the pafles round the city, and blocked up ihz Spaniards 
ibclofely, that it wasimpoffible theyfhould receive anyfup-* 
plies, determining to continue ^heir approaches gradually, 
and reduce the. befieged equally by famine and the fword. . 
To this plan they adhered fo fledfaftly, that their fcheme 
ffluft have infallibly fucceeded, but for a fortunate incident^ 
I that probably faved the Spaniards from deftrudion. The 
{Haves, who firft felt theeffedis of the fcarcity that prevailed* 
I took arms in their defence, as the only method of relievii\g 
I themfelves in the prefent diftrefs, and in hopes that their 
' fervices to the chriftians might procure them their liberty* 
i They flocked in multitudes to Pizarroy deftred he would ac- 
cept of their afliftance, and were received with fuch proniifes 
of rewards, as foon increafed their number, and augmented 
that of the befieged to a very confiderable army. The 
Spamards were now in a condition to fkirmifh vigoroufly 
vith the Indian army, and accordingly every day produced 
iharp and bloody adions ; but this proving infumcient for 
their relief, they determined to come to a general battle,' 
drew up their forces in the great fquare, and fcduced the 
eaemy to an engagement with ail their forces, where every 
advantage of fituation was on the fide of the chriftians. 
Here, fays Garcilajfoj the parties fought with unremitting 
fary, for the fpace of thirteen days ; the Indians withdrawing 
at night, and returning vigorously to the attack early next 
morning, raining (bowers of arrows, and vollies of ftones 
from flings,, fo thick upon the befieged, that he afcribes it to 
a miracle, and the prefence.of the apoflle St. James^ who 
fought for them on horfeback, that all were not demolifhed, 
and crufbed into atoms, under the fuperior weight of the 
enemy. The Spaniards now proclaimed liberty to all vaffaU 
and flaves, with fuch rewards and immunities, as not only 
augmented the number of thofe auxiliaries, but animated 
them to ads of the moft heroic gallantry, by which they 
were enabled to drive the Indians out of Cutuo and the citadel, 

' in 
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Juan Pi- \n florming of which Juan Pizarro was killed, after the| 
zarro kill- enemy had been in pod^ffion for the fpace erf" nine months, j 
'i^- all which time the fiegc continued with fcarce any inter* 

ruption. After the jundion, indeed, of the vaffals with the 
Spaniards^ they fcorned being cooped up within the limits of 
the capital, and made excvrfions far into the country, re« 
fuming loaded with provifion, in defpite of Ae utmoft ef* 
forts o( the Indians. Sometimes flocks of a thoufand heai of 
cattle were driven into the city, while a party of Sfaniari 
were keeping the Indian army in empldyment 5 and yet it 
muft be confeflcd, that Alancs Capac pcrforns^ every thing 
becoming a fpirited and magnanimous prince, had he beea 
properly feconded by the officers and foMiers, who, after tht 
firft tranfports <^f rage, began to relax in their dsfty, »)4 
negledl the pofts committed to their care. Many infUncci 
ef the valour of private foldiers and officers, on both fides, 
are recorded by De la Vega ; and the fame writer leiatei 
fuch a number of prodigiei and miracles^ as muft invalidati 
the belief of thofe actions that come within the compa£^ d 
probability. St. Jago^ or St* James^ not only wa-s feen fight- 
ing on a white horfe in the heat of the battle, but the bldW 
• virgin appeared over the Spanijh quarters, quenched the 

flames that threatened to devour them, and turned afide the 
fiery arrows, or fruftrated their effeftsr, even when they 
chanced to fall upon the dry thatch of thehoufes, andamong 
other combuftibles. Gomara^ CaraUy and Herreroy join Gar* 
tilaffo in the relation of thefc atchievcments, but endeavour 
to perfuade us, that heaven affigned them Peru and Mtxi(9^ 
as the Almighty formerly gave the land of Canaan^ to hij 
chofen people. God, furely, never countenanced ufurpatfon, 
." tyranny, cruelty, and murder, however he may fometimcs 
permit it for wife purpofes : on the contrary, the cffcft 
which thefe conquefts have produced on XixzSpanijfh monarchy, 
feem to indicate the intentions of Providence ; that a natiow, 
. who trampled upon every obligation, human and facred, to 
poflefs themfelves of gold, (hould meet with their punift*^ 
ment in the gratification of their wifhes ("A). i 

i 

(A) The number of Indians dreadful ia proportion « '^ 

who were flain in the different engagement was more general. | 

anions confcquent on this ficge. On the fide of tlje befieged near ! 

are altogether incredible. In a hundred Spaniards were ki/I- i 

every flight Ikirmifh fome thou- edor wounded i ind, what was ! 

fands were always flain, and^ an irreparable lofs at thisjouc- j 

the flaufi;hter became jnor» tare, abQvc a dozen hor(e» P^. ' 
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All this' while the marquis Prancifco Pizarr^ was at JLi- 7;^, jg. 
Wtf, and the firft fafpicion he had of the general iiifurreflioh dians h* 
arofe from the interruption in his correfpondence with iYi^fagt the 
capi,taL Immediately be e^lployed the Yuncam$Sj vvlio marquis in 
ferved the Spaniards to bring'him minute information of what lima, 
was tranfading in the heart of the empire, by inquiries 
among their friends and acquaintance. The report they 
made greatly alarmed him ; they brought word that not onlv 
CiOuo was clofely befieged, but that an army was in fuU 
march to inveft Lima ; that another was gone in purfuit of 
Almagro ; and^that the whole empire had rifen in arms by 
the dire^on of the inca, who had deceived Ferdinando P<« 
xarro by a piauftble tale, and made his elcape. Though the 
advices of the Yuncames were neither very confiftent, nor con- 
neded, Pizarro perceived that they contained too much truths 
and not doubting but all the Spaniards in Cuzco had already pe« 
rilhed, he applied with the utmoft diligence to provide for the 
fafety of Lima, and the other fettlements i for which purpofe 
he fent expreiTes to Panama^ Mexico^ Nicaragua^ and Hifpa^ 
mktt to folicit reinforcements to prevent the lofs of Peru^ and 
the moft valuable conqueft hitherto made by the Spaniards* 
All his detachments, lent to extend his conquefts in different 
provinces, were likewife recalled to the defence of Z/m^; a 
body of an hundred horfe and foot, under the command of 
Diego Pizarroy was ordered to march with all pofSble expedition 
towards Cuzcoy either to fuccour the garrifon if fiill exifting, or 

mihed. Of the confederate is remarkable, that notwith* 
vaflals many thoufands were Handing the eqoality of the 
flain ; bat this rather ferved to Indians to die Spaniards in 
animate than difcourage them, flrength, agility, and dexterity 
and the lofs even ferved to aug- at handling their weapons when 
mcnt the Spanijh army. When they fought fingly ; yet .in the 
the fpirit of revenge took place, battle they were always 
many who had before kept a- worded, although their num« 
loof from fear, now joined in hers were fapet ior by an hi^« 
the revolt againft their tyrants, dred fold, which we m:!ft aP- 
and exerted their utmoft endea- crxbe to the Spanijh difcipline, 
vours not only to, avoid the pa- horfes^ artillery, and mufqoe- 
ni/hment due to their rebellion, try, rather than to fuperior va- 
bot to merit the reward of li- lour, or miracles wrought in 
berty promifed by the ^/a»/Vir^j. their favour, as all their 
Divers gallant anions were per- writers aifert, and more parti- 
formed in the way of fingle cularly Garcilajfo de la Vega, * 
combat, icarce a day paffing that royal hiftorian, de^nd.ed ' 
without a challenge from one from the incas by his mother, 
or other of the parties ; and it 
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to procure, more cxadl information of the flatcof affairs^ i«i 
aword^ every meafure was taken which prudence, and the 
critical ,conjun6lure could, dilate. , The grmy d^ftined* fof 
the attack on Lima had notice of thofe proceedings, and de-* 
termined to Wjay-lay the detachment fent to Caizeo^ the re** 
du(3iori ,of the capital being the mainobjefl of the deftgns 
of J[fdnco Capae, on the fucccfs of whicH all the reft would 
in a manner depend. With this view they took poft in all 
tlie narrow paiTes and difficult defiles, through which the de«* 
tachment was to march ^ but to conceal their ftratagem the 
better, and to cut ofF any refources, they fuffcrcd Diege to 
. advance upwards of feventy leagues before they difcovered 
themfelves, or gave him the leaft moleftation. At lafi^ 
Spaniih when they found their opportunity at a pafsi on the mottn* 
detachment ^^j^g ^f parm^ they fell upon the Spaniards with the utmoft 
eutcffl fyj.y^ tumbled down great ftones and pieces of rocks from 
the tops of the mountains, and plied them fo thick, with 
darts, and arrows^ that not a foul of Jhe whole detachment 
efgaped. In much the fame manner they cut off fcveraf 
•tfier detachments that were on their way to Lima,, by order 
of the marquis. Gpnzalo de Tapia, with fixty horfe and feventy 
foot, were deftroyed ; Morgovego de ^innanes^ with an equal 
number of men, met a fimilar fate ; and . jflanz^ de GaieaUt^ 
at the head of forty horfe and fii^ty foot, peiifhed; Upon 
the whole, above four hundred Spaniards j who were march- 
ing to the fuccour of Lima^ in di0erent detachments, were 
flaughtered in the field of battle, befides near an equal num- 
ber who were killed in the mines in different provinces, 
where they imagined themfelves in perfect fecurity. The 
Spanijh writers exclaim loudly againft the barbarities exercifcd 
by the Peruvians upon thefe occafions ; but, from their dwn 
relation^ nothing appears befides the juft retribution yf an 
highly injured and enraged enemy. Great numbers had 
flocked from the different fettlements on the continent of 
America^ and the iflands of the Weji Indies^ to (hare the 
fpoils of Peru, and they diffufed themfelves carelefsly about 
the country, little imagining that the Indians^ who had fub- 
mitted tamely to the ufurpation of Pizarro when fupported 
only by a few hundred raw adventurers, would now venture 
to throw off the yoke, when every province was filled with 
Spaniards, and the inca remained their prifoner. 
Flushed with fuccefs, the Indian zxmy advanced to the 
* deftruflion of Lima^ certain that they could not fail in the 
redufiion of a flender garrifon, difpirited by difappointment, 
and not yet recovered from the confternation into which ,thcy 
were thrc^wn by fo unexpeSed and general an infurreftion. 

' Whe» 
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When they advanced within eight leagues of the citvs a 
body of Spanijh horfe fallicd out under the condudl of Pedro 
de Lerma^ puflied on with the utmoft impetuofity, and made 
fiich terrible flaughter, that the Indians retired to thempun- 
Uins, from whence they alarmed the whole country with the 
noife of warlike inftruments, fo that they encreafed to the 
number of forty thoufand men, defcended again like a torrenj; 
from the hills, fwept all before them, and drove the SpaniJB - 
horfe back to Lima^ with the lofs of twenty tnen, who died of 
the wounds they received in this engagement. This fuccefs 
iiot only animated the afliilants, but augmented thejr num- 
bers to fixty thoufand men; with which armythey drew near-* 
er the city, and offered up as a facrifice of thanks fome Spd^\ 
fttjh prifoners they had taken, before the eyes oC their cotin-' 
trymen j ' a piteous fpeftacle, that roufed the Spanijh garrifort * 
to a degree of fury, and occafioned their committing fome 
fignal inftanccs of barbarity in their future fallies. Pizarro 
behaved with the greateft gallantry and prudence ; however^ 
he began to feel the preflure of hunger from the vigilanoc of 
the enemy, in cutting off all fupplies ; and but for the /«- 
Jian flaves in the Spanijh fervice, he muft have either furren- 
dered at difcretion, or ftarved. The moft vigorous fallies 
were made to introduce convoys of provifion, but the great 
fuperiority of the enemy rendered tHem abortive. The fn^ 
dians indeed t^erc always defeated ; but the garrifon was not 
only weakened and fatigued, but generally difappointed in the 
defign of the fally. The only tefource was pn the fidelity 
and addrefs of their flavesj who, under pretence that they 
Had deferted, gained admittance into the enemies camp. 
Whence they always returned laden with provifion, at that 
junfture the moft valuable booty. Befides, they brought 
bacban account of all the defigns of the befiegers ; fo that' 
when any attack was intended, the garrifoa having previous' 
intimation, was irt readinefs to receive the enemy. How-* 
ever, all this could not have prevented the fall of Pizarro^ 
and with him probably the lofs of Peruj had not a providen- 
tial accident occurred, which confirmed the fuperftitious In- 
^ans thzt the Spaniards were certainly protected by fome in-! 
vifible power. In confequencc of a heavy fall of rain, the 
river overflowed the banks, deluged the neighbouring coun-^ 
try, drowned great numbers of the enemy, prevented their^ 
renewing their attacks with the fame facility, itid opened a 
path for. the garrifon to introduce fupplies' into the city.' 
From whatever natural caufes this effe<a proceeded, bothy^^^^^ 
hdiamsind SpaJiiards joined in afcribing the overflowing of ^^i/id, 
. thcriver to a miracles the former grew difpirited, thinking 
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it in vain to ftrive againft the gods, and the latter were ani«' 
mated with a double portion of courage ; the one were held 
together merely by the authority of their commanders, while 
the others triumphed in every adion, harraifed, fatigued, 
, and kept in perpetual alarm, a defponding multitude, which 

at laft withdrew, leaving the Spaniards at liberty to purfue 
what meafures they thought proper. 
' AlfliigTO It is now time to return to Almagroj the. news of whofe 
returns approach, joined to a variety of circumftance^, obliged the 
f^^^ inca to refinquifli the fiege of Cuzcog imagining that Alma* 
Chili* gro^s defign was to relieve and fuccour his countrymen. A 
principle of honour, and the magnanimity of his fentiments, 
, proved his ruin. It is affirmed that Almagro made propofals 
to him of an alliance againft Pizarre^ which be rejeded 
with difdain, laying;, that he had taken up arms to recover 
his own rights, and the liberties of the people, and not to 
affift in the bafedeligns of one ufurper againft another, (?^- 
liUiffo alledges, that the inca confented to an interview with 
Almagro^ with intention to deftroy him, and that here he re- 
jeded the overture of alliance i but failed in his defign to 
aflaffinate the Spanijb general, on account of Almagrd's vi- 
gilance and circumfpedion. His officers endeavoured af- 
terwards to perfuade him to accept the propofal, alledging, 
that in promoting the difcord of the Spaniards confifted his 
greateft fecurity ; and that by weakening both parties, he 
might at laft recover his dominions, and totally expel the 
ufurpers ; to which he replied, ^< that it became not the ho- 
^^ nour of an inca to, diflemble, or fail in his engagements ; 
^* and that he had rather forfeit his empire, and live in per- 
^* petual exile and obfcurity, than maintain bis dignity by 
*< falfehood and treachery :" A faying that fufficiently de* 
monftrates the elevation of fentiment, the ftri<5l integrity 
and punAilio of this prince, whom the Spaniards affe& to 
call barbarous. Difappointed in his defigns upon Cuzco^ and 
Almagro^s forces, this generous monarch now defpaired of 
fuccefs in recovering his dominions \ and deiirous that his 
fubje£ls might fuffer as little as poffible for their loyalty, he 
requefted they would difperfe, and return to their own dwel- 
Thiaem lings, thereby to appeafe the indignation of the conquerors, 
midicaiiu while himfelf would watch over their fafetyin a fecure re- 
treat, in order to feize the firft opportunity that offered for 
another attempt to recover their privileges^ and punilh the 
infoleiit and rapacious ufurpers of their property and liber- 
ty. As the fpeech which this extraordinary monarch 
made upon thisoccafion is remarkable, we fhall venture to 
I tnmfcribc it in the margin, iipon the authority of Gardkffi 

de 
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de la Vega, who was petfonally acquainted with many of the 
nobility and officers who ferved in the inca's army at this 
time (B). 



357 



(6) " Brethren, fons, and 
fabjeds* I have had fafficient 
teftimony of y6or afi«6lioQ 
to my perfon, and zeal for 
my fervice. Yoa have with 
great alacrity offered your 
lives and fortunes, wives and 
children, to eftablifh me in 
the throne of my empire;' 
but fince the Pacbacamac evi- 
dently figi|ts againft as, and 
oppofes my refloration, it 
would he madnefs in us to 
murmur at the divine will, or 
refufe our compliance. I 
have reafon to believe that 
you are all of opinion my de- 
fire to govern is not founded 
on ambition, but to reftore to 
my' faithful people that peace 
and liberty they enjoyed under 
the government of my ancef- 
tors. It is the duty of a good 
king, to ftudy the profperity 
and felicity of his fubje&s, 
and, according to the pradice 
of the incas, %o prefer that to 
every other coniideration. 
Though I have great reafon' 
to fear that the defigns of 
thofe Grangers, whom we call 
the defcendants of Viracbica, 
are very different from their 
profeffions; yet I cannot bat 
regret profecuting my rights 
at the expence of your blood 
and happinefs. I had even 
rather facrifice.my dignity, 
and live in the moft deplorable • 
obfcurity, than hazard liye^ 
dear to me as thofe of my owsi 
children, if I did not think it 
my duty to impart more felici- 
ty to you, than I imagine yoa 
can poffibly enjoy under th^ 



dominion of thofe rapaciout 
ufurpers. However, as the 
gods declare that the jundure 
is not favourable, I muft re- 
frain from farther vaiA at- 
tempts, until the opportunity 
offers, and by a voluntary 
exile remove all kind of jea« 
loufy and fufpidon, that yoa 
may be again taken into 
grace and favour. 1 find the 
prophecy of my royal father 
fully completed, that a ffrange 
nation > fhould deprive us of 
our empire, deftroy our laws, 
and trample upon our religion. 
Had we fully weighed this 
circumftance before we com- 
menced hoftilities, we (hould 
have acqnieiced in the de- 
crees of heaven, as in all re- , 
fpeAs theie ftr^pgers anfwer 
to the defcription in the pro- 
phecy, except in juffice* 
They carry in their hands th« 
thunder of the gods, and by 
that alone evince their being 
fupported by almighty power* 
We have feen and experienced 
how a handful of men can 
defend tbemfelves againff our 
innumerable armies which 
cover the plains, and how 
they can fubfiff without reft, 
fieep, or nourifhment, and 
renew the battle with re- 
doubled vigour, when we ima- 
gined they were finking under 
the united preflure of fatigue 
and famine. Prom^ thence it ' 
it evident that the hand' of 
Pacbacamac is with them, 
and that in piopottbn as he 
enconrages them» he infufes 
. A» 5 "fear 
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The difperfion of the Indian army, and the inca's abdica* 

tion, left the Spaniards at full liberty to difplay their ani- 

molity, and purfue their refentmcnt. They were then in 

quiet poffeflion of the empire; one conxmander afFefted to rule 

with defpotic fway, and another prepared to difappoint him 

in the poftcflion of that fupreme power, while neither ad- 

^ A|tnagro jj^i^ted a fuperior nor a rival* Almagro arriving before the 

j^s upon ^^jjg ^f Cu%co^ fummoned FercUnando Pizarro to furrender 

' *^ ' the city into his hands, as being included in the grant made 

to him by his catholic majefty. Pizarro anfwered, that he 

held the city in virtue of a commiflion from his brother the 

marquis, and that he could not deliver up^his charge to any 

mati without his inftrudions ; befides, he affirmed, that Jl-, 

• tnagro had no kind of pretentions to it, as he knew it to be 

•within the limits of his brother's government. However, 

as that was a point which he would have to be adjufted by the 

claimants, he was ready to obey the fummons, provided it 

was founded upon the marquis's authority. To this Almagra 

replied ; and feveral days were fpent in altercation, -while 

each (ide was making preparations to fupport his arguments 

by a more powerful logic. Pizarro was taking every mea- 

fure to put the city in a pofture of defence, and Almagro to 

feduce the garrifon, in which he fucceeded fo happily, that , 

.his troops were introduced in the night, Ferdinando and 

Gonzalo Pizarro taken in their beds, all the Spanijh forces in 

the city made- prifoners, and the capital of the empire pof- 

feffed without a drop of bloodfhed ; befides which, Almagro. 

was confiderably reinforced, almoft all the garrifon having 

■ irhearfully entered into his fervice. 

All this while the marquis Pizarro held no cprrefpondence 
with Cuzco'j and conckding, from the filcnce of hia brothers, 
that all the fuccours he had detached were cut off, and the 
garrifon adually deftroyed, or. clofely blocked up, he deter- 

•' fear, and defpondcncy into << fare and happinefs (hall be tlie 

*' ourminds, Xet us therefore ** onlvbufinefsofmy melancho- 

?<.fubmit, as the only means of *< ly iolimdc. Mean timelcon-N 

«* ayoidiog the-moll j dreadfQ^ " jarc yoa to fcrvc and obey the 

<< calamities. For my part, I* " .9/tf»mr</jtotheutmoftofyoar 

*« propofe rettriDg to the* *«,pK>wer, fo that you be well 

•f mouti tains of •: th« Anddt, «* treated by them, and now and 

*\ vi^iQm it<hai^II be my greai«ft ' ** then Iveave at iigh and drop a 

*' CGfnfort to bear that yoa en- ** tear to the memory of your 

f' joy liberty' aiid cootentmetit' ^'prince, who ever loved and 

under your xu^w governors, ** cherifhed his people." Gar-. 

beyond. niX'€xpc£lationw Re- cil^J/o delaVeg. Lib ii. cap. 29. 
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mined'upon fending fo powerful a force as fliould bear down 
aH oppofition, cut open a path to Cuzco, and bring him cer- 
tain accounts of what was tfanfafting in the capital. " With 
this view he aiiembled five hundred Spaniflj horfe and foot, 
reinforced by a confiderable body of Indiansj gave the com- 
mand of this army to Den Monzo de Alvarado^ and ordered 
bim to march with the utmoft expedition to Cu%co. Thefe 
forces he was enabled to raife by means of the Spaniards he 
had recalled from, different quarters, and fuccours received 
from Panama 2tnd- Nicaragua, ^Pedro de Lerma \V2ls appoint- 
ed to icorntcoLnd^^ undtr Jlvarada, who was an older officer; 
a flight whith- (o difgufted him, that from that time he me^ 
ditated the ruin of the cnterprife. To this circumftance the , ' 

Spani/h writers afcribe all the fubfequent misfortunes, al- 
though there appeared flrong reafons for attributing it, in a 
great mcaf»ire,to the mifconduft of Aharado. This gene- 
ral began his march with fuch celerity, and little precaution, 
that, unacquainted with the woods, and ill provided with 
guides, above four thoiifand Indians perifhcd with fatigue and 
famine ; which obliged him to halt, until an equivalent 
reinforcement could be prefled into the fervice. In this fitu- 
ation he was, when Almagro receiving advice of his inten- 
tions, difpatched certain Spaniards of diftinflion to acquaint 
him that Cu%co was now in his hands ; and as it belonged to 
his jurifididion, according to the emperor's grant, he hoped 
he would make no difficulty about returning to X/T;/^?, until 
the controverfy could be adjufted between him and the mar- 
quis. This meflage was roughly received by Aharcdo^ who, 
inftead of liftening to pacific meafures, made the gentlemen 
prifoners who came with the propofal, and refblved to purfue 
his march, with intention to drive Almagro out of Cuzco. 
Notice of his violent proceedings no fooner reached Alma- 
gro^ than he took the field, and advanced but a little way on 
his march, when he had the good fortunp to feize a party of 
Aharado*9 horfe, that had been fent out to procure intelli- 
gence. From his prifoners he learnt the pofture of Ahara^ 
do's affairs, the difguft of Lerma, the murmurs of the fol- 
diers and auxiliary Indians at the rigorous difcipline of . 
the general, and a variety of other circumftances, which he 
meditated how to convert to his own advantage. He ad van- . . 
ced as far as the river Amancay\ and here encamped for a , ^^Z^^ 
whole day within a little diftance of the enemy, in hope of ^lyarado 
being joined by their deferters ; and Garcilajft alledges that ^„j ^^y^ * 
De Lermoj and feveral of his friends, embraced this oppor- }jj^ *,./. 
tunity of expreffing their difguft, and ruining Alvar ado. finer ^ 
They catnc over to Almagro^ and would certainly' have fe- 
A a 4 duced 
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duced more than half the army, had not Abiu^Oj upon ibine 
fufpicious words, ordered Lterma to be feia&ed, which obliged 
him to make his efcape fooner than he had propofed. By 
this means, it is aliedged, Almagro was perfedly informed of 
the enemies portion, and enabled to fall upon him in the 
night, with fdch advantages, as foon produced a complete 
vi^ory, taking Aharado prifoner, and incorporating moft of 
bis troops with his own foldiers. 
1537' AI0MAGRO returned triumphant to Cuzccy on the 
twelfth day qf July^ to projefi the means of extending his 
victorious arms, and fecuring his good fortune. He bail 
.yet the greateft difficulties remaining \ he was to encounter 
the experienced marquis Pizarroj who, notwithflanding his 
lofles, had dill a confiderable body of troops, which he would 
be augmenting every day with fuccours from Panama and 
other places, being in pofleffion of the fea-coaft and (hip- 
ping. Org^nnez his lieutenant advifed him to certain violent 
and unjuftifiable meafures; fuch as putting to death the two 
brothers of Pixarro in his cuftody, marching to Lima before 
the marquis could be reinforced, attacking that city with all 
bis power, and thence eftabliihing an intercourfe with the 
. , Other fettlemepts in difFc^rent tra^s of America. The latter 
' part of thia opinion was prudent ; but Almagro was dii^fed 
. H to liften to the whole, from an apprehenilion that the Pi" 
xarros might execute a revolt at Ci^co^ while he was abfent 
in the expedition againft their brother. He was, however, 
difTuaded from fuch a piece of barbarity by aiiother of his 
officers, JagB di Almagro^ who had contracted a friendfhip 
with Ferdinando Pi^arra during his imprifonment, although 
the refult evinced the neceffity of this cruel policy* and the 
Hematches fpre(ight of Org$nni^. It was likewife doubted whether he 
towards could attack Liv(ui^ which was cpnfefledly within the jurif- 
thecoafi. diCtion of his rival, . without fetting the emperor's grant at 
, ^ defiance, and declaring himfelf a rebel to (he government \ 
however, the expediency of opening an intercourfe with the 
fea, was fo univerfally allowed to be expedient, that Alma^ 
gro began his march at the head of five hundred Spamjh 
borfe and foot, and a large army of Indian auxiliaries, tak- 
ing with him Ferdinando Pizarro, and leaving the other bro- 
ther and Alvarado prifoners in Cuzco. 

Mean time the marquis Pizarro^ anxious about the fittfa^ 
tion of hi9 brothers, and the fate of the capital, having re- 
ceived no advices either from them or Alvarado^ and appre- 
hending that the Indians had feized all the pafies, refolved to 
march in perfon to Cu%co\ and having feafonably received a 
iremforc^ment) h^ fet o^t oil this expedition^ at the head of 

fcYca 
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fe?en hundred horfe and foot, l^t foon got intelligence 
■ that the ficge of Cusu9 was raifed, next day followed the ac- 
count of the proceedin^^ of Almagro^ and* the imprifonment 
of hi« brothers, and advancing a little farth^, he was infor- 
med of the defeat and imprifonment of Aharado. Such a 
tide of misfortune had almoft overwhelmed that fpirit which> 
had already refilled the mo(l cruel ftrokes of fate% Revenge 
fometimes occupied his whole mind, he thought of nothing 
but punifhing the perfidious Almagro ; a notion that was foon 
laid afide for more cautious meafures, when he refleded upon 
his own weaknefs. When he began bis march, he thought 
only of combating Indians^ and his troops were accordingly 
armed in the manner beft calculated to anfwer that defign $ 
but now he had a fkilful and powerful enemy to encounter, 
it was necefTary to provide himfelf in a different manner, 
and alfo to wait the jundtion of troops whom he hourly ex- 
peded from Panama, On his return to Lima^ he had notice 
that Abnagro was advancing^ which determined him to gain 
time, by fetting on foot a negotiation. In confequence of 
this refolution, the licenciate Efpinofa was difpatched with in* 
ftruflions to propofe a c'ompromife of their differences; and 
not long after feveral perfons of diftin6kion were fent to jf/* 
magro^s camp, to enforce the licentiate's overtures, and at 
: ail events procraftinate matters until the arrival of the fiic«- 
cours, and the neceflary preparations were made to compel 
. this rival commander by force of arms to abandon the capi-^ 
tal. Garctlajfo alledges that Efpimfa reached Ciizeo before 
: Aktagro began his march to the coaft, and found him fo 
\ elated with profperity, that he was deaf to the propofed ac- 
commodation i although Diego de Aharadoy with great mo- 
deration and candor, remonftrated, that the conditions now 
offered were the very fame he had lately demanded. Alma'- 
\ gro haughtily replied, that he was not to be reftrained from 
opening a communication with the fea, or, in the prefent 
I flourifhing ftate of his affairs, prefcribed to as formerly by 
! Pizarroy who had always ufurped more authority than be- 
I longed to him, either by the king's grant, or the terms of 
I the original contrail. Still, however, j^m^ found means 
toprotrad the negotiation, until he was feized with a malady 
^at carried him ^ff*; upon vvhich Almagro immediately be* 
g^ his march, z^d proceeded to the valley of Cbinca, leav- 
ing the government of Cuzco in the hands of Grasfial de Ro'^ 
\ /flf . > So near an approach required all the addrefs of Pizar-' 
T6 to prevent a rupture, and endeavour to procure the re^ 
kafc of his brotlier Ferdinando. His commiflTaries waited 
\ Vpon jfyui^o \n (jtis camp, and were at£rft refufed audience, 
\ • ' ' ftom 
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from a fufptcion that their propofals were fallacious. At. 
Jength Almagro confented to fend commifTaries to treat with* 
thofc of the marquis on the frontiers of their refpeflivc gor 
vernments ; but this had its difficulties, as both claimed dif» 
ferent limits. When the objedion was removed, and the 
place of negotiation adjufted, ^/m^^ro's commiifioners were 
feized, and their difpatches examined, at which the marquis 
pretended to be greatly incenfed. He denied that it wai 
done by his authority, apologized to Jhnagro, difmiffed the 
prifoners, and propofcd a perfonal conference, at whid) 
each of the governors fliould be attended by twelve fclcQ 
friends. 
Marquis By this time Almagro was informed of the efcape of Ft- 
4'tffemMes. zarro and Alvarado^ with a hundred Spaniards^ whom he bad 
left in Cuzcoi and Orgonnez feized this opportunity of prcffing 
him to put Ftancifco Pizarro to death, while Jago de Jhara" 
do urged it as a reafon for difreifficig him, and coming to a 
perfeft agreement with the marquis. He was ^allancing be- 
twfeen thefe opinions, when he difcovered a flratagem laid bjr 
Aionzo de Pizarro for feizing him during the interview with 
the marquis, from \vhich he efcaped very narrowly; yetaj 
the marquis difclaimed all knowledge of this perfidiout 
attempt, Almagro ftill confented that the eommiffion^ 
ers (hould endeavour to effect: an accommodation fo benefi* 
cial to both parties. Accordingly the arbitrators met j but 
differing in opinion^ friar Franafco Bobadila was chofen 
. umpire, a!l parties agreeing that he was a pcrfon of can- j 
dor, fenfe, and integrity. However, when his determina- | 
tion was declared, Almagro refufed to ftand by his award, ' 
becaufe he had ailigned Cuzco^ the city in debate, to his rival; i 
he appealed to the council of the Indies, and refolved to ' 
maintain poileffion until their refolution was divulged. 
With this the marquis preteitded to be well fattsEed, defiring 
that matters might remain in the prefent pofture, until the 
refult of- a final appeal to the catholic king fhould be known, 
and promiiing to furnifh Almagro with a fhip to convey his 
deputies into Spcfin, provided he would releafe his brother 
Ferdinando. This was the great objf£l of his policy \ for he 
dreaded. the confequences to his brother of coming to an ex- 
tremity, while he continued in the enemies power: but hav- 
ing now gained his liberty, and received- a confiderable reia« 
forcement from North Americay he threw off all difguife) 
and made vigorous preparations for retaliating dl the injif- 
ries he had ftiftained (G). A herald was dispatched, re* 

(C) This was not the only de- courfe of tlie altercation with 
peit piadHfed by the marquis iri AlmagrOi who neither adhered 



S'he Hiftery ef America,' .g<5^ 

^Ifiog Vim to furrender Cuzco^ and acquaintibg htrh that 
d)€ marquis looked upon his jurifdi£lion to extend along the 
fouihern coafl, quite to the ftraits of ^tf^^/Aw ; by which 
means he entirely excluded Jlmagro from the grant made to 
him by the government. This meiTage he enforced with a 
detachment of feven hundred Spanijb horfe and foot fent to 
Cuz£o^ under the condu<^ of his brothers Ferd'mando and Gonz^'- 
/f, while he marchfed with another army to Chinca^ where 
Mmagro had founded a little colony, at whidh he was then 
encamped. Advice of thefe meafures obliged him to return 
wixh all poffible difpatch to the capital, in direct oppofition 
to the fentiments of his lieutenant^ who advifed an attack 
on Lima^ during (he abfence of the forces ; affirming that 
thereduSion of this place would fecure in his intereft not 
only the (hipping, but all the recruits that were daily flock* 
jng from other parts of the continent. Almagro was fenfi- 
We of the prudence of the meafure ; but he declined it, be- 
:caufe he thought it a diredt violation of the rights granted 
iy the government to his adverfary, and of confequeucc 
jHothiitg lefs tban difobedience to the commands of his fove- 
ireign. To thia punfiilioufnefs we may fairty afcribe bis Almagro 
jruin, though another circumftance of mifconduft equally/»«5^*tfxtf*. 
^contributed. He now marcl^ed back di^edlly to Cu%co^ and 
[being better acquainted with the country, and his foldiers 
:inore feafoned to tbd climate, he got before Plzarro's de- 
Itachment. Advice was brought him before he reached the 
capital, that the enemy were forced to halt in a very fickly 
I condition in the mountains, and that, if he attacked them, 
I the whole detachment might eafily be deftroyed. All hii ^ 
officers gave it as their opinion he ought to embrace fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity ; but Almagro by fome fatality diP 
credited the intelligence, purfued his march, and believed 
he fhould be perfedly fecure in accomplilhing the ruin of fa 

' on his part to the exa^ dictates rifdidlion ef his rivalw To 

of equity or honour. The prevent his knowledge of this 

bMbop of Panama f or ferr/i circqm (lance, ic was that he 

\iirma Proper^ had been ap- perfuaded^/xva^rtf to undertake 

pointed the preceding year to the expedition to Chilii an4 

adjuft the limits of their go- when the bilhop arrived at Li- 

Vernm^nts, and to aflign Pizar- ma^ he diiTuaded bim fron^^ 

[ « two hundred and feventy ttaking that tedious journey tQ 

I leagues beyond the equator, Cuzco to execute hi» comraif* 

; wd to Almagro two hundred fion, upon which he returned to 

kagues more, by which divi- Panama, ^errer^ Dec. iv, 

»0Q the marquis apprehended lib. iii. 
Quzco would fall within the j»i ' 
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^fdnall a body. of forces, if they prefumed to lay fiege 
€9, In fad, it appears that he was determined to ad de%| 
fively, in order that his caufe might carry the more favoiq 
able afpefi to the government^ when he could prove Pizm 
to be the aggreflbr. Indeed his ofEcers at length obliged, lui 
to break this refolution. When the enemy approached t 
capital^ they infifted on his giving them battle in the opi 
plain, ^//yt^^rtf demonftrated almoft to a certainty that 
muft deftroy them effe£luallyi by adhering to his defeofi 
plan; but he was forced to yield to their impetuofity, 1 
fear of giving them difguft, or creating fufpicion of li 
want of courage. At this very time he was confined to i 
bed with the fatigue of fo tedious and difficult a mard 
.which proved too ardous an undertaking for his infin 
conftitution and advanced age ; but roufed with the clamoui 
of bis foldiers, he ordered himfelf to be carried in a litti 

, and marched out of Cuzco to meet the enemy, leaving e 

care of drawing up the troops in order of battle to his liev 
tenant. Orgonnez^s plan wa# exceeding good, had he p 
a proper regard to the nature of the ground, and avoid< 
engaging himfelf perfonally fo deeply in the engagemen 
that he could not give the proper attention to the executia 
of his orders, or feize thofe favourable opportunities wbic 
nfe*and vanifii in a moment. The infantry was reduced t 
one battalion, formed in a kind of column in the centei 
each fide being fupported by harquebufiers, and a fquadrof 
of horfe, in which Almagro was fuperior to the cncmyi 

Bank of The artillery was difpofed on the right wing, while the fron 

Salinas, ^^s fecured by a rivulet and marfhy ground, that renden^ 
all accefs laborious and hazardous. Pizarro drew upbif 
army in a manner nearly fimilar, but with more regard ta 
the ground j~ for he took eare to place his horfe on plaia 
ground, where they coufd freely bear down upon the Hoflilfe \ 
infantry, while the cavalry of Almagro was ihtangled in the 
Salinas^ or falt-pits, whence this battle took its name. This 

April 6j ^^s '^c fii'ft overfight in Ordonnex^s plan ; for as to 4^magrOi 
1538, he could do nothing befides animating the fold iers by his 
, prefenee; He was befides greatly miftaken in the opinion 
he entertained of the enemy. He believed they chiefly con- 
fifled of raw undifciplined recruits, ill armed, and ficklys 
whereas in faft they were for the moft part veterans trained 
up in the wars of Charles V. and Qiufqueteers, of whom 
there were* only a few in Almagro* % army. Pizarro began 
the zS&oti by croffing the rivulet with his horfe; and the firft 
difcharge proved favourable to Ordonnezy who plied his ar- 
tillery vigoroufly, fwept ofF the eatire firft rimk of the epemyi 

and 
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and ftaggcrcd the whole body of cavalry ; but his courage 
dcftroyed the fruits of that advantage. He rufhed with his 
horfe againft P/z^fZ-d, engaged him hand to hand, difmount- 
ed him, and bid fair for a complete viftory, when he receiv- 
ed a mufket-fliot in the forehead. By this time the infantry 
came to blows, and the battle raged with great fury \ when 
a report fuddenly fpread among the troops that Ordonnez was 
killed, which infufed fo great a pannic, that, difregarding Al*' 
magro*s remonftrances, they fled in confufion to the city, 
carrying their general with the torrent. Pizarro entered 
Cuzco with th« fugitives, made dreadful flaughter, and many 
prifoners, moft of whom were killed after quarter was given^ 
particularly Ordonnez and Pedro de Lerma^ who were * 
covered with wounds. Here private pique arid re- 
fentment fully gratified themfelves, every man taking this 
opportunity of reaking his vengeance on the unfortunate 
prifoners. The ^pantjh writers themfelves record fucb aftt 
of cruelty as would difgrace a nation of favages, and evea 
fpcak of them with applaufe orcenfure, juft as they 
happen to fide with one party or the other. Jlmagro^s 
life was preferved at this Junflurc only to be more 
malicioufly facrificed by the tedious forms of what ^'^Almtwo 
enemies called a legal procefs. Having been clofely f«n-^y^^ ^on^ 
priibrled fome months in the moft excruciating fufpence, at jg^f^^gj 
length a procefs was commenced, and an impeachment ^2;,^ ^;^^^iy. 
drawn up, in which he was charged with having feized upon ttd. 
Cuzco by force of arms ; with occafioning the eiFuAon of 
much Spanijh blood; with entering upon a clandeftine corre-, 
fpondence and fecret treaty with the inca Manco Capac \ with 
infringing on the terms of the emperor's grant, and en- 
croaching upon the limits of the marquis Pizarro'^s jurifdic- 
tion ; with breach of all the articles of feveral contrafls with 
the marquis; and with fighting two battles againft his coun- 
trymen, contrary to the peace of the (bvereign lord the king, 
one at Abancay^ and another at Salinas, Thefe and divers 
other crimes and mifdemeanours of lefs moment were 
proved according to certain forms of law ; upon which the 
old general was condemned to death, though he appealed to 
the emperor in the moft pathetic manner, implored the cle- 
inency of Ferdinando Pizarro^ reminding him of the regard 
be had (hewn for his life, when he had him entirely in his 
power, and of his conftaiit refufal to put to death any of 
the friends or relations of Pizarroy although they had ex- 
prefled the bittereft enmity to his perfon. He defired Ferdi- 
nando would confider how inftrumental he had been in the 
fucqefs of the expedition, and the profperity of the marquis; 

. not 
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that he was an old infirm man, who, in courie of nature, haa 
not long to live, and that aloioft his whole life had been one, 
continued feries of toil, hardthip^ and misfortune; argu-- 
ttients which had no weight with Pizarro, - He had the ex-, 
prefs orders of the marquis to remove Almagroy as the oniy^i 
bbftacle. to his ambition and glory, imagining he (hould: 
then enjoy the whole dominion oi Peru without a rival: 
the fentcnce was therefore executed in its utmoft rigour ; M^, 
magro was privately flrangled, publickly beheaded on a (caf- 
fpld in the great fquare of Cuzcoy his body ftripped naked 
by the executioner, and then left cxpofed for the greatefti 
part of the day, without a friend to pay the laft duties to his^ 
remains. Thefe were all ui cuftody, and their enemiei 
wer.e too much inflamed with refentment to liften to tbe^ 
dilates of humanity. At laft the corpfe was carried off bf 
an old flave of the deceafed, who wrapped it in a coarfi 
cloth, and buried it in the moft devout manner he could|;| 
at the hazard of his own life ; difgracing, by this.a^t of com^i 
paffion, the more poliihed and civilized chriliians. ThMti 
perifhed, by the malice of his enemies, the enterprifing, vi-{ 
gilant, adtive, and publiok-fpirited yf/m^zg^r^, in the feventy^ 
fifth year of his age, fincerely regretted by his friends, andi 
efpeciaUy the Indians y who regarded him as their parent andi 
prote£tor, againft the rigour of the other Spanijb comixiander^-l 
and honoured his aihes with the unfeigned tears of forrow- ' 
ful afFeaion(D). 

(D) We have already men- tun^, abd had by dint .'of merit: 

iioned that Almagro was of ob- alone afcended to a greater I 

' jR:are birth, and mean educa- height of riehes and power thai '■ 

tibn, being ignorant of reading « any private perfbn of the aget 

and writing ; but he was an unlefs we except his colleague 

excellent olEceT and generous and the conquerbr of Mexicoi 

friend, an admirable citizen, His eftate and power he left to 

' feduced fometimes into unjuOi- an only fon he had by ^n ImHatt 

liable a£ls, by the extent of his woman; butyoung^/m/T^owas 

authority, by the oppoiition of not Only difpofleiTed of his eftate 

Pizarroj or by ambition. He by the marquis, but fent a pri- 

was the forger of hia own for^ foner to Lima. GeraL lib« ii. 
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S E C T. X. 

h which we give a fuccinil Relation of the. Wars iti 
ChiVi^.and the feveral Rebellions raifed in Peru, 
either kf the Tyranny of the Governors ^ orJhe Ambi^^ 
tion of the Spanifli Planters. 

'TpHE barbarity of the Pixarro fa£lion, far from producing ^^-^. 
-* the intended efFeft of gaining an unlimited authority, -^^^^^^ ^ 
ferved only to augment the number of their enemies. After /^^ cruel 
the viflory, Fetdinandp perfecuted with unrelenting feverity^rd?<:f^</- * 
all the friends of Alma^roj and drove them out of Cuzco, ox'ings. ' 
confined them in dungeons', for fear they might endeavour to 
revenge the ignominious death* of their leader. His friends, 
who had ftattered themfelves with fliaring in the fpoils oiJl- 
mgro^ an(J being appointed to the government of provinces, 
began to relax in their zeal, .on finding their expectations dff- ^ 

'appointed. Jlmagro^s treafures were retained in the hands 
of the Pizarrcsj utider pretence that they muft be acc6utt-'^ 
table for then^ to th6 catholic king ; and to oBviate all in;-' 
cohveniepce^ which tnight'.afrife from their chagi;ih, /Vr^i-' 
iwhA was carefiil to-emplpythem in diftant cdriquefts, vi^hich'. 
I might gratify their ambition ahd. avarice. Accordingly fe- 
I Veral of his owh difcontcnled officers, and alfo the moff po-' 
jpular of yflmagro's party, were feht with (lender det^chmefits.: 
I upon different dangcro,us expeditions, to prevent their exa- . 
; milling too curioufly into his condudl. However, fo general, 
[appcared'the difcoritents, after the execution b?.Jhnagro^ that 
; fifdimndo found it neceflary to vifit the court of Spain m 
\ perfon j and, by a judicious application of the vaft treafurejs 
which he now poflefled, to fcreen himfelf againft the hitter 
accufation of Jago de Alvaradoy then guardian of yourtg -^Z- 
Wtf^rc, who had lately gone over with a view of eftablifliing 
the rights of the minor, and bringing the Pizarros to a fe- 
vere account. He appeared at court with a brilliant retinue, 
diftributed the gold and filver of Peru with the utmoft libe- 
i 'ality, pleaded the. neceffity of the meafures he had taken 
ti^ith great addrefs ; and was, notwithftanding, conduced to 
the prifon of Medina dal Campo^ in which he remained con- 
I fined for the fpace of twenty-three years. It is generally 
' believed that he muft have atoned with his life for the in- 
juries done to Almagro^ had not the death of Alvarado ftop- 
, P5<1 the profecution j an event fo fudden, that ftrong fufpi- 
cions romained of bis having been poifoned by sjic agcnta 
; ^ Pizarro. ^ ' 
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Br the death of Almagro^ and the imprifonment of Fer* 
Unando Pizarroy the whole weight of the government of 
Peru fell upon the fhoulders of the marquis^ at a critical 
time, when he mofl: required the affidance of faithful friends 
and able counfellors. The Indians had again recourfe to 
arms, either to revenge the death of Almagroy or to profit 
by the diviiions among the Spaniards^ who now found them- 
felves more- hardly prefled, even when their numbers were 
greatly increafed, than when they firft entered upon the coa- 
queft with a handful of men only. The Indians were 
animated with revenge ; and had befldes overcome the con- 
fternation and^rror which had feized them on the firfi fight 
of fire-arms and horfes. What they formerly conceived to 
be the thunder of heaven, they were fenfible was no more 
than a contrivance of human genius; and they had taken 
feveral horfes which they ventured to ufe againft the Spa- 
niardsy demonftrating by this, and the improvements in the 
art of Var they had made fince the arrival of Pizarro in Peru, 
• that they were extremely ingenious and imitative. In feveral 

encounters they defeated the Spaniardsj fought them with 
their own weapons^ and were not even afraid or ignorant 
of the ufe of mu(kets, fome of which they had taken in 
different engagements. The relation given by the royal 
hiftorian De la Vaga^ of an afiion between fome Spanijb ca- 
valiers, of whom Gonzak Pizarr§ was one, all well mounted, 
armed, and cafed in armour, and feven naked Indians^ fuf- 
ficently evince the ftriS courage and afiivity of the latter. 
The Peruvians were indeed defeated, but it was after a gal- 
lant refiftance, and wounding three of the enemy. This 
happened in the province of Cbarcasy whfere Pizarro com- 
manded a confiderable body of troops,, and fought feveral 
bloody undecifive battles, until he was at length reduced to 
the neceffity of fending for fuccour to the marquis. When 
thf invaluable mines of Potoji were difcovered, then fuch 
crowds of adventurers flocked to this province, that the na- 
tives were at laft compelled to fubmit, after a moft obfiinate 
defence. 
EMpediti§n ^N Chili the Spaniards were ftill lefs fuccefsful, that brave 
t9 Cliili. people difputing every inch of ground. All the provinces 
fubjeS to the inca of Peru had fubmitted to Almagroy who 
had likewife reduced fome of the fouthern provinces, 
and was in a fair way of extending his conquefts, when 
I jjo« circumftances obliged him to return to Cuzco, Valdivioy who 
had learned the rudiments of war in Italyy a'nd was deemed 
one of the beft Spanijh officers in America^ was now fent thi- 
ther by Pizarro. All the profinc^s which owned the fovc- 
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leignty of the incas, fubmitted with little difficulty to the 
Spaniards^ who took upon themfelves the autho/ity of the 
emperor, and a£ted in all refpeds as a regular legiflature. As 
Faldivia advanced, the.pbflrudion was greater; the confede« 
rated caziques gave him frequent battle, and difplayed great 
courage and refolution ; but they could not prevent his pe* 
netrating as far as the valley of Mafmho^ which he found St. Jago 
incredibly fruitful and populous. Here he founded the city de la Nu« 
of St. yag9, building a caftlc for the d,efence of the new «va Eftra** 
tolony and fecurity of the gold mioea in the neighbour- nudurtt 
hood, in which he forced the natives to labour. TheChilians^ 
greatly exafperated at this work of fervitude, determined upon 
revenge; to accompli& which, it was refolved to attack the 
fort whei> the horfe were gone out to forage ; but the coii- 
^piracy being difcovered^ the ringleaders Were capitally pu- 
nifiieo. This fufpended the defign of the Chilians^ but did 
not break their refolgtion of reaking their vengeance the iirft 
opportunity that offered* Faldivia imagining himfelf per- 
fedly fecure, fet out on his foraging expedition, and had fcarce 
proceeded eight leagues when the Chilians^took arms, attacked 
the caftle commanded by Alonzo de Menroy^ with great im- 
petuofity, and continued the alTauIt from morning until m'ght,, 
fortifying themfelves within the enclofures and yards made 
by the Spaniards to their houfes. On this occafion a Spanijh 
lady exerted an extraordinary degree of brutal courage. Ap- 
prehending left the Indian Caziques imprifoned in the fort 
might recover their liberty, and render the infurredion more 
general, (he fefzed a hatchet, and, with aftonifhing bold- 
nefs and cruelty, hewed them in pieces with her own hand. 
Even this aS of favage ferocity did not produce the cffedj 
the Spaniards found themfelves fo hard prefTed, that thejr 
were forced to abandon the fott, and march to a plain in the 
neighbourhood, fkirtcd by a river, Here the few horfe that, 
remained had room to aft, and performed wonders ; although 
it was not poffihle to hinder the enemy from fetting fire to 
all the outworks, by which the provifions and ftorcs were \ 
confumed. Faldivia returned in the mean time, obtained a 
complete vi8ory, began with the utmoft diligence to repair 
his lofles'; but conceived fo high an opinion of the free fpirit 
and valour of the natives, that he immediately wrote to Pertt^ 
for a reinforcement, and was foon joined by a body of troops 
under Baptifta Pajitna. 

We (hall purfue this fubje(£l, to avoid interruption in our 
account of the civil divifions in Peru. Faldivia had fcarce 
. reduced the enemy to obedience, when his life was endan- 
gered by his own troops, who muronired ^t the fatigue of 
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rebuildiog the outworks, and the icarcity that prevailed. A 
plan had been formed for the murder of the general ; but 
foine information of it coming to the ears of Valdivia^ he 
banilhed the ringleaders* and fupprefled the commotion. After 
this he aflumed the title of governor of Chilis and behaved 
with fuch gallantry, that, after many bloody ikirmiflies, the 
J^inti 9f Indians of the vale fubmitted. Immediately he fet them to 
•Qailotta. work in the mines oi ^ilotia\ and they proved io rich in 
gold, that for the fecurity of the Spmiardsy and to keep the 
Indian labourers in awe, he built a fort, in which be placed 
a ftrong garrifon. Next he propofed to trade to Peru by 
fea, and likewife to open a communication by land; for 
which purpgfe he built a frigate on the river, and detached 
a party of horfe to the vale of Guafcoy under Menroy^ and 
another to the vale of Copiapo^ to proceed from theiKie to 
PerUf whicb was an extremely di£Gicult and arduous under- 
taking. As Menroy was preparing to pafs the defert oiAta* 
uimay the Indians fell fuddenly upon him, defeated his party, 
and obliged him and Pedra de Meranda to efcape on their 
unfadled norfe^, covered with wounds. An entire ignorance 
of the country occaGoned their afterwards falling into the 
hands of an Indian general, whpfe name was Cote7. They 
were carried prifoners to the chief cazique of the vale, 
wbofe lady commiferating their misfortunes, had them un- 
. bound and taken into favour ; by which means they foon 
efcaped to ^^ri/, after fufFering incredible hardfhips in the 
tedious journey. From thence he returned with a reinforce- 
ment of fixty men, and thereby enabled /^((7/E/m<7 to purfue 
his conquefts. 

Mean time the fortune of war was changeable; in ge- 
siieral the Spamar£ were fuccefsful in their expeditions, kit 
^ they alfo fuftained a variety 6f defeats and lofles. At laft 
the difturbances in Peru occafioned Faldivia^s being recalled, 
with fome of his officers and foldiers, and the care of pur- 
suing the conqueft was committed to Francefco de Villagia^ 
n* 'i^M» ^^^ ^^ conftituted his lieutenant. During his abfence 
am^^tL mifunderftandings arofe between his lieutenant and Pedn 
^pti^g^s^Sonci&z di H$z^ who had procured a grant from the crown 
* of Spain^ of the government of the farther parts of Peru and 
. Chili, De H0Z9 in confequence of this grant, expelled, with 
a good deal of reafon, that he ought to fuccced to the com-* 
mand of the Ibrces, and have the chief direction in- the ab-- 
fence of Faldivia. He had even a fuperior right to Faldivia 
himfelf ; nor would he fubmit to this general, who held his 
'^ommiffion only of Pizarroj except on condition that ,tbe 
•rkhfift jirjovinces ^ Chili ihould be.affigned to hiini with 
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which paldivia was obliged to reft fatisiied. ^ Hbwever^ upon 
his departure, VtUagea qjime to a rupture with De Hozy f^zed, 
tmprifoned^ condemned, and put him to death, whether by 
his own authority or the orders of his fuperior, is uncertain. 
This only is related, that P^aldivia appeared to be well plea- 
fed with the conduS of his lieutenant^ ^nd the removal of 
aperfon who could not help regarding him in the light of 
an ufurper. The Chiftans made their advantage of the civil 
diviiions among the Spaniards^ attacked the garrifons of Ca- 
piapo and Coquinbo^ and after putting all the Spaniards to the 
fv^ord, demoliihed the towns. Vellagea himfelf was extremely 
hard preiled in the^own of St. Jago^ and muft probably have 
furrendered, had not Valdivia ieafonably arrived to his ailif- 
tance, with a ftrong reinforcement, attacked the Indians with 
great refolution, forced them to relinquifh the fiege, drove 
them out of the valleys of Ccpiapo and Coquinhy rebuilt the 
towns they had deftroyed, marched to the fouthward, and 
lifter crofSng the riv^r Mie^Oj obliged the warlike provinces 
to receive the yoke, after they had withftood all the attempts 
of the incas of Peru^ and of Almugroy the firft Spanijh gene- 
ral ^ho had penetrated their frontier, 

VALDIVIA had adivity, refolution, and a genius turned 
to proje<£ls. He now entered upon a fcheme of great ex- 
tent and hazard, crofled the large rivers Maulle and Hata^ ^The CW- ^ 
traverfed a vaft fpace of country, and founded the city La\\z.mrifi. 
Conceptierty on the South-fea coaft. He had likewife ereSed againfi the 
feveral other towns and * fortrefles in different parts of CiiiiySp^iudi. 
in order to bridle the natives ; which fo enraged this brave 
people, that they afTembled in crowds, fell upon the new 
city, harrafled the garrifon with perpetual attacks, and were 
very near deflroying the whole Spanift> army. However, in 
dcfpite of all their endeavours, Valdivia completed the for- 
Ciiications of La Conception^ put it in a poiiure to reiift all 
the power of the enemy, and then advanced with all his 
forces towards the plains of Angola and croffing the great 
river Biobio^ founded the city called Imperial^ on a hill, at 
the confluence of two rivers, about forty leagues to thje 
fouthward of Conception. The Spaniarde alledge that the ^ 
neighbouring fertile valley contained above fourfcore thou- 
ivii Indian inhabitants, who gave them no moleflation iri 
building, being of a peaceable difpofition. They were even 
fo tame as to iuSer Valdivia to parcel out their lands among 
the Spaniards^ remaining theoifelves like flayes ^tached to 
the glebe. Valdivia was indefatigable in eftabUfhing the 
Spanijk power, by fouriding colonics. About fixteeo leagues 
to the eafiward of the city Imperial^ he ia^d th^ fbU{idatl<m 
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olViUa Rtca, fo called on account of the wealth of the gold 
' mines found there; but he involved himfelf in difficulties, by 
extending his conquefts beyond what his ftrength was capable 
of maintaining. By extending his forces over the face^ of 
fo large a country, he weakened every part in fuch a manner 
as revived hope in a people who watched with the clofeft at- 
tention for the opportunity of recovering their liberties. How- 
ever dreadful the fire-arms, horfes, and armour of the Spa- 
tiiardsy appeared to naked, fimple IndianSy fervitude proved 
fiill more intolerable; and the Cbikjians refolved to put all to 
hazard, rather than endure fetters fo galling to their free 
fpirit. In the cotnrfe of war they difcovered that the Spa- 
niards were vulnerable and mortal men like themfelves, which 
helped to confirm their courage ; they afTembied in great 
numbers, and doubted not but they f)iould be able, by. dint 
of perfeverance and fuperior ftrength, to expel the ufurp- 
ing infolent ftrangers; Had all the natives of Chili joined 
in this opinion, they mufl have infallibly executcfd their pro- 
je£t ; but amidft fuch a variety of nations of different cufloms 
and fentiments, it was impoffible to find them all in the fame 
difpofition. Some were tame and pacific, preferring the yoke 
of the Spaniards to the tumults of war ; others were war- 
like and brave, regarding fiibjedion to a foreign power as 
the mofl dreadful of all calamities. Full of thefe generous 
Tht Arae-f<?ntiments, the latter took arms. The Aracceons in particular, 
ceanV r/> the moft intrepid people in Chili^ and who had given Val&' 
n/oh. via the greateft trouble, all rofe to a man, exaTperated 
at the treatment of the Spaniards. When this people had 
fubmitted before, Valdivia^ in the diflribution of the lands^ 
had referved this valley to himfelf, ,on account of its extra- 
ordinary wealth and fertility. The natives were fet to dig 
in the mines, and fubje£ted to the flripes' and abufe of the 
Spaniards who fuperintended the labour. Seniible how in- 
tolerable this ufage mufl feem to a people unaccufh>med to 
fubje£bion, he erected three caflles in the valley, to keep them 
in awe, and garrifoned them ftrongly, while he went upon ano- 
ther expedition, in fearch of mines which had a fiill higher 
reputation. Of this circumftance the Aracceons availed them- 
felves, engaged the whole country in the confpiracy, and 
elected the celebrated and valiant Capaulican for- their leader 
and general. 

It is feldom that the Indians condu£l their fchemes with 
the neceflary fecrecy. Valdivia received notice of the intended 
rebellion, he returned fuddenly to the valley of Araccea ; but 
before be appeared, fourteen thoufand of the natives were af- 
f^mbled in arms^ determined to (hd the laft drop of their 
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blood; He attacked them with his cavalry, oblige4 them to 

retreat to the woods, but could not obtain a yi£lory, for Q«paali- 

they continued to Tally out with fury, maintaining a kind can*/ cqh* 

of running fight, and harrailing the Spaniards with ptr-duff. 

petual fatigue and watching. Tht experience acquired from ' 

thefe (ki rmiihes was improved by Capaulican in a manner which 

evinced hts military genius. He obferved that fighting with 

fuch a number of undifciplined troops, ferved only to diforder 

the whole, and contribute to hi^ defeat, the confufion of 

the front communicating itfelf to the wings and rear, in 

fuch a manner that the firfl aflault of the Spanijh cavahry 

generally determined the fortune of the day. This incon- , 

yeniencc he determined to remedy, by dividing his forces into 

battalions of a thoufand each, which (hould charge the ene«- 

my by turns, and thus fupport the engagement at pJeafure, 

withoiit fatigue or danger to the whole army. He repre* 

fented to his countrymen, that the Spanijh cavalry did not 

exceed a hundred and fifty men^ agairifl: whom a battalion 

of the brave Chilefians would be able to make a coniiderable 

ftand, notwithftan ding the fuperiority of their arms and horfes; 

and that this corps relieved by another, and that by a third, 

would necefTarily, in the end, fatigue, diihearten, and exhaufl 

the Spaniards. He deftred they would make trial of this new 

method ; and the ifTue proved anfwerable to his wiih. C<t« 

faulican was too prudent to expe£t that a iingle battalion 

could defeat the enemy; and he only required, that when the 

foldiers found themfelves hard prefTed, they would retire lei- 

fnrely into the rear, and rally themfelves behind cover, with* 

out difotdering the reft of the forces, in order to renew, in 

their turn, the charge. Every thing was executed to his 

order ; the firft battalion engaged with great refolutioa, and 

a calmnefs that greatly aftonifhed the Spaniards. After fuf- 

fering the whole weight of the battle as bng as was thought 

neceffary, they retired with great deliberation, and were fuc- 

ceeded by another body; which having difcharged the required 

duty, retreated in the fame order, and made room for a third, 

ia this manner keeping up an unintermitting engagement, 

for the fpace of feven ot eight hours, until the Spaniards 

grew quite faint for want of refreihment, and retired preci* Valdivit 

pitately ^. Faldivia ordered them to poflefs a pafs at fome taken and 

diftancc from the field, to ftop the purfuit. The fruits of puf to 

this order were bhfled by the treachery of his page, a CbiU- dmk. 

fioTiy who took this opportunity of deferting to his country- ' 

Qien, acquainted them with the Spanijh general's defign, and 

* liA VE6A9 lib. vii. cap. xi;i|i, p. 2i^. 
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direded them to gain the pafs before the arrival of ihe enemy, 
^' Make ufe, (aid he, of the advantage vi^hich the gods have 
•' piit into your hands to recover the lib^tics of your coun? 
<* try, and torefcue it from deftrudion, by {bedding the blood 
^* of thofc thieves and traitors." When he had fpoke -thefc 
animating words, he took up a fpear, placed himfelf at the 
head of a body of CbiUftans^ charged the Spaniards with' great 
fury> while another detachment feized upon the pafs, agree- 
able to his directions. Valdivia and his troops were now 
enclofed on every fide, and too n7uch exhau&ed to make 
any conftderable refiftance. The Indians put all to death 
without pity or remorfe, except Valdivia and a prieft, whom 
they took prifoners, and bound to a tree, until they had flaugh- 
tered all the reft of the Spaniards. When they had fully fa-r 
tiated their revenge, and deftroyed both men and horfes, 
they carried Valdivia bound before their general Capaidican^ 
who cruelly ordered- him to be put to death. Writers differ . 
in the relation of this event. According to GarciUtJ/oy fome 
alledg^, that his treacherous page LauUntf having firft re- 
viled and reproached him, then flew him with his own hand \ 
qthers fay he was bound to a tree, and his brains daihed out 
with a club, by order of the CbiUJian general 5 while others 
affirm, that the Indians poured melted gold down bis throat, 
bidding \kim fatiate himfelf with that metal, after which he 
Ihirfted fo violently, Garcilajfa fpeaks of the. death of this 
' brave and unfortunate commander in a manner ftill different, 

and mcTre tragical. He relates, that Francejco de Rierosy who 
was at that time an oiEcer in Chili^, affirmed on his return 
to Peru^ that the Indians pai&d the night fucceediug the vic- 
tory, in "mirth and feftivity, dancing round a great Sre, upon 
which they broiled pieces of Valdivia's flefh before his owi; 
eyes, and eat it luxurioufly, until he at length expired with 
lofs of blood, and the extremity of torture. - All the Spanljk 
writers agree, that they made flutes and other inftruments of 
. his bones, and preferved his ikull as a moni^ent of their 
vidory, which they celebrated by an annual feflivah As t^ 
; Laut^ruy his fervices were judged to be of fuch importance, 
that he was raife4 to the high ftation of lieutenant-geners^ 
to CapaHlicany in v^ich capacity he difplayed the vigour of 
his genius, and boldnefs of his courage, m divers engage- 
ments. 
J^ariier The defeat and death -of Valdivia fpread confternation 
fucceffes «^ among all the Spaniards' in Chlliy who now apprehended that 
tie Chile- the t^^vok of th^ Jracceans would become general. His lieu- 
fi*a», tenant VellageOy who was then at Conception^ no fooner heard 

thp news, .^ap be aflembled thp tropps difperfed in different 
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provinces, and being reinforced with feveral thoufand of his 
Indian aiJies, fet out for the valley of Araccea^ to revenge the 
death of his general. CapauJican did not chufe to encounter 
fo powerful ar\ army in the open field j but he artfully retired 
by fuch gentle fieps as convinced the Spaniards that he wa| 
too weak to fupport their weight, and drew them on gra- 
dually into rough, unequal ground, and a country covered 
with wood, and filled with defiles, where the horfe was mi- 
ferably entangled, and rendered entirely ufelefs. Having ocr 
cupied all the pafies in fuch a manner as to prevent the 
Spaniards from extricating themfelves, he boldly faced about, 
attacked Fellagea in front, flank, and rear, and ordered his 
people to come immediately to clofe battle, with a view o^ 
deftroying the cffe6ls of the fire-arms. The event was fimilar 
to that of the preceding engagement. The Spaniards were 
routed with the Jofs of near three thoufand men, including 
the auxiliary Indians^ and the vi£lors bent all their ilrengtl^ 
againft the Spanijh colonies. Lauteru marched at the head 
oi z^TQTX, zxmy to La Conception^ which he deftroyed upon 
finding it abandoned by the Spaniards* He then laid fiege 
to the city Imperial', and after continuing for feme week^ 
before the walls, was forced by the heavy rains to relinquifh 
the enterprife ; a fortunate accident, which the pious Spa-^ 
niards afcribed to the interpofition of the virgin mary^ who, 
they affirmed, made her appearance to the whole garrifon -, 
an afieition which we have the fame reafon to believe, as that 
the tutelary Saitit Jaga fought their battles againft the Indians 
on horfeback. 

Undismayed by the unfortunate iffue of this under- 
taking, and the miracles wrought before his eyes in favour 
of the Spaniards^ if one may credit their writers, the Ikdian 
general Lauteru refolvcd to fruftrate the defign of the enemy 
to rebuild La Conception. With this view he marched di- 
redily to that city, drove the Spaniards from their works, and ' 

>gain reduced the whole to ames. After which he laid.fiege 
to St, JagOy with intention to demolifh all the Spanijh fetile- 
ments in Chilis as thefe were the greateft obftaclc to the re- 
covery of public liberty. Here he was killed by an arrow, 
after he brought the garrifon to extremities; upon which thQ 
Cbilefians^ diCheartened by the lofs of their general, raifed the 
fiegc and withdrew. Several other hoftilities were cornmit- 
ted on both fides ; and the natives were in general fo fortunate 
WaUtheir attempts, that the governor of P<fr«, fearing the lofs Garcia de 
of the whole conqueft, unlefs the moft , vigorous meafuresMendoza 
^erc taken, determined upon fending his (on Don GarciafinttoChx^ 
^Mendozay with a powerful army, to fupprefs the rebellion.li. 
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From this circumftance we may judge of tlie tedioufncfs of 
the war,' and the difficulty of th^ conqueft, it being now the 
fpacc often years fincc Faldivias firft arrival in Chili. Mendo%a 
. purfaed his inftruflions to reduce the Arncc^itnt with the ut- 
moft vigilance ; he encountered tht Indians upon divers oc- 
cafions with various fuccefs, and was at laft fo fortunate as 
to make Capaulican prifoncr, whom he put to death, in order 
to ftrike terror into his adherents. However, all the abilities 
tX Mend^%a were infufficient to bring the war to an iffue, 
The Chilejians^ though repeatedly defeated, were never difpi- 
ritcd; on the contrary, misfortune drove them to defpair, 
sind they determined to grati^ their revenge at the expenoe 
of the lift drop of their blood. They raifed frefh forces, 
mounted cavalry, which they, had taken from the Sfaniards^ 
fought with difciplincd valour, ruined almoft all the Spmujb 
fettlements, and, at the end of fifty years, remained uncon- 
quered, 
farticu' As it would greatly exceed the limits of a general hiftory 
lots of tbfio relate every minute circumftance of this long and bloody 
*V^» war, we ffiall touch only upon a few material particulars 
related by the royal hiftorian De la Vega^ which will convey 
z fufficient idea of .the mifery which the Spaniards fuftained, 
and the obftinacy with which the ChiUfmm perfifted in the 
defence of freedom. When Garcibjfo was in Spain in the 
year 1600, he received the following advices from a corre-^ 
fpondent then refiding in the country; That, on the 29th day 
oi November 1597* a body of ChiUftans^ amounting to five 
thoufand horfe and foot, two hundred of whom were clothed 
in armour taken from the Spaniards^ took the city Imperial 
by furprife, put all the Spaniards to the fword, and reduced 
the place to aflies. On this occafion, near four hundred Spa- 
niards^ men, women, and children, were facrificed to the iury 
of the conquerors; Tbc fame writer acquaints us, that four 
years after he received a letter, informing him,' that of tbt 
thirteen different towns and cities buHt by the Spaniards in 
Chiliy fix were deftroyed by the Indians^ namely, Valdivia^ 
Imperial^ Angola Santa Cruz^ Cajieo in Cifilo^^ and La Concef" 
tion, *^ They overthrew, confumed, and Uld defoiate the 
<* houfes and habitations of the Spaniards, dilhonoured and 
*^ propbaned the temples, obfcured the brightnefs of that 
•* faith and devotion which (hone in thofe parts, and fo elated 
•' the fpirits of the hdians by their fuccefs, that they grew 
** bold and confident, omitting no opportunity of robbing 
*' and deftroying the churches and monafteries with fire and 
** fword ! They alfo learned, adds the fsime writer, many 
^' art? and ftratag-ems of war. When they befiegcd th« 

<« city 
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'* city of 0/arnOy they fo hemmed in the Spaniards with their 
** works, that they could receive no fuftenapce, except a few 
^' bad vegetables, which they were obliged to procure at the 
*' cxpence 6f jdefperate fallies. In the laft fiege which the 
*' Indians laid to Ofamoy they furprifed and killed the centi- 
'^ nels, entered the town, butchered the childrep, chained ' 
^' down the women, and exercifed every ad of barbarity 5 but 
♦* while they were thus employed, theSpaniards recovered from 
" their coniternation, fnatched the critical moment, fell upon 
" theindianSf and obKged them to fly with great precipitation^ 
** leaving their booty behind." Thefe arc the words of the 
jcfiiit Da Cajiroy quoted by La Vega^ who likewife adds to 
the fame purpofe, that the laft viftory obtained by the Indians 
was at Villa Rica, with great effufion of Spanijh blood. They 
fet fire to the four-quarters of the town, and killed all the 
friars of Saint Dominique^ Saint Francis^ and the MarcedaSy 
with all the other clergy, carrying the women into captivity, 
many of whom were ladies of diftinSidn and high quality. 
*' Thefe were judgments, fays La Vega^ which God permits 
'* in his fccret providence for the chailifement of mankind j" 
and were it allowable to judge of the difpenfations of the 
divine will, they might be called juft punifhments on the 
Spaniards^ for the wanton oppreilions, and unheard-of cruel- 
ties exercifed upon the innocent and brave natives, whofe 
country they invaded, whofe treafures they plundered, and. 
whofe perfons they enflaved, under the barefaced difguifc of 
propagating the moft humane and benevolent of all religious 
inftitutions. 

Before we quit this fubjefl: to return to the affairs ofjJmiral 
Perui it tnay be proper we fhould mention the plan formed Brewer'/ 
by the Hollanders for profiting by the loffes of the Spaniards^fxpedition 
and eftabliibing colonies in Chilis concluding they would bc/e ChiU» 
well received by the natives, if they declared themfelves the 
foes of their inveterate and implacable enemies. In the 
year 1642, the Dutch Wtji-India company equipped a fqua* 
dron undei- admiral Brewer^ which failed from the Texelm 
the month of November ^ fuffered Coniiderably in doubling 
Cape Horny and arrived in the month of May following on 
the coaft of Chiti, A party of fifty foldiers being landed^^ 
encountered a troop of Spanijh horfe, defeated them, and 
then took pofTeiSon of the town of Cavelmappa. Afterwards 
the fleet fteered for the ifland of Chiloe^ and the appearance of 
the Dutch diffufed fuch a pannic among the inhabitants of 
^fftroy that they removed their efFe£b, and fet fire^to the 
^^ty. From the relation given by ibme Spanijh and Indian 
frifoners they xvoAt^ all the particulars above related of the 

war. 
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war Were confirmed, with a thoufand circumflances fhat ag- 
gravated the cruelty and infolence of the Spaniards. If wc 
may credit the Dutch accounts, the ChiUfums even at thij 
time, exprefled the utmoft deteftation of the Spaniards^ and 
were contriving the means of throwing off the galling bon- 
dage. One .of the natives came on board with the bead of 
z Spaniard J whom he had juft killed, and declared that his 
countrymen only waited the return of the dry feafon to gain 
their friends at 0/amo and BatdivtOy and begin a general 
infurre<aion. The Dutch commander Brewer died before 
any progreft was made in the fcheme concerted by the Weji'' 
India company ; and to this unfortunate event is the mif- 
carriage of the expedition afcribed. He bad formed an al- 
liance with the Chilefians^ five hundred of whom be bad on 
board the fleet, with whom bis fucceflbr fet fail fox BaMvia^ 
carrying with him the body of the deceafed admiral, as he 
had defired to be interred in that city. At BaUivia the DuUb 
found only a few monuments of its former grandeur, the 
place where the city flood being over-grown with weeds and 
bufhes ; they were even difappointed in their hopes of meet* 
ing with trcafure. Here they extended the treaty with tbe 
Chtieftans^i a great number of caziq^es agreeing to join them 
againft the Spaniards^ on the promife made by the Dutch of 
fupplying them with arms and military ftoresi but they rc- 
fufed to enter upon a written contra£l, declaring that a parole 
engagement and verbal promife was as obligatory as feals. 
and written parchment. They fuffered the DutiJ) to build. 
a fort ; but when a propofal was made of traflicking, and 
exchanging gold for arms, the caziques exprefled their jca<' 
loufy, and immediately declared there were no gold mines 
in their country. In a word, the Dutch found reafon to ap- 
prehend, that whatever enmity the Chilefians entertained a- 
gainit the Spaniards^ Aty would join with them to expel 
the ftrangers ; and therefore they very prudently witbdrcWf 
and returned difappointed to Eurept. 

Wb left the marquis Pizarro dbeply engaged in reducing 
the difl:ant provinces, and in extending the dominion of 
the Spaniards over countries till now entirely unknown. By 
the number of detachments which he made, his army was 
(o much weakened, that the Peruvians again ventured to 
have recourfe to arms, and would certainly have recovered 
their liberties, but for the aid furni(hed the Spaniards by their 
Indian vaflals, who difcovered all the pafles and ftrong pofti) 
and fupplied them with provifion and inteltigente. In the pro- 
vince of Los Charcasy the natives made violent ftruggles to 
preferve their liberties^ Gouzalo Pizarro had been deucbed. 

to 
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to reduce that province, and, after repeated battlei, wasfuiv 
rounded, and fo diftrcffcd by the Indians^ that the marquis 
found it neceUary to march in perfon to his relief, with all 

. his forces. Garcilaffo allcdgcs that he only fent a reinforce- iGonxalo 
ment, giving out that he would go in perfon if neceffary j PizarroV 
but that Gonzalo- was relieved by a miracle wrought in his txpeditioti 
favour by Bu Jago before the arrival of the fuccours : certain to C^neu. 
iti$, that the province was reduced after much bloodfhed, 
and that Gonzaio was then detached to the province of Ca- 
mtay to enter upon ftill more perilous adventures. The 
difficulties which he combated in this expedition, furpafs de- 
fcription. After fuftaining the united efforts of famine, fa* 
tigue, difeafe, and other calamities, he arrived on the banks, 
of the river of Jmazons^ where he built a kind of (hip, which 
he committed to the charge of OreUanay with intention to 
fupply his forces with provifion^ but Orelkna deferted his 
intereft, and, to crown Gonzalo^s misfortunes, nor only left 
him deftitute of every means of fubfiflence, but entertained 
the treacherous fcheme of procuring a grant of the country 
for himfelf ; with which purpofe he fet fail for Spain. GoU" 
Zfflo having eat up all his provifion and horfes, was then 
reduced to feed upon roots, herbs, and the fle(h of infers 
and reptiles, the very iight of which would naufeate a lefs 
praving appetite. Many of his jpeople peri(hed for hunger, 

' all were aknoft ftarved with cold, the apparel with which 
they began the expedition being worn to tatters. The ut- 
noft difiiculties were combated in marching along the fide 
of the great river of Amazons^ upon account of the impaf* 
faWc mountains and forefis that fell in their way, and forced 
the Spaniards to make prodigious circuits, eroding marlhes, 
bavs, and rivers, with incredible fatigue and perfeverance. 
The chearful and undaunted refolutioii with which the ge- 
neral fupported every misfortune, infpired bis qjen with emu* 
lation and courage ; and though they could not avoid feel- 
ing diftreft, they forbore repining. The Indian auxiliaries 
fcrved them rather with the affeSion of children, and the 
neareft kindred, than the fidelity of allies ; they even de- 
prived themfelves of the pittance of loathfome food, in order 

. to fupply the Spanijh foldiers. The diftance of four hundred 
leagues of a country, barren, rough, and unhofpi table, fepa* 
rated them from ^ito ; yet it was refolved to return thither, 
as the defign of the expedition was fruftrated by untoward 
and unforefeen accidents. Accordingly they kept on the 
north-fide of the river, began their march over the fummits 
of high mountains, and cut their way by dint of laboujr. 
through rocks and thick woods, which might have been to- 
lerable^ 
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J^rable, had the body been fuftained and ftrengthcncd with a 
fufficient quantity of wholefome nutriment. Thefick were 
carried on the (boulders of the healthy, in which charitable 
employment no one was more indefatigable than Gonzaloi 
until hunger at length prefled with fuch violence, that. the 
Spaniards were ready to devour not only their dead , but even 
the infirm and difeafed. AH their doathing confifted of 
leaves, juft fufficient to cover thofe parts which modefty re-, 
quired mould be concealed. Above four thoufand Indians 
and two hundred Spaniards periihed already, without encoun* 
tering an enemy ; and thofe who remained at length entered 
a more open and plentiful country, which they regarded ai 
the land of promife, and beheld as a miracle wrought by the 
finger of Providence to fave them from deftruftion. Here 
they found abundance of deer, and other wild beafts, of 
which they not only m^e food but raiment, doathing 
themfelves with the (kins of thofe animals. On their ar- 
rival on the frontiers of ^!io^ they kifTed the earth in a 
kind of exftacy, returning thanks to the Almighty, who had 
preferved them amidft fuch perils, and extricated them from 
fo many dangers and difficulties. Notice was given to the 
inhabitants of ^uito of their approach ahd needy fituation, 
upon which all the apparel that could be colleftcd in the 
city was fent to them j but this was far from anfwering the 
Jiece(rity of the fufFercrs. ^ita had ,been fo dcpopulatedi 
hnd impoverifhed by the civil wars j that not above fix ftiits 
of cloaths could be fpared by all the inhabitants of this 
great metropolis of a wealthy province, nor more tbao twekq 
horfes fent to the relief of the exhaufted and emaciated ad- 
venturers. There was fomething melancholy in the exceffivc 
joy expreded by Gonzalo^ and bis companions, at meeting 
with their countrymen, and the public entry they made into 
^itOy clad like favages, in the (kins of deer and wild beafts, 
their feet bare, and covered with wounds and fores, their 
i)vords naked v^ithout fcabbards, and eat up with ruft, and 
their countenances fallen, emaciated, and the moft cxpreffifc 
piflure of hunger and keen diftrefs. 
Vtfcontent Two years had now elapfcd fince Gfnzak entered upoa 
of the Al- this unfortunate expedition, during which cxtraordinaijr 
toaghaAs* changes and revolutions happened in Peru, The marquis 
Pizarro was chiefly intent on fupprelHng the party of Alnui' 
gro^ zs the only means of confirming his own authoritv, in 
the profecution of which defign he committed feveral vio- 
lences that ferved only to increafe the number of his ene- 
mies. La Vega is his profeflTed apologift on this occafion ; 
relating) contrary to the teftimony of all other hifiorians, 



the Bifiory of Atncrica. 381 

that he fuffcrcd young Almagro to enjoy his paternal fortune 
at Lima^ and relieve, by his bounty, all his diftrelTed friends, ' 
whofe eftates had been confifcatcd, as if they were guilty of 
treafon a^ainft his catholic majefty. Forgetting, a few lines 
after, that he adhiits this charge againft the marquis^, he af- 
firms, that Pixarro ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain the 
afFe£(ions of iht AlmagrianSi by conilderable largelTes and funis 
of money, procuring for them lucrative offices and honour- 
able employments, which they obftinately refufed, perfe- 
vering in their malice and animofity, keeping up the breach^ 
filling the mind of young Almagro with the moft rancorous 
enmity, and rejecting all affiftance and kiiidnefs from the 
marqii^is^ notwithftanding the urgent and extreme neceffity 
to which they were reduced. To this conduct 'he afcribe* 
the marquis's future feverity ; his friends advifing him to 
compel thofe perfons into duty and obedience, who were 
too obflinate to be won by prefents and careffes. In con- 
fequence, jllmagro's eftate, by which his adherents were fup- 
ported. Was now cdnfifcated. This inflamed his refentment^ 
and he immediately wrote to all his friends difperfed over 
Peru<i to repair to Lima^ and affift him in revenging the 
injuries he fuftained. The truth is, Altnagro*s eftate was . 
confifcatcd, as we have related, immediately upon his father's 
execution, and he was now detained a kind of prifoner in 
Z/W,. and fupported wholly at the expence of the marquis, 
while all thole who bore any afFc6lion to his family were 
not only deprived of their eftates, but excluded from all pub- 
lic employment, whereby they were reduced to extreme mi- 
fery and wretchednefs. A ftigma ^as affixed on all who 
had ferved ixndct Almagro^; they were diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of the Chilimen^ and an edidl yvas publilhed, pro- 
hibiting any man to relieve them, under the fevereft penal- 
ties. Not fatisfied with rendering their condition deplorable 
in Peruy efFedual means were taken to prevent their return 
to their native country, left their complaints might reach the 
ears of his Catholic majefty, and obtain compaffion atnd re- 
drefs. Neceffity drove them into cabals arid confpiraciesfy^^ >^^^ 
and being rendered quite defperate, they determined tb re- ^ ^^|. 
vcnge the murder of Almagro^ the cruel ufage of his fon, andm^, 
their own injuries, by fpilling the blood of Pizarro. The 
marquis, fcnftble he had juffly provoked them, now kept clofe 
in the city, never ftirred abroad without a ftrong guard j and 
hatched with fo ftriflian eye over his enemies, that they found ic 

^ Garcilasso, lib. Hi. cap. v. ^ « Gomai^a^, Carat£^ 

difficult 
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difficult to aflembk in fuch numbers as to give atiy prdfpifi 
of fuccefs to their defigns. The greateft circumfpiedton was 
neceflary $ they entered the city in the oioft formal mannefi 
in fmall paFties of two and three together, and were con- 
cealed in the houfes of fome perfoni who approved of the 
meditated revolution. Such was the neceffity to which die 
prescribed fadion was reduced, thzx Jlmagrif and fevenof 
his friends pofllefled but one cloak, with which they made 
their appearance by turns, the reft ftaying half-naked at 
home, while one of their number was employed abroad in 
viewing the ftate of afFairs, and forwarding their defigns. 
This circumftance even Garcilajfi acknowledges. 

When the Abnagrians in Lima amounted to near three hun« 
dred men, they began then to imagine their ftrength fufi-* 
cient to carry their projeSs into execution. Among tben 
were fcvcral experienced officers and veteran foldiers, who 
had frequently manifefted their courage on occafions oi thef 
moft iignal danger. To thefe young Almagro refigned bis 
own judgment, fufFering them to conduct the confpiracy in 
the manner they believed moft advifeable. The lirft fcheme 
was to fall upon the marquis, as he went upon Midfumnur 
day to hear mafs in the cathedral church of Lima 'y but this 
deiign being either difcovercd or fufpe£led,P/z<irr^, under pre* 
fence of fome indifpofition, confined himfelf, and aflfembled 
his friends to confult on propter meafures for recoiling the 
meditated blow on the heads of the confpirators. The difap^ 
pointed confpirators now laid afide their hoftile intentions, 
determining to wait the arrival of Vaca de Caiiroy who was 
Tent over by the catholic king, to adjuft all diferences among 
the Spaniards, and examine the truth of Jlvarado's allegations, 
at that time foliciting the court that juftice fliould ,be . done 
to young Jlmagro, and the murderers of his father called to 
a fevere account. This new refolution was again foon drop- 
ped, upon advice that the marquis having received intelli** 
gence of th'eir intentions, was now preparing meafures of 
rigorous revenge. Fearing they might all be facrificedto 
'his fury, they now refumed their defperate defigns, and'refted 
all their future fortune upon the fuccefs of one bold attempt 
againft his life. To the number of thirteen, they affembled 
at mid-day at the lodging of young jfimagro, and proceeded, 
^ with their fwords drawn, through the market-place, dire&lf 

to the marquis's palace, crying aloud^ ** Long live the king> 
*« but let the tyrant perilh." They met with no oppofition 
until they entered the palace, notwithftanding their i^ie- 
nacing cries had drawn together a crowd of people in the 
great fquaxe. A page gave the marquis tlie fiift notice of 

4bo 
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Ac danger; upon which he ordered the halUdoors to be (hut, 
and refolved to make a vigorous refiftance ; but his fervants 
terrified at the danger, deferted him,and made their efcape over 
the windows, leaving him with his brother-in-law Martin^ and 
two pages, who bravely refolved tofhare his fortune. Francis de The mar" 
Chaves had gone upon the ftair-cafe, imagining it was fome quis affa^ 
tumult among the fervants, was met, and killed by th^JinateM. 
confpirators, who then forced themfelves to the door of the i54^« 
marquis's apartment. Here he had pofted himfelf with his 
three faithful friends, determined to fell ^his life at a high 
price ; though the time would not admit of his cafmg him« 
felf in armour. He fought with the moft defperate fury, ' 
flew four of the confpirators, wounded feveral; but at laft 
being left alone, his brother and pages having fallen by the 
,band of the enemy, he was furrounded and killed, by a 
.wound in the throat, after he had given proof of the moft 
heroic courage, of vigour and ftrength almofb inci edible at 
his advanced age. Thus fell Don Francifco Pizarro^ m the 
capital city of that vaft conqueft, which he had made by 
courage, prudence, and unparalleled perfeverance, by the 
hands of thofe brave foldiers, the inftruments of his viflories, 
and now the chaflifers of his infolrnce, injuftice, and cruelty. 
The Spanijh writers drew a parallel between his charader, 
fortune, and tragical end, and thofe of his colleague and 
rival Almagro\ and it muft be confcflcd there was a ftriking 
refemblance, as the reader will perceive from what we have 
related of both. After fo minutely fpecifying fadb, it is al- 
moft unneceflarv to draw a formal pidlure of this conqueror, 
who was liberal, undaunted, generous, until profperity in- 
toxicated his mind, and .rendered him jealous, ambitious, 
and rapacious.* We may date his misfortunes with the death 
rf his colleague, from which time his character never (hone 
with luftre; and, indeed, it fufFered an eclipfe by the per- 
fidious murder of the inca Atahualapa^ although that a(^ion 
was rather permitted than promoted by Pizarro (A). 

(A) The marquis Pizarro had we except errors owin^ to pride^ 

completed his fixty- third year^ avarice, and ambition. He was 

tnd in defpite of the fatigues he diligent in building towns, 

Ud undergone in profecution planting colonies, and introdu- 

vf this arduous conqueft, was cing the fruits, theinduftry, and 

k«althy and robuft. No* man the manufaftures of Europe^ in- 

ever purfued a projed with more to P^r», as the only means of 

'nteafe application, or better un- reconciling the natives to the 

derftood how to improve the i^aii/^ government, b^ demoi^- 

>Avamages he gained, to his ticnung its utility. To him, the 

'^a and the pubhck benefit; if Spaniards owe their chief fet* 

tlements 
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As foon as the confpirators had efFcfied their purpofe i 
the palace^ they fallied forth imo the market-place, declarin 
the tyrant was dead, and were faluted and congratulate! 
by their friends and aflbciates, who had taken care thatdd 
aififtance (hould be carried to the marquis before their re 
turn. They alfo fecured all the arms and horfes in the cit) 
commanding the inhabitants not to ftir abroad without leav 
They plundered the marquis's palace, and the houfes of h 
brother-in-law Martin de Alcantara^ and fecretary Pizads^ I 
which they found immenfe treafufes in gold and filver. A 
to'the furniture of the palace, they left it untouched forti 
ufe of young Almagre^ whom they now proclaimed governs 
of all Peru, Lima, Cuzco, and moft of the principal citic 
and colonies, acknowledged his authority ; fome, howeverj 
refolved not to declare thcmfelvcs before the arrival of Va^ 
Almagro ^ Cajiro, The joy of fuccefs rendered every thing tumul 
frociaimed tous at iirft in Lima ; but the fpirits of the people foon fob 
go^ernmr fided into more regular meafures. Ahnagro was fwornb 
•f Peru, the corporation of this city to govern Peru agreeable to til 
laws, and conform himfelf to the king's pleafure. The \ik 
minifters were all removed, others more attached to the neH 
governor being appointed to their employments, as the r0i 
ward of their fervices. The rich and powerful of Pizarrfi 
fa£tion, were imprifoned, and their eftates and goods coiy 
fifcated, to make good the lofTes fuflained by the Almagriak 
during the late profcription. Juan de Rada, who was chiefi)^ 
inftrumental in the death of the marquis, was raifed to tba 
high dignity of a general of the forces, on account of titt 
fpirit and a£livity he had exerted as a confpirator. Othert 
were promoted to other offices and employments, according^ 
to the degree of their xeal for the new governor, and ani- 
nioiity to the oppofite party, without regard to any other 
qualifications ; whence it followed that thefe preferoienti 
could not poffibly afford univerfal fatisfadion. The info- 
lence of Rada, intoxicated with his fudden profperity, con« 
tributed to augment the publick difcontents: This officer 
liTued out all commiffions in the name of Almagro^ without 
confulting his friends, or feeming to regard them as of any 
confequence* Here were laid the feeds of frefh civil divi- 
fions and cabals, againfl the life of the imperious and arbi- 
trary minion. Francifco de Chaves^ kinfman to the gentle- 

dements in South America, Pi- the European manner, andtAa^ 

scArro having either laid the foun- bliflied a regular -police, ao' 

dadon of their moft fioarilhing fettled adminiftratioii. 
rities, or at Ivaft rebttilt .them in 

m% 
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man of that name, flain in the marquis's fervice, was at 
the bottom of the confpiracy, for which he fuffered death 
upon the rack. 

GARCIA de Alvarado^ another officer high in Almagro's 
efteem, was no Ipfs cruel and infolent than Ruda. Alvarado ^ 

. was employed by the governor to take pofleffion of tovvns 
and plantations in his name, to feize treafures, levy foldiers, 
and difarm the Pizarrijis^ and all who expreffed a diflikc to 
the new government; which commiffion he executed with 
great feverity. He went to Truxilhy and immediately dif- 
poflefled Diego de Thora of the office of judge of that place, 
notwithftanding he had been appointed by old Almagro^ and 
reinftaced by his fon, on his firft acceffion to the adminififa- 
tion. At the city of St, Miguel he put feveral gentlemen to 
death upon frivolous pretences, only becaufe he kn^w them 
averfe to the prefent meafures. Other officers empJoyed in 
different provinces proceeded with equal rigour ; but at Cuzco 
the commiffioners were forced to fome degree of moderation, 
knowing that the principal perfons in that city were deter- 
mined to acknowledge Vaca de Cajlroy if they were not gained 
over by lenity ; and they were not only too numerous of 
themfelves, but had too great fway with the Indians, to fuf- 
fcr'themfelves to be ufed harflily. Gomez de^Tortoya^ a lead- 
ing man in , that capital, and the particular friend of the 
marquis Pizarro, had even declared his refolution of reveng* 
ing his death ; notwithftanding which, the majority of Spa^ 
niards and Indians fubmitted to the authority of young AU 
magroj merely becaufe his intereft happened to prevail, Tir- 
toya difpatched meflengers fecretly to all his friends in the 
adjacent provinces who were attached to the Pizarro intereft^ 
acquainting them with the late tragical event, and requiring 
them to aflemble the Spaniards in their neighbourhood in 
arms, to oppofe the ufufpation of the affaflins, and revenge 
the death of their governor, and the king's reprefentative. 
NuHo deCafirffy GarcilaJ/a de la Vega^ and others, accordingly 
repaired to Cuzco y while Tortoya went in fearch of Alvarez 
Holguin^ who, with a hundred men, had juft fet out upon 
an expedition to Callao before the late revolution. His ap- 
plication to this officer was fuccefsful. At his defire HoU 
guin declared himfelf the enemy of the new adminiftratipn, 
and took upon. him, at the fequeft of Tortoya^ the dignity of 
captain-general of the league now forming agairtft Almagro. 
He crcfled his ftandard, fent manifeftos to Charcas and Are-^ 
qtuhasy augmented his forces to two hundred men, directed 
his march to Cuzco^ and fo terrified the Almigrian party with 
the news of his approach, that they quitted the city with 

Mod, Hist. Vol. XXXVIIL C c the 



2^6' ' ^ The mjiory of America. 

the utmoft precipitation; but were purfued and brought 
back prifoners by Nuno de Cajlro^ affifted by twenty harque- 
bufiers- On Holguin^% arrival at Cuzco^ the party augmented 
aftonilhingly ; the gentry flocked in from their plantations, 
and feme of them afpired at the chief command ; but were 
foon over-ruled by the fentiments of the majority, which 
declared iri favour of Holguiriy now confirmed in the poft of 
captain-general by the fuftragcs of the party. 

War was now openly declared againft the Mmagriam^ 
the citizens of Cuzco pbliging themfelves to repay to the 
king whatever furos of money' Ho/guin might expend from 
the royal treafury, in profecution of the hoftile meafures in- 
tended. The news thzt Alonfo de Alvarado had ereded his 
ftandard in the fame camp in the Chachapjuyas^ arrived about 
this time, and augmented the confidence of the PizarriJIs to 
fuch a degree, that they were very little difturbed with advice 
of Almagro\ advancing at the head of eight hundred men ' 
to give them battle, though it was refolved in a council of 
war to march by the way of the mountains to join Alvarado, 
With this defign they left Cuzco^ ufing every poffiblc pre- 
caution to avoid being furprifed by parties of the enemy. 
In the mean time Almagro receiving minute intelligence of 
all that was tranfading in Cu%co^ determined by the advice 
of his officers to intercept Holguin^ firil fecuring his intereft 
in L/W, and carrying ofF the children and friends of the 
late marquis, to prevent infurredions in his abfence* One | 
piece of barbarity exerted upon this occafion proved advan- | 
tageous to the caufe of his enemies. Almagro^ out of per- \ 
fonal pique, and in hopes of reciovering the fecreted trea- 
fures of Pizarroj ordered the fecretary Picado to be tortured, 
and then put to death, becaufe he refifted all the cruel mea- 
fures to extort a confeffion. 
Vaca de Such was the fituation of the Spaniards in Peru when 
Caftro or- Vaca de Cajlro arrived at ^uito^ with a commifEon from the 
rin)es in king to fucceed to the government of the kingdom, in cafe 
Peru. of the deceafe of Pixarro ; otherwife his commiffion extended 
no farther than examining into the differences between the 
marquis znd Almagro y and the circumftances of the death 
of the latter. From ^ito he ifl'ued commiifions to the dif- 
ferent Spanijh cities and fettlements, conftituting fuch raa- 
giflrates as he thought proper, and in every refpeS exercifing 
the prerogatives of governor ; in which quality he was im- ' 
mediately received by a variety of provinces. He alfo re- 
ceived letters from Holgutn and Alonfo de Alvarado^ who had 
now joined forces, afTuring him of their obedience to the 
king's pleafure, and requefting him to repair to take charge 

of 
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of the army at Truxilb, Among other exertions of powers 
he authorifed Barionovo and Aliaga to take upon them the 
government of Lima ; to whom the Indians immediately fub* 
mitted, Almagto beirtg at this time abfent oh his way to C»z- 
w. De Cajlro then fet out for Truxilloy and was j6ined on 
the road by crowds of Spaniards and Indians ^ who determined 
upon implicit obedience to the royal mandate ; and although 
they were no friends to the tyranny of Pizarro^ detefted the 
violent meafures of the Jlmagriani. His army was now 
very coniiderable, all the officers bound themfelves by a feal- 
td inftrument to obey his authority, and, as the firft proof of 
their fincerity, refigned their commidions into his hands, ei- 
ther to be renewed of revoked at the governor's pleafure; 
From hence he marched to Z./W, where he was received 
with the honours due to the viceroy of Peru, and joined 
by all the inhabitants able to carry arms?. 

Every thvng fucceeded in this manner to the wifh of 
Faca de Cajlro ; while Almagro, difappointed in his defigns on 
flolg&tn^ diredled his march to Cuzcoy took pofleffion of that 
capita), and new-modelled the magidracy, replacing all thofei 
who had abfented themfelves on the declaration of the op- 
pofite party. His next care was to provide a train of ar- 
tillery, in which he found no difficulty, copper being plen- 
tiful ztCuzcOf and hts troops furnifhed with perfons fkilled in 
cafting cannon. He was bufied in the moft vigorous pre- 
tlarations, when the death of his general Rada^ and certaia 
appointments that took place in confequence, gave breath 
to the expiring embefs of fadion, and again lighted up the 
flataes of diflentibn, to the great prejudice of his affairs, 
Chrijiopher de Soteloy and Garcia de Alvaradoj became now his 
chief counfellors, and had the whole direftion of the army 
jointly, which each afpired to feparately. Rivals in ambi* 
tion and the faVoUr of Altnagro^ their refentnient was foon 
inflamed to the moft rancorous animofity, which terminated 
in the death of 5'oulo^ flain in the market-place. The friends 
of the deceafed refolved to revenge the injury \ and every 
thing confpired to prodace a civil war, when Almagro in- 
tcrpofed his influence and authority, and effcded a tempo- 
rary reconciliation, diflembling hrs fentiments of the conduct 
^^ Aharado to a more feafonable opportunity. However it 
Was not poffible to remain long in thjs moderate and po- 
litic difpofitionj the violence oi Aharado^B temper obliged 
him to come to extremities. That officer apprehending 
■dlmagrti'^ vengeance, thought he could not render himfelf 
fecure without fheddihg the blood of his general and bene- 
fadlor J for which purpofe he contrived to invite him to an 
* C c 2 enter- 



388 . ^be Hiftory of America. 

entertainment, where he propofed executiDg bis horrible pro- 
je£l: ; but AimagrOf who had fome advice of the confpiracj, 
excufed htmfelf by pretending mdifpQfition> and thus fecured 
himfelf, and concealed the difcovery, in order to draw Jha- 
rado into his own fnare. He confined himfelf in his bed, 
concealed fome friends in the adjacent apartments, and feign- 
ed real illnefs with fo much addrefs, xhdX Jharado made him 
a vifit, was feized, and immediately put to death. 

Having by this fpirited and feafonablepunilhrnent quieted 
the tumult, he drew out his forces, amounting to (even hun- 
dred Spaniards and feveral thoufand Indians^ and began his 
march, wich intention either to give battle to the governor, 
or procure advantageous terms by treaty for himfelf and his 
Almagro friends. As his tro(^s were almoft all veterans, who had 
marches a- ftrved under his father, and his train of artillery greatly 
gainfthim. fupcrior to that of the enemy, he made himfelf pretty coa- 
iident of vi£tory, (hould it prove neceflary to come to 9 
■ hoftile decifion ; but his intention was not to refufe the op- 
portunity of compromifing matters amicably. ^ Whea he ad- 
vanced within a few leagoes of De CaJiro\ army, he dif- 
patched meifengers with pacific propofals. They were or- 
dered to reprefent to the governor, that Abmgro*% father had 
performed eminent fer vices for the court oiSpain^ that he bad 
always proved himfelf loyal and faithful to his fovereign, 
that he had been barbaroufly murdered by the marquis P;- 
zarroy that the revenge taken was juil:, and that his fon nov 
only demanded to be reftored to the ^vernment of Chsus 
and New Toledo^ agreeable to the grant of the crown to his 
father. . They alfo reprefented, that young Almagro. re- 
folved to obey his majefty's command implicitly ; though 
he hoped the governor would not (hew his partiality for 
the Pizarros^ by approving of dbeir notorious tyranny and 
oppreffion. Letters to a fimilar pqrpofe were font .by the 
fuperior officers of the army, who complained that their f^f' 
vices were rejeded, as if they oppofed the royal maodatey 
notwithftanding the king had not more faithful fubjefis in 
Peru, La Vega omits this circumft^nce, authenticated by 
the- teflimony of all other Spanijh writers, and evideody 
Ihews himfelf prejudiced in favour of De Coftro. Nor does 
. he take any notice of the governor's endeavours to feduce 
Almagro's ofHcers to betray him at the very time they were 
negotiating a treaty ; on the contrary, be afiirms, that De 
CajUfjuJknx, the firft meflengers to Almagroy ^Ah the lAofi 
equitable overtures, and a promife of general pardon for 
hinifelf and his aiTociates, if he would now lay down h\% 
arms 5 which the other refufed^ until he flioHild be confxnned 

in 
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in the government of Cuzco^ and all the y^x\{S\^^oTi Inclu- 
ded in the grant to his father*. Herrera aflerts, that Cajhro ^ 
fent zSpaniardy difguifed like an Indian^ to examine the pof- 
ture o{Almagro\ camp, with intention to furprife him while 
hh ibind was occupied with the refult of the negotiation ; 
and that the fpy was difcovered and hanged. The fame 
writer alfo aiT^ts, that he found means to corrupt Pedro de 

~ Ca^'tf, who had charge of yf/m^?|^r^'s artillery. Sufpeflingthe 

, governor's infincerity,^/wtf^r^refolyed to come to adtion, and 
accordingly drew up his forces in the vale of Chapasy routing 
their valour by an animating fpeech, in which he re'minHs 
them of the virtues of his father, the cruel murder of that 
brave officer, and all thfc injuries they had fuftained froti 
the tyranny, infoience, and opprefflon of the Pizarros. Both 
armies were compofed of veterans ; that of De Cajlro^ was 
fuperior in number, but AlmagrH better fupplied with muf. 
qoetry and artillery. De Caftro hafrangued his army like- 
wffe, and thereby quieted fome unfeafonable difcontents ex- 

; prefied by the foldiers ; which circumftance we have from 
ha Vega ^ though he forgets to acquaint the reader with the 
occafion of thofe murmurs. Almagt(f% camip was well for- 
tified, the cannoti being every way pointed in fuch a man-^ 
ner as to render him inacceffib)e, had be been ferved with 
fidelity. It was likewtfe fituated upon a hill, which deter- 
mined him to wait the attack of the enemy, who appeared. 
eager to engage : as they advanced up the accent, he ordered 
his artillery to pour grape-fliot upon their ranks ; but aftonilh- 

. ed to obferve that feveral difcharges produced no eiFcft, he 
fufpeSed the treachery of Candia^ taxed him with infidelity, 
aitd receiving no fatisfadory anfwer, flew him with his own 
hand. He then pointed a piece of cannon fo judicioiifly, Heis d^- 
that he cut off a whole troop oi De CaJiro*s foldiers at zfeated and 
fingle difcharge; but they were now approached too dokput to 
to fuffer him to play his artillery. Both fides had recourfe deaths 
to the mttfquetry, crofs-bows, lances, and fwords: they 
fought with great bitternefs for feveral hours ; when at length 
Abnagro^ finding himfelf deferted by fome of his troops, and 

V overpowered by numbers, retired with the inca Manco Capacy 
^nd fome general officers, out of the field, intending to feek 
a retreat in the mountains, until a more favourable oppor- 
tunity offered for trying his fortune in the field, and recover- 
ing his government (A). Urihappily he thought of flopping 

* La VfiGA, libiii. cap. xv. Hj&aaERA, dec. iv. lib. viii. 
ci^. ii. Carate, cap. xvii. GoMAR.cap. cl. 

(A) The Spanijh writers re- aad the occarences of this civil 
late the ttanfadlioas in Peru^ war, with fo much partiality ta 
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at €u%CQ to recurchis trcafurcs, where' he no fooncr arrived 
than thofe treacherous friends, whom he had replaced in the 
magiflracy, hearing of his defeat, refolved to purchafe the go* 
vernor's favour by the moft atrocious perfidy. They fcizcd 
. their benefador, fent him to De Caftro^ and met with the 
contempt wh|ch their villainy merited. In this a£lion more 
thaahalf the troops on both fides were killed or wounded; 
the vigors (bedding the blood of thofe who had thrown 
down their arms, and iinplorod mercy. Both fides fought 
with the utmoft obfiinacy and intrepidity ; and Almagro^ who 
was then but twenty year? of a'ge, diiiinguifhed himfelf in fiich 
a manner as gained the admication of his adverfary, altho' be 
pntirely forgot his extraordinary merit as foon as he had it in 
](iis power to fatiate his revenge. Upon advice that he was 
feized, he pofted to Cuzca^ and without fcarce any formality 
of trial, ordered young ^//«<?^r^ to be executed. agreeable to 
the fentence he had pronounced before the battle. Thcfe 
were the direful efFefts of the civil divifigns of the Spaniards^ 
i^either youth, age, infirmity, nor valour, could excite com- 
paffion in the breafts of the unfeeling vigors. All gratified 
the diftate?. of bloody reientment, as often as fortune fur' 
nifhed the opportunity, thereby expofing themfelves to a fi- 
milar fate, and cheriftiing the feeds of fadion, which aprur 
dent adminift ration would try every expedient to fupprefs. 
The party of Jlmagr^ was entirely extirpated, thofe whocf- 
caped in the field, being hanged up qr tortured to death by 
order* of the governor. 

DE CASTRO having fully cftabliflied himfelf in the go- 
vernment by a£ts of cruelty, which difgrace his memory, 
however neceflary they might appear to the tranquillity of 
Peru^ applied his attention with the moft intenfe diligence to 
the civil adminiftration of his government. He began with 
public inftitutiohs, which equally regarded the welfare of 
Spaniards and natives. All perceived the utility of his refor- 
mations, and the Indians paid the fame refpe<ft to his 
edifts, as if they had proceeded from the lips of their adored 
incas. Divifions of land ^yere made, and colonies of. Indians 
and Spaniards tranfplanted from barren fpots to countries' 
more fruitful, but unpjeopled. That his laws might be a- 
greeable to the genius of the nation, C^ra informed him- 

one or other of the parties, that pro^bable, and the beA atteiled; 

it is next to impoflible to afcer- particularly with refpefl to the 

tain truth. We have therefore difpute between the Pizarrijfi 

felefted fuch circumftances from and Almagrians, 



each as appeared to us the moil: 



felf 
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felf from the Caracas and taziques, concerning the inflitu- 
tions of the incas, their method of adminiftring juftice, and 
other particulars ; to which he conformed himfeif as nearly 
as the defigti be formed of eftablifhing a more regular polity^ 
and the do^rines of Chriftianity, would admit. He ereAed 
fchoois in feveral towns, ordering the children of the princi- 
pal Indians to be educated in the principles of the Chriftian 
religion, and of rational morality. He reftrained the Spa-- 
niards by laws, from ufing the natives with their accuftomed 
barbarity ; he reftored their lands to many of the caziques, . 
and gave thehi a kind of civil limited juriidi£tion. He im-« 
pofed reftraints on the licentioufnefs of the foldiers, and 
difpofed their minds, by proper encouragement, to marriage, 
induftry, and labour. Thofe who appeared diflatisfied with 
their lot, turbulent* in their humour, or unfit. to promote 
the ends of civil government, he fent into diftant uncon- 
quered provinces, in imitation of the policy of the marquis 
Pkarro. He inquired into the condufl: of the king's officers, 
who amafled vaft fortunes by rapine and oppreffion, whence 
be raifed himfeif a great number of enemies among the 
Spaniards^ while he. engaged the affe6lions and confidence of 
the Indians, In a word, he formed tombos, or places of re* 
fre{hment» on all the roads for the benefit of travellers,- and 
the conveniency of commerce, and purfued every other mea- 
fure which could render Peru great and flburiihing in itfelf, 
and advantageous to the mother country (B.) 

, ' C c 4 About 

(B) While Caftroy in quality of difpofition of the Indians, This 

governor, was pafling fuch edi^s, fcheme contained forty la ws> the 

andefiablifhingfuch ordinances, principal of which we ihall re- 

as he thought eflential to the late, as they occafioned univer- 

Welfare of the people under his f^l djfcontent in Peru and Mexi- 

care, the friar BariMomeiv dt co. It was ordained, that all 

la Ca/as was laying before the eftates ihould be held of the 

courtof5//i/Vf, a fcheme of civil king, and revert lo him after 

and ecdefialtical polity for the the deceafe of the pofleflbrs, 

W/a9 colonies, which had been without rcfpedl to the right of 

rejedled as early as the year inheritance. That no Indian 

^539) by the cardinal of ^^'v/V/f, fhould pay taxes who gave 411 

then prefident of the fiipreme equivalent in perfonal labour, 

council of the Indies. The em- nor obliged to work in the mines 

pcror now propofed this fcheme or filh for pearls. That norfe 

to his council ; and it was em. of the king's ofGcers fhould be 

hraced,notwithftandingthecar- allowed to keep Indian flaves, 

dinal, and feveral other mem- That all perfons concerned in 

hers, protelled againft it, as no the late dlfpates between Jiwa- 

way congenial to the temper and gro and Pizarro, fhould lofe all 

juriidiaion 
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About thetim« when De CaJIro arrived in PerUy Gonzah 
Pizarro returned from the dangerous expedition we have re- 
lated, to ^4ito. He thought himfelf injured by Cqftro*% 
' taking upon him a government which' he claimed for him- 
felf, as the brother, and legitimate fucceflbr of the marquis. 
The misfortunes he underwent in the conqueft of Canelay 
inftead of extinguifliing the fparlcs of ambition iti Ifis mind, 
rather inflamed him, to fei^e the opportunity of repairing 
all his loiTes, at the hazard of overturning the government, 



jarifdidion over the Indians^ by 
which the Spaniards in general, 
except a few new comers, were 
divefted of power and property, 
all having taken part on one 
£de or the other. . That a grant 
ihonld be made in favour of the 
immediate conquerors, whereby 
they might enjoy their pofTeffions 
for the fpace of two lives, then 
to revert to. the king in. the fame 
inanner as other eflates, after 
making competent provifion for 
the children and widow. That 
all perfons arrived at a certain 
age, whether Spaniards or /«- 
dians^ Ihould marry. That, to 
encourage matrimony, the wife 
fhould have power to enter into 
pbiTeflion of the eftate, at the 
deceafe of her hufband, in cafe 
no children furvived, and to en- 
joy it with another hufband dur- 
ing her natural life(i). 

La Vega makes fcveral judi- 
cious remarks upon thefe ordi- 
nances, which he very juftly ob- 
ferves could not anfwer the end^ 
propofed. With refped to that 
law vvhich exempted the Indians 
from taxes, he fays it was found - 
edupon the prefumption of their 
inability, owing to their not be- 
ing paid for their labour by the 
Spaniards, Ifthis was really the 
cafe, he thinkf the grievance 
might be more efFe^ually ie- 



drefled, by ordaining that fevere 
punifliments Ihould be inflided 
on all Spaniards who refufed pay? 
ment to the Indium^ after they 
had performed their engi^- 
ments, and finifhed their laboor. 
The law ordering that iht In- 
dians (hould not be compelled to 
labour in the mines, or £ih for 
pearls» was really calculated, he 
alledges, to indulge their natu- 
ral indolence, and deprive the 
crown of the immenfe revenues 
ariiing from the nilnes ofPofc- 
J!j Huanca, and other placet. It 
\Sy indeed, manifeft, that all the 
other laws which we have quot- 
ed, had evidently the intereft of 
the crown, rather than of the 
fubjedt, in view ; and as to tbis^ 
its apparent tendency was to k- 
Cure the natural liberty of tbe 
Indians, and reftrain the tyraony 
of the Spaniards, althoueh the 
effect was no other than cheriih- 
ing a habit of indolence and . 
lazinefs, more pdwerfnl among 
thb people than any other. Up- 
on the whple, we cannot think 
fe hardly of diis fchenie of civil 
policy as our author wookl feem 
to insinuate; as it evidently had 
a. humane tendency, notwith- 
ftandhsg it was attended with in- 
conveniences, from which iHt 
human inftitnticftis are exempt- 
ed. 



{t)La yitga, lib^ ii'h cap* »P^ 



and 
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and throwing into cxinfufion a kingdom, in which order was 
at length eftablilhed, after a long feries of bloody wars, re- 
bellions, and confpiracies. The difcontehts of the officers 
and magiftrateS) 6ver whom the governor kept a ftrid eye, 
fornifhed Gonzah with the means of carrying on his defigns. 
He improved their mtirmurs to his own views, and had Gonzalo 
a£hially formed a very conitderable party, when the fagacity Pizarro'/ 
and vigilance of Z>^Cfl/?r^ penetrating into his remoteft k^^^nTpi^acy 
crets, fruftratcd all the effeas of his machinations, with-^^*'^'^'^'^ 
out bloodflied, or any violent exertion of authority. He 
no (boner perceived what was in agitation, and had undeni- 
able evidence of the plot which Was formed to aflaffinate 
him, and feize upon the governnieiit, than he fent private- 
ly for Gonzabj and without betraying any fymptoms of in- 
dignation, or even of the difcovery he had made, ordered 
him to repair immediately to his eftate in the province of Las 
Charcaij and to remain there until his farther pleafure was 
known : a punifliment fo mild, that we may infer, the go- 
vernor's perfecution of the Almagrians arofe from private 
inque, from neceflity, and from a wrong fyftem of policy, 
wliich he had then adopted, and not from the cruelty of his 
own difpofition. Pizarro^ who was in no condition to dif- 
pute the governor's commands, obeyed, with feeming chear- 
folnefs, in order to remove the fufpicions De Cqftro proba- 
bly entertained; and as he underftood, that rich filvet 
mines had lately been difcovered in that quarter, he employ- 
ed himfelf in working and improving them, until a more 
favourable occafion (hould offer for purfuing the difiatcs of 
his ambition. ' 

When De Cafiro had broke this impending ftorni^ he a-^ 
gain turned his mind towards the civil policy of the countrjr 
in his charge, and laboured chiefly to eafe the natives from' 
the galling yoke of oppreffion impofed on them by the 
Spaniards j but fiill his endeavours proved fo ineffeftual, 
that daily complaints were tranfmitted to the court of Spain 
of the feverity with which the Indians were treated, of their 
being deftroyed in the mines, of the death of thoufands by. 
their removal from their native air and climate, and of the 
mifery and wretched nefs of incredible mimbars of women 
and children, whofe hufbands periihed under the rigorous 
ufage of the Spaniards, too great for human nature to fup- 
port. This is confefTed by Spanijh writers in general, and 
therefore the truth of it cannot be quefiioned 5 efpecially as 
the la^s, juft quoted in the margin, had their origin in thofe 
complaints, and were calculated to redrefs the evils, which 
\i^ time inuft neceflarily tend to the ruin of the country, and, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps, the extirpation of the conquerors. To thcfe we 
have fpecificd, the following were added, in order to pre- 
vent all equivocation, and convince the Spaniards^ that, by 
exempting the Indians from compulfive labour, his catholic 
majefty included every fpecies of bodily labour, as well as 
^»gg»ng »n the mines. Accordingly it was enjoined, under 
fevere penalties, that iht Indians (hould not be compelled. 
to carry burthens, or employed againft their will in buildings, 
or removed from o;ie province into another, even though they 
were born flaves. Particular privileges were beftowed on the 
Indian freemen. To prevent fubjeding the Indians to unjuft 
iervitude, it was enafled, that all mafters (hould be obliged 
to have their fervants examined before a magiftrate, in order 
to afcertain, i^l^^^her they had been tied to the glebe, now 
become the property of the mafter. It was alfo ordained, 
that the Indians might be proprietors of gold and filver mines, 
as well as the Spaniards ; and fhould have liberty to carry 
the produce to market, and difpofe of it to the beft advantage. 
Every Spanijh proprietor of lands was obliged, under certain 
penalties, to fee that the //7^//V7«j, in hisjurifdiflion, were 
inftru^ed in the cliriftian religion : and it was farther enaded, 
that the vifitors, appointed to redrefs the grievances of the 
natives, (hould perform their duty in perfon, repairing to the 
feveral towns appointed for their courts, without iritrufting 
the bufinefs to deputies, except in cafes of ficknefs, ' and ex- 
treme nCceflity. - 
Vela M £)£ CASTRO had certainly acquitted himfelf like an able 
J^^^^ \^ and honeft minifter,' ever fince the fuppreffion of the ^/Zmtf- 
quaiyoj gyiQYi {?^dC\on \ neverthelefs, his condufl was mifreprefentcd 
Peru * '^ *^^ emperor, by thofe perfons who fufFered by his ftri6l 
J ' integrity : it was therefore refolved at the court of Spain^ to 
appoint another governor, who fhould pundlualiy enforce the 
new fyftem of laws, to which he could have no reluctance, 
becaufe they had noretrofpeS to hiscohduS, and could im- 
ply no reftridion on his adminiftration. Accordingly the 
emperor Charles V, nominated Blajfo Nunez Vela^ furveyor kA 
the ports of Cafiile^ to the dignity of prefident and viceroy 
^ of the kingdoms and provinces of Peru, He had conceived 
y the higheft opinion of this gentleman's capacity, from the 
'"' zeal and courage with which he had ferved him in divers in- 
ferior em ploy nrrents. In the month of November the viceroy 
embarked at iS/. Z«f<2r, accompanied by don > Francifco Ttllo 
de Sandoval^ with a fleet of fifty- two fail. Sandoval^ with 
a part of the fleet, fteered.dire£Uy to Mexico^ while the vice- 
roy held on his courfe to Peruy arriving at N&mbre de Dios 
on the lOth of Janoary fdlbwing, whence he travelled to 
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fanamoy yfhtxt he releafed great numbers of Indians^ Sind Hi en- 
•rcKeved thejn from the bondage impofed by the Spaniards^forces the 
obliging their maft^rs to fend them back to Peru at their »^w ^-^Wt 
expence. Several remonftrances were made to him upon 
the injury which religion and the Spaniards muft necefTarily 
XtcmvQ from this conduct. It was reprefented, that the lands 
would lie uncultivated, the mines unimproved, and that the 
Indians inftrufled in the principles of chriftianity, would re- 
lapfe into their former errors, as foon as reflraint was re- 
moved, and they returned to therr Caracas : h\xi Vela'^ con- 
fiant anfwer was, that the Spaniards had no right to encroach 
on their natural liberty; and the truth of chriftianity was 
not to be enforced by violence. After remaining twenty 
days in Panama^ obliging thofe who had made great eftates 
by the falc of Peruvian flaves to refund, and making feveral . 
other alterations, he fet out fot his government, loaded with 
theexecrations of the Spaniards^ and the bleffings of the /«- 
dians. He fet an example of the conduct which he required 
to bp obferved, ordering that his baggage might be carried by 
mules ; and if any Indians were employed, that they fhould 
be men who voluntarily offered their fervice for hire, which 
he faw pundiually paid. Carate^ who was then governor of 
Panama^ exhorted him, at his departure, to ufe lefs irnpe-* 
tuofity in eftabliftiing a fyftem of laws fo odious to the Spa- 
niards^ alledging, that reformations were to be. wrought 
gradually and gently, in fuch a manner, as to Aide imper- 
ceptibly into pradice : but Vela^ difregarding this whole- 
fome admonition, proceeded, on his arrival in Peru^ to en*- 
force them with the utmoft rigour. Immediately the Spani^ 
(frds took fire, and a.fpiric of mutiny appeared among all de- 
grees of men. The report of the governor's proceeding dif- 
fufed through every quarter with great rapidity. He had 
promulgated the laws, and required their punftual.execu- 
U6n on his journey from TumbrZy through Pinna and Trux^ , 
iUo \ and was confequently received not only with coldnefs, 
but averfion, in all the cities. The manner in which he 
notified his arrival and commiifion, and fuperfeded De Caflroj 
likewife gave offence. The viceroy was taxed with info- 
lence \ and thofe who before exclaimed againft De Cajiro^ 
united againft Vela^ and offered their fervices to the late go-* 
yernor, in vindication of his honour ; endeavouring, by all 
poffible means, to effedt a rupture between thofe two great ' 
perfonages, and throw into confufion the government which 
they. determined not to obey. All was kindled into a flame, 
the humours of the people wereraifed to the higheft degree 
Of fermentation, by the artful. pra<9ic^s of thofe perfons who 
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were moft xhterefted in oppofing the new mode of Icg^ation, 
and the viceroy's imprudent zeal. Vela bad impofed taxes 
on all the S^ff/Wir, as he advanced in the country, pro- 
portioned to their property ; and they refufed to pay them^ 
on pretence that they held iheih upon a dtfTerent tenure from 
the governor De Caftroy who enjoyed the fame power with 
him, at the time he made the grants. 

To apply a remedy to thofe evils,. Dt Cq/iro fee out from< 
CttTxoy attended by a numerous' train of the citisens, and 
principal inhabitants, to meet the viceroy ; and was pre- 
fented, on his journey, ^ith a letter from Vehy acquaintiog 
him, that from that inftant his authority eesijfed s and all 
ikBts made by him, fince the arrival of the new governor, were 
annulled. Caflro obeyed, and refifted ail the temputions 
thrown in his way by the enemies of Vela^ to difturb his go- 
vernment, and become the head of a fk£tibn. Immediately 
be difmified the greater part of his attendants, and requefied, 
that fuch as remained might go unarmed, in order to avoid 
every appearance of defigning hoiHlities, notwithftandiDg 
he was admoniflied to the contrary. His arrival at Lima wal 
celebrated with great demonftrations of joy, which ail At 
endeavours of Cajiro could not fiipprefs : however, tb pre- 
vent their giving offence, he dJfpatchcd his fecretary to the 
viceroy, to congratulate him on his f^fe arrival, and aifiiiiri 
him of his perfed obedience to the will of his ibvereign. 
His melTage was well received, he was invited to meet die 
yiceroy at Kimac ; he accepted the invitation, was carefled 
DeCailro for fome time, and then imprifoned, on occafion of a tu- 
imfri/oned^ mult, which Vela afcribed to his intrigues. This aiigmehted 
the publick difcontents. The inhabitants of Kimac^ irho 
had before refented the viceroy's refufal to confirm theqs in 
all the rights and privileges they enjoyed, became now out- 
rageous. It was here, and not at Lima^ as fome writen 
alledge, that a piece of writing was found under a difh, up- 
on the viceroy's table, to the Wlowing purpofe : ** He who 
** deprives me of my property, I will deprive of life/' Nor 
did Veta^^ behaviour to the incendiary at all quiet the clamours 
of the people. He pardoned the criminal, and t}iey afcribed 
his lenity to his fears, which rendered them more daring 
and infolent. On the viceroy's coming to Lma^ the pri- 
foner was removed thither, and committed to the commoa 
jail. Upon which the inhabitants went in a body to VAi^ 
and petitioned, with great boldnefs, againft fuch an \nk\t 
upon a perfon of Caftro* a rank ; dcfiring that heTnigbt I* 
removed to the town-houfe, and they Wojjld bail his appear- 
ance at the rifqueof a hundred thoufand pieces of eight: a 

jrcqucft 



^be Hiftory of America, gpy 

requeft with which the governor complied, from the appre- 
henfion of a general infurre£^ion. Still, however, Vela per- 
fifted in his vigorous meafures, and the people continued to 
plot and cabal. The judges and magiftrates interfered. They 
advifed Vela to a more moderate condud ; but he was inflex- 
ible, and treated their admonitions with fo much contempt, 
that they began to enter into the fentiments of the malcon- 
tents. In a (faort time the refentment of both parties broke 
out in open violence, the judges fetting at liberty ont ^jlnta^ 
mo Sobr^ whom the viceroy had imprifoned and condemned 
to death, after he had before granted him a pardon for the 
fame crime. 

These difturbances were not confined to Z/W, where Gonzalo 
the viceroy refided; they extended themfelves over all thePizarro 
towns in Peru^ inhabited by Spaniards This was a fit op- tahtsarm. 
portunity for Gon%alo Pizarro to refume his ambitious pro- 
jects ; accordingly he pradifed fecretly with the malcontents 
with fo much addrefs, that he foon was invited to protect 
his countrymen againft the tyranny of the viceroy. To give 
iandion to his meafures, and the appearance of moderation 
to his defigns, he artfully exhorted the malcontents to 
reiledonthe confequences of oppofing regal authority ; and 
pretending to be convinced by their arguments, accepted of 
the dignity of procurator and agent-general of P^r«< ; a title 
that intimated his being a mediator between the viceroy and 
people. His intentions, however, were quite different. 
Gonzalo^ s'gre'dt fcheme was to procure the government into 
his own hands, without regard to the means. With this 
view he amafied all the trcafurc he could find in Potojt^ aflem- 
Wed his friends, and fet out for Cuzcoy where he eredted his 
ftandard, was joined by two or three hundred Spantjh volun- 
teers, and regarded as the head of the party forming againft % 
the viceroy. Under pretence of petitioning Vela y in behalf 
of the colonies, to fufpend the execution of the new laws, he 
dire£ted his march towards Lima, after conftituting Fran-' 
djio de Caraval his major-general, and being proclaimed by 
the magiftrates of Cuzco chief juftice, and fupreme in civil 
affairs. 

GONTiALO was aware that he was now in a dire<S ftate ■ 
of rebellion againft his fovereign, by oppofing his ordinances, 
and taking up arms againft his reprefentative. He refolved, 
therefore, to givefome colour to his proceeding, by allcdg- 
ing, he took arms againft the inca, who, he pretended, 
was aflembling an army to befiege Cuzco. This pretext, 
however falfe, was fpecious at this junflure, as Manco Capac^ 
the inveterate enemy of the Pizarros, fcnt to acquaint the 
2 vict- 
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viceroy, that he was ready to take the field againft Gonzahi 
and to ferve the court of Spain with the laft drop of his blood* 
^be incurs The ihca \yas aftually affembling forces, when an Occident 
death. put an end to his life, and the wretched fubje<£^ion in which 
he was held by the Spaniards, A quarrel arofe between him 
and a refugee Spaniard^ who had fought his prote£lion in the 
mountains, as they were playing at bowls. In the heat of 
paflion, the Spaniard forgot his obligations to the inca, and 
'the refpecl due to his chara£ler. He feized the bowl, and 
flung it with fuch violence, as fradured the ikull of this un- 
fortunate prince, and laid him dead on the fpot ^ 5 by which 
accident, all the vicerpy's fanguine expeftations, from fa 
powerful an ally^ were difappointed, and Gonzalo*s hopes 
elated. To this unlucky circumftance was fuperadded, ch« 
unfeafonablq progrcfs of the mutual animofity fubfifling be- 
tween Feia and the judges ; who, in a manner, openly 
efpoufed the intereft of Pizarro ; or at leaft obflrucbed, by 
every method in their power, all his meafures^ whether of- 
fenfive or defenfive. 

Such was the ftate of the viceroy's affairs, while Gonzahi 
with an army of five hundred well armed Spaniards, twenty 
thoufand Indians^ and a train of artillery, fct out for Lima j 
having firfl flopped all intercourfe between Cuzco znd the 
principal cities, feized upon the king's treafures, a train of 
artillery (ent from Huarhancay and alfo the eftates and eiFeSs 
of perfons deceafed, appropriated by the magiftrates to the 
crown. The inca's death was the occafion of thofe open 
declarations j for he could now pretend danger from the In- 
dians no longer, and was compelled, in fome degree, to 
avow the motives of his condu£l. It was fome time before 
the viceroy had intelligence of thefe proceedings,. When 
advices arrived that Gonzalo was at the head of a formidable 
army, he was thrown into great perplexity, on account of the 
bad terms upon which he flood with the inhabitants of Lima* 
However, he refolved not to be wanting in his duty, and ac- 
cordingly fet on foot the mod vigorous preparations for fupprcf- 
fing this bold and unexpected rebellion. He beat upforrecruits^ 
Teized upon a large ifum of money belonging toDe Cajlro^ and 
(hipped it for Spain^ nominated officers in whom he believed 
he could repofe confidence, and afTembled an army, compofcd 
of fix hundred Spaniards^ and feveral thoufand Indians, Or- 
ders were given to make fire-arms of iron and bell- metal ; to 
which purpofe he appropriated all the bells in the churches^ 
To try the affedtions of the peopk, he direfled that feveral 
falfe alarms fhould be raifed ; and to preveftt any dangei 
*» La Vega, lib.iv, cap. til. « 
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from Caftro^ yif\iK>k fidelity he fufpeiled, notwithftanding he 
had lately confented to his being let at liberty, he feized and 
confined him on board a (hip that lay in the harbour. 

Mean time Pjzarro was not idle ; while he was march- 
ing ilia hoftile manner «to Lima, he was taking meafures to ... 
juftify his condu<St to the court of Spain ; for which purpofe 
he commiflioned Tedeja, the judge moft devoted to his in- 
tereft, to pafs immediately to Europe, and reprefent to the 
emperor, the neceffity he was under of feizing upon the go- 
vernment, to prevent the general deCertion of the natives and 
Spaniards, in confequence of the viceroy's mal-adminiftra- 
ticn. He proceeded alfo to feize upon all the fhipping on 
.the coaft, whereby he commanded the navigation of the 
South' fia ; to appoint new governors and magiftrates in the 
towns ; to punifli with death all the friends of the govern- 
ment, and to exert every other prerogative of ab'folute domi- 
nion, obliging the civil to bend to the military power. That 
he might be able to maintain iiis army, he exafted from the 
Spaniards a third of all the rents or tributes they received 
from the natives j feized every thing belonging to the crown, 
and, by his condu£i, evidently demonftrated his intention 
of throwing off his dependence on Spain, ^nd rendering him- 
felf the abfolute fovereign of Peru j a fcheme .by no means 
difHcult in the execution at that junfture, had Gonzalo aSed 
with moreptudence and difcretion, had his punifhments been ' 
lefs rigorous, and his behaviour more affable and popular. 
Had he made the proper ufe of the univerfal diflike to the 
new regulations, and convinced the people, that he fought 
their good more than the gratification of his own ambition, 
he might, undoubtedly, have become the greateft Spaniard 
in America. We may refl fatisfied of this truth, from the 
deteftation in which thefe ordinances were held. Pedro de 
Puelles, who had been deputy-governor for Vaca de Cajlro, 
in the town of Guenno, was a perfon of confidcrable influence, 
and of confequence well received by the viceroy, when he 
came to Lima to pay his compliments. His commiflion was 
now renewed, and he was dcfired to have all his friends in 
readinefs to take the field, completely armed, at ah hour's 
warning. Pedro exerted himfelf, upon this occafion, with 
diligence, and aflembled a confidcrable body of forces, with 
which he was marching, in obedience to frefli orders, againft % 
Pizarro; but they had not advanced far, when fomedifcourfe 
arifing about the confequences of the viceroy's being fuccefs-.. 
ful, it was unanimoufly agreed, that, if he proved viftorious^ 
he would endeavour, with all his power, to eftablifli the 
new fcheme of legiflation 5 whence it was inferred, that 
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Re'uob of their mod: politic courfe would be to join Pizarr§y\n order to 
the^vice- preferve their liberties and property, and oppofe the dange- 
r0y'i/r0(>// reus innovations intended. This refolution was no foonet 
to Gon- formed than it was executed, PuelleSj and all his people, 
**1<^« marchings direflly to reinforce the rebels. The fame refolu- 

tion was taken by a body of horfe detached by the governor, 
under Vela Nunez, to intercept Puelles^ upon the advices he 
* had received of his defection. The foldiers had confpired to 
.kill their commander, and follow the fortune of Pizarro, 
Their intention was difcovered to Nunez ; he made his 
efcape in the night, and all his troops went over to Pizarro^ 
whom he joined at Guamanga, From thefe inSances it ap- 
pears, how general was the diflike* to Vehj and what Gm- 
zaio might have effcded, had he known how to profit by dr- 
cumftances. 

Besides the land-forces which Pizarro had collc£led, he 
was abfolutemafter of the ocean, in confequence of the fei- 
zure of the (hipping. His admiral Hernando Bachiaco 
had a powerful fquadron, with which he diftrefled the 
enemy by every poffible method. He attacked the city 
of Panama, and took all the ihips in the bay ; by this 
means augmenting his fleet to twenty^fix fail. He bad 
alfo a number of land-forces on board, which he debarked 
occafionally, plundering and harrafling the coaft, although 
the governor had aflembled a little army for their pro- 
teilion. From Panama he fteered for the ifland of Pearh, 
where he broke his faith to the inhabitants, committed dread- 
ful ravages, impofed tributes, and levied contributions, 
rather agreeable to th© meafure of his wants and avarice, than 
the ability of the people. This naval armament, therefore, 
upon the whole, injured the ca u fe of P/z<7rr^, more than it 
promoted it. Provifions, money, and warlike ftores, were 
procured indeed by means of the fleetin great abundance ; but 
the tyranny of the admiral raifed a great number of enemies 
to his party. 

Notwithstanding the mifcondud of the Pizarrtfts, 
fuch was the- dread conceived by the bulk of the Spaniards 
of the new regulations, that the viceroy's affairs wore a very 
unpromifing afpe<3:. AH the methods he had tried to pacify 
the jealoufies of the people, contributed only to inflame them, 
and the troops he afTembled deferted as faft as they were raifed. 
He had fortified Lima in the beft manner fuggefied by his 
knowledge in the art of war; but ftill he did not chufe to 
truft to walls, when the people and garrifon were difaffefied. 
It was his intention to retreat to ?>««&, which he com- 
municated to the magiftrates, after h« had firft fully digefted 
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^is p)aQ of operations. Tbe judges oppoTed his defighs with 
Jbeat, a^|d evVy thipg, wa^ again thrown inj:o coiifuGon, juft 
as Vda imagine4 that he had conciliated tii^e^inds of the in- 
^ajb^tants, by the proofs he (bad e;C{hibited of his vigilapce 
j^i\d ,cai^ fpr^bei^ prefervation. A council was held^ it broke 
.Vp in <^ii^rder ; ^nd the viceroy 4et€XAiined tp emb^ark it) 
^me yei^b jn tibe bar^bour, with the children of the mar* 
^ui$ Pistfrr^^ while his brother Vela Ntinez condu6led 
the forces by Ijind. This.meafure occafioned frefli difputes i 
4he citi^ns remonftrait^d againfl: putting the Ji^dy Francifca irt 
the hands of rude failor.s, and the judges gave orders to one 
JiMes tto fcize the perfonof the viceroy. They grapted a 
.WarraiiM^ for thispurpofe, and ^o^ifj executed it with punfiu^ 
ality, though with fofine difficulty, as Vela had ailembled a 
-body of foldiers, to the number of four hundred men ; who* 
rhowcye^r, laid down their arms, when they perceived the . 
citizens in ope(i rebellion. The judges now required the s 
{king's admiral to furrender thejfleet, and the children of P/-» 
^suxrro^ \xsto tbeir hands ; threatening, in cafe of refufal, to 
j>ut |he viceroy to death. Gefcnimo Curbano complied with 
tthe letter part of the demand ; but he determined to run all 
ihazards, rather than refign the only means of defence now 
iremaiaing. Difappointed in the expe(^ed eiFe<^s of thefe 
inenaceii, the judges contrived divers ftratagems to furprife 
the fleiet) and fucc^eded fowell, that they made Vela Nunez f 
.the viceroy's brother, prifoner ; and then repeated their de- 
mand, with themoftppfitive aiTurances, that neither brother 
Ihould meet with noercy, in cafe the admiral continued ob- ^ . 
Jlinatc *^. ,Neverthelcfs Curbano perfevered in his fentiments ; 7^;!^'^ 
but be was d^fertcd by the vice-admiral, ^nd all the reft of ^^^la^^g 
the (hipping, who went over to the judges, obliging Cw^^^tz^^ /or pjziar- 
to put to fca with the fingle veflcl he commanded in perfon. ro. 

These circumftances tended evidently to promote the in- 
tereft t>f Pizarr<f. Thus far the judges and he feemed to 
ad in concert againfl the viceroy; tho' it now appeared, 
that this was thp fingle point in which they were agreed. 
The judges were no fooner in poiTelilon of the vicerdy's, per- 
fon and the fleet, than they prepared a procefs againft Vela^ 
whom they intended to fend back to Spain^ to receive kn- 
tence^and feut orders to Ptzarro to difband his forces ; tell- 
ing bin*, that the viceroy's mifcondufl had devolved the 
vbole power upon them, by virtue of the king's commiffion. 
AuguJiineCarate was deputed with this meflagc j which proved 
fo unwelcome to Pizarre^ that he feized Caratey and treated 

^ GoMARA, cap. cxxxii. ^ Carate^ cap. xi« lib. i. 
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him with great feverity ^. Thcanfwcr returned to the jadgct 
,was, that Gonzalo Pizarro was now conflituted governoNgc- 
neral ; in which quality, if they refufed to obey, the city of 
Lima ihould be deftr«yed with fire and fword. To give 
weight to this anfwer, he proceeded on his march towards 
that capital of the Spaniftf colonies, and encamped within a 
quarter of a league of the city. A fre(h fummons was fentte 
the judges ; and finding it was difregarded, Gonzalo began to 
cre(ft batteries, with intention of laying fiege to Lima^ whicii 
produced the defired eflrefl, the whole city declaring againft the 
Pizarro judges, and mpft of the inhabitants deferting to the camp. 
reJucis'Li' A party of twenty men, fent out to reconnoitre the works of 
<^« the beuegersy was taken ; and Gonzalo^a army now became b 

numerous, that he difpatched Carvajal with a fummons, de- 
claring, if any farther delay was made, the city mud fuffer 
all the confequences of his vengeance, and the judges afcribe 
to their obftinacy the bloodfhed of their fellow citizens. Even 
this menace could not move them, until Carvajal ordered 
fotne of the chief prifoners he had taken the preceding day to 
be hanged up in fight of the befieged. This ftaggered the 
judges ; who at length yielded to the remonftrances of the 
citizens, and their dread of the confequences of their refuial 
to admit Pizarro, Accordingly his army was drawn up in 
order of battle; and he made his entry in triumph in the 
month of O^ober, FeQivals were appointed to celebrate this 
event, and Lima blazed with bonfires*, and rung with rejoicing^. 
From this period Gonzalo dated his authority, in virtue of the 
royal commiffion granted to his brother, which he declared 
was intended to defcend to his heirs. Befides, this com- 
miiSon was corroborated by the authority of the judges, 
whom he forced into a compliance with all the new appoint* 
ments and alterations he made in the government. Gonzalo 
procured their countenance to letters he thought fitto difpatch 
into Spain, to folicit the emperor, that he might be confirm- 
ed in the government which he had fo boldly ufurped, as the 
only means of reftoring the publick tranquillity. 
Tlfs vice- This flow of profperity wa$ interrupted by fome acci- 
roy affem^ dents, that gave great difquiet to Gonzalo. Vaca de Caftr^ 
hies an though the perfon moft injured by the viceroy, not only de- 
t*rmy, clared his refolution of implicitly obeying the royal mandate, 
but efcaped from Panama, on advice that the rebel admiral 
Bachicao was on his way thither. He intimated his defign of 
oppofing Gonzalo \ and this accid ent became of more import- 
ancey becaufe the viceroy had found means to efFe^ bis 

' La Vega, Iib« iv. cap. xviii* 
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elcape^ and was now raifing an army with great diligence. 
Before his arrival zt^ito^ he had collecSed above one huri- ^ 

dred and fifty men, and was there joined by two hundred 
more, who had not yet been infe<^ed with the contagious 
fpirit of rebellion. He took courage from the mifconduiSi: of 
his advcrfary, and entertained hopes that Gonzalo's infolence 
would fbon turn the ftream of popular affcftion, and once 
more reduce the humours of the people into their natural 
channel. He difpatched his fon-in-Iaw into ^^^m, to ac-> 
quaint his imperial majefly with the ftate of affairs in Peru^ 
and requeft that fpeedy fuccours might be fent againfl: the 
rebels. A party of his men had been defeated in a fkirmifli 
with fome of Pizarr$^$ marauders j but he foon revenged 
this difgrace in perfon, by falling fuddenly upon the vidori- 
ous enemy, whom he entirely overthrew 5 however, the I06- 
on the fide of Pizarro was inconfiderable, and the efi^eSs of 
thefe fkirmilhes were only to animate the combatants to more 
bloody hoftilities. 

GONZJLO had now determined to attack the vicerojr 
with all his forces, before he fhould become more formida* 
ble. In confcauence of this refolution, he bent his march to 
^miOy and fuitained great hardfhips in ,croi£ng the defarts ; 
but his foldiers being veterans, inured to a£):ion, they con- 
quered all difficulties, and advanced fo near the enemy, that 
Vela thought proper to decline a batde, and retire to ^ito^ 
Pizarro had found means to excite ^iiflurbances in his camp» 
by tranfmitting letters to his principal officers, with promifes 
not only of pardon, but of great rewards. The viceroy 
imprudently fufpe£led all who had received thofe offers^ 
and punifhed them as if they had adually embraced the pro«- 
pofaJs. Hence arofe a mutinous fpirit, which, united to 
the fatigue and hunger fuflatned in his retreat, brought hi$ 
affairs to the greateft extremity. . Vexation and trouble had 
foured his temper, and he how added to unavoidable evils^ 
by venting that indignation agaihft his own people, which 
he was unable to pour down upon the heads of his enemies.' 
Some of his befi: officers he put to death on the mofl ground* 
lefs fufpicion of treachery ; by which means he again aliena- 
ted the minds of all the Spanhrds in Peru^ jufl as they were 
coming to a proper fenfe of their duty. 

Mean time Pizarro kept up the purfuit from St. Miguel He is pur* 
to ^ito fo hotly, that the armies were frequently in fight of/ued by 
each other, ana the royaiifts forced to keep conf^antly in Pizario, 
arms, during a journey of one hundred and fifty .leagues, \k 
the courfe.of which they were chiefly nour;£hed by herbs, 
roots, and other vegetables. The approach of the rebels to 
>. D d 2 ^it9 
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^ttd obliged the viceroy to quit that defencdeTs dty, TiHiA 
I retreat forty leagues beyond it ; hoping that Pizarro wouUl 

flop the puf fuit, in order to refrefh his men in a place a- 
bounding with necefiaries : but he was mtftaken ; the rd)ek 
fcarce halted at ^iio^ but puflied on with fo much ardor 
and perfeverance, as drove Vela to defpair. When he £i\v a 
party 6i rebels defcending a hill near his camp, he lifted up 
his hands to heaven, and exclaimed, << Shall it be credited in 
^' future ages, that Spaniards cdni purfue the ftandard of their 
<< king with fuch obftinacy, as to endure every poffible 
^< hardfhip for the fpace of four hundred leagues ?" meaning 
from Lima to the place where he was then encamped, on 
the farther-extremity of Peru. Still, however, he proceed- 
ed on his retreat ; which at length determined Gomalo to re- 
turn to ^itOi where he employed his time in mirth and fef- 
tivity, as 4f the viceroy was already conquered. 

VELA being thus fufFered to reft in quiet in the province 
of Popayan^ he fet to work in procuring more complete arms 
for his troops, and calling in all the detachments employed 
in diftant conquefts. It recovered his fpirits coniiderably, 
that Diego Centeno had revolted from Pizarro^ and was now 
making a powerful diverfion on the oppofite fide of P^ru: 
and notwithftanding his brother Nunez was taken prifoner in 
his paflage to Panamoy after having once efcaped out of th^ 
hands of his enemies, he entertained hopes of a favourable 
iflue to the war. He was joined about this time by Jttan 
Catreras^ with an hundred men ; which reinforcement en^ 
couraged him to face the enemy, weakened by the detach- 
ment fent againft Centeno i however, all his expeAations 
•were blafted by a ftratagem of Pizarro^s. That officer gave 
out, that he would go in perfon, with the greater part of hb 
army, to Charcas^ againft Cenienoy who was plundering his 
lands in that country, and leave PueUes with three hundred 
men for the defence of the frontier. He appointed his cap- 
tains, begun his journey for ^itOj corrupted a fpy main- 
tained by the viceroy in the city, whom he had difcovered, 
and charged with falfe intelligence for his mafter, procuring 
from him the cypher ufed in his letters to Vela. At the fame 
time he ordered Puelles to write an invitation to his friends in 
the viceroy's army in a cypher, which he took care to have 
explained to the fpy, that they would fpend fome time at 
^ito in the abfence of Gmzaloy where they might depend 
on being treated with the utmoft cordiality, notwithftanding 
iny differenceis of opinion in matters relating to the govern- 
ftieUt ; but care was taken to have thefe letters fall into the 
viceroy's hands, without affording fiifpicion of defign. So 
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many circumftances, the public report, the intelligence of bis 
fpy, and the interceptec^ letters, all convinced F£la of what 
Gonzalo defired to have believed. Immediatdy he aflembled 
his troops on the Arft advices that Gonzalo had fet out for Los 
Charcasy and began his march for ^ito with the utmoft pri^ 
vacy and celerity. His forces amounted to eight hundred 
men, but raw, undifciplined, and very indifferently accou- 
tred ^ while Gonzalo had notice. of every motion, dire£led his 
meafures accordingly, privately joined Puelles^ and upon a 
general n^ufter found his troops to confift of two hundred 
mufqueteers, three hupdred pike men, and an hundred and 
£fty horfe, all approved hardy veterans. He encamped with«- 

« out the city in fuch narrow bounds as carried all the appear- 
ance of very flender numbers. Vela approached within two 
leagues of the entrenchments, without entertaining the 
flighteft fufpicion, upon advice of which Gonzalo decamped 
in the night without beat of drum, intending to furprife him \ 

- but the viceroy had taken the refolution of gainingj)ofleiEon 
of ^iU before he hazarded a battle, and had on purpofe 
begun his march in the middle of thie night, over fteep 
mountains and rugged precipices. He .entered the city with*- 
out oppofition, and there firft had intimation of the flrata- 
gem, which threw him into the utmoft confternation. He 
communicated this piece of intelligence; the neceiTary mea- 
fures were debated in a council of war, and it was refolved, 
that as a retreat was now become impradicable, that the 
whole fhould reft upon the fortune of a battle, for which all 
the officers made the moft vigorous preparations. 

On the other hand, Gonzalo was no lefs furprifed and dif* 
appointed to find that the viceroy had quitted his courfe ; 
but when he was told by the Indians that he had taken the 
road of ^ito^ he purfued him with great rapidity, and foon 
came within fight of the royal army, drawn up in batta- 
lia before the city. A fkirmifhing immediately commenced 
between the advanced pofts, which terminated to the advan- 
tage of the rebels, and brought on a more general and 
bloody engagement between the horfe, who fought with great 
courage and obftinacy. The infantry had not yet come to 
blows, and feemed to watt with anxious expedation in what 
manner vi&ory would declare on the fide of the cavalry; 
when at length the impetuofity and ftubborn valour of Gon-- 
zalo*s veterans turned the fcale, and made roqm for the foot 
to join in clofe engagement ; for fuch was the extraordinary 
difpofition of both armies, that the horfe occupied almoft the 
entire front. The royal infantry in the rear were fomewhat 
difconccrled by the precipitate tumultuous retreat of the van- 
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quifiied cavalry; but they foon rallied, and fuftained theat- 
tack of the enemy with firmnefsand intrepidity, until per- 
ceiving the fuperior ftrength of GonxaWs powder, and exe- 
cution of his mufquetry, they were feized with a pannic, and 
The nfice- routed with great (laughter. The viceroy fought like a pri- 
roy is de- vate foldier, at the fame time that he difplayed all the quali- 
feattdani ties of an excellent general, animating, exhorting, (both- 
Jlain, ing, and menacing his troops to perform their duty. He en- 
January g^^^ Montalto^ a brave rebel officer, hand to hand, and dif- 
19, 1546. mounted him, after an obftinate conteft. He might now 
have efcaped, had not his own courage carried him into the 
midft of the enemy, as an Indian coat which he wore over 
his armour hindered his being known. A foldier fell upon 
' him with great fury, and laid him dead with the ftroke of a 
battle-axe, little imagining that he wa9 fpiUing the blood 
of the king's re|^refentative. It is affirmed by La Viga ^, 
that his intention was not to furvive his power and honour, 
orfubje£t himfelf to the mortification of becoming. the pri- 
soner of the conqueror. His head was cut off, and fent in 
triumph to ^ito^ to induce the inhabitants to receive Gon- 
%alo as governor, while his body was interred with all the ho- 
nours due to his quality. 

In confequence of this decifive vi(3:ory, Gon%alo came into 
. immediate pofTeffion of the whole authority. He difpofed of 
every thing at his pleafure, puni(bed his enemies, and pro- 
moted his friends without controul. Whatever his infolence 
inight have been on former occafions, he certainly aSed up? 
on this with prudence and difcretion. AfTembling the pri- 
foners, he reprefented the power which heaven had put into 
his hands, the defigns he had to fuppprt and protect public 
liberty, the neceflary confequences which muft have refulted 
from the eflablifhment of the nev\r regulations, and the crimes 
committed by tbofe perfons who fupported ^<?&'s tyranny ; 
after which he difmifTed them with a general pardon, except 
a few of the ringleaders, whom he banifbcd to Chili and the 
diftant provinces, admonishing them not to incur his indig- 
' ]nation by any attempts againft his authority, or oppofition to 
his meafures. Vera Nune%y brother to the deceafed viceroy* 
was permitted to live in ^iio^ on his promife to fubmit 
quietly to the prefent government, and to avoid all plots, 
cabals, and intrigues. He even allowed Nune% afterwards 
to accompany him to Limd^ and treated him in the whole 
journey with the utnioft familiarity ; more perhaps than was 
juftifiable in ftri£t policy tp a perfon vvhp muft certainly cnr 

^ La Veg, lib. Iv. cap. 24. 
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fcrtain a private anJmofity, however carefully he might dif- 
gaife his behaviour'*. 

When the troops were fufBciently refrefbed after the fa- 
tigues of a long march and a bloody engagement, Gonza/o 
difpatched his lieutenant Carvajal with a flrong party to the 
fouthward againft Centenoy who commanded a little army of 
royalifls, after having flain Almeadras^ and eluded all the en- 
deavours of Alonfp de Toro^ who oppofed him with fuperior 
fotces, both gentlemen of influence, and (Irenuous friends 
of the viceroy. Near Callao an attempt was made by Cen^ Therova- 
ieno to furprife Carvajal in his quarters 5 but he was dilap- Ufis entire- 
pointed, having found that officer ready to receive him, at a, reduced 
the head of a fuperior army, Carvajal even purfued Centenq 
over mountains and defarts, but could never bring him to a 
general adion, notwithftanding every day was produftive of 
bloody ikirmi&es. At length he feized upon a pafs, where 
he was of opinion the enemy muft ncceffarily be furrounded, 
and forced to lay down their arms ; but Centeno's vigilance 
extricated him out of this difficulty like wife, and forced Carr 
vajal to confefe, that in the courfe of forty campaigns made in 
Italy and othercountries, he had never beheld fo extraordinary 
a retreat as that performed by CentenOy over a defart country of 
two hundred leagues^in extent, in the face of a fuperior ene- 
my. It was impoffible» however, he could long maintain 
himfelf in this diftrefled condition. Hcf direded his march 
to jtrequeboy where he determined to embark his troops, and 
proceed 10 Chilly if (hipping could be provided, for which 
purpofe he fent an officer before him. A veflTel bound to 
Chili was hired j but juft afi he was ready to embark, Carva- 
jal appeared ; upon which Centeno told his men that provi- 
dence was againft them, that they muft now difperfe in 
fihall bodies, and fhifc for themfelves, until fome change 
happened ; after which he took an aftt^ionate leave, re- 
tired into the mountains, and concealed himfelf until the ar* 
rival of a new viceroy from Spain. 

All oppofition being now removed by the reduflion of 
this laft army of the royalifts, the rebels ufed all their en- 
deavours to perfuade Gonzalo to aiTume the titles and honours 
of fovereign of PerUy independent of the emperor and court 
of Spdin, Carvajal wrote him & letter, in which he obferves, 
that, after having oppofed the royal edi6t, cut off the head of 
the king's representative, and waged open war againft his 
forces, there remained no other means of fecurity thaa 
perfevering in rebellion, afTuming the crown, gaining the 

' GoMARA, lib. cxxxiii. 
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^(fedions of the Spaniards by the iii{)ft liberal avians, zni 
conciliating himfcif in the bcft manner poffible with the /«-» 
d'ans; by which means he might bid defiance to all the power 
, of Spain^ it being improbable that his imperial niajeHy could 
transport a number of forces to fo diftadt a region fafficient 
to conquer Peru, Whether it was that the vaftnefs of the 
projcft ftruck Gonzah^ or that he deferred gratifying his am- 
bition until he had firft eftabliflied the government, aind tried 
the efFefls of his remonftrances to the court, we caifnot de- 
termine; but certain it is, that he refifted all the temptations 
thrown in his way by his flattering oflicers. ^ La Vega af- 
cribes this moderation to' the firm belief he entertained that 
he would be confirmed in the government from a principle 
of policy, and reflo^ed by the court to all the employments 
held by his brother. His public entry into Truxttto and i/- 
ma was triumphant ; but he afTumed no regal honours, and 
even refufed to walk under a canopy, as had been propofed. 
He entirely altered his conduft, and proceeded from infolenco 
dnd pride, to the other extreme of afl^bility, in order, by this 
means, probably to lay a foundation for the great defigns 
projedled by his adherents. He trndtNonojofa high admiral 
of the feas, ordering him to fail to Panama^ and detach 
Ferdinamio Mexia acrofs the IJthmus to furprife Nombre A 
Diosy which he accomplifhed without fcarce any refinances 
fo that he now commanded the north and fouth fea», and 
could obftruft any fupplies from being fent cither from Old 
or New Spain to the afliftance of thofe who might prove in- 
clinable to join the royal party, aiid again Tight up the 
fparks of difTention. Nor did he think thefe meafures alto- 
gether fuflicient for his feeurity. Apprehenfive of fome turn 
of fortune, he refolvtsd to ufe his utmofl endeavours to con- 
ciliate the court of Spain to his condu<£t, which he pretended 
only to iuftify by the extreme neceflity of affairs. Accord- 
ingly Aldano was commiflioned to go tb OldSpain^ relate all 
the late tranfa6lions in the moft favourable light, afTure bis 
majcfly of the zeal and loyalty of Gonzah^ and folicit the 
government for him, rather with a feeming view to promote 
the public intereft, than recompenfc his fervices, or gratify 
his ambition. Aldana was further dire£ted to promife re- 
paying whatever had been ej^pended of the king's treafure, 
provided Gonzalo\ requefl and a general pardon we're granted. 
To enforce this application, it was intimated that a confi- 
^er^ble fum of money (bould immediately be remitted froai 

? i-.A Yegaj, lib. iv. cap. -<|i. 
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fifu^ which it was expefted would prodoce a good effe£t in 
the prefent neceffitous circumftances of the Spanijb zoart* 

The diftarbances in Peru had now been of fo long a du« 
ratit^ni thatetfery thing was known in Spain before Aldan9*% 
«frivar, and that conqueft given up as lofl. It had been 
prc^ofed in council to reduce Gonzah by force of arms, and 
bring the bold ufnrper to condign puniihment \ yet the dif* 
ficulty of tranfporttng an army fufficient for that purpofe, 
to fo diftant a quarter, occafioned the miniftry to regard the 
fcnterprife sis ilnpradlicable, until the mifcondwEt. of Pi%arr9 
brought about fome favourable turn for affifting the royalifts. 
However, the folicitations of ^/ai^ff» now ufliered a gleam 
of hope : the miniftry perceived that the ufurper thought his 
iitiiation ticklifli before he would ftoop to make conceflxons* 
dr require any ratification and fandion of his condud. A 
f^rfon who had ventured upon fuch grofs violation of law, 
^nd evidenf rebellion, muft have been difconcerted in his 
fchemes, before he would throw htmfelf upon the mercy of 
a prince whoiiti he had fo hfcnioufly offended. In this man- Q^f^a ,7 
iier the SpaHiJh miniftry reafoned 5 in confequence of whichy^^^,-^ 
Ihi^y refdlved to fend the licenciado PeJro Gafia^ a man of quality of 
ienfe and probity, to take upon him the government of Pe-^ prefident to 
rki with the title of prefident only. A commiflion to this Peru, 
f^urpofe was figited at 'Vienna j where the emperor then re- 
fided^ ia the year 1346, and Gafia was difpatched with a 
(tender convoy, both to fave charges to the court, and avoid 
all appeaiUnce of pomp and oftentation to the inhabitants of 
Peru^ which it was apprehended might give difguft. On 
his arrival at Nomhre Ae Dias^ he concealed the real purport 
of his commiffion, giving out that he had a melTage from 
the emperor to P/jewrr^ with which, if he refufed to com- 
ply, he was to return diredly to Spain^^ as he formed no pit;*' 
teniions to be a warrior, and coniequently had no defign of 
Enforcing obedience by dint of arms. He farther intimated, 
that ^h is chief bufmefs was to revoke the new regulatioaa 
which had creatied fudi uneaiinefs, and to prefide in the coun<* 
cil. In fa£);, G/^a^s power was unlimited ; but this he pru- 
dently concealed, until he had founded the afteAions of the . 
Perttvians: and it isaljpdged, that t)i cafe he found matters 
could not be otherwife adjufled, he was empowered to grant 
the patidon required, recall the new ordinances, and confti- He paint 
tute Pissarro viceroy of P^erti, it bcittg iefs culpable, as was tH^g ji^a^ 
obferved in council, to allow the devil ihotiid be governor, 
than for Spain to lofe the ineftimable mines of PafofilXo much 
yaluedi^ the court of S^in place on the filver of Peru^ which 
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experience hath evinced to be a ruinous and fatal ac« 
quifition. 

The firft adion which confirmed the opinion entertained 
of Gafcd% policy, was the artful manner in whiqh he infinu- 
ated himfelf into the efteem of Mexia^ who had been ap- 
pointed governor of iJ ombre de Dios by Pizarro. To this 
gentleman the prefident addrelTed himfelf with fuch irreiifti- 
ble blandifliments, that, with his whole garrifon, he deferted 
the ufurper, and foon after affifted Gafca in prevailing upon 
the admiral Nonojofa to declare with hit whole fleet for his 
imperial majefty. 

These important negotiations fucceeding happily, Gafca 
determined to know how Gonzalo relifbed the news of his 
arrival ; for which purpofe he difpatched Paniagua j a gentle- 
fhe empe- man of great penetration and addrefs, to Lima^ with a letter 
ror^s letter from the emperor, and another from himfelf, to Pixarro, 
to?i%zxxo. In the former of thefe his imperial majefty condefcended to 
cajole this ufurper, acquainting him, that, being informed of 
the difturbances excited in Peru by the viceroy's too rigorous 
execution of the new regulations, and perfuading himfelf 
chat whatever Pizarro and his party had done, was intended 
to promote the public benefit, and fupport the honour and 
intereft of the crown, he had difpatched the licenciade Gaf- 
ca^ in quality of prefident, with full powers and inftrui^ons 
to terminate all differences, redrefs all grievances, and do 
whatever might contribute to the improvement of this valu-* 
able conqueft, and the welfare of his fubieds, whether 5^^ • 
niardi or natives ; in which he required Pizarro to affift him 
with his advice and influence, aiTuring him, that the impor- 
tant fervices performed by himfelf and his family (hould bo 
The pre- ^^^^ '" grateful remembrance. Nor was the prefident's let- 
fidtnt^s ter lefs refpe£tful. He blamed the feverity and inflexibility of 
letter to the viceroy for all the difturbances and efFufion of blood, 
pizarro. He declared his belief, that his imperial majefty did not 
aicribe the late civil commotions to their difobedience or dif- 
loyalty, but to the neceffity of circumftances which obliged 
Pizarro and his friends to a£l on a principle of felf-preferva- 
tion. He appeared to be not at all furprifed at their oppofi-^ 
tion to the new laws, on account of tht rigour with which 
' the viceroy required they (hould be executed. ** The moft 
<< wholefome nouriihment, faid he, may be converted to 
<^ poifon, by being improperly adminiftered. His majicfly 
^^ hath now fent me to quiet the minds of the people, by a 
<• revocation of thofe laws, according to the prayer of your 
<* petition, with power to publiib a general pardon of all . 
(^ crinie$and niifdemeanors already committed. I am en- 
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*^ joined to confult the people, and be guided by their opl- 
^ nion, with refpeft to the proper meafures for promoting 
** the interefls of religion, and the welfare of the inhabi- 
** tants.f He then exhorted Pizarro to take thefe matters 
into ferious confideration, and fhew his gratitude to his fo- 
vereign for reftoring him to the enjoyment of all his eftates 
and poffeiSons, after an adl: which another prihce would have 
thought dcferving of fevere punifliment. So favourable an 
interpretation of a conduct which would have admitted of a 
different conArudion, demonftrated the clemency of the 
monarch, and ought to infure the loyalty of the fubjeii 5 a 
duty incumbent not only by the laws of nature, but expli- 
citly enforced by thofe of revelation. " Your anceftorSj 
*' (aid the prefident, have diftingui&ed themfelves by their ' 
. ^* fefvices, they have rendered themfelves illuftrious by their 
*' loyalty ; it will be your part to imitate this example in the 
** largeft characters, and not tarniOi their luftre and lineage 
^* by your defedion from their virtues. Next to the falva- 
** tion of our fouls, our next care ought to be the preferva- 
*' tion of our honour, the fmalleft blemifli on which is per- 
*^ ceivable in lucid bodies, moving in your fphcre, and te- 
*' fledling light on all things around them. The fouleft fpot, 
" next to difobedience to the God of heaven, is treafon 
*' againft your country, and rebellion againft your earthly 
** fovereign. He is God's vicegerent, and appointed by 
** him to preferve order and good government in fociety, 
*^ Let me advife you, therefore, to weigh thofe things with 
** impartiality and prudence, and refledl upon the -power of 
*• your king, whofe forces you are very unable to withftand ; 
*' but left your inexperience in his court, not having viewed 
'' the ftrength and numbers of his armies, fhould betray you . 
*^ into an unjuft eftimate of your comparative powers, figure, 
*^ to yourfelf the puiffance of the Great Turk^ who marched 
** in perfon at the head of three hundred thoufand fighting 
*^ nften, came within fight of the imperial army, and re* 
^' treated with precipitation, without daring to give battle.'* 

These letters occafioned warm debates in Gonzaio's coun- jyebatei h 
oils. They were read feveral times, and ftili the hearers VlzauoU 
were divided about the anfwer which ought to be returned. touhcH, 
Carvajal was for accepting the offers of his majefty, and fe-*^ 
turning to their duty and obedience. Capeda was of a di- 
reflly contrary opinion; alledging, that all the promifes were 
infidious, in order to prevail on them to lay dovvn their 
arms, and then fall upon them defencelefs. He reprefented. The prefi- 
that if the prefident were once admitted, he would infinuate ^'^nt's 
himfelf ipto the affedlions of the people, and difpofe of them ^S-^* , " 
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inbabi' andT their fortunes at pleafurc. P/»^rr« declined giving his 
tanuof opinion until he had maturely deliberated a pbint of fuch 
Lima. importance; and in the mean time Paniagua^ the prefident's 
agent, pra^lifed fo artfully with the principal citizens of Lu 
ma^ that they were ready to defert the ufurper when the 
firft opportunity offered, and they were fure of being |»ro-' 
teded from his vengeance. Although his late condud had 
been unexceptionable, they ripped up old grievances, and 
complained that he had put feveral perfons of diflin£^ion to 
death; that he had ufurped their property, and violated their 
wives and children, as if thefe crimesf had been recently 
committed. They embraced the general pardon offered, 
and Paniagua perfevered in alienating their affections from 
Pixarro^ and reclaiming them to their duty, in contempt of 
the menaces of the ufurper, to put him to death if he difco- 
vered him tampering with the citizens. He was now en- 
couraged to proceed with boldnefs by the declaration of the 
fleet ; and this like wife contributed to make the inhabitants 
of Lima lend a more willing ear to his perfuafions^ How- 
ever, all poffible care was taken to keep their defigns fecret ; 
and yet it was univerfally known, except to P/z^rr^, who 
had juft refolved upon embracing the opinion of Capeda^ not 
to admit the prefident, with which view he had difpatched 
orders to his admiral to provide a (hip for- his return to Spain. 
He had not yet received advice of that officer's defe£lion,which 
had alfo been kept private, the more to difconcert the ufur- 
per, who would thereby be deprived of helps on .which he 
Piaarro'/ depended. Having formed thefe meafures, he thought pro- 
anfijjer to P^^ '^ g^^^ Paniagua his final anfwer, in a letter direcSted to 
thepreft' the prefident. Here he complimented the prefident's leafn- 
' dent" 5 let' ing and goodfenfe. He befought him to confider him as a 
ier. perfon extremely devoted to his majefiy, and to remember 

the inceflant labours of the Pixarro family for the fpace of 
fixteen years to augment the territories and revenues of the 
crown of Spain, They had fubdued countries of vaft ex- 
tent, abounding with more gold and fUver than the united 
kingdoms of the world, at their own private rifque, without 
putting the king to the expehce of a fingle crown, and withr- 
out any other reward than' the confcioufnefs of having ferved 
their prince and country with fidelity and fiiccefs. They had 
indeed acquired treafures, but thefe wece liberally expended 
in fettling colonies, and fupporting their conquefts. They 
had not the inheritance of a fingle acre of land, the court 
of Spain granting only 9 kind of leafes during life to the ad- 
venturers, which reverted to the crown upon their deceafe ; 
* and notwithfianding thefe cruel oegleds, they remained 

fixed 
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fixed in their loyalty, and required no arguments to remind 
them of their duty, by fetting forth his majefty's power, and 
the fuccefs of his arms, againft his enemies. Towards the 
clofe of his letter h,e endeavours to demonftrate, that, to the im- 
prudence ^nd inflexibility of the viceroy, ought to be afcribed 
all thofe unhappy commotions lincerely lamented by every 
friend to fociety ; and he juftifies his own ufurpation, by ob- 
serving, that he waschofi^n agent-»general by all the cities and 
crorporatioi^s of Peru^ and impowered by t-hem to oppofe the 
violences of the viceroy, having tranfaded nothing without 
their concurrence. ♦ 

This was the varnifh with which P/z^rr^ (coloured over 
his own rebellious condud, although it was kn0wn to the 
whole world that he had ufed violence in obliging the judges 
to furrender Z//F7<s, which alone evinced that he had not aded 
by their authority. To fliew the proper refpeft to the irnpe^ 
rial letter, with which he had been honoured, he difpatched 
feveral agents, men of quality and confideration, to repre- 
fent his conduiSl in the moft favourable light, and procure a 
ratification of the authority he had ufurped ; but thefe de- 
ferted him, werit to Panama^ and accepted employments, to 
which they were appointed by the prefident. This encouraged 
the royal ifts more and more to appear. Centeno and divers Centeno 
others defcended from the mountains, and emerged out oianH/e've* 
thofe caves in which they had been long concealed. A party ral others 
was forming againft Pizarr'Oy and every thing boded the re- tf t^» 
vivalof the civil war. The prefident, after iiTuing orders xo^9y^porty 
the governors of St. Martha^ Carthagena^ Granada^ and Pb- ^^'^ '^'"' 
payan^ to levy forces with all expedition, ventured to leave ^^^'^^ 
Panama.^ and fet fail for the frontiers of PirUj arriving fafcly ^^^^^^^' 
at Tumbez, The vice-admiral Aldena failing to the coaft o{^"^* 
Peru with a iquadron of four men of war, was joined by a 
great number of dcferters, whom he immediately formed into 
companies, aj^inting ofiicers agreeable to the powers vefted 
in him by Gefca, Jago de Nara was induced, by the prefence 
of the vice-admiral, the perfuafion of Centenay and fi^pi- 
cions which he entertained of Pizarro's farther defigns, to de- 
clare for the prefident, after be had aflembled a corps of five 
hundred men, and appointed the general rendezvous of the 
king^atorcta ztC^xamalca* 

Advice of thefe tranfa£lfons foon reaching Ptzarre^ he 
faw the nec^fiity of taking vigorous meafures for his own de-* 
fence. The revolt of bis fleet, the conftant defertioh of 
thofe hehad'deemed his friends, and the daily increafe of his 
enemies^ filled him with reafonable apprehenfions that his 
• ttfarpation would meet with farther oppofition, and fet him 

upon 
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upon levying troops with the utmoft diligence. In the (pac6 
of a few days, he mtiftered near a thoufand men in the city 
of Lima^ all veterans^ well armed, and provided with hoifes 
and ilaves for conveying the baggage ; fo that this body 
might be regarded either as cavalry or infantry, juft as occa- 
fion required, and had the advantage of marching with great 
celerity, without fatigue, to whatever part they were deftined. 
Nor was this his whole ftrengih ; he fent detachments to 
Cuzco^ La Plata J and other places^ ordering it to be pub- 
lifhed in all places, that ' the prelident had exceeded the 
king's orders in railing forces againft him, and attempting 
to embroil in civil war a country which had juft begun to 
tafle the bleilings of peace and tranquillity. He affirmed 
that the royal commiflion did not extend fo far as to empower 
Gafca to fupplant him in his authority; it only conftituted 
him prefident of the council, with inftru£lions to purfue the 
mod pacific meafures. As he had' exceeded the bounds of 
his authority, Gonzalo alledged that the people were no lefs 
concerned than himfelf to checlc a growing aiDbition ; for 
if the prefident came ofF fuccefsful'in his undertakings, they 
muft exp eft to be plundered and difpoflefTed of thofe riches they 
had acquired with fo much toil and bloodfhed, and perhaps 
meet impri(bnment, tortures, and capital punifhments, as the 
rewards of their fervices. 

To give fan£lion to thofe hoftile preparations, it was 
thought necefTary to haverecourfe toreafon and arguments; 
for which purpofe the lieutehant Capeda drew up a formal 
indidment, and began procefs againft the prefident in the 
courts of law. The fame was done againft the admiral Aif- 
nojofa for betraying the fleet, and all the other oiEcers who 
. had deferted from Pizarro* To give the appearance of rigid 
juftice to thefe proceedings, evidences were examined; and 
the crimes of treachery, breach of the peace, and robbery, 
were proved on oath againft the captains. It was alfo proved, 
that Gafca had received thefe eftci^s illegally, knowing them 
tOj have been Pizarro's^ and appropriated thjcm to his own 
ule ; upon which the prefident and all the officers were con- 
demned to death, and declared traitors by the judges s^t Li* 
ma. This fentence, however, was ridiculed even by the 
parties concerned, as it was well known that the fword, and 
not the forms and judgment of courts, muft determine the 
fate- of the fuppofed criminals. In effe£^, the defertion con- 
tinued, numbers went over daily to Gafca^ the people were 
fufficiently fenfible of the legality of his powers, they were 
weary of the ufurpation of GotivmIq^ anid, like the multi- 
tude in every country, they embraced with eagernds what- 
ever 
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eVcir carried the appearance of change and novelty. Gafca*s 
condud befides was full of afFability^ lenity, and compla* * 

crency ; he won their affeftions by the moft infinuating car-^ 
riage. Without Teeming to cajole, he carefled, as proceeding 
rather from the friend&ip of his nature than policy. He 
iw'as continually expreffing his diflike to thofe regulations 
vfhich had given offence, and expreffing his fatisfa6^ion at 
the power vefted in him of obliging the people by a revoca- 
tion of the ordinances, and general pardon of offences. 

Mean time the arrival of Aldana in the port of Callao D^ertien 
greatly alarmed Pizarro, and obliged him to encamp in the in Gon- 
fields, not only for the prefervation of Lima, but to prevent zaloV «/•- 
defertion, which would become more difficult when thevfol-^- 
diers were expofed to public view. A meiTage was fent 
from the fleet to acquaint Pizarro of the extent of the pre- 
fident*s commiffion, and requeft him to refign an ufurped 
authority, which he could no longer claim without dire(3: re- 
bellion and efFufion of blood. Panna, one of the naval 
captains, had brought this unwelcome meflage, which he en- 
deavoured to enforce by all his eloquence ; but could procure 
no other anfwer than violent exclalnations againft the trea- 
chery of Nonojofa and Aldana. However, he performed ex- 
cellent fervices to the royal intereft, by making known in the 
camp the tenor of the prefident's commiffion, the revo- 
cation of the new laws, and the general pardon granted 3 in 
confequence of which defertion became fo frequent, that 
Pizarro was foon reduced to fix hundred men, the reft hav- 
ing enlifted with Aldana. Among tliefe were the licenciade 
Carvajaty and feveral perfons of confiderable property, which 
perfuaded Gonzah of the difafFedion of the city of Lima<^ 
and determined him, to march to the fouthward as far as 
Araqueha. This march was not performed without great 
lodes and difappointments. The foldiers found fuch frequent 
opportunities to defert, that the whole army was reduced to 
two hundred men, upon half of whom there could be no 
dependance. Antmio Ribera was left behind in quality of Lima^^- 
governor ; but the ufurper had fcarce marched fifteen leagues, dares for 
before the magiftrates declared for the king, difplayed the^^<?^^»^' 
city-ftandard, affembled the people, publilhed the revocation 
of the late edi6is, the general pardon granted, and obedience 
to the prefident. Upon this Aldana debarked his troops, 
took pofTeffion of the city in the king's name, and was re- 
ceived with great demonftrations of joy. Not long after 
the prefident advancing farther along the coaft with the re- 
mainder of the fleet, and a confiderable body of land-forces, 
conftituted Nonojofa general by land j but he did not think 

if 
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it adviieable to take the field lUQtil l»e had aflembled an ai«iiy 
femiftch fuperior to the eoeiQy as to infure fuccefs^ and cca- 
der certaia the r;edu£tioii of the ea^e. IvA^fiA Jbe chicly 
relied upon policy, which he thought jo .the greientjunfturc 
iDf affaks not only -qiore focure, but alfo moce {feryicea^ t9 
the general inter eft« although it dazz4ed with inferior Ii^re 
in the eyes of the people. 

After Pizarro had 'quitted £/W, he received iiitelli^ 
gence that Diego CenUno had raiied eight hunted cien for 
the crown ia the province of Choreas^ and poiTefied hioifelf 
of the cities of La Plata and Cuzco. Upon this the rc^plu- 
tion was foraged of attacking him, and recovering thpfe ci- 
ties ; with provifion, that, if the enterprize failed^ the anxqf 
ihould march into ChiUj affift in the reduction pf that ob(B- 
nate warlike people, and by fo important a fervice induce 
the court to grant a pardon for all paft tranfgreiltons- This 
was the plan of operations fettled upon leaving Arequeba* 
Centeno heard of his motions, and fufpedling his defigq, ail- 
Vtnced to give battle, burning the -bridge over the channel 
j>f the lake Titicaca to ftop the enemy, and pre^^nt their tak- 
ing another courfe. Upon this Ganzalo wrote to him, re- 
minding him of their ancient friendfhip, and endeavouring^ 
by the moft foothing expreffions, to gain him to his intereft^ 
He propofed a treaty, in which they would adjuft ^11 dii&- 
xences to their mutual advantage, Gonzalo declaring that he 
would accede to any reafonable propoAtions with as much 
fatisfa£lion as if the parties had been brothers. Qfraeno ah- 
fwered the letter in fimilar ternus ; but, inflead of -complying 
with the contents, earnedly exhorted Pizarro to embrace the 
general pardon offered, promifing to ufe all his influeiKe 
with the prefident to bury in oblivion all paft tranfadlioiis, 
and fecure to him not only his life, but his efiates and ho- 
nours^ which he held legally, and by the authority of his fo- 
vereign; more he would not undertake, and refiftance might 
render even this impoilible. He delivered himfelf with fo 
fpecious an air, that even Pizarro^s meflfenger deferted him, 
and offered his fervice to carry fome letters from CenUm to 
the prefident, which he performed with great fidelity. In 
thefe Cenieno gave an account of the flourifhing flate of his 
own affairs, the decline of Pizarroy the continual defertioQ 
of his troops, his march towards C^^s^:^, and laftly of the 
propofals which he made to him, together with the anfwer 
he returned ; intelligence which gave the higheft delight to 
the prefident, and encouraged him to proceed boldly from 
Truxillo to Lima* But the fcene was foon changed on this 
fide. Pizarro and his officers, incenfed, not only that their 

piopofals 
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|>ibopQfals wrre rejefied, but their melTenger corrupted', de- 
termined to give Centena battle, and either force a pafTage to 
Cuzcoy or ^erifh in the attempt. He dircded his^arch di- 
redlly fo Hufrina^ giving out that he had other intentions; 
But Centen9^ by means of the Indiansy was informed of his 
true courfe, and took his meafures accordingly. Pizarro de- 
termined to avoid battle until he had advanced farther, Cen^ 
teno refolved to come to a<5iion immedfately ; and with fuch 
diligence did both purfue their defigns, that the armies camei 
very unexpectedly in fight, and were in*danger of%joining 
battle before cither had made the neceiTaVy preparations. 
Pizarro no fooner received intelligence of the enemy by his 
fcouts, than he projected a fcheme to alarm them ; and as 
Centeno Was no Granger to his adivity, he exerted himfelf to 
prevent being furprifed. Centinels were placed in all the 
proper ftations ; notwithftanding which, Acofta with a de- 
tachment of twenty mufqucteers beat up one of the quar-. 
tersi and fpread confternation over the v/hole camp : had his 
efforts been feconded, a complete victory might have enfued^ 
Next day the two armies advanced within three hundred 
yards of each other in the plain of Huerina, and then halt- 
ed. They were drawn up with great military fkill, efpe- 
cially Pizarro*s, that important bufinefs devolving upon 
Francifco de Carvajaly ohe of the beft and moft experienced 
ofEccrs in America. His orders Were to ftand the enemy^s 
attack firmly^ until they advanced within fure reach of his 
{hot, and then to pour in his fire vviih the utmoft vigour. 
To provoke the enemy, he fent Acojia with a party of .muf- Q^ntcno 
queteers to infult their front, and gave orders that he fhould jefemd^ 
keep up a retreating fight; which was executed fo pun£iually, 
that CeiUem was drawn into an engagement, and feduced to 
expend his fhot before it could take tSc&» It was this fineffe 
that more than counterballanced the difference of numbers^ 
Centeno's army confifted of near twelve hundred men fit to 
bear arms^ that of Pizarro^s did not exceed one-third of the 
number : but the foldiers timed their fire fo judicioufly, that 
near a hundred a^d fifty of the enemy fell at the iirft dif- 
charge. The fecond put all in confufion and difmay, moft 
of Centeno*8 officers were killed or wounded, and the infaii- ^ 
try was in lefs than half an hour entirely defeated. It was 
otherwife with the cavalry. Here the weight and fuperiority 
of numbers proved more than an equivalent to good order 
and difcipline. Pizarro^s horfe were borne down with the 
torrent, and himfelf in imminerit danger of being killed or 
taken prifoner, had not the victorious infantry^ come fpeedily 
to his affiflance, attacked the enemy in front and both flanks,. 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. E e and 
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and deftroyed them almoft to a man. We may venture to 
affirm, that in this battle was exhibited one of the firft in- 
ftances of the fuperiority of foot over horfe, although it is 
paflfed over by writers as a mere (kirmifli that could prove 
nothing decifive with refpeft to large armies ; whereas we 
are of opinion, that the (kill of a general, thef judgment of 
difpofitipn, and the power of arms, are as confpicuous in 
fmall as in great bodies, and frequently more fo, becaufe the 
fortune of the day depends lefs on unforefeen accidents. 

PIZARRO did not obtain this viftory without bloodlhed ; 
near one hundred of his men were killed upon the fpot j ne- 
vcrthelefs, it was of the utmoft confequence, as the hoflilc 
army was almoft entirely deftroyed, thofe who e/caped the 
fword Having been taken, and then incorporated with the 
other troopsf Befides, a road was now opened to the heart of 
the empire, a happy turn was given to the fpirits of his peo- 
ple, and he had a wide field opened, not only for recruiting 
his army, but amafEng prodigious treafures. He now ad- 
vanced to Cuzco^ made his triumphal entry into that city, 
detachments werefent upon different expeditions, the king's 
treafures to animmenfe value were feized zt^La Plata \ while 
the unfortunate Centeno was making the beft of his way to 
Lima^ over rugged mountains and barren defarts, attended 
only by a prieft, who had faithfully fhared in his calamities, 
and aififted in his efcape. 

The prcfident was encamped with his army in the valley 
of Saufa^ rejoicing at the advices fent him by Centeno^ when 
intelligence arrived of this fudden turn of fortune, and caft 
a gloom upon the feftivity and mirth of the royal ifts, though, 
from their great fuperiority of numbers, it could not throw 
them Into defpair. A few days only before, moft of the offi- 
cers were of opinion that Gafca had no occafion to encreafe 
his forces, fince thofe under Centeno were quite fufficient to 
bring matters to a happy iffue ; fortunately, however, for 
the royal party, this opinion was not embraced, the prefident 
thinking it advifeable to provide againft all poffible accidents. 
Some went even fo far as to advife him to difband the army j 
but Gafca always replied, that the point in difpute was of too 
much cpitfeguence to leave any doubt upon the mind with 
refpeift to the iflue, only to fave the court a little money, and 
himfelf and friends fome trouble. The event (hewed how 
juftly he determined. Had this army been difbanded, it 
would have been impoffible to have raifed another with the 
requifite difpatch ; the people woiild have embraced the prof- 
perous fide, and then Pizarro would have poured down from 
Cuzco upon the lower fcttlcments with an irrefiflible torrent. ' 

Gafcit 
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Ga/ca now exerted all his powers to animate the droop 
vfpirits of his people. He told them, that CenUno's defeat 
the mere fortune of war, and a ray of profperity darted 
on the ufurper's affairs, only to render hi§ adverfity more 
fupportable. He exhorted both officers and foldiers to 
pundlual difcharge of their duty, and, with a kind of prophe-- 
tic fpirit, galve them the ftrongeft affurances of fpeedy vicr 
tory. . Next he called in his detachments, colledled a fine 
train of artillery, and then began his march to Cuzco^ at the 
head of nineteen hundred men, on the 29th day of Decern^ 
her* On his march he was joined by great numbers of ofScerj 
and foldiers, among whom was Valdiviay whofe adiohs ia 
Chili we have already related. The appearance of this offi- 
cer diffufed univerfal fatisfadion. His valour was acknow- 
ledged, and now the royalifts doubted not but they had a 
captain whom they might fafely oppofe to CarvajaL Many 
difficulties occurred on the march, which were conquered by 
the courage of the foldiers, and the good condu£land perfe- 
ve ranee of Gafca^ who difplayed great genius in the different 
contrivances for croffing rivers. The paiTage'of the river 
Amancay was the moft celebrated, as here the enemy oppofed 
him, and he had to combat not only with the natural diffi- 
culty of the attempt, but to difconcert all the fchemes to 
difappoint him, formed by the celebrated Carvajah, which 
he at laft cffeded by mere dint of fuperior fertility of in- 
vention. 

Mean time Pizarro remained with the main army atpj^g^Qt^ 
Cuzcoy felicitating himfelf on his late vidory, and feeming ^9 infatuaud- 
regard it as a decifive blow. Carvajal perceived the bad effe£ls dnduS. 
which fecurity muft neceffarily produce, and laboured with 
all his Jhfluence to prevail upon him to feize on , the firong 
pofts in the enemy's way, evacuate Cuzcoy and take the field 
with fpirit and adlivity. When advices arrived of the pre- 
fident's approach, he redoubled his irtdances; but the infa- 
tuated Pizarro was wrapped in a fatal fecurity, and rejected ^ 
almoft every propofal made to him by this prudent and dif-^ 
cerning officer. However, he permitted Carvajal with a 
detachment to attempt the defence of the river, and then 
triumphed in his difappointment, as if it were a proof of the 
re£litude of his own opinion. Carvajal ftill infifted upon 
his taking the field, upon his difmiffing the prifoners he had 
incorporated in his army, and relying rather upon^ hand- 
ful of certain friends, than a number of doubtful foldiers, 
upon diflreffing the enemy by marches and countermarches, 
dividing their forces, and then attacking them feparately, 
when no opportunity offered of affifting each other. This 
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propofal evinced the military knowledge of Carvajal\ but k 
was rejeded by Gonzalo^ as injurious to his honour. He 
thought that avoiding battle with a defeated army would tar- 
' nifli the glory of his late vidory, without refiefting that it 
vfzs the ifiue of the operations that muft eflablifh his cha- 
Tacler. , He refolved to come to an engagement, and for 
that purpofe gave orders that the army (hould be ready to 
the ar- march at beat of drum to the valley of Sacjabuanuah^ about four 
»/>/ meet leagues from the city. CarvajaFs remonftrances were fruit- 
in the lefs ; that if he was determined to hazard a battle, he would 
galley of ^ait at Orcas^ on the oppofite fide of the city, for the ene- 
Sacfehoa- n,y^ j^ order to fatigue them the more, or at leaft introduce 
**"*"• confufion in their army as they paflcd through Cvzco. When 
he quitted this city, his army amounted to nine hundred men, 
a third of whom were perfons in whofe fidelity Carvajal bad 
no reliance, which made him the more averfe to the general's 
refolution ; however, he complied^ and endeavoured all he 
could to conciliate the minds of the foldiers to a meafure now 
unavoidable. When be reached the -valley, Pizarro drew 
up the forces in a place inac^efSble in the flanks and rear, aa 
attack on the front being Irkewife attended with difficulties. 
Hither the enemy arrived in three days after, the three fol- 
lowing days paifing in flight ikirmiflxes, until the main body 
« of the royalifts had occupied the proper poils, when they 
faced about, and offered an engagement. It was now only 
. that Pizarro began ^o diftrtift his foldiers ; the vicinity of the 
danger made him infpefi:' their condu£k more narrowly; 
but it was top late ; ^efertion had already begun, fi^veral 
were feized in the attempt to efcape, they were put to death, 
and their puniOiment appeared to have no other effect than 
to alienate the minds of the remainder. 

In this fituation was Pizarroj when it was determined in 
a council of war held by the prefident, to give battle next 
day, on account cf thefcarcity of water that prevailed, and 
the incomroodioufnefs of the fituation. Different reafons 
prevailed on Pizarro to come to the fame refolution, after he 
had firft fent to the prefident to demand a fight of his com- 
miffion, and the powers whereby he infilled upon his refign- 
ing the government, declaring that his refufal would be re- 
garded as a fignal for hoftilities, and that he muft be anfwer- 
able for all the confequences. Two priefts had beeii fent 
with thl^ commiffion, and inflru£lions to try all in their 
power to alienate the minds of Gafea^s foldiers ; which being 
difcovered, the prefident ordered them to be feized, then 
publifhed the general pardon granted to all who fliould now 
quit the intereft of Pizarro^ gained their afiedions^ and fent 

theoft 
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cWsm bkck to cherifli the feeds of difaffedion in this ufurper^ 

Mean time Pizarro had given orders to Jcojia to alarm , 
tbeenetny's camp in the night; and he was preparing to exe- 
cute his iiiftrqdionS) when the defertion of a foldier ruined 
the defign, by calrrying intelligence to the prefident; however 
It was attended with this advantage, that ttie royal army 
ftood upon their arms the whole night, and fufiered fo much 
from the cold as alosoft rendered them unfit for a£tion the .. 
next day when diey were drawn out in the jdain in order of ^" ^' 
battle. To Cepedu wad entrufted the Care of ranging thep/^^ ' - 
troops^ Cdrvajal being fo ihuch offended that his advice had J^^^^ji^ 
been rqefted upon, fo many occaiions, as to refufe taking any Z:^^^^ ^ 
concerh^ protefting that he gave all up for loft. As the ar- '^ ^ ^^ * 
mie^ were fronting each other, Garcilaffiy father to the hif^ 
txmmRi defbrted, and was received with open arms by the pre- 
fident« His example was followed by Captdu^ the y^xy offi-^ 
ccr in . whofe fidelity J^/j&»r« repofed his chief confidence. 
Under pretence of examining a more convenient ground fot 
drav(^ing up the army, he gave fpur to his horfe, and joined 
the enemy, after he had been piirfued and wounded 1>y ano« 
Iber of the rebel officers, vrtio fiifpeded his defign. The 
defertion of two perfons fo confiderable gave birth to a fhoal 
of imitators ; the royal camp was crowded with Pizarra^s 
foldiers, all of whom declared they had feized the firfl oppor* 
tunity of efcaping and teflifying their loyalty. The whole 
left wing of mufqiieteers, pretending, to more fidelity thaa ^ 
the teft, deiired to be pofted in fuch a manner as to obfiru6t 
the ddertefs, and embraced that opportunity of going over 
to the prefideat. So unconimon a defertion rendered fight* 
mg unnecefTary ; the prefident therefore laid afide the deftgn 
of giving battle, either becaufe he had no great confidence 
in troops that had already betrayed their general, that he 
expcfted all Pivunrro's forces to come over, or that he did not 
cfaufe t6 rifque a batHe with a handful of men now driven to 
. de^air, whofe refiflance might at leaft occafton confiderable 
cffufion of blood. 

With Pizarrc there ndw only remained the pike- men, 
who had likewtfe given fymptoms of their inconftancy. 
Carvajal feeing the defperate flatc of die ufucper's affairs, ex* 
erted his utmpft diligence to retrieve them> but in vain ; all 
the foldiers deferred, and left hioi almoft alone with his ge^ 
neral. The pike-men finding there was no poffibiljty of 
eluding Carva/oTs vigilance, thr^w down their arms, de* 
clared their refolution not to fight again fi the king, and then 
made off for the royal camp ; upon which Pitarro refolved to He fur- 

E e 3 iuxvtMtX renders. 
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farrender hlmfelf. He went up to Pedrp Villavicencio\ who 
commanded one of the enemy's out-pofts, and told him his 
name and intention, at the fame'time delivering his fword as 
a mark of his fubmiffion. Pedroy rejoiced at the importance 
of his prifoner, returned Gonzalo thanks for the lionour 
done him, returned his fword, and offered to condud him 
to the prefident*s quarters ; on their way to which Pizarr$ 
was met by Centeno^ who condoling with him on his change 
of fortune, was anfwered by the prii0n«r, ^< Captain Centmo^ 
^^ to-day there is nothing to be faid upon this fubjeft, but to- 
^* morrow you and the reft who have occafioned my fate 
•* will have reafon to repent your conduQ." Even in his 
adverfity he maintained his fpirit and dignity. When brought 
into Gafca\ prefence, he vindicated his meafures with becom- 
ing boldnefs, claimed all that be afpired to as his undoubted 
right, hinted at the ingratitude of the court to his family, 
and the conquerors .of Peru\ but never dropped a difrefped- 
ful expreffion of his imperial majefty. His freedom, how- 
ever, highly offended Gafca^ who ordered him to be removed 
and taken into cuftody. 'At the fame time Caruajal was 
Carvajal taken prifoner, as he was endeavouring, at the age of eighty- 
is taken f^yxx^ to make his efcape by the . fwiftncfs of .bis horfe, and 
fri/oner, ^^^j ^j^i^* great infolence and cruelty by the foldiers, who 
ought to have refpeded his advanced age, and extraordinary 
military talents. They applied lighted matches to his neck, 
threw fquibs in his face, and were feverely punifhed for in- 
fulting the unfortunate, by the generous Centitio^ the prifo- 
ner's bittereft enemy, who, upon this occaiion, difplayed the 
greateft magnanimity. He condufled him in perfon to Gaf^ 
ca*s prefence, where Caruajal maintained a contemptuous 
iilence, and then brought him back to his own tent, where 
iie' treated thi^ old warrior with the moft profound refped 
and humanity. Nothing could be more extraordinary than 
the whole carriage of this hoary foldier, from, the time of 
his imprifonment to his execution. He was vtfited by all 
degrees of people ; fome came from motives of curiofityi 
others to demand reftitution of what they alledged his fol- 
diers had plundered them of; while others vifited him merely 
to turn him into derifion, , and infult his misfortunes : but 
Carvajal was fuperior to their daftardly triumph ; he beheld 
them with fcorn, and, by the feverity of his replies, difmified 
them in admiration of his wit and fortitude. 

' Next day Gonzalo Pizarro^ Caruajal^ and other cap- 
tains, were formally tried and condemned to be executed as 

^ GAUCitAsso, lib, T, cap. 39. 

traitors 
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traitors to their king and country. The fentcnce paflcd on 
the former was, that he (hould be beheaded, his head fixed 
in Che moft public place in the empire, his houfe demolKhed, 
the ground ftrewed with fait, and a pillar efefted with the ^ 
following infcription, ** Thefe were the dwellings of the ' ^ 
** traiterous Pizarro/' He was carried by a mule to the 
place of execution; where he fpoke to the foldiers and other 
ipe£lators in thefe tetms, "Gentlemen, you are no ftrangers ' 
*' tothe fervices performed by our family. My brothers and 
** myfelf were the conquerors of this country. Many of 
*' you are poflefled of eftates and lands confirmed to you by 
** the marquis and myfclf. Many of you likewifc owe me ' 
*' pecuniary and other obligations, which I need not fpecify. 
*' For my part, I die pooir and deftitutc ; even the cloaths I ' 
*' wear are not mine; they are the perqaifite of the execu- 
,** tioner for this bloody fervice, and his reward for depriving * 
*' me of life : Ihefeech you therefore, gentlemen, that you 
*^ will (hew the gratitude you owe me, to the Almighty, the 
** author of all good things, that you will pray for my foul, 
*' and Ihew that mercy tothe fpirit, which is denied to the 
** flefli. i have ftrong affurances, that, through the media- 
** tion of my Redeemer, and the intercfeffion of your prayers, 
'^ my fins (hall be forgiven, and myfelf m^de a partaker in 
^^ that felicity in heaven, which I could never obtain on 
** earth." Saying this, he laid his head with great compo- 
fure on the block, and the executioner fevered it with-^^^^^' 
one ftroke from his body. His faults were forgot, and his ^*^^* 
virtues recited, when popularity could do him no farther fer- ' 
vice 5 and companion foon turned the ftream of violent ha-' 
tred to refpeft^ and admiration of himfelf and faniily) who' 
were confidered only as the conquerors of Peru^ and the au-' 
thors of thpfe immenfe riches which flowed in upon the Spa^' 
niards. As to Carvajaly he was executed in the fatne man- 
ner, and (o the laft gafp fuftained that heroifm which had' 
diftinguifiied his whole life, Garcilajfo employs feveral pages 
in defcribing his behaviour and witty fayings in adverfity ; 
but as many of thefe favour of levity, we fliall omit them in' 
honour to his memory, and as unfit to be inferted in a ge-' 
neral hiftory «. 

< Id. ibid. HfiRtERA, dec. v. lib. iv. cap. Zi 
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Containhg a Relation of the Rebellions of Sebaftian 
Godinez and Giron^ with other TranfaSions^ 
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'HEN the chiefs of this rebellion were remove4i» aii4 
the duepmniQiineat was infli(^d On the deiiaqufafis^ 
the pFcfident began to make regulations for reftoring the 
public tranquillity I rewarding thofe who had affified hioi in 
fuppreiling the rebellion, and malting divifions of ]^d«, 
with all pofiible regard to equity and expectation. On Vd^ 
divia he beftowed the government of Chilis which he bpfore 
poflefled without a formal commi^ion. Others who had fig* 
nally dlftingpifhed their valouc and loyalty, were gratifie4 
with other preferments; and all bad the thanks of the go- 
vernor» and a ptomife to b^ rewarded as foon as cppor- 
I>i<viJfon t unity offered. The point which gave the greateft uncafi- 
cf lands^ nefs was the diftriburioh of lands. It was impofl^ble to an- 
cnd confe- f^yer the e^pedations of every njan, who rated his fef vice* 
quent dif^ f^^ b'jypnd bis merit ', |hc folbwing letter was calculatcdj 
f^nUHtj. therefore, to filence the murqnyrs of dirapp9lfilni£nt. In 
this the pref^dent declared the number of educes which M 
had already beflowed upon the faithful fub^dls of his ma* 
jefty. -*' I have, faid he,, made repartition of aa hundred 
*^ and fifty cor^^manderies, agreeable to th^ jufteft ixoiiom I 
^' could acqMJre of merit and long faithful /ervic^s ; and I 
'^ (hall, -in the fame manner, b^ilow whatever ih^U become 
^' vacant, during my government} upon the ifihabitants of 
^' the (:o^ntry, taking fpeeial care that no* interlopers (ball 
*' run away with the rewards of your toil a^d blooc}. Thofe 
^^ that are not nov? gratifi^, may depend on ni^y favoqr. I 
^' befeech you, therefore, to coniider not what you or I 
^^ would wifh to enjoy, but what I have in my power to be* 
^' ftow. I have omitted nothing to ferve x^U) immenfe do- 
*' nations have been made, many more wi]l fall to my lot to 
^ ^'make's reft fatisfied, therefore, in my gratitude, and be* 

*' lieve that I am fenfible it is the duty of a ^hriftian to re- 
^* pay obligations, and the intereft of a governor to fecure 
*' the alFedions of the people by a^s of juftice and libera- 
♦* lity." The diftribution of lands was then publi(hed in 
Cuzcoj agreeable to the governor's appointment^ and, to ayoid 
importunity > he quitted the city, and retired to Guayanimay 
where he waited to obferve the effeSs it would produce.. 
, pftates, to ^hc yearly vali^ of 150,000 piftofes, were 

already 
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9l«ieady givea awaj^ ; yet the large proraifes made to the of* 
ficers and foldiers, who had joft affifted to refill Pizarro^ 
M^exe noC yet fulfilled. It was expe^ed that the eflates of 
G^nwie and bis ofEcers would now be cpofifcated, and align- 
ed, to them who had always firmly adhered to the govern- 
m^nt ; but 2& fecret promifes were cnade to thofe whoihould 
deiexi the ufurper, it was found impraflicable to gratify both 
parties. The one infifted on the promife of maintaining 
what they already poilefled ; the other was no lefs poiltive 
la being rewarded at tbi^ expence of thofe whofe rebellion 
revered their ierytces needful. In confequence, murmurs 
and fa(3ion6 arofe \ which Gafia^ with all his prudence, could 
not appeafe^ becaufe they wf&at fomented by certain perfons 
who meditated their own elevation on the ruins of their 
country. 

Of all the makoateiits, the moii: bold and dangerous was 
Francijco Hernandez Girorii notwithftanding he enjoyed to. 
the yearly value of ten thoufand pieces of eight out of the 
e&ate of Gon%al9 Pizarra, This he deemed a very inade- 
quate reward of his fervices i and highly refented, that any 
pther ihould have received a fuperior gratification. He 
fpc^e with difrefpeft of the prefident's candour and difcern- 
ment in the mod public manner ; and was reproved for his 
fed iciQus behaviour by the archbiihopofC^z^^, which ferved 
father to irritate than amend Giron, He now fet out for 
Zfimaj in order, as he pretended, to avoid the feditious ftortn 
which he faw impended over Gafea's injudicious meafures, 
and keep aloof from the folicitations of the foldters and peo* 
pie to head their fadions* This very apology was in itfelf 
of ftich dangerous tendency, that Giron was committed to 
prifon $ but afcervvards releafed, upon his making fubmii]ion» 
and promifing to proceed dire6Uy to Linuif where Gafca now 
refided, to implore his pardon< Here he infmuated him- 
felf fo far with Ga/c^t^ that be permitted him to levy forces ' 

in Lima and Cuzca, in order to reduce the province of Char-' 
casy and fupprefs a band of robbers, who daily infefled the 
kingdom of Prri^, and rendered travelling upon the high- 
ways extremely dangerous. Some writers alledge, that the 
prciident was compelled to this meafure, to gratify the am- 
bition of a perfon whofe influence he found very confidera- 
ble among the difcon tented Spaniards » but certainly the re^ 
nnedy was inconfiftent with his former caution and prudence. 
The efFeds foon appeared ; s^l the makontents flocked im- 
mediately to the ftandard ere&ed by G/Vdff, and before he 
reached Cuzco his army was confiderable ; when he left it, 
it was formidable. He had publiihed his commiflion to 

make 
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make new conquefts with great folemnity } and was no 
fooner at the head of hia army, than he artfully accufed, in 
every converfation, the late meafores of the prefident, wbidt 
obliged fome of the mor^ moderate perfons in the magiftracy < 
to fignify to him the neceffity of quitting the city. The 
foldiers behaved with the greateft infolence, and refufed all 
fubmiflion to the civil power ; affirming, that they acknow- 
ledged only the authority oif their leader. When it was 
known that the magiftrates had warned Oiron of the neceffity 
of leaving Cuzco^ they aifembled at his quarters in a tumul- 
tuous manner ; and, on the other fide, the citizens began to 
arm in their own defence. Juil as matters were ripe for hof- 
tilities, both fides began to refled on the confequences ; and 
a treaty was concluded between the citizens and foldieirs, 
whereby Glron confented to remove his forces, and deliver 
up fix of the moft infolent of his followers to be repri- 
manded. 
Gafca re- ^^ ^*^*^ fituation was Peruy when the prefident, perceiving 
Jtgns. *^*^ "^^ troubles were raifing, and the orders which he re- 
ceived from Spain to releafe aH the Indians, from bondage, 
would ferve only to aggravate the evil, determined to refign 
. his government, for which he had provided fome months be- 
fore, by defiring to be recalled. His petition was granted 
by the minifiry, and Don Antonio Mendoza appointed to go- 
vern in his room, with the tftle and enfigns of viceroy. This 
intention was no fooner known in Peru^ than all the difcon- 
tented drew up complaints to the adminiftration againft 
Gafca ; who thought the moft effectual method of eluding 
their clamours, would be to return with a large fum of nK>ney 
for the ufe of the r^eceflitous Spanijh government. For this 
purpofe he enforced heavy taxes, fleeced the people without 
mercy ; and having amafied the fum of ihree millions, he kt 
fail for Panama^ on the firft notice that the new viceroy had 
touched the American cpaft. Here he made fcarcc amy ftay, 
fetting out acrofs'the ifthmus to Nombre dt Dios^ and order- 
Infurrtai" ing the treafure to be brought after, under a guard. At this 
on at Pa- time Pedro and Ferdinando de Centenos had taken arms, to 
Dama ; revenge the injuftice done them, in being difpoflcffed of the 
that ct4y province of Veragua^ fubdued by their father, and granted to 
Q ?', him and his pofterity. This adion they afcribed to Gafsa 
trea^re ^^'"'"^"f? ^^^ tefolution to invade Peru before he quitted that 
/eize'daxd government, and for this purpofe feizing upon feveral fhips 
again re- *" ^^^ South-fea^ and aflembiing a body of forces. When 
covered. ^^^^ heard of the prefident's depaiture for Nombre de Dios, 
they fell upon Panama^ took the city, and feized the royal 
treafure 5 with which not refting fatisfied^-they detached a 

party 
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party after Gafcn to take him prifoner, and in the mean tioie 
kift all their booty. In the abfence of this party, the inha* 
bitants oi Panama recovered from their confternation ; and 
finding themfelves rpore numerous than the rebels, took to 
arms, fell upon the rebels, drove them out of the town, and 
recovered all the. treafure. The party fent after Gafca re- 
ceiving intelli(^ence of the misfortune of their aflbciates, dif- 
perfed themfelves ; but many of them were taken and ex- 
ecuted, together with the two Centenos, their leaders, who 
were hanged upon a gibbet of extraordinary height. No- 
thing could be more fortunate than this event, which fupn 
preiled, in embryo, a confpiracy that threatened the lofs of all 
Peru and Terra Firma ; for it was the fcheme of the rebds^ 
after they had made themfelves matters of both fides the ifth-' 
mus, to obftrudt all relief from Old Spain^ or the Weft Indies ^ 
to join the malecontents of Peruy whereby they might eallly 
have reduced that kingdom, and poffiUy laid the foundation 
of a new and independent empire. 

As foon as Gafca retired to Panama^ the judges publifhed 
the fecond partition of lands which he had made ; but de- 
ferred making known, for political reafbns, before his de* 
parture. In their hands the admin iflration was lodged till ' 
the arrival of Mendoza ; they determined to make the full ufe 
of their ihort lived*power ; they put in execution the new 
edi<£^, which the prefident bad prudently fupprefied, with xt^ 
fyc& to releaiing the Indians from perfonal fervice, and that 
rigid bondage in which they were held h^ the: Spaniards. They 
required, that the natives Ihould no longer be compelled to 
work in the mines, to carry burdens, or do any laborious 
work ; and ii^fted that their fervice fhould not only be vo- 
luntary, but that they (hould be paid a daily dated price. 
This 'edi£t, though undoubtedly humane and neceflary, was, 
however, unfeafonable at a juncture when the bulk of the 
Spaniards wanted only a fpecious pretext to rebel againfl: the 
government. An infurre£iion immediately appeared in^^/^^. 
Cuzco ; the difaiFedted immediately chofe Giron for their leader, region in 
and augmented his nunU}ers to fo extraordinary a pitch, that Cozco. 
the tumult was fupprefled with the utmoft difficulty. Giron 
being'taken prifoner, was fent to receive judgment at Lima ; 
but the judges knowing his popularity, and the univerfality 
of the difcontents, would not prefume to pafs fentence, or 
even to call him to his trial. He was therefore difmrfled, 
and rendered more infolent by this proof of their fear to cor- 
ie£t him. The admiral Nonojofa appeared in his favour ; and 
was fuppofed to foment thefe diforders, becaufe the new re- 
gulations, with rcfpe£i;. to the Indians^ affcfied him deeply. 



4^8 Tii Hipyy^of America. 

His efiate in the Choreas^ wbf re P9t(tfi and the ritheft ^cr 
Rttnes ftre, amoimci'ng to the annual fum of two hundred 
thoufand crowns^ would be reduced to half that vialuc, were 
wages paid to the labourers. It was pi'ivate interejft« there- 
fore, and trot any othe^ diflike to the edi6l» or the meaiures 
af the governmeAe, that ftirrod this officer ^p to faAton and 
iediti0n. The jrebellion 6f the C^ntitio's in Panama contri- 
buted td blow. up the embers of difeontent in different parts 
of Penty and that country began again to groan under aJl the 
miferies of civil diflrnlton. Altfao' the intelligence of the 
defeat of the> two brothers arrived foon after the news of their 
beiftg in arms^ yet were the himioars of the people in too 
great agitation to be appeafed, except by evacuation. The 
^Idiers boldly declared their fentifiients of the wtakocfs of 
the government, for which they had of late years been taught^ 
by nnmberlefs infurre&tons, to en^rtain but little refped. 
Th^ had chofen leaders out of their own nuttiber) Girm 
not having yet returned from Lima ; and their outra^ieoii^ners 
proceeded to fo great a lengthy that the magiftrate& of Cuzca 
applied to the royal courts but could obtain no redrefs» thd 
corregidor, Juan de Suavtdra^ bein^ of o|»nion, that gentlt 
' means alone ought to be tried, -where the effbdls of force 
» w«ere doubtful. Hence the dtfturbances rofe daily to agreater 
height. Some were terrified with the apprehenfi(»is of the 
dreadful confequences of civil commotions ; others wilh^d 
lor rebellion, in hopes of gaining fome private advantage 
from the publit confufion. With this view they propagated 
falfe news, fl^dered the government, hinted ^at the prin- 
cipal perfons iii the kingdom encouraged the infurref^ion, 
and anirmed, that only the fpirit of the people could prevent 
their being reduced to indigence and mifery^ by the vari- 
ous praftices of the judges to raife taxes and tributes* Tho& 
who flill remained well afieded to the government, prefled 
the corregidor to exert himfelf with fpirit, and make exam- 
ples of fome of the mofl feditious ; but be excufed htmfelf, 
faying, that the fentence he had pafied on Giron was reverfed 
by the royal court, and an injury by that meaqs done to his 
honour, and the prerogative of his office. 
The 'vici' In this fituation of afiairs the viceroy Meninza arrived at 
toy Men- Lima^ where he was received with great rejoicing, and ex- 
doza flr- traordinary marks of efleem. The archbiihop and magif- 
riyesat trates endeavoured to prevail on him to make a triumj^al 
Jiima. entry under a canopy of ftate ; but this he conftantly refufed. 
His bad flate of health preventing his vifiting the different 
cities of his government, he charged his fon, don Francifco^ 
.with tbtt bufinefs \ whp accordingly fet out for Cuxco^ to 

examine 

f 
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Examine into the difcon^ents which prevailed in that city', 
and {)roeecd from thence to Choreas ^ and the more diftant 
provinces. By his vigilance, and the adJivity of the ma- 
giftratcs, *hc tutnuh was at tJiat time fuppreffed, and Peru 
delivered from one of the greateft dangers which had thieat^- 
cned it fincc the cftablifliment of the Spanijh government. 
After this he fet out for Charcas, where he examined every 
thing with the moft curious eye, took plans of the towns, 
made draughts of the mines of Poisfiy in wMch all the filver 
mines were accurately delineated, eftabKihed feveral nccef- 
fary regulations in the different provinces, formed an exaft 
eftimate of the revenue deducible from the new conqucft, 
and returned to Ws father at Lima, with an account of hij 
progref^ and tranfa£tions. Thence he was difpatched in the 
month of AHay 1552, with all his draughts and plans, to 
give a relation to his imperial majefty of the prefent ftatc of 
Peru ; and foon after his abfence the vicerby diedy exceed-* H// iieatJ^, 
ingly regretted by all who regarded the intereft of their coun- 
try, and kneiv the value of a moderate, wife, and honeft 
fovernor. By this unfortunate accident, the government 
evolved on the judges of the royal codrt'; who no fooner 
were in poffcffion of power, than they revived the decree for 
releafing the Indians from perfonal fervice, which was rather 
fufpended than aboliflied during th'e late adminiftration. 
However unpopular this regulation appeared, the judges al- 
ways endeavoured to enforce it, as often as the admintftration 
came into their hands. They now required the execution 
with unufual rigour 5 which raifed a ferment in all the pro-' 
vinces, cfpecially in Gharcas^ where the fervice of the /«- Troubles 
dtans was indifpenfable. To pay them would greatly dimi- i„ thepro^ 
nifh the profits of the proprietors of land^ and private intereft <vince of 
affected them more nearly than any impqlfe of humanity. Charcas. 
Crowds of difcontented £^tm/^ inhabitants, and difbaniJed 
foldiers, affembled, upon a fuppofition they would receive * 
countenance from the governor Nonojofoy who they ima- 
gined intended to a6l independently, and claim the power 
formerly ufurped by Gonzalo Pizarro. There were fome 
rcafons for this opinion, founded lipon certain dubious expref- 
fions which he had drc^t at Limai but Nonojofa's ambition 
being now gratified by the government of Charcas^ where 
he poflfeffed an immenfe eftate^ he altered his fentiments, 
and determined to fupport the government, agreeable to the 
duty of his. employment, without rifquing fo large a fortune 
in purfuit of dangerous ideal proje^s. The malcontents 
foon difcovercd they would be difappointed in their fanguine - > 
expedlations from the governor ; they rcfolvedj therefore^ to, 

turn 
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(urn their plot into another channel, and exectite theirfchemss 
without his affiftance. To obviate any difficulties he might 
throw in their way, it was agreed to put him to death, and 
fet up Don Sibajiian de Cajiilla^ the moft popular perfon in 
the province, for their commander. The malcontents fpoke 
publickly of their deiigns ; hut Nonojofa obftinately refuled 
to liften to the informations daily lodged, of a conipiracy a- 
gainft his life. His friends exhorted him to provide for his 
iecurity \ but Nomjofa could not perfuade himfelf, that fol- 
diers, among whom he was fo popular, and who had hither- 
to appeared devoted to his fervice, could fo fuddenly alter 
their afFedions, as to aflaifinate the leader they had lately 
adored. His temper was open and^nfufpicious, and this de* 
luded him into a fatal carelefsnefs ; or perhaps Jie thought, 
like Julius Cafary that it was Iietter to die once, than live in 
perpetual terror ; and that when a man was deferted by his 
friends, life was of no longer value. Certain it is, that he 
never provided guards, or in the leaft altered his former con- 
i\x& with refpe(S to himfelf, tho'he was extremely induflrious 
in what regarded the public. The confpirators went on 
Nonojofa without interruption, and entered Noncjofa*s palace without 
murdered, refinance, rufhed into his^ chamber, and loaded hini with 
wounds ^ 'f after which they run into- the ftreets, called out ' 
that the tyrant was dead, and wiQied long life to the king, 
to teftify they were enemies only to the governors of the 
country, and not traitors to their fovereign. 

Havii^g finiflied this important bufinefs» the confpirators 
fell upon, fome of the principal citizens, whom they maf- 
facred, then plundering their houfes, and committing the 
mpft ihocking barbarities. The fuccefs which attended their 
meafures rendered them fearlefs ; by beat of drum they ^f- 
fembled all the inhabitants in the market-place, proclaimed 
their leader Don Seba/iiango\tttiOXy and chief juftice of the 
province, appointed officers both civil and military, and dif- 
guifed their treafon under the thin varnifh of doing ev^ry 
thing for the public good, and in the name of the fovereign. 
In a few days they gained ppiTeffion of the town and mines of 
' Potofi^ where they found near two millions of pieces of eight, 
the property of the king, of the late governor, or of private 
perfons. They alfo detached a party to feizeupon Vera Paz^ 
and murder the marfhal Alvaradoy who commanded in that 
city ; but before their fcheme was accomplished, fortune took 
a fudden turn, and divided the confpirators againft them- 
felves. Part of Nonojofa's foldiers began to reflet on the 
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coiifcquences of fuch violent proceedings, and even to re- 
pent of the murder of their general j a horrible aftion*, vi^hich l)on Se- 
they rcfolved to expiate by ftieddlng the blood of Don Sehaf- baftian 
tian^ to whofe.ambition they now afcribed their own villainy, ajjaffina- 
They were befides in hopes, tliat this aftion woold prove io ted, and 
acceptable to the government, as to cancel all their' former Godincz 
offences. They fet about their bloody work, therefore, «^^^^^^''^- 
with the utmoft confidence ; chofe Ba/coGodinez for their ^^j^^^^^^ 
leader, and aflaffinated the general whom they had fo lately ^^^^*^' 
proclaimed with much oftentation, appointing Godinez to 
all his employments. 

A military government now prevailed in this part of the 
empire. The foldiers maffacred and fet up leaders at pjeafure, 
imitating the example of the Ijiomans towards the decline of 
the conftitution, when the fame perfon was inverted with 
the purple, and torn in pieces by the mob in the fpace of a 
week ; now the idol of the army, next day their deteftation ; 
juft ais fancy, capricei ambition, and intereft happened to pre- . 
vail. Godinez obliged the magiflrates to give fandtion 
to the appointment of the foldiers, and confirm him not only 
in the dignity of general, but chief juftice of the province of 
Charcas. By virtue of this authority, he afled with uncon- 
trouled power ; put all to death wh6 were Ihe objedis of his 
refentment, orjealoufy; caufed fcveral of the confpirators, 
engaged in the murder of Nonojofay to be executed j and put 
on the appearance of extraordinary zeal for the king's fervice, 
as if he had been forced into the rebellion, and thruft into 
thofe employments, which he held with no other view than 
ferving his imperial majefty. Even his intimate acquain- 
tance, Jiis accomplj^ces in the death of Sebaftiariy and deareft 
friends, felt the rod of power, and were aflaffinated; to prevent 
their difcovering his complicated treafons, and difappointing 
him of thofe rewards which he expeded for his vigilanoe in 
behalf of the government. He feized upon the eftate of Don 
Sebajiian^ feared left his accomplices might demand a (hare, 
and expefted the government would confirm this ufurpation, 
in confideration of the fervice h6 had performed in removing 
^ that tyrant and traitor. The inability of the royal court to 
cope with Godinez in the field, obliged the judges to have re- 
courfeto artifice, and feizethe ufurper by his own machina- 
tions. Pretending that »they were convinced of his fervices, 
in taking oiF the rebellious Sehajiian^ and declaring for the 
king, they caufed it to be fignified to him, that they defign- 
ed conftituting him general of their forces, and afiigning him 
a large eftate in the province, which his public ijpirit had . 
refcued from deftruiiion 5 advifing him to unite his forces 
i with 
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with the marlhal Alvaradoy in order ftrenuQuily to fubdutf 
the rebels, and fuppreis the intrigues of the dilcentemed* 
Whdn they had fufficiently deceived him^ they privately ap- 
pointed Aharado governor q[ Charca^ ordering him to march 
with all his forces into the province, and furprife Gadinn^ 
Godiaez who cxpe£i;ed him as an auxiliary. Every thing, fucceeded 
executed, to their wifll ; the deluded Godinez received. Absarado as his 
friend^ and was feized^ condemned,, and executed, with mofi 
of his officers. As he was led to the place of execution, the 
following proclamation was made by the hangman : ^^ This 
*^ man, for treafon to his God, his king and his country, is 
<^ condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered." 

So many peribns were involved in the rebellion of Godinez^ 
that fcarce a day pafled without the dreadful fpedlacle of men 
executed, and fevered limb from limb. The juftiees enforced 
the laws with more regard to juftice than policy and prudence. 
, This feverity raifed many enemies to the government,, and 
l^n ' 6^^^ \^\r^ to the revolt of Cuzcot headed by Franci/co Hernan- 
y ' 'g°y dez Giron, which put a flop to executions, and obliged the 
^ * royal court to apply their whole attention to the means of 
fuppreiling fo dangerous an infurre£tion* The Indians progp 
nofiicated the confequences of fuch rigorous puniihrnents^ 
and openly declaipd their apprehenfions that another rebel- 
lion would rife out of the ruins of the former, and real caufe 
of difaffcftion be given by the exceffivc feverity of the judges* 
Every corner of Peru was filled with difconrents, and re- 
founded with clamours, of the cruel proceedings againft the 
rebels. No man thought himftlf fecui^e, becaufe the fame 
laws by which the accomplices of Sebaflian and Godinez were 
puniihed, might b^xtended to all who had ferved under GoU'- 
zalo Pizarroj or bc^n engaged in the faftions of Almagro^ and 
the marq4iis Pizarro, The two laft rebellions had been 
formed by the principal citizens of Cuzco^ who poflefled large 
ihares in the mines of Potoji^ now lying unwrought on ac- 
count of the newedid, which required that no compuliiofl, 
{bould be ufed with the Indians. They refented the ftrift 
obedience required to this law, the violent proceedings a- 
gainft the rebels, and alfo feared, left, in courfe,of the proceflcs 
and punilhments every day fct on foot, their own fecret prac- 
tices might be difcovered. To anticipate the event they 
dreaded, fourfcore citizens drew up a petition to the gover- 
nor, requeuing that the edi£i might be recalled,' and a (lop 
put to thofe violent triminal procefles, which were feen with 
horrorby every man who felt for humanity. When this pe- 
tition was prefented, the governor peiufed it, and then tore 
it in pieces with indignation \ which gave fo much ofFence 

to 



to the- perfenjs cpncemecl, that . they iimfiediatf ly- laid the 
fouDcfation cf a general revolt* They engaged Giron in their 
ichemes ; and he foon became the mqft ^davQy and, indeec^ 
the leading perfon of the eonipiracy. He had, for fome time, 
watched the opportunity of gratifying ^o infatiaUe ambition, 
not at all impaired by repeated difappointment^ and waited^ 
before he declared himfelf, the iffue of the revolt, in the pre- 
vinoe of Charca^. toformed chat Alvar^ maintained a cor* 
refpondepce with Ramirez^ the governor of Cuzco^ and was 
concerting oicaAires for deflroying him and his friends, 
he resolved jto anticipate their defigns, and break out into 
open rebeiiion. For this purpo^fe Giron aileoibled his friends, 
acqju^inted them with, the danger, revealed alt the intelligience 
he received concerning the ' fchemes carried on by Aharad9 
and Ramirez^ aggravated ^very circumftatiee^ and affirmed, 
that AlvaradQ% defign was to ftrike at Guz£B^ the root of al! 
the evils of whiph he compldined^ as foon as he had lopped off 
the branches of Choreas. He exhorted KkMox^ therefore, to 
eiuer ,upon vigorous me^i^es for th^ir own prefervation, > 
;ind not tamely fuffer unjuft puniihments like their friends in 
Charcasr ^vA^x colour of law. The tauie was general to 
aU the Spanifl) planters ; all were int^refi^d in oppofmg an 
cdi£t. which rendered their mines ufelefs, ^d ^heif eftates a 
mere ineuroberance, if they were deprived of the fervices bf 
the Irt^ans i and he afiiired them, they would foen be joined 
by great numbers as foon^as it was knowln they had taken 
up arms t6 redr^fs a grievance fo general and important. 
. This ailembly confifting chiefly of citizens, who were 
proprietors of mines or eftates, dr of fbldieraof defperate for- 
tune, whofe only refour ce was in fome hew dlilurbsnce, was 
not difficult of b^elief ; little perfuaAon wft$ necefTary to en^ 
gage them to what they were before difpofed. They cbfed 
with Girin-B piopofaly and offered th^ir fervices in execu- 
ting ^ny plan for the prefervation of liberty, which he fhould 
think m to offer. A happy occafion now pnefented itfelf for 1^53, 
putting their defperate fchemes in pra<ftice. The daughter -K?y^/a:^/ 
of a rich Spaniard was to be married it Cuzcffy on the 15th day i^e ga^ver- 
of Novernhfify md the i^uiptials were to be celebrated with' great ^^ "f 
^ magnificence.; The crouds flocking to this exhibition would Cu2i<^<>* 
render eafy their prpjed to feizc on the governor and princi- 
pal magi ftrates, who were invited to the wedding. When 
the day came, Giron^ with twelve of the moft defperate of 
the confpirators, ruihed into th^ bridegroom's houfe, while 
the company were at fupper. Obfervihg f6me of them were 
making ofi; be deftfed they would fear nothing, for they 
were all (engaged in the fame meafu^es j upon which he 
' Mon. HjsT. Vol. XSXVIII. Ff fcized 
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Tetzed upon the *^6vcrnor and miagiftrates,' kUling twd or 
* three of the ritunber who offered to make rcfiftance, and 
fufferihg the reft of the company to go away tinmolefted* 
This gave fufpicion that all were concerned ; and it was a 
refined flroke of policy in Giron^ who, by this means, drew 
to his party fcveral pcrfons, before ignorant of the plot, who 
thought their being fufpeded would be equally punifhable 
with the aAual commiffion of the crime. They joined in, 
therefore, with Giron^ hoping te increafe the confpirators 
to fuch a number, as would be able to fubvert the govern- 
tnenl; and, % getting the laws into their own. hands, ob* 
^ viate the punifhments infli^bd on rebellion^ and even the 
fufpicion of difloyalty. 

When G/V^/i accompliflied his defignson the governor 
^and magiftrates, he committed them to prifon, and then 
joined his party drawn up in the market-place, making 
proclamation for all the friends of'liberty to allemble in arms. 
He then feized upon the royal treafure and the arfenal, beat 
Up for recruits in- the moft public manner, and declared that 
all he had undertaken was for the fervice of his king and 
country. He complained, that all remonftrances made to 
the royal court were contemptuoufly rejeded, and that no* 
thit^g remained but to feize upon the Aipreme authority, un- 
til the fituation of affairs could be properly prefented to his 

' catholic majefly. When he had affembied a confiderable 

force, he required of the magtftrates to conftitute him chief 
juftice ; and fuch was • his influence, or their pufillanimitf, , 
that his demand met with no refufal. The magifirates no- 
minated him not only chief juftice, but captain-general ; and 
feveral other towns congratulated him on his elevation, and 
ofiered to fupport him in his meafures with all their power. 

Advice of this revolt no fooner reached the royal courti 
than orders were liTued immediately to fufpend the execution 
' of the new ordnance, to which they chiefly attributed (be 
commotion. At the fame time Alvarado was tonftituted 
general of the forces in the fouthern provinces, who were 
ordered to march towards Cuv:/co \ and a refolution was taken, 
to aflemble an army in the neighbourhood of Lima, which 
was to join that of Aharado. To prevent thofc who dreaded 
puniihment for being engaged in the l^te rebellion, from 
throwing themfelves into the arms of the malcontents, 

* pardon, was ' proclaimed to all who had fought under the 

enffgns of Pizarro, Sibajiiattj and Godinexj provided they 
would immediately inlift in the royal army, and ferve againft 
the enemies of their king and country ; but by this time Gmn 
was fo ftrong, that he marched to Rachahamac^ on his way 

... to 
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to Lima^ to give battle to the royalifts. Here he received in-* 
telligeoce that the enemy was approaching, and was making 
preparations to bring matters to a fp^edy iKTue, when the 
defertion in his army conftrained htm to retire to a greater 
diftance. In his retreat he was purfuecl by Paolo de Menefts^ 
who had orders to harrafs his rear with a confiderable dc- Defeats a 
tachment j but this officer was drawn into a fnare, and de« royal de- 
feated with great lofs, before the main body of the royal army tatbment^ 
could come to his relief. 

This vidory was no way decifive ; but it was of th? ut- 
tnoft confequence to Giroun giving him not only leifure to 
augment his army, but enabling him to put a dop to the de- 
fertion, by iniPufing new fpirits into his foldiers. He fornied 
a condplete regiment of well difciplined negroes, befides a 
number of Spaniards^ Who embraced his caufe^ the moment 
it appeared that fortune declared herfelf in his favour, although 
they were ready to join the oppofite party. With this 
force he advanced to the plains of Nafca^ on. the fea-coaftj 
.about threefcore leagues to the northward of Lima -y while 
Alvarado^ having auembled a thoufand Spaniards^ and ten 
thoufand Indians^ ^&^ ^^^ march from Charcas^ and took 
pofTeifion of Cuzco^ for the king, in the abfence of Giron. 
Here, being joined by feveral detachments, he thought him- 
felfin a condition to cope with the rebets; he fet out in ' 
queft of Giron<i who then feemed to dcfpife the enemy^ 
rlufhcd with their late victory, fo eafily obtained, they ima- 
gined every thing muft yield to them ; bu t Giron j udged other- 
wife, recommended caution as well as valour, and bid thenpi 
fight as men whofe future happinefs depended on their cou- 
rage, and who had their fortunes to (hape with their fwords*- 
He afTured them, that, befides a numerous body of Indiansj 
there were a thoufand well difciplined Spaniards^ veterans 
inured to fatigue and adion,^ advancing againft them from 
Limdy befides the ftill more powerful forces marching from . 
Cuzco^ under the condud of ^/z/i^r^^ ; *' However, added he^ 
^* if I had but four hundred men, on whofe fidelity I could 
*^ depend, I {hould make no doubt of viSory ; fince the 
^^ battle is not to the flrong and numerous, but to the una- 
<^ nimous and valiant, to them who obey their general, and 
** not to thofe who each of them afpire at commanding.'* 
When he had taken ofFthe rafli confidence of his foldiers* 
without damping their fpirits, or blunting the edge of their *■ 

courage, he marched and tookpofleffion of an advantageous 
pofl near Chugnincay on the road the enemy mufl pafs, wifh- 
ing for nothing more than to be attacked, in this fituation* 
by the royalifls. Rocks, woods, and precipices^ made his 

F f 2 army 
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army inacccffible on every fide ; but G/r^« Artfully cbnccalai 
the ftrcngth of the poft, the more readily to (educe Jhara^ 
into an engagement : however, the ftratageih-fitiied. Jfftwi- 
rado knew the ground, and furrotmded it with intention to 
cut 06^ kW fuppliesof provifion frort the tebd^, and rtducc 
them to the nedeffity ofehgagirig on lefs iaflvantagedus tejrms, 
or furrenderirtg at difcrction, to kvoid being famiffaed. This 
meaftte Was condu<5led with fo much addrefs, that Gffonh 
trpops were foo^ brought to great extremity, of which ;^- 
varaio received notice by an officer who dcferVed to him, 
and gave him further informatfon, that the rebels intended to 
decamp in the night, a:hd force their >w^y irtirough liisIiileD^. 
The deierter further alledgijd, that Gtron^z camp might eaflJy 
T>e forced, as all his troops were difdd^nfcnted With the hard- 
'ihips they TufFered, and fo ficWy as fcarce to be^Mc to bear 
arms : upon which Alvdrado^ changing hfs refolution, gave 
Gains a ordefs to 'prepare for an attack. This Was p^ecifely what 
complete Q}/(ffi tvifted for. He drew up his men to receive rhe'encmy, 
nfuiTyO' and animated them with the certain profpt^^ of viflory, and 
To" III ^ Speedy iffue to theJr fufFenhg^. There Were only tWo acccf- 
^oya tj s. ^jj^j^ ^^1^^ j^ j^jg camp, atnd fcr their defence be chofe thofe 
foldiers in whom he hid the greateft cbnfidence. Here tte 
'aflault began. In one place the royalifts were bWigidV 
'cr6fs a river, up to the neck ; and, in another, to match i- 
Ibng a defile encunibered with rocks and buflies, aird fo haf- 
*rb W, that fcarce thfec men tould walk a-breaft. They Were 
ibnt bfFas fail as iheyjjdvartced, "by repeated well direSeJ 
•difcharges of fire-arms. The canndh made dreadful havodcj 
'yet the marflial perfcvered, leading hiis men on to ibtCOT^ 
aflaults, and renewing the charge with fuch obftjnaciy, 'thjt 
had not a pannic feized the foldiers, the whole army muft 
liav'e infallibly periflred. Atf-eady f wb-diirds of 'hts men weire 
Mlled' Or taken prifbners ; and Alvaradoy m deipair, ^'s 
fei^rchift^ tip With the Ikift divifion, when the Toldiery, p^rV 
cctviri]^ the fate of their companions, and the dreadful Co- 
inage made by the rebiel artillery, turned their backs, |flfa 
with great precipitation, and citnedoS Hharado in theci'oua 
tof fugitives, in d:efpite of his utmoft ehdeav6urs rather to 'pc- 
iffli than'furvive the Ihaiiie of Hi^ difgrace. Above four, 
hundred and fif^of the rdyalifts'Werc'^kiired or taken ; 'ii/^iff 
this inSJiortant viftory Tcdft GirdnXio tebb thanfdventeen of 
his foldiiers, who were foon replaced by the [Jrilfah6rsV Whd 
inlifted themfelveg, and embraced the Tide for Which'fortuHc 
feemed'to declare. The bo6ty w^s immenfe, iand cVeO 'ex- 
ceeding any thing ever before feen even in that rich country. 
The richcfrpfanters in'lVft fervcd in ^tvaraia^^ ariaiy, ^^^ 

had 
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had arms and equipages fuitable to their wealth and oyer- . 
grown fortunes.' Every tl^ng was adorned ^ith gold, filvrcr, ' 
^nd precious ftot^es ^ the borfe furniture and arms were pacr 
ticularly fplendid ; and To certain were tbey^of vkStory^ that 
fome preparations had aiSuaUy been made for a c^agnificent 
trivmphal c^try tn(o Zr/Vw.\ 

Ti|£ co^fufion Qcca&oped by'thU defeat among the rdy<; 
^^l&^ would have giyen the enen^y the gre^teft advantages^ 
hsi^Giron known as well how to purine as to gain a vidiory. 
Many ^nfifled thaf the marfl^al was (letraye^ withput wf^icl^i 
ne could i^ot poi&My have been defeated ; and fo far ^acl this 
opinion prevailed, that fufpicion fell upon particular perfons. 
Xhe judges met in council to pafs judgment on the fuppofed 
^ifninab j ar\d thfy v^e^eJM ft preparing to cpnfign to capital 
punKho^e^t the juftice Saniillm^ when letters arrived from 
Alvarado^ and his officers, which fully cleared that gentle- ^ 
man, by repitirig the rqaj caufes of this fnisfortunp. The 
'marflial Uid the blame on the difobfdience of his foldiers ; 
^ut his officers charged him with ipaibnefs, ai)d injudicioiifly 
attaching the enemy in an iinpregi^able fituation, \Yhen he ^ 
fnight have forced them txx furrender without fhedding a drop 
of ii^loofi* Lorenzo de Aldena even ventures to reiledt on his 
coiii'ag^ } for.hc adds at the clo/e of hjs letter, *' They fay 
*^ thp marAs^l i? )youndfe<lj.Jjat \ api fure it was neither 
f^ witl^ fightings or gjvjng encouragement to bis foldiers.'' 
Whereas the ^ncmy, i^nd filqoft alL the reft of his owp 
pfficers, do hjm ample juftjce in this refpe^, and a0irm, that 
tb< impftviofity pf his couragj^ muf|; have occafioned the en- 
ijre deitrudion of his foldiers, but for the rjeafons we have 
H^entioaedv No^hif^g waj if?^nting to pomplete GJron^s (i^c- 
c^fsy but to ifnprove ;he advantage he obtained by his valour, 
a(>d puf fpf the epf^ny y^ith yigpuri^vbik t))ey werediibea/t^ped 
^d ^vid^. Tj^e bench qfjuflg^ tell into wi^rm dilpute^, 
l^^c^her they pught tp accpo^paiiy t|ie army, to give tiie ge- 
l^er^l more authQrjfy, anjd prevent the murij^uriqgs .9f the 
ioldiefs j An4 this s^^ yas ^ariply debated in jbe town- 
)|opfe of Limax lyhiiie t|ie army ought tp be fpsplpypc} in the 
fteid, to prevept fuc^ confeq^ieftces j^ pight natjffally have 
ijefea p^ptSt^A from a dej^e^t. Happily for the rpyalifis, 
jCftro^ remained five pf fpc Jfif^\^ JB^j^^ve in hjs Imgregnable 
|ca^P5 CQntenting hii;qfelf with- ../ending detaci)n;ijepts to 
fS^isfcOj Jrfguep4iy ^a Pa^^ ,^nd otlfj?f .pi^i^es, fo pluflfJ^r and 
jjefpoil svitboi^j Jjp^t^ipj? pr rejlri^tiop. Ei]depyo.ifrs ft tlje 
iarpe tina^ w^f^ u^d jp aug^ept the army, ;v^|iicb, by 4?ie^ns 
pfthe prifoi^erp th^ injiftel, aqd t^f yoiu|^eers that every 
Jay fioclfLed (9 Qif^off's yidorious baquifrsi ftion increajed to a 
-' ^ f ' ^^ - V " thoufand 
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O^ends thoufand Spaniards^ exclufive of the detachments, Indians afi4 
i/je citi- Negroes, To complete his train of arttllery, which was 
xens of " much inferior to that of the enemy* he ordered the great 
0UZCQ. bells of Cuzco to .be caft into cannon, and infcribed 
with the motto *' Liberty;" the cant teriri ufed by all fc- 
ditious perfons to conceal an^bjtion, and difguife rebellion 
againft their king and country. The royalifts made a pro- 
per ufQ of this circumAance ; they exclaimed againft it as 
a piecp of impiety and facrilege, which the Almighty would 
not fail to puniOi. The citizens of Cuzco ecchoed the cry, 
becaufe they refented the cruel pillage made by Giron's de- 
tachment, which had entirely alienated their minds from his 
intereft. 

Wretched was the condition of both parties ; Spaniard 
and Indians were equally fufterers by thefe dreadful civil 
wars and frequent rebellions. • It was but lately that the 
royalifts were (bedding the blood of their countrymen by 
the legal forips of courts, apd plundering and maflacring the 
adherents of Giron^ who now retaliated the injury wifh a 
vengeance on the heads of all thofe who had declared them* 
felves enemies to his caufe, or even kept a-loof with defign 
of joining the ftronger fide. Many citizens, in Cuzcoy were 
not only ftiipped of their bftates, but deprived of their lives. 
Scarce a hou(e efcapedthe fury of the foldiers, and the ci- 
tizens were no lefs incenfed at Gironh avarice than the 
clergy at his facrilege. Both united againfl; (lim, and 
compofed fo formidable a body, that he was forced to fend 
for his wife and children, not chufing to truft his family in 
a city which had now openly declared its enmity. All this 
wc may afcribc to Giron's own imprudence, for he might 
eafily have fecured the friendfliip of the capital, could he 
only have moderated his revenge and avarice. The inha- 
bitants of Ouzco favoured his caufe, wete enemies to the 
new edi£i, and ftrongly prejudiced againft the judged for 
the fevere pifnifhments inflided on all who oppofed its efia- 
» blifhment j but now they perceived that Giron's arm was. 

not to defend the property and rights of the Spoftiards^ but 
to acquire the jjowcr of plundering and executing his coun- 
trymen with impunity. It was this change in the fentiments 
. of the citizens, ' whicl^- determined Giron to march to the 
pleafant vale of 71uca^ where he refreflicd his troops, and 
gave himfelf up to rural <ports, until advice arrived that 
the royalifts augmented to two thoufand men, were march- 
ing diredly to Cu^coy with a finfc train of artillery, and nu- 
merous army of Confederate Indians. He then retired to a 
flrong pafs, about forty leagues fouth of the capital, where 

he 
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he potted fais aroiy in fuch a manner as rendered an attack 
extremely dangerous, if not impradicable. This was the 
peculiar province of GzV^ ; no general was ever morejudi-' 
cious or fortunate in the choice of ground for encampments.' 
His wings and front were inacceffible by rivers, woods, rocks, 
or morafles,.and behind he w^sfecured by a deep rapid ftream, / 
which, however, did not obftru£t his communication with 
the adjacent country. Beiides, he commanded th^ province 
of Choreas by this pafs, and thereby rendered himfelf abfo- 
lutely mafier of the treafures of P^uji. His troops were 
not oi)]y regularly paid, but fuch a fiind was laid up as might 
enable him to profecute the war for a feries of years, were 
money the only requifite, ^ 

Mean time the royal army paifed the rivtrs yJmencay and jj p^rjlied 
^perimac, in their way to Cuzco^ and met with confiderable^ the 
refiftance from parties detached by Giron to difpute thtiv royal ar-^ 
^^ge. The artillery was carried with great labour, and my^ 
employed no lefs than ten thoufand Indians^ every piece 
of cannon being fixed to a long beam, longitudinally fup^ 
ported by t^anfverfe beams laid upon the ihoulders of the 
natives. In this manner the royaJifls arrived within a few' 
leagues of Cuzco^ when they received the unfortunate Ae^^s, 
that a detachment of their forces^ under Gomez da St>lis^ wa!< 
defeated ziArequepa by Piedrabita j immediately they purfued 
their m^rch to Pacava^ the firong poft in which Giron was 
encamped. Giron was in hopes the enemy's fuperiority in 
numbers would prompt them to attack him as they had done 
^tQhuq^enca'^ but they prudently refifted all the baits he 
threw out, and plainly evinced that they were grown wifec 
by experience^ They encamped within fight of the rebels, 
in ap oped plain, where the cavalry i^ight a& with free- 
dom, ^nd maintained perpetMal (kirmi(hes, in which it was 
obfervable the enemy had generally the. advantage; notwith-« 
ftandiog Gtfm^ij^ affirms their artillery was of no ufe, ^* Pro--' 
^< vidence forbidding that the facred metal, of which the 
«« churches were defpoiled, (hould be employed in the de- 
^< ftrui^ion of mankind," For feveral day& the two armies 
watched e^ch other, without, any attempts on either fide to 
come to a general engagement;' however, Giron was at 
length encouraged to attack the royalifts by the conftant 
fupei;iority be had in ikirmifhitig, and cextain reports that 
the caution of the judges proceeded from their apprehen- 
fions with refpe(St to the fidelity of their foldiers. It w^s, 
befides, rumoured, that th^ enemy were in great want of 
powder, matches, and all kinds of ammunition ; and this 
report, though artfully propagated by the judges, was fo ca-» 

Ff4 iiiy 
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fily credited ^J Qiron^ that be laid afide bis ufiiil canticMi, 
^i^ refolved to ?^&. aiFenfivel3r. . He called a council of his 
o&cer^f in which it was, refolved to make an aiTauIe in tfac^ 
nigbt, upon a. i:ert;aJO qqafter of the enemy's camp. His 
officers hsd in a manner been fbrced into a conceffion by 
the earneftner$ with which be urged the propofal ; for it 
was the unanimous opinion, that he fhould hold himfelf ciofe 
in his quarters, maintain all U^e advantages of hia fituation, 
' and thereby compel the enemy to decamp for want of ne- 
ceiTaries, or fight at a great di(advants^e« In complaifancef 
however, to him, they fubmittcd, and Giron regarded their 
obedience as a proof of their being convinced by the force 
of his arguments, which ferved to confirm him the more in 
Is reput' bis refolutiop. Accordingly a maftei* of his army was made 
>^</> in the evening, whence it appeared that feveral had deferted, 

and probably apprifed'theroyalifts of his intention. Yetcauld 
not this unfortunate circumftance divert his refolution ; on 
the contrary, fearing left the dsfertion might continue, and 
thinking it probable that the enemy would foon be.rein^ 
forced, he haftened to put his proje£k in execution, and con-r 
certed bis plan witbib much prudence and ability as merited 
fuccefs. About two oVIock in the morning, when the moon 
was down, he fallied out of his camp at the head of iur 
hundred muiketeers, tWQ hundred pikemen, a regiment 
of negrots^ and about thirty horfe. The black regiment 
bad orders to advance with all poffible filenice to the front of 
the enemy, and there to make a diverfion ; while, with the 
bulk of his army, he &I1 upon the rear. That his men 
ihould be able to diftingui(h each other in the dark, they 
y9trt cloathcd in white \ and had, befidi^s, a word of battle, 
to prevent confufion, and enable them to rally, in cafe they 
ihotihl happen to fall in diforder : every thing was executed 
with the utmoft punctuality % but the enemy had entirely 
altered their pbfition upon the intelligence of the deferters, 
and marching out of their intrenchments, drew up in order 
of battle on the plain, planting their artillery in fuch a 
manner as to take the j^ailants in -flank, according to the 
advices they heard of their intended difpofition. The negroe 
regiment, meeting with no . refiftance on the front, entered 
die camp, killed feveral Indians and mules, and were return- 
ing in aftonifhmenx at what bad become of the enemy, when 
they were faluted by a volley of grape-fliot, poured from the 
mouths of eleven pieces of cannon, which almoft cut off the 
whole corpp. Gir«», . at this «me, was firing with great 
fiiry upon the rear of the* enemy's camp 5 when, to his great 
Airprife, a ihower pf bullets came upon him; from another 
a quarter. 
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quarter, which gave him the fiift notice ef bi$, dKkppohie^ 
liient, and determined him to make the beft retreat in his 
power, although he Aiftained but little damage*. Yet he 
coold not prevent two hundred of his men from deferring 
hitn, riotwithftanding his difpofttion v^as fo good that be re^ 
gained his camp without any lofs fron) the enemy. The ana (kfer* 
condu<S of the juftices was no lefs admirable. When they *^^* 
obferved the rebels retiring, an attempt was made to purfue, 
left Giron might face about, and by this fudden motion a- 
lartn the troops, as if they had been drawn into an ambuf- 
eade. Every man was ordered to keep within the works, 
on pain of death, and the purfuit wholly entrufted to a de- 
tachment of horfe, that made fome unfuccefsful attacks on 
the enemy^s rear. : 

6ucH was the ifiue of the battle of Pmera^ in which not 
above twenty men were flain on both fides, unlefs we ex- 
cept the lofs f»|ftained by the negroe regiment,, of which the 
Spanktrds never made any account, regarding the death of 
a (lave, and of a brute, in much the fame light. Giron 
found hii^felf ftill in a condition to nfaintain his poft againfl 
all- the power of the royalifts. The three following days • 
he kept the judges in perpetual alarm, obliging them every 
^ght to draw up in battalia. Next day he drew out his 
army, as if to decide matters by an equal battle in the open 
field, or rather to draw the enemy on to attack him in his 
ftrong fituation ; but this motion was attended with a con* 
fequcnce very unfortunate to him, byfurnifliing Vafque%^ 
with twelve more officers, in whom Giron had great con-r 
.fidence, with an opportunity of deferting. Vajquez had 
brought with him a filver helmet belonging to the lieutenant- 
general Piedrahitaj in token of his rerolutibh to come over 
to the judges, as foon as a fair occafion offered. The in- 
trfligcnce was extremely acceptable to the judges, who, $111 
now, entertained only faint hopes of reducing Giron with 
hishandfy] of foldiers; they, therefore, iffued immediate or- 
ders for the troops to keep within their quarters, and avoid 
fkirmifhing, only fending out parties to facilitate the dcfer- 
tion. 
^ G IRON was confou^idcd with the Infidelity of Vofquex } 
ftill, however, he did not defpatr. He endeavoured, by the 
moft foothing and animating expreffiqns, to fecure the affec- 
tion^, and fuftain the fpirits of his foldiers. To prevent 
their being affeded with thq departure of the treacherous 
fafque^y i^e laid before thcnfi* the reafbns that induced htm 
to enter upon the^^hterprife, which was nothing ]efs than 
,the defence of their rights, properties, and lives, and ac* 
* . * quaintcd 
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quainted them with what they muft exped, if they followed 
the example of their perfidious companions. ^' Be not 
** troubled, faid hcj for the Idfs of Vafquez j he is but a 
^ ^* man, and we can do without his affiftance. Let me dif- 
^' fuade you from trufting to the pardon which he imagines 
•* he has fecured by his treachery. No enemy ever yet re- 
** warded a traitor, or encouraged him longer than while 
<* he was neceiTary to their purpofes. You may reft fa- 
" tisficd, that, hoWever they may carefs Vafque% for the 
<< prefent, hi$ life will be the price of his treachery, the 
*' moment I am fubdued, and that he at prefent owes his 
*' fafety to our refiftance, and not to their efteem or regard.- 
^^ I have no value for my own life, but as it may contri- 
^< bute to your fafety ; for I am confident of the puniihroeot 
*' in wait Yor all thofe who truft to the promifes of the 
<< judges, who will make no fcruple of hanging up a deferter 
*^ with his pardon about his neck. It is valour alone that 
** can place you. beyond the power of our enemies, and 
<' fecure you againft an ignominious death. Our fituatioa 
<' is by no means deijpcrate \ if we ar^ unanimous, we ihall 
*< fiitl be vidorious ; at leaft we ftill haVe this fatisfadioOf 
*' that we die ^ith our fwords in our hands, in the defenco 
' ^^ of freedom, and have efcaped that igpominious puni(haieat 
f' due to the credulity and perfidy of our aiTociates." 
^ A BAY of hope Teemed to dart into the foul of Ginn 
from the efFed this fpeech produced on his foldiers. Every 
fentence was ecchoed with applaufe i but fcarce had the day 
pafTed before a third of the whole number deferred. This 
threw him into defpair ; he every moment expeded to be be* 
trayed into the hands of his enemies* and could devife no other 
means of warding off the danger, than by taking refuge in the 
mountains ; which refolution he put in praSice the fame 
night, without communicating his defign to one individual, 
leaving the few remaining troops to ibift for themfelves, 
GirtrCs flight was no fooner known in his camp, than Al' 
var4ida^ who a<Sled in quality of lieutenant-general, went in 
fearch of him, with a hundred men, devoted to his fervice; 
but taking a difl^erent rout, were all furprifed and taken 
by one of the king's generals, detached by the judges 
in purfuit of the rebels, of whofe flight they were informed 
by feveral deferters. Nine of the principal officers were exer 
cuted on the fpot, and the reft of the prifoners fent to Cuzcn 
under a firong guard, there to receive^ agreeable to legal 
forms, the punifliment due to their crimes. Another oflthe 
rebel generals had the good fortune to go over to the royal 
army) with great part of the forces, Ipcfore Gironh flight 

W«5 
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V92LS known, and for fome time enjoyed the benefit of the 
pardon that was publifted ; but he was hanged up after-f 
wards for this rebcHion, by order of the next viceroy, who 
paid no regard to* the pardon granted by the judges. A3 ISS4» 
for the unhappy Qtroriy he wandered alone for feveral days 
through patlilefs, defart mountains, hiding himfelf in woods. 
and caverns. At laft he was difcovered by fome of his faith- 
ful foldiers, who refolved to participate in his misfortunes. 
They comforted each other for fon)e days in their affliftion, 
and then fell into the baits laid by their enemies. Giron was Giron 
taken prifoner, fent to Limay and publickly executed, his taken and 
head being fixed up over thofe of Gonzalo Pizarroy zn^ e^fewted. 
Francifco Carvajal. Thus ended the rebellion and life of 
Francifco Hernandez Girony who had diftinguiflied himfelf by 
aSions truly glorious, had they bceq performed ia the fer- 
yice of his king and conntry. 

On the arrival of the marquis CanneiOy who was appoint- Jifarquh 
ed by Phi/ip II. to fucceed Mendoza^ moft of the rebel officers, Carineta 
even thof<? who had deferted before their afFairs became de- made njict^ 
fperate, were executed. The viceroy njade his publick entry roy of 
into Limay in the mon^h of July 1557, and was received with Perq. 
all the refpe6^ due to his exalted dignity and high quality. 
Immediately he placed guards on all the roads leading to ' 
the great cities, with orders ftridlly to examine all paffengers, 
and feize any papers found upon them, the better to difcover 
the plots and confpiracies which might be in agitation. 
Even Spaniards were required to make ufe of paflports in 
travelling from one town or province to another. All the 
cannon, fmall arms, and ammunition, in the different cities, 
were carefully collefted, and lodged in magazines and arfe- 
nals, to be opened pnly with leave from the viceroy, and 
every poffible ftep was taken to fupprefs any forming rebel- 
lions, and extinguilh the latent fparks of the late confpiracy. 
Several of the principal officers engaged in the revolts of Pi^ 
%arrOy Sebajiiany GodineZy and now of Giron, were banjQied, 
and their eftates confifcated, or fent into the galleys. All 
the commiffions granted by the judges were revoked, and 
new appointments made. To filence at one ftrokc all mur- 
murs againfl thefe arbitrary proceedings, he ordered feveral 
perfons who had exprefled their difapprobation of his mea- 
furqs, to be feized and fent to Spainy linder pretence of re- 
commendihg them to the king for rewards which he could 
hot beftow. 'Thefe were the fteps taken by the new vice- 
roy to enfotce obedience to the laws, and imprefs a favour- 
able opinion of the vigour of his adminiftration. Hitherto 
only the Spaniards were confidered as objefts of his policy ; 

, he 
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^C now turned his attention towards the aatives> ^nd labourr 
ed to i^ttach them to the govej-cment by ads of oiildneis aad 
liberality. His firft ip^de^vour was to prevail on Sayri Tar 
pacj 9 prince' the neareft in blood to the late incs^ A£anc9 
Capfiinj and regarded by the hdians as the legitimate fpvereiga 
pf the empire, to quit the woods and mountaii^s in which b^ 
foncealed himfeif, accept o/ tlie friendly offers of the Spa^i 
niarjs^ and a yearly appointment fufficient to maintain the 
fplendor of his exalted rsnk and quality. To render the 
negotiation lefs difficult, he applied to Donna Beatrix Corjog 
, aunt to the young prince, to ufc her influence with his guar-? 
dians, and aflure them that no deceic was intended, the pro- 

J)of^I refulting entirely from the viceroy's fincere defireof 
eeing Spaniards and Indians united in the ftrongeft bonds of 
amity, and all enjoying equal happinefs under his govern- 
ment. Accordingly this lady difpatched a mefl^nger of the 
blood-royal to the mountains of ^tlca Pon^q^ where the court 
refided. After encountering manifold di£^culties, the ipeij^n- 
ger was admitted into the prefence of the prince, his guar- 
dians, counfellors, and captains, who directed bis affairs dur- 
ing his niinority, and the ylceroy^s propofal w^^ taken into 
6ne of the confideration. Tho' it was brought by a kiniinan from a 
inca lady, whom they knew to be ftrongly attached to the royal 

frinces family ; yet they could not help fufpefting tjie fincerity of 
pre'vatUd ^^ Spaniards^ and regard|ing the overture a^ a ftratagcro to 
fin to ac ggj ^^ young prince into their hands, poflSLbly to treat him 
c^ a fin* jj^ the fame manner they had done the inca Jtabt4alapa. Th«t 
*^^* no precaution might be omitted, ^his little. fugitive court dif- ' 

patched an exprels to Cuzcoy with inftrudions to found the 
real fentiments of the Spaniardsj and examine narrowly 
whether they had no^ deluded Donna Beatriz, by fpecious 
appearances. As thefe mutual embaffies took up'more time 
than the vipetoy pxpe£ted; he grew impatient ; and thinking 
to accelerate n^atters, he changed a friar, who had gaioeil 
fome reputation as a politician, with a commiilion immedi- 
ately to the prince; but fo cautious were the In^ians^ that 
fihjey feized all the pafles, and forbid the friar accefs to the 
court. However, Donna Beatrix at laft finiibed the bufinei^i 
by going in pprfon to the mountains of FiUa fompa^ pi:er 
fenting the prince with certair^ proofs of f he; fincerity of 
the Spaniards^ aqd demonftrating that the propofals made 
by the marquis were perfectly coniiftpnt mfh policy, an4 
that rule of adminiftration which he adopted, of uniting the 
Indians and Spaniards in one common interefi.. ^t^ warm 
debates in the council, the pioppfal was atJength accepted, 
and an inilrument made out> whereby ^he inca confented to 

quit 
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^nit the ttfountain$,-and Hvt amohg the Sfanlards^ ?n c6nfi- 
deratioh of the anniial reventic of feventeen thoufani ifkx^s 
<of eight ; to fecure rtie paymerrt of ^?ch the cftate of Ffdh- 
tifco^ Hemantkx^ part of the valley 6f Yity^ together wrt!h 
land^ *j^nd Iraiians in the jurffcKflton o/f Ca2f«, were fettWd 
upon him for life, and duritig his peaceable condudl. Hej 
fcefides, enjoyed the title of lord of the valley of Kgr j a po6r 
equivalent for his cmpjfe, tefcicb he, however, wilKngly ac- 
ciepkeid, as foon as he "was made fenfible that the vicerdy 
wks fi^knis in the offer. Garcilajfoy indeed, alledges; that 
Nirliciltte inftrument was prefettted to ?irih in grit paper by 
the arcbbiihop, he took up the fringed velvet covering updn 
-the 'table, and folding a corner of it in his hand, exclafim- 
"esa, ^* AH this table and fringe formerly 'bdongeft to me 5 
** but how the Spaniards repay me with a fmgle thread for 
** the forppoi^ of my dignity, mV houfhold, friends, aHd 
« faihily." ^ ■ 

The reccfntiling the inca to the Sptmijh gt>vernhxfent was 
certainly aiiiaftcrly ftroke ; but the marquis Canneta puntfli- 
ed thofe whb had ever appeared in arms agaiflft the'kinjg 
^fli fo much tigour, thsltlie raifed a great number of ene- 
ttids to tiJs adffliniftratidft. 'Complaints were 'dalily (kxiring 
In upon tbe minlftry of king Philips Vhich rehder^d it ner- 
•ceflKry to ap{)ofnt a n^W vfcaroy, as the onlyliieans of ap- 
^iedfing'the ihurmUi's. Accordingly Don Dhgo Aztuado wa^ 
Ijofeinatitd to that qUality ; but he dying on his voyage, thb 
"govcrnrriehtHeVolVcd oh itit Cofide deNnreva 5 and he agaiii 
'■was ih a Httle i'ltnt fuccfeeded hy Don'Pfanctfco deTdeddy 
lindidrlvhob'thfe perfecution of the royal 'blood of theincas 
Hiv^s revived. It was now difcovered thdt ^ayri Tapac hati Ptrficu- 
.yh felder brbiher, the gfartdfon of Mdnto Oapac, v^hoi^fo tion 0/ the 
kept his dbu ft in 'the mountains, in ofder'tb avoid thfeflavifli ''«<'^^« 
pondage impbfed on the reft of the Indians. The title to 
/fovereigniy. It ^oiild appear, was difputed 'by the'frienids of 
the young princes, and each of thchi maJntaihed a 'little ' 
coart, which juft fervedfo 'remind th6m of their birth-right. 
"By this tifite Saj^{ ^dpuc was dedd \ and indeed rcriiovecf, 
a3 fome imagine, by poifdh, to e'afe'the 5f ^>7/^ govefnmerft 
iif 'the load of his ih'aintenance ; fo that Tdpac Jmaru^hsid 
-an undtfputed iUimto the thtotte of hfe aiiceftbrs. The ^ 

viceroy was defirous of drawing thts'lprirtce fromhis retire^ 
Vherit, either upon the fame ptirtdple with his pfed^c^flbr the 
Mil^cniis Cdnneta^ Or to prevertt the'difttirb'ahces Which might 
pbffibly arife from his p'reterifiotts. With this inteAtioln hfe 
Ibnt iheflengers to him, aiid*bffer6d to fuppbrt his royal dig- 
nity with the fame revehue Yettled upon hjs brothet, if he, 

would 
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.Would confent like him to live among the Spaniardsy and ac-i 
knowledge the fovereignty of the catholic king. The pro- 
pofal met with many difficulties, either upon accoupt of the 
fufpicions enterfained of the viceroy's real intention, or the 
reports propagated of the violent death of the prince's bro- 
ther. His friends ftrongly admoni(hed him to continue ra- 
' ther in his prefent retirement^ where he enjoyed freedom and 
independency, till a proper opportunity offered of afTerting his 
right, than to truft his life and liberty in the hands of fuch 
perfidious allies, whofe generofity was only a mafque to thev 
ambition a;id avarice. This advice the prince followed^ ajiti 
returned a fuitable aiifwer to the viceroy's meffage ; upon 
which a council \Vas held at Limay to deliberate upon the 
means of reducing the.inca to the terms required^ The re- 
fult was, that as the prince refufed to accept the equitable 
conditions offered him, he Ihould be regarded as an enemy, 
and compelled into fuch meafures as were neceilary for the 
fecurity of the Spaniards. It was added, as an additional 
reafon for taking up arms, that he had pofted himfelf in 
fuch a manner, as to ob{lru£l all intercourfe between C«zf#, 
Humancay and Rimacy oh the roads to which his Indian fub- 
jeds pillaged and robbed all the Spanijh travellers. What 
truth there might be in this allegation, we cannot pofidvely 
determine; certain we are, that the grievance was i^ever 
mentioned before the Spaniards found it their intereft to quar« 
rel with the inca ; and the truth is rendered very fuQ>icioof 
by the following argument, which was urged in council for 
coming to hoffijities ; namely, that infurre^lions might be 
railed in the empire by this claimant to the imperial dignity, 
countenanced and fupported hoth by Indians and Spaniards 
defcended from Indian mothers, unlefs timely precautions 
were ufed. Garcihfffiy indeed, pofitively denies the fad of 
the robberies, affirming that the inca's friends fupplied him 
^ with provifiori brought from the ftat country ; but never 
once ufed violence to a Spaniard or even to ^n^Indian, un* 
lefs carrying off fome cattle to anfwer the neceffities of na- 
ture, to which, however, the inca had a juft title, could be 
conftrued into rapine and plunder. 
The iti<a The viceroy, fwayed by the opinion of his council, and in 
Tapac great expectation pf recovering the hidden treafures of the 
^mara late incas, ordered a body of troops to be raifed under pre* 
taien. tence of compleating the conqueft of Chili, Garcia Loyola 
had the command of this corps» which was no fooner formed 
than he began his march to the mountains of Vilca Pompa. 
.Upon the news of his approach, the prince, with his court, 
fled twenty leagues farther into this defart country, and was 

clofcly 
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rlofcly purfued by the Spaniards, Upon this he began to 
refled, that being' neither able to rcfift their power by open 
4brcc of arms, nor to elude their fearch for any confiderable . 
time, his beft method would be to furrender himfelf before 
they were too much irritated, as he was.confcious to hrm-- 
fclf of no crime which ihould make him dread their ven- 
• geance. Accordingly he put himfelf into the hahds of Lo* 
yo/oj in full confidence that the Spaniards wobld take pity 
on a prince whom they found naked and half famiihed: 
little dici he imagine the cruel perfecution that was intended. 
.The attorney^general was immediately dire£led to make 
t>at an impeachment, in which was fet forth a number of 
the i;nofl notorious faliities. He was accufed of having or- 
dered his fervants to plunder the Spanijh merchants and tra- , 
Vellers ; of entering into a confederacy with the caziques. 
Who lived under the prote<3ion of the Spaniards j and had 
lands and lordfhips affigned them ; and of forming a ccn- 
fpiracy to overthrow the prefent government, and expel the 
conquerors of Peru, Similar proceffes were formed againft 
divers caziques, and Spaniards born of Indian mothers, as if 
they were concerned in the inca's defigns of recovering the 
imperial dignity. In confequence they were all clofely im- 
prifoned, many were put to the torture to confefs crimes of 
which they had never been guilty, and give falfe evidence 
againft their friends and relations, and the moftfliocking 
fpe£tacles of tyranny and barbarity were daily exhibited- Ali 
the kindred of the inca were banilhed to Lima^ where, in 
the fpace of two years, they all periflied with famine, iiard 
labour, or difeafes incident to the moifture of that climate ; 
while the unhappy prince himfelf was condemned to fuffer and eon- 
an ignominous death, merely to remove the fears, quiet the demnedto 
fufpicions, and gratify the avarice or ambition of the oppref- death, 
five conquerors. When fentence was pafled, his fuppofed 
crimes were proclaimed by the common cryer, to give the 
colour of juftice to the mofl iniquitous proceedings. When 
his fate was iignified to the inca, his reply was, that he 
knew of no crime he had dommitted. If the viceroy en- 
tertained any jealoufy of him or his people, he might eafily 
quiet thpfe apprehen(ions by fending him to Spain^ where he 
fliould rejoice to kifs the hands of the king: but it was im- 
poilible, he faid, that the viceroy could harbour any jea- 
loufy ; for if his anceftors, with an army of two hundred 
thoufand men, could not refift two hundred Spaniards^ entire 
Grangers in the country, how could it be conceived that he 
would attempt recovering his dominions with a handful of 
men againft the conquerors, now io greatly multiplied and 
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The inca difperfed in all the provinces I He urged^che itnprobabilkjr 
pmt to of his furrendering hixnfelf, had lie been confcioos of aoy 
death. guik : he was reofible of his innocence; and he, there^e, 
> gave himfelf up to the Spaniards^ m hopes they r:ou\d fettle 
upon him the fame revenue ailigned to bis brother. He 
appealed to the king, and the gceat Pachacamacj from the 
fentence pailed by the viceroy, who, not content i^ith enjoy-- 
ing his empire, muft likewife deprive him of his life, without 
the leaft colour of offence. <* This^ faid he, is the price 
^^ which the perfidious '^/>tf»/V?r^/ pays for my empire ; this 
*' is the return for my confidence. I am injured, and I am 
f ^ therefore to fuffer an ignominous death ; but the gods 
<< cannot behold fuch injuflice with impunity; remorfe at leafi 
, <^ will torture the breaft of the tyrant I *' A predidion which 
was verified foon after. In fuch pathetic terms did this un* 
fortunate prince bewail his fituation» and exclaim againft the 
cruelty of the viceroy, that all who heard him were deeply 
affected. The Sfaniardi themfelves prefented a petition to 
the viceroy in his behalf, exhorting him not to fully his ad- 
miniftration with fo inhuman an adion, as the murder of a 
prince deprived of hts inheritance^ and thrown upon his 
compaffiion \ but Don Francifio de TToiedo was inflexible. He 
either believed that the inca's death was eilential to the fecu« 
rity of the empire, or he had proceeded to fuch a length 
that he was afhamed to retra£^. A fcafFold was therefore 
ere£ted in the mofl public part of the city, the prince was 
Wougbt forth from his dungeon^ mounted upon a mule, a 
halter round his neck, with a cryer before him, proclaim- 
ing that he was a traitor and rebel to the catholic king^ 
When he afcended the fcafFold^ he defired to know what 
the cryer faid ; ain) being informed, he exclaimed in a kind 
of phrenfy,^ <^ Let it be publifbed to all the world, that I am 
^^ faldy accufed, and that 1 now die, only becaufe it is the 
*' pleafure of the tyrants" With thefe woj-ds bt ftretched 
forth bfs neck to the executioner, his head was fevered with 
oneflroke from his body, and the air was immediately filkd 
with the lametitabie cries of the Indians, and the groans of 
Spaniards themfelves, who could npt behold this a<St ot baf- 
bariiy unmoved* Thus ended the male race of the royal 
blood, and the troubles of Peru. Toledo was recalled foon 
after, feverely reprimanded by the king for his crueltyf bis 
eilate fequef^ered to the crown, and himfelf confined tohis 
,houie» where he died of grief, lemorie, and chagrcp. 
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SECT. XL 

}h which the Reader will meet with an Account of thd 
Origin^ KingSy Laws^ Religion^ LeOrningy&cc. of 
the ancient Mexicans. 

XTIT" E prcKieed now t<J give a concife view of the ancient 
^^ biftory of Mexico^ which, according to the order ob- 
ferved in the preceding volumes of our labour^, (hould have 
gotie befdre theconqueftj but we prefumed to make this 
alteration in the difpodtion of the work^ for reafons extreme- 
ly obvious^ America was difcovered gradually, in confe- 
quence of a feries of expeditions made by the Spaniards. It 
would have been improper to enter upon the hiftory and de- ^ 
fcription of the country, before we recited thofe expeditions^ 
the natural order being to give iirft an account of, the means 
by which the Europeans acquired their knowledge of the In- 
iiians^ and then relate the effc&s. Had we prefented thefe 
particulars to - our readers, after the manner of the Spanijb 
writers, in the order in which they became known to the 
Spaniards^ the ancient hidory muft not only have inter-* 
rupted our narrative of the conqueft, but the defcription of 
the cuftoms^ manners, and provinces of the feveral . king>- 
doms, would have been difperfed in broken unconnected 
fcraps, which for want of method would afford neither plea- 
fure nor inftrudtion^ Yet fuch is the difpofition of Herrera^ 
and the bed Spanijh authors; the bad efFedts of which we 
experienced in courfe of the numberlefs occafions we had to 
confult thefe writers. . Agreeable to this plan, it is proper 
we (hould enquire into the ancient hiftory and Manners of 
. the Mexicans^ before we defcribe the modern government of 
that people, or enter upon the defcription of the country. 

If we may give any credit to the Me/ic&n traditionj that OAgtHhf 
empire was firft inhabited by a favage and barbarous people, thi Me^iH 
who lived naked upon fruits^ roots, and the game they took cansl 
in banting, at which they were very dexterous. Thfey had . 
. no idea of affifting nature, or cultivating the earth weaves, or 
hollow trees, were their dwellings and houfes; laws, and all 
the aSs of civil fociety,were utterly unkown to them; whence^ 
fays Herrera^ they were called Ghkhimecas^ or Qtonnies^ fig- 
nifying in the language of the country, barbarians.. Some 
of thefe nations remained uiiconquered and uncivilized in * 
the mountains in the days of Cortez \ and we find that ge-^ 
neral forming alliances with them, and making them fubfet- 
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vi^nt to his purpofe, in confequcnce of the informatioflhe 
had of their love of liberty, and deteftation of the Mmm 
government. Like the Tartan of the northern parts of 
Afiay they migrated from one province to another, juft as it 
anfwered their convenience ; and when they .went upon their 
hunting expeditions, they were attended by their women, 
the children being left fufpended upon the boughs of trees 
until their return. 

The Qhichhmca% either removed voluntarily from the 
plains of Mixico^ or were driven from thence by another 
people, equally favage, whom the Spanifl> wi'iters call No- 
vatlacaSf without giving any other account of their origin, 
than their emerging into light from the feven caves, accord- 
ing to their own tradition, and as the name imports i but 
where thefe caves were fituated, or what was dire6lly meant 
by the word, we have no information. Jcofia indeed relates 
in general terms, that the Navatlacas were compofed of fc- 
Ven tribes, who anciently dwelt in thofe countries, lying be- 
tween the thirtieth and fortieth degrees of northern latitude i 
and about the year 820 began to remove to the county de- 
V nominated Mexic$^ fpending eighty years In their progrefi. 

Tbii migration was tSt&,eA by fingle tribes, who fet out on 
their journey in fearch of new habitations, and moved on 
gradually without regard to the reft of the nation, if- a peo- 
ple unconnedcd by laws, or any kind of civil policy, dn 
with propriety be called a nation. Colonies were pknted 
by the way fo leifurely, that, according to the chrifHan 
computation, it was not before the beginning of the tenth 

ifiTrihe. century the firft tribe called Sudfimilcans^ or gardeners of 
flowers, eftabliflied themfelves on the fourti fide of the great 
lake of MixUoy where they built a city, after ,the name of its 
foimders. . 

' The next tribe that removed from t]ie northern coAti* 
nent, in queft of more comfortable habitations, weae die 
people called Chaku or the race of Chakas^. Their migra- 
tion was feveral years fubfequent to that of the Suc/nmikam. 

2 J frtit. They likewife arrived on the banks of the Mexican lake, 
were pleafed with the fituation, and refolving to iettle them- 
felves, laid the foundation of the city, called by their name 
ChaUasy fignifying, according to the interpretation of Herrtra^ 
. the people of the mouths. 
, yy.. The people called Tepeacans were the third tribe riiat rc^ 

^ '^' * moved from their own country, and fixed themfelves on the 
fertile banks of this beautiful piece of water. The city 
which they founded wa$ cUki- Jzapuzahy of aat's nefi, a 
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term given to exprefs the extraordinary increale and induftry 
cf the firft inhabitants. 

The people of the adjoining mountains, termed Calhua^ ^th Tnle. 
compoied the fourth tribe, colonized the caftern banks of 
-the lake, built the city Teziuco^ and were much admired for 
the poHtenefs of their manners, and the fweetnefs of their 
language, which, apcording to the Spanijh writers, greatly 
cxceH^d all the other dialeds of the Mexican tongue ; wiience 
it appears that all thofe tribes had one original fundamental 
language, from which arofe the different dialeSs. 

B£FOR£ .the arrival of the tribe called TlatUucans^ the 5/A Triit, 
four fides of the laJk-C were occupied,, which obliged the peo«- 
pie to continue ^beir journey acrofs the mountains, and pof- 
fefs thenifelvej of the fpot called Eaglis VaUty^ or ^jfahunat- 
bunacy now known by the name of the Mar^ifau* Here 
they built the city ^jfahuabwute^ which fome writei{s call 
^ueruavacay in a frnltful, flat, and pleafant valley. 

Thp tribe denominated Tlafcuttikansy advanced ftill fac- StiTHh^ 
tber^ and feized upon tfa^ country called TlaJiaJa, or the Lofid 
if Corn, from its exceeding fertility in grain. They corn- 
gated the utmoft drfficulties, not only from the roughne& of 
(he countries over which they pafied, efpe'cially the unhoi'- 
pitabie fnowy-mQunrain,- but the lutives, who are repprt^4 
toi'&e of gigantic ilature, and to have obflinately defeated 
the pretenfions of the Grangers. At laft, after many bloody 
bj^ttles, they were forced to , yield to fuperior numtMers, ^iid 
retreat, like the reft of the Chuhime^as and Qtonniesj to jn- 
acceifible mountams, where they preferved their iibertiea 
againft all the power of ttie Mexican empire, until the iaya-; 
fion of the Spaniards. 

At- laft arrived the feventh tribe, about three cetitAKie* 7/^ 7V/^^, 
after tbe migration of the Suchimkans. Some alleged ifeey 0^ ^^^ ^ri- 
were called Mexicans^ from their \Q9^ex Mexi. They ad- g^'» e/* '^* 
yanoed fouthwards to feek out new hajjitations, being told Mexicans. 
by their god VitzUpuiJliy that they ihooid obtain thedomidioA ' 
oyer ati tbe tribes ,wno preceded therp, and poilefs a country 
i(bo|inding jn 6ne feathers, precious mantles, gold^ filver^ 
and the moft valuable jewels. Relying implicitly pn the 
completion of this prophecy, they began their tedious jour- -^ 
ney, carrying the image of their god inclofed in a cheft, 
f^pported by the (boulders of fourpjjriefts, to whom the 
duty, according to their traditbn, revealed the courfe they 
ibould take, and the accidents that would occur in the journey. 
From thefe priefts, #ho found meafis to perfuade-this Ample 
people that they were infpired, the Mexicans received laws, 
religious ritcs^ and all the ree;ulations of civil fo^iety. They. 
, • 6 g a n^ver 
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ftever pitcbed or remored their camp but bj die advice of 
tbefe facrcd impoftors ; the priefts dircdcd when they (hould 
decampv and when fettle, probably as it anfwercd their own 
' tonveniency, and contributed to fopport their influence* 
Whenever tbev halted, an altar was eredcd in the midft of 
the camp, under the aufpices of the priefts, upon which the 
idol refled, who was fuppofed to ifliie diredions with refpcA 
to fowing, reaping, and building. Many years were confumed 
in this migration, before the Mexicans reached the promifed 
land. Colonies were left behind, and the courfe of their 
journey was marked with inftances of their ignorance, fu- 
perftitbn, and induftry. At length they arrived at Mecbca- 
ion^ where they proposed terminating their labours : but the 
god was difpleafed with their defign ; he thundered down his 
vengeance, and in one night a multitude of the Mexicans pe- 
riflied. Probably difputes arofe about the place they (hould 
chufe for their abode, and the bloodfhed which followed was 
• afcribed to the anger of the divinity. For this reafon the 
Mexicans* zff\n began their peregrinations, but with fuch re- 
ludance, that they poured out their complaints in the bofom 
of a forcerefs among them ; which coming to the ears of the 
priefts, they declared it was the will of the deity, (he and 
and her family (hould be left behind. The forcerefs finding 
herfclf abandoned, founded a town called Malinakop ever 
lince reputed famous for witchcraft, aiEgned for the refidence 
of the magicians employed in the fervice of the emperors, 
as appears by what we have reported of Motezuma^s ordering 
the necromancers to iftop the progrefs of Cortez. Acojla re- 
lates a number of fabulous particulars from the Mexican tra- 
dition, which we will not ftop to tranfcribe ; fufficient it is 
that all the lands round the lake being already occupied, this 
tribe was forced to have rccourfe to arms and intrigue, to 
procure a fettlement in the fpot fixed upon by their deity. 
At laft they obtained a little eftablifhment on certain iflands in 
the lake, on condition of paying a tribute to their countrymen, 
who founded an exclufive right in conqueft and pofTeiEon. 
This proving irkfomc to the free fpirit of the people, the 
priefts gavefout, that Vitzliputjli appeared to them in a dreatn, 
and commanded the Mexicans to fix their abode in that part 
of the lake where they (hould find an eagle perching on a 
fig-tree, riling out of 'tfirdck. Immediately they fet out in 
fearch of this habitation, and found a moft beautiful- eagle 
fitting, as had been defcribed, on the fig-tree, the wings 
expanded, the eyes fixed upon the fun, and a little bird 
ftruggling to get out of her talons. ' All fell down and wor- 
Ihipped thp objedt^ Hfrrira alledges, that they offered hu<r 
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man facrifiees^ and fprinkled the tree with the blood of one 
of the children of the forcerefs, left behind at Malinalco. ' 
It was on this very fpot the Mexuans built the city of TVc* ^ 
nahtitlan^ or the Tuna tree on a rock. Hence- were taken the ' 
Mexican arms, of. an eagle with her wings difplayed, gazing 
intenfely upon the fun, a fnake in her talons, and one foot 
refting en the branch of a fig-tree, to which the enopero^ 
CbarUs V, made fome additions after the conqueft of the em- 
pire by the Mexicans. Gratitude to the god was the firft care Mexica 
of tht Mexicans. Accordingly they ereded an altar in the ^«/7/, 
midft of the ifland, in which they repofed the idol of their 
'S9^$ ^"^ then fell to woiJc in building a city, which they 
divided into four quarters, now called the wards of St. Johny 
St. Mary Rotunda^ St. Pauly and St. Sebajiian. They ex<p . 
changed filh, hogs, and wild fowl, caught in the lake, 
with their neighbours for timber, ftone, and other materials ^ 
for building ; they joined feveral iflands by br idges» filled up 
great part of the lake with timber and ftbne-work, and thus 
raifed the foundation of the famous city of Mexico^ by very 
early proofs of their genius, invention, and induftry. - The 
inhabitants being diftributed into the (everal wards, the gre^t 

Sod Fiizliput/Ey or rather his priefis, direded that each 
jould have its tutelary deity to prefide over the ward in a 
Xubordinate capacity to the fupreme divinity. To thefe the 
priefts gave names, and affigned places of worfliip ; which 
was no impolitic method of encreafing the number of the 
facerdotal tribe, and extending their influence. 

HERRERA mentions an eighth tribe, which migrated 8/^ Trihe^ 
from the north, after the building of Mexico^ and notwith* 
ftanding this circumftance is omitted by other hiftorians, it 
feems to be as well founded as the reft, every one of which 
is replete with fable and abfurdity. This tribe was diftin- 
guifbed by long hoods, which were afterwards adopted by 
the Mexicans in their daiKes. They firft fettled at Tulo^ and 
were ever afterwards diftingui(hed By the appellation of 7W- 
laticansy although their laft abode was at Guaxaca. They 
vere charitable, devout, ingenious, and excellent hufband- 
men^ They contributed greatly to civilize the barbarous 
inhabitants of the lake, and were held in fuch high efteem, 
that when any man was complimented on his genius, wifdom, 
andjuftice, it was ufual to (ay he was zTulotican. 

The above partition of the city of Mexico could 
^ot prevent the inhabitants from falling irito parties and 
fa£ii6ns that threatened the deftrudion of the infant ftate. 
Colonies were therefore fent abroad in fearch of new 
babitations, that fufficienC room might be madfe for thofe 
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who rethaioed. Moft of the fvrarms fent crfF in this manner 
unhed, and fettlrng themlelves at Tkuluko^ fdoo forgot ail re- 
fyt& for the n^ther-coontry, grew turbulent, and waged per- 
petual cruel wars with the MtmemisJTYitit foreign attacks, to* 
getherwttk the civil commotions which ftilLcoruinued, brought 
the Mixicam to the brink of defpair, and obliged them to.dcli- 
berate upon fome method ofeftablifhing the harmony and tran- 
C(«lHty of the city. Several propofals were mafde ; but ail were 
attended with fome inconvenience, being calculated to elevate 
one fa£Uon upon the ruins of another. The projeift moft 
univerfally received was, that a king (hould be eledled, with 
full power to execute whatever he thought conducive to the 
fafety and intereft^f bis people; but fo many of the chiefs 
fint in their claim for this di(lingui(hing proof ofr fuperipf 
merit, that in the end it was refolved to chufe a favage out of 
ibme of the furrouoding nations. The Mexicans had been 
long at variance with the monarch of Culuacany and it was 
ho^ed that, by chufing his grandfon, the two cities might be 
united in one common intereft, and conne£led by a perpe- 
T^^Mexi-tual alliance* The overture was wade to the fovereign of 
<ans eUi^ Culuoeartj and accepted. His grandfather married the prince 
u^fi^, to a young lady of the firft quality in his dominions, and 
/ then fent the youthful monarch with his tonfort to govern 
the Mexicans^ by whom he was received as a guardian angeL 
On his arrival he was addrefied by a long inftfu£Hve fpeech, 
made by one of the oldeft men in the city, giving him to 
underftand that he was raffed to that exalted dignity, not tQ 
gratify his appetites, and tyrannize over his fubje&i, but to 
watch over their welfare, labour to pronu^te their happinefs, 
undergo much fatigue, and take upon him the whole burden 
of public affairs, jfcamapixfili promifed all that was en- 
joined, and confirmed it with an o&lh; after which a crown 
was placed on his head, and his hand filled with arrows, to 
* exprefs that he was the defender of the city. 

%/King. For a ferics of years the MixkMns were torn in pieces by 
' civil broils and foreign wars^ now they became a moderate peo- 
ple, obedient to their fovereign, and fenfible of' the benefits 
they deduced from this change in their political fyftem. They 
jfiot only enjoyed felicity at home^ but rofe daily in reputa- 
tion abroad, which excited the jealoufy of the neighbour irtg 
princes and dates ; whence followed wars and tumults, that 
for a time diflurbed their peaceful tranqmllity. Amoti^ o- 
ther princes with whom tiiey were at variance, was the king 
oi Azaafu%ako^ td whom they were forced to make fuh* 
miffion, and pay a yearly tribute j which mark of their in- 
feriority fo elated that tyrant, that he fo<m became capricious 

and 
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and whimfical in his demands, infifiing that the Mexicans 
fliould not only fupply him with timber, but fow corn in 
the water, and pay him the annual produce. The Jldexicant 
murmured at the unreafonablenefs of the impofition j^bu^ 
their God FitzliputJIi comforted them with aflurances, ""that 
this infolencc of the Tepeacans would be recoiled upon their 
own heads, with directions how to comply with the abfurd 
demand, and with promifes of future rewards, ihould they 
perfcverc in the taflc without murmuring. He brought 
them to make floating bafkets of reeds, which th^y filled with 
earth, and where they fowed corn, the produce of which they 
paid by way of tribute to the proud tyrant. Jzaputzalco was 
aftonimed at their ingenuity ; but ipftead of relaxing in his 
demands, he infified upon things which he believed were 
ftill more impoffible, to try whether the Mexicans were really 
magicians as he fufpei^ed. The next tribute he impofed 
was very extraordinary. He demanded, for the ackno^wledge- 
ment of the enfuing year, that certain birds fhould be brought 
to him, with their eggs fo ready to hatch, that the young 
fhould break their {hells in his prefence; with which the 
god like wife enabled them to comply. Acamapixtli in vain 
endeavoured to break the galling yoke ; the god, fay the 
Jl^exicanSf referved this bleffing tor a proper, feafon, and this 
excellent prince yielded his laft breath, after a reign of more 
than forty years (pent in beautifying the city, building 
bridges, regulating his dominions, and performing every 
duty of a great and good monarch. Many qf the canals 
and aquedu£ls, fq much admired by the Spaniards^ were the 
work oi Jcamapixtli \ who, notwithftanding he left a nu- 
merous family, would appoint none of his children for hif 
fucceflor, faying, that his people had a right to difpofe of . 
themfelvcs as they thought proper, and that to impofe a fo* 
vereign upon them was to deprive them of their natural ' 
liberty. 

The children of the deceafcd monarch reaped the fruits ^dkini. 
. of this inftance of moderation. AVith one voice the Mexi- 
earn proclaimed Vitzilocuify the fucceflfor to his father's dig* 
nity, as foon as the funeral obfequies of the late prince were 
performed. He was crowned and anointed with the utmoft 
ceremony, and adored in a manner little inferiot to the gods. 
It was the cudom of the Mexicans to appoint one of the el- 
ders of the city to infufe falutary maxims in the breaft of the 
new monarch, by a formal harangue, pronounced before the ; 
' affembled people. ' The fage chofen for this purpofe. recom- 
mended it to f'iizihcutlyf as the duty of a prince, to be the 
guardian of the in^rm^ the, aged, the widow, and orphan \ 
' G g 4 to 
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to be the father of the publick, and to fiudy the happinefs of 
the people, whom he galled the feathers of his wings, the 
balls of his eyes, and the ornament of his countenance. Im- 
mediately after his coronation, the young monarch, by the 
advice of his council, married the daughter of Azcapualcq^ the 
{nveterate enemy of his country, in hopes of reconciling the 
two nations; and the projed fucceededfo far, that the 
whole tribifte was remitted, except two fowls and fome fifli, 
which was yearly fent as ^ tcftimony of the vafialage of the 

' Mexicans. 

taking. 'iior long after, this prince died, and the people elefled in 
bis room his fon Chiluapopoca^- out of refpc£t to his grand* 
father, altho' he was then but ten years of age ; but Azcaftf" 
flco dy'ingt the treacherous Tepeacam mvirdered the minor 
l^ing of Mexico^ and thereby revived the ancient animoilties 
of the two nations. To condu£l the war that enfued, the 
Mexicans chofe jzcoalt for their fpurth king. 

Aih kin^, I'ZOOALT was a prince of great valour and prudence, in-* 
heriting all the virtues of his illuftrious father, the royal Mn' 
mapi^tli,^ He declared war againfl the Tepeacansy and pur* 
, fued it with fo much fuccefs, that thp enemy were entirely 

fubdued, apd their dominiqns reduced to a province of the 
empire. His nephew Tlacaellec^ the greateft warrior of. his 
time, was at tjie head of the Mexican troops ; and this ger 
peral no fooner finiflied the Tepeacan waf, than he turned his 
arms againft the cities Tacuba^ Cacoaycan^ Suchimike^ and all 
the tribes furrounding the lake of Mexico^ whom he defeated 
and compelled to acknowledge the fover^ignty of his mo- 
narch. Everything fucceeded with the fortunate /zc^^A, 
who may properly be deemed the founder of the Mexican 
ponpire ; becaufe in his reign the cjty firft extended her au- 
' thority over the warhke nations of the lake, acquired the re- 
' putation of fuperior power and valour, and eftablifhed that 
fyftem of legiflation, which was fpon adopted by all the bar- 
barians inhabiting this immenfe tra£k of country. He m^e 
fome very confiderable alterations in the political conftitu* 
tion of the Mexicans^ by convincing them of the inconve- 
nience refulting from popular eledion^, and perfuading them 
to transfer their right of chufing their fovereigns to fix elec- 
tors, whom he nominated) namely, the kings of T'iTZ^ftCd and 
Tecuba^ and four pri(ices of the blood royal. The people 
fronfented to this infradlion on their liberties, and were never 
' afterwards permitted to intermeddle in elections. Some of 
the great caufeways were alfo built by Izcoalt^ particularly 

_ that of Suchimilcoy this being the punimment inflicted upon 

» ^he conc]^ucred city, which the Mexican prince thought the 
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moft probable means of preventing her revolt, an immediate 
communication being opened with the capital. 

After a profperous reign of twelve yeari Izcoah dXtAy ph king* 
and the elders met for the eleSion of a fucccflbr. The ge- 
neral Tlacuelleci whom Herrerac^\\% Tlacgillec^ vfais one of the 
number, and had by his virtutrs acquired fuch influence, that 
his nephew Motezumay the firft of that name, was raifed u- 
nanimoufly to the throne of Mexico. To this prince is af- 
cribed the barbarous cuftom of facrificing all prifoners taken 
from the enemy, to add ta the folemnity of his coronation ; a 
cuftom founded on the favage policy of this warlike people, in- 
tin^ating, that warlike abilities were the moft efiential qualities 
in a monarch. To exprefs his readinefs to lay down his life 
for his country, Motezuma was no fooner placed before the 
facrcd fivp in the temple, where the oath was adminiftered 
to him, than, he drew blood from the veins of his arms 
and legs, with the iharp bone of a tiger, and fprinkled 
the altar. Immediately after he invaded the Chalet^ con- 
duced the. war in pcrfon, proved viAorious, and re- 
turned triumphant with a multitude of captives, the prin- 
cipal of whom he facriiiced on the day of his inaugura- 
tion. The Chaich however, were obftinatc ; they were de- 
feated, but not conquered. The war went on with great 
vigour, and ooft Motezuma the life of a brother 5 who, be- 
ing taken prifoner by the enemy, had an offer of being raifed 
to the royal dignity. This extraordinary propofal he rejed- 
ed until he could fpeak with his countrymen ; and to gratify 
a prince who had gained on the affeSions of the Chdlci^ they 
ordered a fcaffold to be erefled, from which he was allowed 
to harangue the Mexicans, << The gods forbid, faid he, 
^< that 1 (hould be dazzled by the fplendor of a crown into 
** treafon. Learn of me, ye Mexicans^ the duty which you 
** owe to your king and your country ;'* with which words 
he flung himfelf headlong from the fcaffold, and periihed. Alt - 
admired the'virtue of this young prince, the Chalci wereincon- 
folable, and Motezuma was animated t6 revenge his death. 
Several bloody battles were fought, and the Chalci entirely . 
fubdued, after an obitinate ftruggle. The Mexican altars 
reeked with the ftreaming blood of the prifoners, facriiiced 
to the manes of the prince ; and hence this cuftom came to 
be eftabliftied, it being afterwards ufual in all tbe wars, to 
offer up the blood of their unfortunate captives to the gods. 

TLACAELLECvf9iS ftill at the head of the forces. To his 
good condua chiefly was owing the redudion of the Chalci^ 
and of all the nations bordering on the north and fouth feas ; 
but he was lefs fuccefsful in the wars againft the Tlafcalam. 
' ' This 
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Thi9 brtve peopl^had formed them&Ives into a republic, and 
defended their liberties with unparalleled. courage. They 
foiled all the addrefs of the Mexican general, and with greatly 
inferior forces withftood the utmoft efforts of the numerous 
armies of the enemy« The Mexican tradition, and from it 
Ac(^y alledges, ^2X'Mote%uma fufiered the Tlafcalans to main* 
tain iheir independency, on)y that he might have an enemy 
' to exercife the Mexican youth in war, and furniih the altars 
of the gods with facrifices ; notwithftanding which boaft, it 
is certain, that many feriQus attempts were made to reduce 
a nation that was confidered as a Railing thorn in the fides of 
the Mexican emperors. When Motezuma had fecured him- 
felf againft all foreign attacks, he applied to the civil 
GBConomy of his kingdom ; which, upon account of his vaft 
conquefts, required extraordinary regulations and changes. 
He fettled the royal court with great ftate and magnificence) 
ke eftablifhed courts of judicature in all the provinces; ap- 
pointed cenfors to examine into the manners of the people ; 
and, laftly, built that celebrated temple to the god VitzUptet/U^ 
16 much admired by the Spaniards^ and fo minutely deicribed 
by all the hiftorians of that nation. 
6th king. After a reign of twenty-eight years, in which he dif- 
* played the virtues of a good citizen, an experienced gene* 
ral, and a wife monarch, Moiezuma died, leaving the crown 
to be difpofed of at the pleafure of the eledors, Xbe gene* 
ral TlacaelUc bad confiderably enlarged his influence duric^ 
the late reign. His glorious victories rendered him extreme* 
' ly popular ; the conquefts he bad made, added greatly to the 
grandeur and power of the empire ; and the civil regulations 
which he projected, contributed to fecure the bappihefs 
of the people. It was no wonder then, if the Mexicans were 
defirous of raifing to the fupreme dignity a perfon fo well 
qualifi^ to govern. All the electors voted with one .voice 
that he ihould be rewarded with the imperial diadem ; but 
the prudepce of TIacdelUc triumphed over his ambition, and 
refifted all the importum'ty of the Mexicans. He pofitively 
refufed to. accept the crown for himfelf, while he recommend- 
ed Tezazicy the eldeft fon of the late monarch, to their favour. 
It is difficult to imagine what could induce the.geiieral to 
this choice. TeTuauc was pufillanimous, weak, and equally 
iinfit to extend bis dominions by war, or to render his em- 
pire refpedable in peace ; however, as Tlameliec undertook 
to fupply the deficiencies of his capacity, the young prince 
was ele(^ed, anointed, and crowned, with the ujual cere- 
monies. The praiSice of thelaft monarch had eftablrfiied it 
as a caftom, thaC|eiKry new ele^d fovereign ihould imme- 
diately 
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diately diftinguifli his merit, by the re^udionof fome neigh- 
bourtflg nMioHi Texazac^ muph s^^tnft his inclination, was 
eWgcd to comply vfnh a ciiftom, now regarded as eflential 
to the conftitution, and an mdifpeitfaUe conditioti of his elec- 
tion. He therefore fet out with an army to fubdue a pro-* 
vifice^ and behaved fo ill, that he returned with great lofs^ 
and difaptpointed in his purpofe. . However, he kept up 
the appearance of a conqueror, endeavouring to divert the at- 
tention of tlM Meoticam from hia mifcondud, by ibews aftd 
feftiva]s ; at one of which he was poifotied, .after a ibort ia* 
glorious reign of no more than four years. 

• .ALfHouoH the riteonranendation oSTlacuilUc proved uii«^ ^tbking^ 
fortunate tn this inftance, he neverthelefs preferved his influ*- 
cnce. The choice of, a fucceflbr was referred to him ; and 
the general, out of gratitude to the memory ot Moiezuma^ 
nominated A^aca^ the fecond fon of that monarch, and 
brother to the lately deceafed fovereign. Old age difquali^- 
fied Thcatllec from* commanding the army in perfon ; his fon 
waa therefore raifed to the dignity of general in chief of the 
Mexuan armies by the grateful Jxayaca ; foon after which the 
venerable TlaiOfilUcdMy and was buried with all the honours 
due to his extraordinary merit, and attachment to the royai 
famrfy. ' 

Th£ firft expedition made by Axajaca Was againfl the 
province of Tec^mtipique and Guatulco^ two hundred miles to 
th^ fouth ward of Mexic€^ which he fubdued, after defeating the . 
enemy in a pitched battle. He returned in triumph to the cstyt 
attended with a crowd of captives, whom hefacrificed in the 
temples at his coronation, and then fet out upon another 
expedition againft TtatMco, in which he was equally fortu*^ 
nate ( A). The remainder of thi^ prince's reign was pacific ' 
and happy ; eleven years being fpent, from the time of his 
coronation, in fubduing his enemies, enlarging his domi" 
nions, augmenting his reputation, and promoting the felt-, 
city of his people. 

(A) Herrera and Acofta have Mexican kings ; defimted witli 

ftddpted a fabuloas part of the ^ great lofs, and as a paDifhfAent 

Mexican tradition with rcfpeft obIi£;ed to imitate the cries bf 

ta this war» which they feem the animals whofe figores they 

tocredif asaoertaiaty. They hddaflhttitd. ^^rm-^talMgetr 

relate^ that the enemy metas that to this day the Tidelaitam 
morphofed tfaemlelves into, are bantered widi this ridicift- 

fwaes, gl^^fe, and frogi ; were loos pomihment* Vid« dec* ti« 

eacouAtorffd in this Ihape by the lib* x« tap. ii. 

N Whim 
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Zib King. When the throrte became vacant by the death ofJxayaca^ 
the eledors chofe Aut%gA^ one of their own number, to the 
fupreme dignity. This prince was nothing inferior to the 
moft glorious of his precieceflbrs in valour, wifdom, affa- 
bility, an^ every virtue that graces and diftingutflies the 
monarch. Being informed that the inhabitants of ^uaxaca- 
tatlan had committed fome violence againft the trmutaries 
of his crown, he fet Out with an army to puniih their in- 
folence, and foon reduced the city to fubmiffion.. Proceed* 
ing in the courfe of conqueft, he extended his dominions as 
far as Guatimalay annexing that province, and divers others, 
to his crown. But the fame of his vidories was ftill infe- 
rior to the reputation acquired by his clemency to the con- 
quered, his generofity to his foldiers, charity to the poor, 
and humanity to all. Void of all oftentation, he ftudied only 
the good of his fubjeds, and prudently checked that am« 
bition of conqueft, which frequently renders the fubjed» 
wretched, while it makes the fovereign great, jfutzal Cpcnt 
his treafures in beautifying and enlarging the city of M^xup^ 
in promoting induftrv, and rendering their habitations con- 
venient to the inhabitants. With this view he brought a 
river of frefh water into the city ; but was fo unfortunate 
as to drown feveral houfes by an accident. However, he 
repaired this lofS by dint of induftry and genius, and com- 
pleted his defign to the great aftonifliment of all men, who 
beheld with admiration, fo vaft a body of water, dire^ed 
according to the pleafure of the king, fometimes makipg 
its way over, and fometimes under mountains. This ac- 
quedu£l has always been regarded as one of the moft in^ 
genious pieces of art in the great city of Mexico. He reign- 
ed about eleven years, honoured and admired ; he died deeply 
regretted, leaving the throne to be filled by a prince of a 
different .charader, equally fplendid in his virtues and vices, 
yh king. ^"^ ^9^^ unfortunate than undeferving. This was Mote^ 
zuma the fecond of that name, whofe hiftory we have al- 
ready related, the principal event of which was the invafion 
of the Spaniards, 
learning SuCH Is the hiftory of the ancient Mexican kings, de- 
and kalen- duced entirely from oral tradition, and confequently replete 
tiar tf the with manifold falfities, the moft glaring and abfurd of which 
Mexicans, we have thought proper to explinse, though we will not 
prefume to vouch for the truth of all we have been obliged 
to retain. The earlier ages of the moft civilized nations, 
even of the Egyptians^ Greeisy and RomanSj is filled with 
the moft incredible fiftions and abftir4 fables ; what then 
iha}l vyc think of the ancient hiftory of a people who were 

ignorant 
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ignorant of the ufe of letters, and^ forced to c6nvey their 
ideas to pofterity, either by iqipreffing them deeply on the 
minds of their children, or, committing them to tjie perifti- 
able materials of cotton in hi.eroglyphical figns, fo imperfe6k 
as A-equently to admit of various interpretations ? 

Wfi may form fomc idea of the genius and learning of 
the JHe^icans from the manner in which they adjufted their ^ 
kalendar. This they difpofed and regulated by the fun*s 
[^motion, making his altitude and declination the meafurc of 
times and fcafons. To every year were allowed three hun- 
dred and fixty-four days, which they divided into eighteen 
'months, affignihg to each month twenty days. Thus the 
remaining four days, they added at the end of each 

?' ear, to make it anfwer the courfe of the fun. They be- 
ieved that thefe four days were defignedly left by their an- . , 
ceftors to be employed in mirth and recreation, for which 
.rcafon they devoted them entirely to diflipation. Induftry ceaf- 
ed, ihops were (hut up, the courfe of ju dice. was ftopt^, and 
even the rites of religion were negleftcd during this period. 
Nothing but dlverfion was regarded, the Mexicans fignify- 
ing by this their intention of renewing the labours of the 
'enf^ing year with renovated vfeor, the beginning of which 
they placed on the firft day of the fpring, differing from the 
folar year, according to the computation of their aftrdno- 
mers, only three days, which they took from our month 
of February, 

1" Besides the divifion of the year into days and months, 
the Mexicans had an intermediate divifion of time into weeks, 
each of whic^ confifted of thirteen days, with particular 
names, marked* in their kalendar by certain images. Their 
age confifted of fifty- two years, or four weeks of years, the 
diftribution of which was extremely ingenious, and defcribed 
, in the following manner by the elegant Antonio de Soils. 
They drew a large circle, which they divided into fifty- 
two dejgrees, allowing one year to each degree. In the 
centre ftood the image of the fun, from which proceeded 
four rays of various colours, equally dividing the circle, and . 
leaving thirteen degrees to each femi-diameter. Thefe divi- 
fions were calculated to reprefent the figjis of their zodiac, 
upori which their ages had their revolutions, and the fun 
his afpcfts, profperous or adverfe, according to the colour of 
the defcendent ray. In a larger circle, inclofing the other, 
they noted with their hieroglyphical figns and charaftcrs 
all the accidents and occurrences of the age worthy of being 
tranfmitted to poflerity j fo that the Mexican kalender 
was a kind of chronological regifler of faiSb^ and annals 

that 
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th^t greatly affifted their oral tradition, by giving the fimdah 
mental points of thofe tranfadlions upon which their writers, 
poets, and hiftorians expatiated. De Salts calls the kalendar 
* a fpecies of fecular maps, or public inftruments, which 
ferved for a proof of their hiftory ; flill, however, thcfc 
hiero^Iypbical fi^ns and characters were imperfed, and liable 
to nufconftrudion. Schools were inftituted, whescun the 
youth were taught to celebrate the great adioas of their he- 
Joe^, and the moft memorable events of the pceci^diag ages, 
upon which the Mexicans relied much more than upon thek 
Julendar. Upon the whole, imperfe^ as this method 
muft appear to us who are acquainted with the ufe of letters. 
At muft be acknowledged to be an ingenious fub(Hf;ute^ an^ 
among the wifeft inftitutions of the Mexican governnient j 
^ the very recital of thefe martial atchievements muft, n&- 
cefiarily, inflame the youth with a defire of emulating the 
glory of their anceftors. 

In the Mexican computation of their ages, there was a 
ftrong tinftuTQ of abfurd fuperftition. They believed that 
the world was in dangar of being deftroyed, when the fua 
had completed the courfe of thofe four greater weeks i and 
when the cbfe of this period arrived, they ferioufly pre<- 
{ured to fuftain the fliock of this dreadful and ultimate ca- 
lamity. On the laft night they bid farewel to the light of 
the fun with tears and nM)ans s they expeded death with- 
out previous ficknefs, they extingutlhed their fires, broke 
their houjfhold furniture, negleSed their food^ and abandon* 
ed tbemfelves to forrow. Thaufands might be feen walk- 
ing about the fields, agitated with the moft violent traniports 
of defpair, until the dawn of the fucceeding day revived 
hope, when they faluted the rifing fun with all their mufical 
inftruments, with hymns and fongs that exprefled their tu^ 
muituous joy. They congratulated each other, that a new 
age was b^un, an.d they fhotild no more be fubjefl to &• 
milar danger for the ijpace of two and fifty years ; for .wl^icb 
)]|]eiSng they crowded to their temples, to return thanks to 
their gods by fecrifices, and to receive from their pricfts new 
fire, which they kept burning with the utmoft violence for 
the whole day before the altar, the night concluding with 
fongs, dancing, and other diverfions, dedicated to die re- 
newal of* time, in much the fame manner as the Remam 
<;e\ebrated their fccwlar games. Herreni affirms, that in Tuca^ 
i«», and ieveral other provinces of Nnu Spahh the Inhabi*- 
tants had houj;i4book$> with leaveSj^ on which were infcribed 
the virtues, of jd^ti and aoimajs^ the equation of time, and 

all 
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iiQ the memorable events of preceding ages. << In tl^ 
•* l^rovincc of Mexico Proper^ fays he, they bad a librarj 
<< of hifiories and kalendars, wherein they painted fuch things 
«< as had proper figures in fheir natural reprefentationS) 
<< and others that h^ none, with arbitrary chara^ers." By ' 
which he would ieem to intend, that fenfible beings were 
ireprefented by their pifiures, and abftrad ideas typified by 
' certain fixed chara£lers and fymbot^, fimtiar to our art of 
writing and painting. 

With i:efpe<£b to the religious rites ^ahd ceremonies of ReligioK 
the Mexicans^ they were replete with fiich abfurdities, cruel* f>/ tbe 
ties, indecencies, and obfcen'ities» as detrad greatly front Mexicans, 
the good fenfe confpiciious in the pee^le, and cannot well 
be defcribed confiftently with the ftri^ decorum to be ob* 
(erved in hiftory. Amidft a multitude t^f le&f gods, and 
the obfcurity and blindnefs of their idolatry, thfey ftill ac- 
knowledged one fupreme E)eity, the creator of the heaveilsand 
the earth, the author of all good thingB, and the princrple 
by which we live, move, and have our being. To expj^eft 
this great original of a)l things, the Mexican language want- ' 

ed a term, no wordy being thought fiifficient to de&ribe 
his attributes. They only fignined their belief in the 
cxiftence of this deity by cafting their eyee towards, heaven 
with profound veneration ; and giving him, after their way, 
the attribute of ineffable, in the fame manner as the Athe^ 
nians worftiipped the Unknmm God. Notwithftanding they - 
afcribed omnipotence to the fupreme Deity, they had no 
.conception of ubk][uity and omniprcfence ; they coiild not 
, believe, that it was poffible that the feme God could govern 
the whole univerfe without the aiBftance of inferior minify 
trtng gods. They were perfuaded there were no gods in th^ 
other parts of the heavens, until men began to grow mife- 
rable in proportion as they multiplied. They regarded the 
inferior gods as favourable fpirits, produced as there ap- 
peared occafion, without (hrinking at all at the abfordity^of 
fuppofing them to owe their exiftence and divine nature to 
the mifcries of human nature. They entertained an im- 
perfeft notion of the immortality of the foul, and of eter- 
nal cewards and punifhments in a future ftate ; though their 
ideas of virtue, vice, and moral redHtude, iVere extremely 
<grofs and abfurd. Like moft other favage nations, *whci 
puihed their inquiries to futurity, they blended the mofl: rir 
iticulous fupcrftrtions with evident truths,* and btnried great 
tfuantities of gold and f^lver with their deceafed, to bear 
the charges of a tedious journey to the next world. Princes 
were boncUied with maufolseuma of great extent and mag- 
nificence; 
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nificeifce; and ic was ufual with women to bury, thectf-^ 

funerals, felves alfo with their hufbands, to tefiify their aiFe(%ion. Tho 
funeral of a prince was a dreadful fpe<^clG; his whole 
boufhold was obliged to accompany him to the next worlds 
or to be fligmiatized in this with ingratitude to their bene- 
factor ; a vice of the blacked dye among i)^t Mexicans. The 
bodies were condu£i:ed with great pomp and folemnity to 
the temples) from whence the priefts came forth to receive 
them with their copper cenfors, burning incenfe) and fing- 
, ing elegies anddirges to the accompanyment of hoarfe, ill 
tuned flutes ; the whole forming a melancholy, dreadful diA 
corc^. The funeral obfequies of a great man continued for 
ten days, during each of which fome of his vaflals or fer* 
vants oiFered themfelves voluntary facrifices, in order to ren« 
der his dreary journey to eternity more eafy by their ferviccs* 
The corpfe was handed to the place of interment by all 
the enfigns and trophies belonging to the deceafed. In a 
word, cruelty and pride obfcured a)l the lights held forth 
by reafon and fuperftition, rendering the Mexkam more 
wretched than if they had never carried their thoughts beyond 
the prefent exiftence. 

Next to the fupreme God, the ancient Mextcans^ held 
the fun, moon^ the morning-ftar^ and the fea, in the 
greateft honour. It was to compliment Cortez with divine 
honours they called him the offspring of the fun* The idol 
yUtzIipultzji was their greateft fenfible god, he prefided over 
all the lefTer idols ; and, as fome imagine, was the repre- 
fentative of the invifible God. * The idol nearcft in quality 
to this god, was the deity of penance and remiflion of fms^ 
whom they called TezcaltUputca^ made of jet black marble, 
and finely adorned with gold, filver, and jewels. In his left 
hand the idol held a pen of beautiful feathers, ifluing from a 
plate of finely burnifhied gold, in which he held fome darts^ 
intimating the punifhment he infli£led upon the wicked ; and 
his throne was adorned with human fkulls and bones, to de« 
note his prefiding over famine and peftiience. At Chalida^ 
the inhabitants adored a famous idol, ililed the god of com- 
merce, becaufe the people of that city employed themfelves 
in merchandife. The figure and ornamients of this, deity 
.;were expreflive of his attributes ; but one efTential quality 
of all X^^MexUan idols was, to have an afpeCt hideoufly ugly, 
by way of infpiring terror* It would be tedious to fpecify 
all the lefTer deities of both fexes adored by the Mexicam:^ 
we fhall therefore only obferve, that they frequently raifed . 
living men to divine honours, giving their prifoners the name 
Qi the idol to whom they were to be facrificed. For the 

fpacc 
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f^ce perhaps of a whole year, they were treated with the 
honours thought due to the idol, worihippcd initsftead^ 
^(Jorned witJ^ the jewels of the god, and fed with the moft 
delicious offerings. When a prifoner was intended to be 'facri- 
^ced, he walked along the ftreets, the people flocked round 
and wor(hipped him ; they held (orth their children andiick, 
jhat he might come ?nd blefs them ; but care was taken that 
he ihould always be attended by a ftrong guard, to prevent 
his efc^ping. 

The Mixican priefts were divided into the fame orders Mexican 
and clafles as the gods whom they ferved ; thofe of the great priefts.. 
idol VitzUputJli fuiccceded to the facr ed office 'by a kind of in- , 
beritaqce, th^ right of becoming the m^inifters of this god 
being vefted in certain families. The priefts of the other 
temples /Were by eledion, though many of them had been 
o^ered up to that funi^idn from their infancy. The facerdotal 
Ciffice w^s one of the moft lucrative and important in the ftate^ 
9s the clergy had great influence in all political and civil afr 
fairs, diredjnghot only the conlciences of the people, but the 
judgment -of (he fovereighs ; in return for which they were 
obliged to perform certain rigid and painful penances, as 
^c price of the honour and efteem in which they were held 
by all degrees of mankind. The high prieft was likewife 
the facrj^oer > be^ Arft plunge4 the knife into the breaft of 
the i^nhappy victim, and tore out the heart of the bleeding 
Oicrifice, which hi^bUndzeal enabled him ta perform with-* 
out reoiQrfe, and regard as an a&ion of fublime piety and 
devotiQfi. 

Amqkq tht Mesdcans^ marriages bore the form of civ'AMar^ 
(;ootra£ks, blended with certain religious ceremonies. The riagts, 
preliminary articles being adjufted, the contraded pair ap* 
peered in the temple, and one of the priefts founded their 
incli/iations^ by certain ceremonial queftions, appointed by 
hvf for that purpofe. He then took the tip of the woman's 
veil in one band, and a corner of the man's garment in the 
other, and tied them together, to exprefs the indiftbluble 
union of the lovers, and infeparable tye of their afFe^ions« 
Nor did this ceremony complete their marriage ; the pair 
returned to their habitation, under this emblem of the nup* 
,11^1 yoke, viilted the domeftic (ire, accompanied by the famt^ 
prieft, and offered worjhip to that element, which they be- ' 
Jieved eflential to their union and happinefs. Thoy fur- 
rounded it feven times, after which they fat down to re- 
ceive equal (bares of the treat, and then the marriage was 
thought to be a«;complilhed. The portion, brought by the 
bride was regiftered in a public inftrument, that every part 
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of it might be faithfully rcftored, in c^fc of a fcparatioD, 
which frequently happened. Here the law laid no reftraipt 
on inclination ^ mutual confent vi^as judged fufficient caufe 
for ^a divorce. The parties were fuppofied to be bcft ac- 
quainted with their own afFedlions ; and as their happine(s 
was chiefly concerned, they were left to be their own judges ; 
an inftitution which, under certain reftriSions, ought pcr- 
•fcaps to be adopted, even on political principles, by more 
civilized nations ; unlefs marriage be fuppofcd a religious 
rite, ordained by the chriftian do£lrine in its prefcnt torm. 
When the nuptial tyc was diflblved, and the parties fepa- 
rated, the boys became the care of the father, while the 
mother was enjoined to provide for the girls ; and it was ca- 
pital even, again to unite or cohabit, that a due reflraint 
might be laid on caprice and fudden tranfports of anger and 
violent pailion. Thus, notwithftanding the natural fickle- 
nefs of the people, divorces were extremely rare, and more 
inftanccs of connubial happinefs were to be ieen in Afexics 
than in any other country. The danger incurred by attempt- 
ing oohabitation after the difTolution^of the nuptial bond, 
was fuiBcient to prevent their giving way to flight failies of 
refentment, while any fparks of mutual aiFedbion remained $ 
and the law thought it unreafonable to oblige two perfons 
to infeparable union, who entertained for each other only 
fentiments of difguft. The Mexicans were extremely delicate 
of the chaftity and condu6l of their wives, as a point in which 
the honour of the hufband was deeply concerned ; fo that 
amidfl that boundlefs licentioufnefs with which they indulged 
their fenfual appetites,' they abhorred and punifhed adultery 
with the utmoft rigour -, lefs upon account of the atrocioufneis 
of the crime, than the inconveniences refulting, 
Mattifm. -As foon as a child was born, the infant was carried to the 
temple with great folemnity, and received by a prieft, who 
pronounced a grave and pathetic oration upon the troubles and 
miferies to which it was doomed on entering into this life of 
wretchednefs and corruption. In the. right-hands of infants 
of diilin^ion the prieit: put a fwprd, and in the left a ibield, 
to exprefs the military life to which they were deflined. Me- 
chanical inftruments were put into the hands ofthe male chil- 
dren of plebeian extradion, and the females of every degree 
were adorned with the fpindle and diftafF, intimating the pro- 
per fphere of the more tender fcx. This ceremony being 
ended, the infants were brought up to the altar, and a kind 
of circumcifion was performed, by drawing blood from the 
privy parts with the prickle of maguey, after which they were 
, dipped in water, while certain barbarous innovations were re- * 

peated. 
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peated. A ridiculous kind of communion was llkcwifc ob- 
fcrved at Itated periods by the Mexicans^ which the priefts ad*- 
iDiniftered with great devotion, by dividing into fmall bits, a 
pafte idolr which they ca)l(»d the god of Pinitence. AVe need 
not obfcrve the near retembiance.of tbefe infti.tutions to thofe ^ 
of tbe^irtw^^and Chrijiian religions; it muft ftrikethe ima- 
ginatiqn of the moi\ carelefs reader; but we cannot avoid 
once more repeating, that many of the. rites and ceremo- 
nies of the Mexicans were fo barbarous in their nature, 
fo {hocking to humanity, fo abfurd, bc^ftial, and incongru- 
ous, as to feeit) altogether incompatible with the regularity 
and iudeniable oeconomy obfervabie in other parts of the 
govef nment. One of the moft deteftable,' though originally 
founded on policy, was the humai^ facrifices madetb the gods ; , 
which was carried to fo great a pitch of religious fury, that 
twenty thoufand, on limes, have fprinklcd the altars with their 
blood in a fingle d^y. In one word, the Mexican religion 
was an abominable compound of impiety, ablurdity, and 
cruelty, rendered more glaring by the acciderital rays of natu- 
ral reafon, which fometimes enlightened thedreadful objed. \ 

It has already been obferved, that the ancient government Gth-vern- 
of the Mexicans was at firft popular or republican ; that ihtment. 
fa£lioos into which the people were divided obliged them to 
eleil a fovereign 5 that the power of elcdlion was lodged in 
the hands of the whole body of the community : but this 
being found attended with inconveniences, it was delegated- 
to the kiings cfTezeuco and Tacuba^ and four princes of the 
.blood royal. We alfo obferved that the king eled, after the 
reign of the firft MoUzuma^ was obliged, previous to hii 
coronation, to invade fome neighbouring nation, to aug- 
ment the dominions of the crown, and to return with a num- 
ber of captives, whom he was to facrifice to the gods at his 
inauguration. In his return in triumph from this expedition, 
the monarch was met by the nobility, the minifters of ftate, 
and the chief perfonages of the facerdotai fund ion, who con- 
ducted him to the temple of the god of war, ihed the blood of 
the human vidims, then cloathed the prince in the imperial 
robes, put a golden fword, edged with fliarp flints, in his right 
hand, and in his left a bow and arrows, to exprefs his fupren:)e 
authcrrity overall matters civil and military. The diadem was 
then placed on his temples by the fovereign ofTezeuco^ the firft 
eledior of the empire; and one of the oldeft minifters made him 
a fpeech, congratulatory and exhortatory,. to thepurpofewe 
have already related. He was anointed bythehigh-prieft with 
a kind of balm, jet-black, fprinkled with confecrated water ; 
audi after receiving the bleiling of this religious fage, adorned 
H h 2 I with 
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#ith a mantle, on which were painted the images of flcuHs anl 
homan bones, to remind bim ot his mortality. SeWal drug$| 
incdicines, charms, and incantations, werehkewife ufedat the 
coronation, to preferve the prince from the infeSion of dif« 
eafes, and the power of inchantments ; after which he offbr^d 
incenfe to i;he god Vitzlipufjlu and took anoath to maintain tb^ 
religion and cuftoms of his anceftors, to preferve the people in 
all their rights and privileges, and to render his fubjdfts happy, 
and his empire powerful. It is alfo reported that he was 
obliged to fwear, that thefun fhould ihioe by day, and the rains 
fall in their proper feafons ; and that the land fluould neither bd 
infeilcd with plagues, famines, nor inundations^ during hh 
reign ^ by. which it was not underftood that the prince had 
power over /the elements, but that he fbould do nothing to 
caufe the vengeance of heaven, or draw down the punifh-r 
ment of his fins upon his innocent people* 

Immediately after the king's coronation, hh court 
was appointed. His houlbpld and guards were magnificent 
beyond imagination ; but as we have defcribcd many of 
thefe particulars in the hiftory of the conqucft of M^xica^ it 
will be fufiicient to repeat that Mptezwna II. 's court^w^ 
fplend.id beyond that of any of bis predeceflbrs. Nolefs 
than two hundred noblemon of the farft diftindion formecf 
his body-guard, and ferved him with profound reverence at 
^ble. Dt Soils makes the number ihll greater, and defcribey 
the worfhip paid to the emperor as of a piece with the ado- 
ration fbewn to the gods. No lefs than three thoufand wo^ 
men were kept in the palace to gratify the lufi of this tnon* 
Her of fenAiality, who, in other reipe^s, was a prince of 
great fpirit, policy, and magnificence. In former reigns, 
the palace was crowded with concubines; but Motezwrui 
greatly augmented the number, and fele&ed them from the 
virgins firft* in quality and beauty in his empire, either given 
by their relations, or violently extorted by way of tribute to 
the fovereign. Two of thefe ladies, the prince's favourites, 
were particularly diftinguiflied, and the Spanifi wrirerc ho- 
nour them with the title of queens } but whether they ac« 
' quired this pre-eminence from their fuperior quality, from the 
peculiar favour of the fovereign, or in confequence of iomt 
contra£): before they were taken to the royal bcd^ we are not 
informed. 
]t(%ftaues» THJSf revenues of the crown have before been mentioned} 
they were indeed enormous, but the chief fund arcrfe from 
the voluntary or extorted contributions of the people. All 
the ' laborious citizens and merchants of this vw empirp 
contributed a third. of their promts (o fupport the impeiia) 

dignity, 
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dfenky. OflScers were appointed, who made regular dr-^ 
cults to coIIe<5t the revenue, in which tbey never fufFered 
ahy deficiency, from whateveraccident it might arifc. The 
poor were ftnpped of their all, and the rich obliged to pay 
for the neceffities of their inferiors. Whatever became of 
the fubjed, the monarch muft be maintained in the utmoft 
fplendor and luxury of pomp. 

THESfe were grofs imperfe<3ions in the Mexican govern- Council;!, 
ment, which neverthelefs was not devoid of excellenciea. 
There was a remarkable harmony among the different de- 
partments of the conftitution. There was a coun,cil o^ 
ftate, a council or board to manage the royal revenue, a 
jcbuncil of war, which regulated every thing relative to the 
army ; a fupreme council of jufiice, and a board of trade 
and Commerce. We fliall relate the prerogatives of the 
principal of thefe, from whence the reader may form a prc;tty 
accurate idea of the >ancient conftitution of the Mexican em- 
pire. In the council of ftate were debated all matteu of 
great importance ; fuch as tbe impoflng taxes, framing laws, 
' forming alliances, or declaring war or pe^e.' In* this the 
r kins was fupreme^ and, indeed, arbitrary, wheil he chofe to» 
diftent from his counfellors, whom Motezuma II. con* 
I fulted, rather ouft of form than regard to tfce conftitution. 
The fupreme tribunal of juftice rendcd at Mexico^ and con^ 
Kfifted of twelve judges, who determined all appeals from thQ 
I lower courts, and gave a final verdiQ, unlefs the emperot 
ii thought proper to intcrpofe. The towns and provinces had 
their proper judges and officers, who heard the parties and 
1 decided caiifes* Their decifions were fummary and verbal | 
;. both fides appeared with their claims and witnefles, and judg«« 
ment was immediately given, except when the point in liti«- 
gation was thought too intricate for the determination of that 
court, in which cafe it was remitted to the fuperior tribunal 
at Mesnco. There could be no bills nor anfwers, no tedious 
declarations and pleadings, to ohfcure truth and confound the 
I judges, becaufe th^re was no writing, which in this inftance. 
might be confidered as a felicity. Unadorned fads and na-? 
ked truth, undifguifed by fophiftry.and rhetoric, alone pre-^ 
\ vailed ; and if juftice was at all pefverted^ the caufe was im-r 
mediately known, namely,' that it was the pleafure of tbe 
[ fovercign it fliould be fo, with which the people reaciily ap*. 
quiefced. Cuftom and the inftitutions of their anceftors 
udualty regulated the conduct of the judges. Rewards and 
puniftiments were difpenfed with the greateft caution, and 
moft rigid regard to juftice. Murder, theft, adultery, and 
cventhc appearance of treafonj were puniflied with death ; 

fodomy 
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fodomy and robbery too were deemed capital crimes ; buf 
fomc writers alled^e, that the firft inftance of theft and rob- 
bery was punlfhed only with the lofs of liberty,v and the 
fecond with the lofi of life. Corruption in the minifters 
was capital ; but llighter mifdemeanors were eafily pardoned, 
fays De Solis^ in a country where religion itfelf deformed juf- , 
tfce by tolerating vicfe. -The crimes committed by the ma- 
giftrates were clofely jnfpcdtcd by the prince, and always fe- 
verely punilhed. This muft be confefled from the fuper- 
ficial view of the Mexican policy exhibited by the Spamjh 
writew, that they were poffefTed of fome moral virtues. Their 
•integrity and ftriS regard to that Jcind ofjuftice with which' 
they were acquainted, was fufEcient to redrefs injuries, and 
maintain fociety among fellow citizens. The MexicanSyZ-- 
midft all their impieties,' impurities, and abfurdities, ftiJi pre* 
ferved fome regard to that primitive equity implanted in the 
human foul, when men had no laws, becaufe they were igno- 
rant of crimes. 

The council of war nominated'all inferior officers, iffucd 
out the pay of the foldiers, took care that the army was 
properly fupplied with provifion and every other necefTary, 
and recommended to the roy^l notice thofe officers who had 
diftinguiihed their zeal for the public fervice, by their courage 
or capacity. As the government was in a great meafure 
military, the foldiers were more favoured than any other de- 
gree of people. They fooner rofe to great fortunes, to dig- 
nities, pofts, and employments, and ever) to civil titles and 
honours, than perfons of the fame quality of any other pro^- 
fbffion. Wherever the troops refided, they were dif!inguilhed 
by particular privileges and immunities; for this reafon the 
nobility and gentry flocked to the army as the regular chan- 
nel of preferment. It was therefore eafy for the Mexkan 
government to maintain a prodigious army, where men of 
fortune ferved at their private expence, in hopes of raifing 
tbcmfehres to the royal notice by their merit. Befides, the 
caziques, and curacas, or governors of provinces, were obli- 
ged to bring a certain number of men into the field when 
required ; and, if we may cqzdit De SoKsy the emperor of 
H^exico had thirty vafTals, who could each of them raifc 
a hundred thoufand able-bodied foldiers ; which alone fuf- 
fictently demonfirates the power of the empire, and renders 
next to fupernatural the conquefl of the Spaniards^ Thcfe 
troops were cotnpianded by their refpeSive princes in 
perfon, who all received their orders from the empercr 
\Ti perfon, or his reprefentative. In all wafs of great im- 
' portance the emperor took the field, it being deemed ex^ . 

trcmely 
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\ tfemely impolitic to commit great armies to the care of fub- 

I- jcds, as it might be the means of feducing them from the 

fidelity they owed to the crown,and exciting an ambition which 

before lay dormant, becaufe it was not roufed into afiion. 

Military honours were inftituted as rewards to thofc, who 

j bad eminenily diftinguiQied their valour j they were of dif- 

\ ferent kinds, in order to difcriminate between the difFerent 

degrees of merit. Some wore the ^agle for a badge, others Re-wardsi. 

[ the tyger, and a third the lion, as the devices of their feve- of merits 

|- ral orders; There was one of a fuperior nature, to which 

none but princes were raifed, whatever merit they might 

' poflefs. Of this order the emperor himfelf was always a 

member. They wore their hair tied back with a red rib* 

' bon, to which were fufpended a number of taflels, which 

hung down their (boulders, according to the. exploits they 

[ performed, a new one being added every time they performed 

; any fignal adlion. This was an admirable contrivance to 

excite emulation j and the honours were eagerly fought after, 

becaufe they were never abufed or conferred on the unworthy 

j by court-favour. Signal fervices alone gave a title to thofe 

dignities, and it was necefTary that the exploits of which 

i they were the rewards, fliould be performed in the prefence 

r of the whole army, before thofe promoted could procure re- 

; fpeft or efteem. . 

The council of trade and commerce was ftridly united to 
that of the reyenue. They conferred together on the means 
of rendering the impofitions on commerce moft advan- 
tageous to the crown, and leaft oppreflive to the fubjedl. 
The board of trade examined all projedls offered for the bene- 
fit of commerce, promoted them if approved, and rejected 
them if they were found inadequate to the purpofes intended. 
They alfoadjuftcd and regulated all differences among mer- 
chants, and rated the market-prices of all commodities. 
We have, upon a former occafion, minutely defcribed the 
great fair of Mexicp^ at which the officers of the crown and 
the board prefided, which may fuffice to convey an idea of 
the prerogatives, and the utility of this board. 

We muft take notice of the care taken by the Mexicans of ^^^ . 
the education of their children, and the diligence with which gf^^fi^ 
they fludicd their inclinations, as one of the moft Uudable 
inftitutions of their policy. Publick fchpols w;ere erefled for 
the childreri of plebeians; and colleges, or feminaries of 
more polite learning, for the fons of the nobility. The me- 
thod of education was adapted to the peculiar genius of th^ 
child) and the ftation in life in which he was to ad. There 

were 
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^cre reJ5pe£Kvc qjaftcrs for every different branch of cAuc** 
tton^ for infants, childrep, and youth, who had the autho- 
rity of the lcing*s miniftcr^ , and wer© iuftly regarded in that 
important li^ht, becaufe they formed tbofe principles and 

' qualifications, which afterwarcls fitted their pupils for the 
fervice of their country. In tbefe feminaiies the young aaea 
fpent their lives, until .they were fit to emerge into light, em- 
bark in the publick fervice^ and purfue thofe profeiSons ia 

, which they were inftruded. One of the firft branches of 
education was to decypher thofe figns and chara£ters, of 
which their kalendar and hiftorical regifier was compofed ; 
and to recite, by memory, thofe fonss which contained the 
valiant actions or their ancefiors, and the praifes of their god$. 
In the next fuperior clafs, they were taught modefty» humility^ 
a gentle mild behaviour; and thofe qualities of the mind 
which endear men to the world, and prove fo agreeible aod 
ufeful to the peace and felicity of fociety. This was a fpecLn 
of ethical learning, by which moral habits were inculcated 
inftead of refined fpeculative principles ; the mafters were, 
therefore, of greater reputation and ability than the former, 
eminently fkilled in the human heart, and fully pra£iifed in 
the means of contending with youthful inclinations, and cor- 
reding violent paffions. When the youth had acquired what 
was deemed a fufiicient moral knowledge, and were fuppofed 
able to bend their paffions to reafon, they pafied on to the 
third clafs, where they employed themfelves in robuft exer- 
cifes, and were taught to govern ftrength by dexterity and 
addrefs« They raifed heavy weights ; they wreftled, anp vied 
with each other in running and leaping. They were inftrud- 
ed in the ufe of arms, how tohanfile thefword, throw the 
d^rt, and (hoot the arrow with force and exadnefs, in which 
many became extraordinary proficients. They were inured 
to hunger, thirft, fatigue, hardened againfi; the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and formed in ^11 refpeds in the ru- 
V diments of the military art, as far, at leaft, as it was uo- 
derftood in Mexico. When the young nobility returned homCt 
they were then allowed to purfue their inclinations, and to 
embrace a civil, military, or religious life, juft as they thought 
proper ; it being very r^afonably fuppofed, they would fuc- 
ceed beft in that fphfre to which they were led by inclina- 
tion, viritbout any compulfion from their parents. The mili- 
tary life was generally preferred as the moft certain path to 
prefermeilt and honour | but before it was irrevocably em- 
braced, the children of nobility pafled another trial, which 
merits attention. They were fent to the army to experience 

the 
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the hardihips of a campaign, before they enrolled themfelvcs 
in the military lift, and undertook a profeflion which they 
might find difagreeable in pra6lice, however pleafing it might 
appear to the imagination. Here they weijp obliged to carry 
loads of baggage like the meaneft foldiers, to inure them to fa- 
tigue,mortify their vanity ,and accuftom them to fubordination 
and obedience ; the moft eflential part of difcipline, and the 
moft difficult to be acquired by a proud ambitious fpirit. They 
•were obliged to givq proofe of their perfeverance, conftancy, 
and valour : none was admitted who changed countenance on 
fight of the enemy ; and it, was obfervable, that thefe proba- 
tions proved of the utmoft fervice in battle, all being emu- 
lous to fignalize themfelves, and many plunging headlong 
iato danger, from a perfuafion, that fome degree of temerity 
wasinfeparablefrom juvenile valour. With thefe inftitutionSv 
it is fcarce conceivable how the Mexican empire fhould have 
fo eafily been overthrown ; but there was a fatality that feem- 
ed tohaften the do^nfal and ruin of this moft powerful and 
polilhed nation of all America, 
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